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This form is lor use In nominating or requesting delerminaiions of eligiblity for Individual properties or districts. Ses Insiructions In Guideines
for Complating National Ragister Forms (Nationgl Reglsier Bullstin 18). Complete sach item by marking “x'* n the appropriate box or by antering
the requested information. If an Item does not apply to the property batng documentad, enter ''N/A' for "not appilcable.” For functiona, styles, materials,
and greas of significance, enter only Ihe calegorias and subcatagories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheels
{Form 10-B00a). Type all entries,

1. Neme of Property

historic name Rialto Theater
owher names/site number Resource # WH2018
2. _Location : - —
sireet & numberRace and Spring Streets not for publication X/ 4
clty, town Sparcy ﬁvlclnlty REE
statée  Arkansas cods AR county Whri_;_te oode 145 zZlp code 72143
3. Classification
Ownership of Proparty Caisgory of Property i Number of Resources within Property
E private bullding(s) Contributing Nencontriduting
public-local district S bulldings
public-State [ site _ sites
public-Feceral [ structure - structures
[ object oblects
1 Q Totl
me of related muitiple property listing: Number of cantributing resources previcusly
stnric and Architectural Resources listed in the National Register ___ /A

4. State/Federail zgency Certification -

As the designaled authority under the Netional Historic Presarvation Act of 1968, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [:l request for determination of sligibliity meets the documentation standards for reglatering proparties In the |

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements sst forth In 38 CFR Part 80.

| gcges nop meet the National Register criteria. See continuation shest,

~ 320

Date

Arkansas Historic Preservatén Program

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D mests D does not mest the National Register eriteria. |:|Su continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official ' Date

State or Federal agency and burssu

5. Natlonal Park Service Certification
I, heraby, certify that this property is:

Dantered in the Natlonal Reglstar,
|:| Sae continuation shesl.
Ddetermined aligibie for the Natlonal
Register. D Sae continuation sheet.
mdatermined not eligibie for the
lational Registar.
L3
[:Iremoved from the National Register.
{_Jother, (explain:)

Signature of the Ksspar ' "Date of Action



6. Function or Lse

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

— Recreational/ Movie Theater

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Recreational/ Mavie Theater

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Modern Movement/ Art Deco

Materiats (enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete

walls —stucern
hrick

root tin

othar

Describe prasant and historic physical appearance.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in retation to other properties:
[] nationatly [ ] statewide Hiocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA ({18 [xlc o
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions)y [ JA [ 1B [Jc [Jo [Je [JFr [le

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE 1940 _ 1940

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Lishtle, W &

State significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted abcve.

[X]See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas,"” Section H,

[ see continuation shest
Previous documentation on fils (NPS):

[lpreliminary determination of Indlvidual listing (36 CFR 87) Primary location of sdditiongl data:
has besn requeated D State historic presarvaticn cffice
previously listed in the Nationgl Register Other Staie agency
previously determined eligibie by the National Register Federal agency
designated a Natlonat Historic Landmerk []Local government

[Irecorded by Historic American Bullgings []univeraity
Burvey # (] other

D racorded by Historic American Engineering Specify rapository
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreaage of proparty

UTM References

Al Ll Lo sty by Bl Ll 1ottty
Zone  Easting Nerthing Zone  Easting . Northing
(3 T B T T B T A B (~ 3 I T I T O O T R

. @ See continuation shest
L -

VerbaléBountag Pesoription

[X see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[X] See continuation sheet

. Form Prepared By

namemlle —Kenneth Story, National Reegister Coordinator

t.ganization __Arkansag Historic Preservation Progxam  date = 2 April, 1990

strest & number 225 F Markbam, Spite 300 telephone ____S501-371-27617

city or town Little Rack state __Arkansas Zip code 72201

*U.5.GP0:1988-0-223-618
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Searcy’s Rialto Theater, located on the comer of Race and Spring Streets on the courthouse
square, has been in continuous operation since it was first constructed in the early 1920’s. The theater
underwent extensive remodeling in 1940, at which time the present brick and stucco facade and Ar
Deco style marquee and signage were added to the front elevation. Because of these alterations, the
building’s eligibility is being considered from the date of its 1940 renovations, rather than from the
period of its original construction.

The one-and-a-half story, rectangular floorplan is of brick construction that has been covered
with stucco and brick wall material. This smooth wall surface, along with the stepped, vertical
projections above the roofline, are two of the Art Deco features exhibited by the building. However,
its most notable design elements reminiscent of the Art Deco style are the neon-lit marquee and signage
spelling out the theater’s name. The five-colored, 67-foot sign had 300 feet of neon tubing when it
was installed in November of 1940, making it the largest neon sign in White County.

Although there is not an actual porch, the marquee provides a flat-roofed shelter over the
building’s entrance. The ticket window and two display windows on the front (south) elevation are
newer, single-pane stationary windows; the doors allowing access to the interior are also new aluminum
and glass models replacing the original six-pane wooden french doors. The building’s foundation is
made of cast concrete, and its flat, parapeted roof is covered with the original rolled nn
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Significance

The Rialto Theater, which has stood on the courthouse square since the mid-1920"s and has been in
continuous operation since that time, is being submitted for listing on the National Register under Criterion C with
local significance. It ts one of only a few structures in White County that possesses Art Deco details; it is the
only such theater to possess this 1ype of architecure; and its neon marquee, which still illuminates each evening,
is the largest and most elaborate in the county,

The structure stands on the site of another theater that was tormn down in 1923 10 make way for this one.
The original builder, W, H. Lightle, died during the building’s construction, and his sons, J. E. and J. B, Lighile,
finished the project the following year.
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Acreage of propertv: Less than one

UTM References:

A 15/614835/3901400

Verbal Boundary Description:

Lot 20, Ten Acre Donation to the Town of Searcy.

Boundary Justification:
This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.
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