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1. Name of Propem 
hutor~c name Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
other namedsite number Resource i % i 0 2 2  

2. L-tlon 
street & number East Race Street U not for publfcation N / A  
c~ty, town Searcy U vldn ity N / A  
state Arkansas code AR ctwnzy White code 145 rlp &a f z 1 4 3  

3. ClassEflcation 
Ownersh~p o' Prooerty Categwy .of Property Number of Resources whhln Property 

private a publlc-~oca~ 
Q pu blioState 

pu blloFederel 

building(s) 
g district 

site - 

Y a m  a? rdatsd multtpls prop* Ilmtlngr 
Historic and Arcldtectural Resources 

Contributing Nmwntrlbutlng 
1 bulldings 

altea 
Mruchmr 
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1 n Total 

Numhr of omtrlbdlnp m o o u r c ~ ~ r p ~ b u a l y  
I l~sdIn Ih~Nal lmnlRsgbmr A 
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5. Ndlonnl Park Sewlee Certlficatlon 
P, hereby, certify that rhis property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
0 See cunlinuaYon sheet. 

mdetermined eligible for the National 
Register. n See continuation sheat. 

qdetsrm~ned  not eligible for the 

Netional Register. 

removed from the National Register. 
other, (explain:) 
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6. Fumtlon or U s s  
Historic Functions (sntw ~ateqories from hslmdims) Current functions (enter cateamies from jnstnsctionsl 

RELIGIOUS/ ~ e l i ~ i - c o u s  Structure RELIGION/ ' ~ e l i ~ i o L s  Structure 

7, nescrlptim 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories horn irwtrudions) 
(enter categories from instnretions) 

loundatim stone 
U T E  VICTORIAN/ Romanesque walls brick 
Z U r h  m - a s s i c a l  

r w f  a s p  ha1 t 

d b r  glass  

M b e  present and historic physhxl appear-. 



8,  Statement of SlgnHlcance 
Certifying oflicral has considered the signifmnce of this m r t y  In dm ta other preperties: 

On- nstatewide HlocalIy 

A p p l W e  Natbnal Register Criteria DA 8 [33 c e 

.MerIaCdnslderatkns(Exceptions) Q A  as OC n o  OE IF DG 

Amas of S i w n c e  enter e8tegorks from Instmths)  
ARCEITECTLX d 

Significant P NT n,hitmmqx' 

State si9ni-n~ of property, and justify witeria, miwia cwwideralions, and amas and periods of significance noted akw. 



See " E s t o r f c  and Architectural Resources of l lhite  County, Arkansas," Section H. 
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Revlous documentation on file (NPS): 

prellmbnary determination of Individual listing (38 CFR 87) Primary localion of additional data: 
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nprevtously listed in the Nmtlonal Registar n o t h e r  State agency 
previously derermlned eligible by Iha National Register Federal agency 
designated a National Historic Landmark a Lmal government 
recorded by Historic American Bu'tldlngs IZ]I University 
Survey W other 
recorded by Hlatorle Amsrlcan Englneerlng Speclfy repmltwy: 

10. Qeoetrphlc#l Dnts 
Acreage of property Less than 1 acre 

UTM RsCrence6 
A 11 16 11 14 18 18 1 13 19 10 14 1 

Zone Eastlng Noflhlng Zone Eastlng NorthEng 
B W  lllllll u 

Verbal Boundary pscrlption 
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Description 

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church is a single story, buff brick ecclesimical structure which 
originally featured a Greek cross plan with an inset m e r  kll tower (a rectangular addition was 
attached to the eastern elevation which is longer than the church building itself) and which was 
designed in the transitional Rornanesque Revival/Classical Revival style. The cross-gable rouf is covered 
with composition shingles and set behind a slightly raised parapet; the bell tower's pyramidal mof is 
clad with metal. The continuous foundation is built of s t m .  

The southern or main elevation is composed of the pyramidal roofed bll tower to the west and 
the gabIe end of the sanctuary to the east. The tower is punctuated only by a pointed arch entry on 
the first floor and a segmental arch, louvered kify opening on the second story. The entq is accessed 
by a low flight of concrete stairs and fined with flush plank wood pair doors beneath a s t a h d  glass 
tympanum. Brick voussoirs surround the arch. Thc belfry opening is filled with wood louvers and the 
metal, pymida l  roof finishes the tower. The only other decoration on the lower is the wequarter 
height brick comer bunresses with aone offsets. The gable end features a similar segmental arch 
opening in the peak filled with wood louvers. The rnonumentaI and elaborate stained glass window 
bclow is composed of a brick arch which separates the glazing into two fieIds. The outside field 
consists of an arched band of glazing above a horizontal wood lintel, divided by wood mullions into 
rhnx m e d  segments, and two narrow, rectangular double-hung sash windows below. Inside the brick 
arch a larger, double-hung, figural sash window is surmounted by a small glazed arched opening. The 
western elevation is virtually a mirror image of the southern elevation, with the exception of the tower3 
first story, which on this elevation is punctuated with a segmental arch stained glass window, and the 
gable roofed rear emmm vestibule to the north. 

The sear or nonhem elevation allows direct access to the sanctuary at the extreme west ahnough 
a single door. The elevation is lighted by another monumental stained glass window to the west of rbe 
artached gable roof vestibule, which itself is lighted by a single one-ovcrsne wood sash window. The 
two story. brick 1946 addition is two bays wide on this side and six bays in length on its eastern 
elevation. Each bay is filled with a pair of six-over-six wood sash windows. The southern elevation 
of the addition extends just beyond the h n t  of the church, though it is well hidden by tms,  and is 
punctualcd only by a door at the western end and by another at the southern end of the westem 
elevation of the projecting portion of the addition. 

The Curnkrland Presbyterian Church is in a rematkably good state of repair and has suffered 
only minor alterations with the exception of the addition of the two story stNcture on the back of rhe 
building. However, this addition is visually unobtrusive and does not detract fmm the historic 
impression of fie design. 

The Cumberland Presbyterian Church is in v g r  good condition 
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$igni fi cance Criterion C, local significance 

The Cumbedand Presbyterian congregation was organized in 1824 in Searcy and ompied two 
other structures kfore the construction of this church in 1903. The congregation remained viral wer 
the years and helped sponsor a number of community and cultural activities in the city. 

The Cumberland Presbytefim Church (Pan E, Historic Context #3$ is both reflecrive of a 
relatively prosperous period in the history of Searcy, when its residents and institutions were able to 
commission better and more elaborate designs, and a high quality example of the type of stylistic 
combinations which were occurring in fie early twentieth century. The pervasive popularity of the 
Rornanesque Revival was rapidly giving way to the Classical and Renaissance Revirds, though patrons 
seemed to want a little of each. The mommental arches of this design clearly mall the Rornanesque 
while the lighter materials, the less heavy detail and the preference for smoother, sheer wan surfaces 
heralds a return to the formal European Classical and Neoclassical prototypes. Neverheless, the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church remains a successful synthesis of these contemperaneous architectural 
styles and is certainly one of h e  finest institutional examples of this tmmitional stylc in White County. 
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Beginning at the pint formed by the intersection of the eastern edge of North Spring S w  with the northern edge 
of East Race Stseet; p h  easterly along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to a point formed by 
its intersection with a perpndicular lioe running parallel to the eastern elevation of the building; thence p d  
northerly for a distance of approximatdy 200 fee4 along said line to a p i n t  fofmed by its intersection with a 
prpendiczlhr line running pasallel to the northern elevation of the building; thence proceed westerly along said h e  
for a distance of approximatdy 200 feet to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line m m h g  along 
the eastem edge of North Spring Street; thence p r d  southerly alwg said line for a distance of approximately 
200 feet to the point of hginning, 

Boundarv Justification: 
.- , 

The original lot has k e n  subdivided during the nw-historic perid, resulting in an indefinite current lot boundaiy; 
therefore, this boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource that retains its integrity. 














