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Description 

Searcy's Rialto Thealter, I m e d  on the corner of Race and Spring Smts  on the courthouse 
square. has been in continuous operation since it was first construcred in the early 1920's. The theater 
underwent extensive remodeling in 1940, at which time the prescnt brick and stucco facade and Art 
Deco style marquee and signage were added to the front elevation. Because of these alterations, the 
building's eligibility is k i n g  considered from the date of its 1940 renovations, rather than from the 
period of its original construction. 

The one-and-a-half story, rectangular floorplan is of brick construction that has been covered 
with stucm and brick wall material. This smooth wall surface, along wlth the stepped, vertical 
projections above the roofline, are two of the An Qeco features exhibited by ~e building. However, 
its most notable design elcmenrs reminiscent of the Art Deco style are ~e neon-lit marquee and signage 
spelling out the hheater's name. The five-colored, 67-foot sign had 300 feet of neon tubing when it 
was installed in November of 1940, making it the largest neon sign in While County. 

Although there is not an actual porch, the rnasquee provides a flat-roofed shelter over the 
building's entrance. The ticket window and two display windows on the front (south) elevation are 
newer, single-pane stationary windows; the doors flowing access to the interior are also new aluminum 
and gIass m d e l s  replacing the original six-pane wooden fmch doors. The building's foundation is 
made of cast concrete, and its flat, parawted roof is covenzd with the original rolled tin. 
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The Rialto Theater, which has s t d  on the cowfhouse square since the mid-1920's wd has 'been in 
continuous aperation since bat time, is king submitted for listing on the National Register under Criretion C with 
lacal significance. It is one of only a few structures in White County that possesses Art Deco details; it is the 
only such theater to possess this type of architecme; and its neon marquee, which still illuminates each evening, 
is the largest and most elaborate in the county. 

The smctm stands on rhe site of another theatex that was u>m down in 1923 rn make way for this one. 
The original builder, W, H. Lightle, died during the building's consmtion, and hi sons, J. E. and J. B. Lightle, 
finished the project the folawing year. 
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Acreage of mwm: l e ss  than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/614835/3901400 

Verbal B o u n d ~  Description: 

Lut 20, Ten Acre Donation to the Town of Searcy. 

Boundarv Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 
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