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1. Name

historic Guisinger Building
and-or common

2. Location

street & number  East Mountain Street N/Anot tor publication
city.town  Fayetteville NAvicinity of congressional district Third
state Arkansas code 05 county Washington cods 143
- - -
3. Classification
Catagory Ownership Status Present Use
district —__ public —_X_occuptled — agriculture — museum
_X building(s) _X_private — unoccupied —X commercial —— park
—_ structure — both —__ work in progress — educational _.___ private resldence
- —— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
___ object _._inprocess _X_ yes: restricted ___government ___ scientific
__.. being considered —. yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
NLA —_ho — military — other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Odom

street & number  Route 1, Box 91

city, town  Fayetteville N/Avicinity ot state Arkansas 72701
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  City Clerks Office

atreet & number Administration Buildi ng

city, town Fayetteville state Arkansas

6. Representation in ExiSting Surveys

titte N/A has this property been determined efigible? ___yes ___ no N/A

date 7 - ,_:’federal —state ___county ___ I_ocal

depositary for survey records

city, town state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_X_ excellent ___ detertorated ___. unailtered _X_ original site

___good —— ruins _X__ altered ___moved date .
- — fair —_ unexposed

Describe the pﬁsmt and original {if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY

Occupying a pivotal ¢orner lot on the square in downtown Fayetteville, the
GuisinZer Building, a two story brick structure, was constructed in 1886, A
striking entrance, added ¢. 1925, is a focal point of the subtly detailed
exterior. An excellent and intact example of a typical late nineteenth
century commercial structure, this building has, since its construetion,
contributed to the architectural character of the downtown.

ELABORATION

The Guisinger - Building - defines the southeast corner of ' the Fayetteville
Square as manifest in its street frontage on both Mountain and East Streets,
The three-story brick struc¢ture shares a kinship with Commercial' Style
buildingZs popularized in larger American cifties in the late nineteenth-
century,. Its exterior is characterized by regular fenestration, an
articulated cornice, straight street fronts, and subordinated ornament. The
most striking feature or "architectural signature" of this Fayetteville
commercial building is 1ts clipped corner. It is a feature preaviously

"ared by the three other structures which defined the Square's other

*ners, notably, the City of Fayetteville Bank, the Washington

Hotel, and the Mecllroy Dry Goods Store, all now demolished.

Few structural changes have occurred since the building's construction by
William N, Crenshaw and his business partner Dr. R, Putnam, The masontry
foundation, distinguished by its sinuous and articulated mortar joints, was
laid in 1B86 as confirmed by Sanborn maps of that date,. On this

substantial and unaltered foundation, load-bhearing American bond brick walls
were built, It is noteworthy that fthis brick pattern was Frequently
employed by cost~-conscious builders because it could be laid quickly and by
less skilled labor. A header course at the junction of the first and second
floors, however, interrupts the otherwise uniform brickwork, This course,
with the removal of a few strategically positioned headers, probably served
as a means to attach a wooden poreh like that of the Crenshaw and Putnam
period.

The present entryway 1= most likely a product of the Guisinger ownership.
The sheet glass display windows with their glass block crown and metal sash
are secured onto a marble veneer foundation. This marble base flanks a
polygonal entrance foyer with tiled advertisement, "GuisingZer Music House™,
which is contained within a decorative Greek keystone frame. This tasteful
and restrained promotion was seconded by both the metal canoby, with copper
pendants, which projects [rom the clipped corner and a neon placard
overhead. The latter was removed by the present owner for inelusion in the
interior renovation. Columns of machine-molded brick, in contrast to the

sely packed, probably hand-molded brick of the structural walls, complete
w__* circa 18625 entrance composition,
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The exterior treatment of the upper stories has remained essentially
unchanged. The brick drip molding adorn the rectangular windows; and, like
the slim ledges which visgually ground the aligned window openings, have heen
left intact. Hinges for shutters are visible fto either side of the upper
story windows but are presently not in use,

The decorative cornice treatment, where most of the builder's fancy is
concentrated, is distinguished by its original dentil course, striated
brackets, finials, and gable projection with an inset neo-classical plaque.

It is noteworthy that the brick was originally unpainted with only
promotional signage on the west facade. Nevertheless, the currently uniform
painted surface is compatible with both new and renovated structures nearby.

The interior of the sftructure illustrates the historical continuity of its
use as a retail concern with large open spaces [or display and storage of
merchandise. Like the exterior, the interior space boasts of minimal
~namentation, In brief, the decorative treatment is confined to the
.arburst and floral pressed tin ceilings which, on the first level, are
"crimmed with an ovolo moulding of egg and dart pattern and a simple frieze.

On this same level, enclosed cubicles, previously installed with leaded
g€lass panes and removed from Guisinger's earlier store are placed along

the midsection of the east wall and at both west and east walls of the rear.
Two mezzanines are positioned above theuse enclosures and are characterized
by stock millwork. The staircase which rises between these partial stories
has similar stock detailing, The stairs which lead to the storage area
above are placed perpendicularly to the other staircase and are enclosed by
a shell of vertical boarding.

The second floor, like the basement, is essentially one large room. The
former has two lightweight plasterboard partitions at either end; the latter
contains only one partition, but is filled with metal supporting columns.
Both have pressed tin ceiling€s of the same pattern but one which differs
from the desigZn seen on the principal floor and thus suggests a later
installation.

An elevator formerly occupied a position to the rear of the structure, but
has now been removed. No doubt, Guisinger required this convenience
for moving heavy musical instruments,.

In sum, the Guisinger Building is replete with features characteristic of a

small scale commercial structure designed to project a distinetive
reetfront while remaining responsive to and compatible with its neighbors
1 the Square.



OMB No.1024-0018

NPS Form 10-800-a
a8 Exp. 10-31-84
United States Department of the Interior R—

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
“ Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet 2 ltem number 7

Rith Ivan Guisinger's death in 1947, the business was continued by his sons
Paul and Carles Guisinger until 1981. The building was purchased in 1982 by
Bobby O0dom to house the law firm of Odom, Elliott, Lee and Martin,



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____prehistoric _ .. archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning . __ . landscape architecture ___. religion

__ 1400-1429 _ _ archeology-historic _ .. conservation . law — Science

__1500-1589 __ agriculture ._ .. economics - ... literature - .- Sculpture

—__1600-1699 ___ architecture —--. education - —- military — .- social/

___ 1700-1799 _.._ar _ . engineering - music humanitarian

_X 1800-1899 X commerce ____exploration‘settlement ____ philosophy ——. theater

—. 1900~ ___ . communications ... industry -—. politics.government __ transportation
_ _ invention _X_ other (specify)

e i e ieee .. 19th ¢, urban design

Specific dates ., 1886.. _ . .. .. .. BuilderArchitect | known _.. .. _._ B

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

SUMMARY;

Constructed in 1886, the Guisinger Building typifies the modest yet well
executed commercial architecture of late nineteenth-century northwest
Arkansas. The structure's importance in the architectural, historical, and
present urban fabric is underscored by the Fact that few of the Square's
original buildings are extant. This structure with its distinctive clipped
corner constructien remains the sole vestige of a deliberate design program
to create architectural modes with which to anchor Fayetteville's
nineteenth-century business center. Az the southeast anchor, the Guisinger
Building is an essential element in the acknowledgment of the Square's
architectural and historical past and promotion of its revitalization for
the future.

TLABORATION;

William MNash Crenshaw, an early Fayetteville merchant, mowved his hardware
business into the newly constructed brick building on the scutheast corner
of Fayetteville's square in 1886. Crenshaw and his partner, Dr. R. Putnam,
provided hardware, agricultural implements, stowves, carriages, and other
necessities for those attempting to establish themselves on the frontier.

A £tin shop on the third floor produced roofing and eave troughs for a
rapidly expanding community.

Following Crenshaw's retirement about 1900, the building briefly housed W.
H. Whitmore's dry goods business and then the MclIlroy Wholesale Grocery

Company. Elza Davies, a prominent civiec activist, was located in the
adjacent Mountain Street store and assumed occupancy of the corner lot
around 1908 where he continued his harness and wagon business. In 1925 the
building€ passed from Elza Davies to Ivan Hinford Guisinger. An Indiana
native, Guisinger moved to Fayetteville around 1896, Earlier experience in

S5t. Louis music stores encouraged him to establish his own business in 1905,
As described by William Campbell in his celebrated history of Fayettewville,
the Guisinger family assumed the monopoly of the city's musiec trade--a
position formerly held by both M. M., Allbright and E. E. Brock. After
making several moves around the Square, Guisinger's prosperous music store
finally settled into the southeast corner in 1925. Merchants of pianos,
organs, sheeft music, musical supplies and even "Edison phonographs and
Victor Talking Machines," Guisinger provided a cultural outlet for the
university town.

. ~thout altering the late nineteenth-century form of the structure,
Guisinger left his mark upon the building by erecting a prominent entryway
facing the Square and by painting the entire structure to secure uniformity.
These details add interest to the sampling of architectural styles found on
Fayetteville's square today.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet #3

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _less than one
Quadrangle name __Fayetteviile, AR Quadrangle scale _ 1:24000_ _
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Verbal boundary description and justification Beginning at the Northwest corner of Block 29, and
running to East 28 and one-fourth (28%) feet to the Northwest corner of the lot formerly con-
veyed to A,C. Hamilton: then south one hundred ten feet; then west twenty-eight and one-fourth
to west line of Block 29; then north one hundred and ten feet to the starting point.(see cont. #4

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county houndaries

I L

state  N/A code county S code -
<tate code county code
“11. Form Prepared By
namentitte Anne Wagner Speed and Nan Thompson Erg%t, ed.vb{ AHPP sﬁf_i
organ-iia_ﬂo':‘ Independent Architec. Hist, ‘and Hist.ﬁw  date August 13, 1984
street & number 2737 N. Valencia telephone (501) 442-0485
cityortown avetteville sate Arkansas 72701

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

X

— national ____ state — " local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89—
665}, | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

according 1o the criteria and procedures set forth by the _Nzional Park S&e. y
State Historic Preservation Officer signature (/ / <)-\7\ :

S Yy =S
titte Arkansas State Historic Preservation Officer date August 14, 1984

For NPS use only
1 hereby certity that this property Is Included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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The 1ot is_numbered 1A of Block 29 as designated on the plat of said Town
(Fayetteville} recorded in the Plat Book, except forty-five feet off the South

end.
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