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1. Name 

historic Bui 1 dT ng 

and.or common 

2, Location 

street & number East Mountaln S f n e t  &!hot for publication 

city, town Faye t t e ~ i  1 1 e !&bvicfnity of congressional d i s  trl c t  Thi rd 

state Arkansas code 05 county Washington w 343 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public occupled - agriculture - mudbum 
2 buildlngts) 2 private - unoccupied commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational - private nrsldence 
- site Public kcquisition Accessible - entertainment - rellglous 
- object - in process 2 yes: restrleted - government - scientific 

- belng considered -- yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 

FEJA - no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mr. and MFS . Bobby Odm 

street number Route 1, B10_~_9gl 

city, town Fayettevi J le !L.-!rcinity of state Arkansas 72701 

5. Location of Legal Description 
. -. 

C O U ~ ~ ~ O U W .  rwistrv af MS. etc. C i  ty C J erks Off i ce 

street L number Admini strati on Bui ldfng 

ehvmtown Fayetteville state Arkansas 

6. Remesentation in Existins Surveys 

tl tk  
-- n/_A - .- - --A - - --- has this property been determined ellglblel - yes - no N/A 

- date - federal - state county - local -- -- -- 

depository lor survey records -- - - A - 

~ i t u  +own state --- - 



7. Description 

Condition Cheek one Chuck one 
_X, excellent detertoratad . unaltered original site 
-good - ruins -x,- altered - moved date --- -.+ --- 
- fair - unexpasd 

--. -- 
DII.=rlh thr prsssnt and original (H known) physical apenrance 

I 

SUHMIBX 

O c c u p y i n g  a pivota l"66rner  l o t  on t h e  square in downtown F a y e t t e v i E l e ,  the 
G u i s ~ n S e r  Building, a two s t o r y  b r i c k  structure, was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 8 8 6 .  A 
s t r r k i n g  entrance, added c.  1 9 2 5 ,  is a focal p o i n t  of t h e  s u b t l y  d e t a i l e d  
e x t e r i o r .  An excellent and i n t a c t  example  of a t y p i c a l  l a t e  nineteenth 
c e n t u r y  comrnerci a1 structure, t h i s  b u l l d i n g  h a s ,  s i n c e  i t s  construction, 
contributed t o  t h e  architectural c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  downtown. 

The G u i s i n g e r  B u i l d i n s  defines the s o u t h e a s t  corner o f  ' t h e  Fayetteville 
S q u a r e  a s  manifest i n  i t s  s t r e e t  f r o n t a g e  on b o t h  Hountai n and East S t r e e t s .  
The three-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e -  shares a k i n s h ~ p  w i t h  C o m m e r c i a l n  Style ' 

b u l l d i n g s  popularized i n  l a r g e r  American cities i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e c n t h -  
c e n t u r y .  Its e x t e r i o r  is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by regular fenestration, an 
a r t i c u l a t e d  cornice, s t r a i  9ht s t r e e t  fronts, and subordinated ornament .  The 
most  s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o r  " a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n a t u r e "  of  t h i s  Fayettevllle 
c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  i t s  c l i p p e d  corner. I t  is a f e a t u r e  p r e v i o u s l y  
' a r e d  by the t h r e e  o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  which defined the Square ' s  other 
.-ners, n o t a b l y ,  t h e  C i t y  of Fayetteville Bank, t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  

Abtel, a n d  the McIlroy Dry Goods Store, a l l  now d e m o l i s h e d .  

Few s t r u c t u r a l  changes have occurred s i n c e  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  construction b y  
W i l l i a m  N. Crenshaw and his business  p a r t n e r  Dr. R. Putnam.  T h e  masonry 
F o u n d a t i o n ,  d i s t i n g u ~ s h e d  b y  i t s  s i n u o u s  and a r t i c u l ' a t e d  mortar joints, was 
l a i d  i n  1 8 8 6  as c o n f i r m e d  by Sanborn  maps of t h a t  date. O n  t h i s  
s u b s t a n t i a l  and u n a l t e r e d  f o u n d a t i o n ,  load-bear1 n g  Amesi c a n  bond brick walls 
were b u i l t .  I t  is n o t e w o r t h y  that this b r i c k  pattern was r r e q u e n t l y  
employed b y  c o s t - c o n s c i o u s  builders because i t  c o u l d  be laid q u i c k l y  and b y  
less s k l l l e d  labor. A header course  at t h e  j u n c t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  and s e c o n d  
floors, however ,  1 n t e r r u p t s  the  o t h e r w i s e  uniform brickwork. This c o u r s e ,  
w ~ t h  t h e  removal of  a f e w  strategically positioned h e a d e r s ,  probably s e r v e d  
a s  a means t o  a t t a c h  a wooden porch l i k e  t h a t  of t h e  C r e n s h a w  and Putnarn 
p e r i o d .  

The p r e s e n t  entryway 1s most l i k e l y  a p r o d u c t  of the G u i s i n g e r  ownership. 
The s h e e t  g l a s s  d i s p l a y  windows  w i t h  t h e i r  g l a s s  b l o c k  crown and metal s a s h  
are  s e c u r e d  o n t o  a marble veneer  f o u n d a t i o n .  T h i s  marble base f l a n k s  a 
p o l y g o n a l  entrance foyer with t i l e d  advertisement, " G u ~ s i n g e r  M U S I C  House'", 
which i s  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h l n  a decorative Greek keystone frame. This t a s t e f u l  
and r e s t r a i n e d  promotion was seconded by both t h e  m e t a l  canopy,  w l t h  c o p p e r  
p e n d a n t s ,  which projects from t h e  clipped corner and a neon p l a c a r d  
overhead.  The l a t t e r  was removed by t h e  p r e s e n t  owner F o r  inclusion i n  t h e  
i q t e r i o r  r e n o v a t i o n .  Columns of m a c h i n e - m o l d e d  b r i c k ,  r n c o n t r a s t  to t h e  

s e l y  packed ,  probably hand-molded b r l c k  of the s t r u c t u r a l  walls, complete 
-. - 2 c i r c a  7 9 2 5  entrance composition. 
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T h e  e x t e r i o r  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  u p p e r  stories h a s  rernai ned  essential1 y 
u n c h a n g e d .  The brick d r i p  rno ld lng  adorn t h e  rectangular w i n d o w s ;  and, like 
t h e  s l i m  ledges which visually ground t h e  a l i g n e d  wlndow o p e n i n g s ,  have b e e n  
l e f t  i n t a c t .  H i n g e s  f o r  shutters a r e  v i s l b l e  to e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  u p p e r  
story windows b u t  a r e  presently not  i n  u s e .  

The d e c o r a t i v e  c o r n i c e  t r e a t m e n t ,  where most of t h e  b u i l d e r ' s  f a n c y  i s  
concentrated, is distinguished b y  its original d e n t i l  course, striated 
brackets, f i n i a l s ,  and gable p r o j e c t i o n  w l  t h  an i n s e t  nao-classical p l a q u e .  

Et is noteworthy that t h e  b r i c k  was o r i g i n a l l y  u n p a i n t e d  w i t h  o n l y  
promotional s i g n a S e  on t h e  w e s t  f a c a d e .  Never the le s s ,  t h e  c u r r e n t l y  u n i f o r m  
p a i n t e d  surface is compatible w i t h  b o t h  new and renovated s t r u c t u r e s  n e a r b y .  

The interior of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  illustrates t h e  historical c o n t i n u i t y  of i t s  
u s e  a s  a retail c o n c e r n  with large open spaces for d i s p l a y  and s t o r a ~ e  of 
merchandise. Like the exterior, the interior space b o a s t s  of m i n i m a l  

- n a m e n t a t i o n .  I n  brief, t h e  decorative t r ea tment  is c o n f i n e d  to t h e  
. a r b u r s t  a n d  C l o f a l  pressed t i n  ceilings w h i c h ,  on t h e  first l e v e l ,  a r e  

"trimmed w i t h  a n  o v o l o  m o u l d i n g  of e g g  and dart p a t t e r n  a n d  a s i m p l e  f r i e z e .  

On t h i s  same level, enclosed cubicles, p r e v i o u s l y  installed with l e a d e d  
g l a s s  panes and removed f rom G u i s i n g e r ' s  e a r l i e r  store a r e  p l a c e d  a l o n g  
t h e  midsection of the e a s t  w a l l  and a t  b o t h  w e s t  and e a s t  walls of t h e  r e a r .  
Two rnezzan lnes  are p o s i t i o n e d  above these  e n c l o s u r e s  and are c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
b y  s t o c k  millwork. The staircase w h i c h  r i s e s  b e t w e e n  these  p a r t i a l  s t o r i e s  
has s i m i l a r  s t o c k  detailing. The s t a i r s  which lead to t h e  s t o r a g e  area 
a b o v e  are placed p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y  to t h e  o t h e r  staircase and a r e  e n c l o s e d ' b y  
a s h e l l  of v e r t i c a l  b e a r d i n g .  

T h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r ,  l i k e  the b a s e m e n t ,  i s  essentially one l a r g e  room. T h e  
f o r m e r  has  two li g h t w e i s h t  plasterboard p a r t i t i o n s  a t  e i t h e r  end; t h e  l a t t e r  
contains o n l y  one partition, b u t  is f i l l e d  w i t h  m e t a l  supporting c o l u m n s .  
Both have p r e s s e d  t i n  ceilings of t h e  same pattern but one  w h i c h  d i f f e r s  
f r o m  the d e s i g n  seen  o n  the p r i n c i p a l  floor and thus s u g g e s t s  a later 
installation. 

An elevator formerly o c c u p i e d  a position t o  t h e  rear of t h e  structure, b u t  
has now been removed. No doubt, G u i s i n g e r  r e q u i r e d  t h i s  conven ience  
f o r  mov ing  heavy musical instruments. 

I n  sum,  t h e  G u i s i n g e r  B u i l d i n g  is r e p l e t e  w i t h  f e a t u r e s  characteristic of a 
- m a l l  s c a l e  commercial s t r u c t u r e  d e s i g n e d  to project a distinctive 

r e e t f  r o n t  whi  le r e m a i n i n g  responsi ve to and c o r n p a t i  b l e  w i  t h  i t s  nei ghbors  
i t h e  Square.  
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W i t h  I v a n  G u i s i n g e r ' s  d e a t h  i n  '1947, t h e  b u s i n e s s  was c o n t i n u e d  by h i s  sons 
P a u l  and Carlos G u i s i n g e r  until 1981 .  The building was purchased i n  1982 b y  
Bobby adorn to house t h e  law f i rm of Odom, E l l i o t t ,  Lee and Hartin. 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 

140G1499 
- t50@-1599 
- ?60&1699 
- - 1700-1 799 

18Qlrl899 
-- 1 9 0 s  

Areas of SlgnificaneeCheck and justify below 
- ... archeology-prehistoric . - community planning -. . landscape architecture -. religion 
.- - archeology-historic . - consewatton _. - law ,-- science 
- - agriculture . - - economies . literature _ s~ulpture 
-- architecture education . -_ military - - social1 

-x- an 
- . engineering -- music humanttadan 

commerce explorationlsettlement -. _ _ philosophy - theater 
-- communications . . . industry -. po!iticsdgovemment - transportation 

. - invention -L other ( s v i f y )  
a . . ---, . ~ t k ~ d e s i g ~  

Bullder:Architect -unknown -. , , -- - - Jq~1886 .. - .-. . - -- . - -- 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Constructed i n  1886, t h e  Guisinger B u i l d i n g  t y p i f i e s  t h e  modest y e t  w e l l  
e x e c u t e d  commercial architecture of late nkneteenth-century n o r t h w e s t  
Arkansas. The structure' s importance i n  t h e  a r c h i  t c c t u r a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l ,  and 
present u r b a n  fabric 1s underscored b y  t h e  fact: t h a t  f e w  of t h e  S q u a r e '  3 
original b u l  l d i n g s  are e x t a n t .  T h i s  s t ~ u c t u r e  w i t h  i t s  distinct1 ve clipped 
corner construction remains t h e  s o l e  v e s t i g e  of a deliberate d e s l g n  p r o g r a m  
to c r e a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  modes w i t h  w h i c h  to anchor Fayetteville' s 
n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  b u s l n e s s  c e n t e r .  As t h e  s o u t h e a s t  anchor,  the  G u i s l n g e r  
Building 1 s  a n  essential e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  of t h e  S q u a r e ' s  
architectural and h i s t o r i c a l  past a n d  promotion or ~ t s  revitalization f o r  
t h e  future. 

d l l l ~ a m  sash C r e n s h a w ,  an e a r l y  Fayettaville m e r c h a n t ,  moved h i s  hardware 
b u s i n e s s  r n t o  the n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  b r i c k  building on t h e  southeast corner 
of Fayettev~lle's s q u a r e  in 1 8 8 6 .  C r e n s h a w  and h l s  p a r t n e r ,  Dr. R. Putnam, 
provided h a r d w a r e ,  a s r i c u l t u r a l  implements, s t o v e s ,  c a r r i a g e s ,  and o t h e r  
necessities for t h o s e  attempting to e s t a b l i s h  themselves  on t h e  frontier. 
A t i n  shop on t h e  t h i r d  floor produced r o o f i n g  and eave t r o u g h s  for a 
r a p i d l y  e x p a n d i n s  cornmunit y. 

F o l l o w i n g  Crenshaw' s r e t i r e m e n t  about 19010, t h e  b u i l d i n g  b r i e f l y  h o u s e d  W .  
H. Whl t rnore 's  dry goods business and t h e n  the Hcf lroy Wholesale Grocery 
Company. E l z a  Davie s ,  a prornrnent  c i v i c  a c t i v i s t ,  w a s  l o c a t e d  in t h e  
a d j a c e n t  Mounta in  S t r e e t  s tore  and assumed occupancy of t h e  corner  lot 
around 19138 where he c o n t i n u e d  h i s  harness and wagon b u s i n e s s .  In 1 9 2 5  t h e  
buildlng passed f r o m  E l z a  Davies  to I v a n  Winfard G u i s l n g e r .  An I n d l a n a  
n a t i v e ,  Guisinser moved t o  F a y e t t e v i l l e  around 1896. Earlier e x p e r i e n c e  i n  
St. L o u i s  music s t o r e s  encourased  h i m  he establish h l s  own b u s i n e s s  ~n 1905. 
As d e s c r i b e d  by William C a m p b e l l  in h i s  c e l e b r a t e d  history of Fayetteville, 
t h e  Cuisinger f a m i l y  assumed t h e  m o n o p o l y  of t h e  c i t y ' s  m u s i c  t r a d e - - a  
p o s i t i o n  formerly h e l d  by both H. H. Allbright a n d  E. E. Brock. Af ter  
m a k i n g  s e v e r a l  moves a r o u n d  t h e  Square, G u i s i n g e r '  s prosperous music s t e r e  
flnally settled i n t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  corner in 1925. Merchants of p i a n o s ,  
organs,  s h e e t  music, musical s u p p l i e s  a n d  even "Edison phonographs and 
Vlc tor  Talking M a c h i n e s , "  G u i s l n g e r  p r o v i d e d  a c u l t u r a l  o u t l e t  for t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  t own .  

A Y 1 1 1 ,  

,quare 
s a d d  
a s s a l  

, t h o u t  a l t e r i n g  t h e  late n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  form of t h e  structure, 
5. 

c u i s i n g e r  l e r t  h n s  mark upon t h e  b u i l d i n g  by e r e c t i n g  a p r o m i n e n t  entryway 
a c l n g  t h e  S a n d  by p a i n t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  structure to secure unlformlty. 
hese detail interest to t h e  sampling of architectural styles found on 
a y e t t e v i l l e  . u a r e  today.  
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Acrsmge r n ~  nommar- p r u F r  ry wnna 
Quadrangle name _ E a v e t t ~ i t +  AR 
UT M References 

Zone fasting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1:240.0.&- 

Lone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary dsscrlptlon and justification Beginning a t  the Northwest comer Of Block 29, and 
r u n n i n g  to East  28 and one-fourth (2%) feet t o  the Northwest  corner o f  the l o t  formerly con- 
veyed t o  A ,  C. H a m i  1 ton: then south one hundred ten feet; then west twenty-ef g h t  ,and one-fourth 
t o  west l i n e  o f  Block 29; then north one hundred and ten  feet  . to the  starting +- - point.(see - cont. $4 

List all states and eountEss for propertks averlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 
-. 

itate code county ccde 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

nlrnemftte Anne Wagner Speed and Nan Thompson Emst, ed, by AHPP staff 

brclsnizstron Independent Architec. H f s t .  and H i s t .  date August 1 3 9  1984 

s t m & n u m & r  2737 N. Yalencia telephone 
-- 

(501) 442-0485 

crtr or town Faye t tev i  1 1 @ state Arkansas 72701 

12, State H i s t o r i c  Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated signillcance of this property within the state is: 

- nat lonal -- state 
X - local 

As the desjgnated State Hlstorlc Preservation Officer for the National Histor.lc Preservstlan Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
665}, I hereby nominate thls property for inclusion in the NationaE Register and certlfy that It has been evaluated 
aceordlng lo the criteria and procedures set 1 

State Historic Preservation Officer sfgnature 

title ~ y b  Sta te  HistorSc Preservation Officer date August 14, 1984 - 
For NI mb 

I hbteby cecertlQ that this property Is Included In the Natlonal Register 

date 

Keeper af the National Register 

Attest : date - - - -  
Chief of Registration 
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1 9 8 2 .  
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1 3 ,  1 9 2 4 ,  p. 1. 
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P u b l l s h r  ng Co. , c 1 9 1 0 .  

N_o_r&hwest Arkansa~_-Ti~is_~ F a y a t t e v i  l l e ,  Arkansas.  October 14, 1947, p .  1 ;  
J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1955, p. 10. 

S_a_~_bprn-Ma_p C o r n ~ a n y ~  Payetteville, Arkansas. N e w  York: S a n b o r n  Map and 
P u b l i s h l n B  Co., 7886.. . 1930. 

~ ~ L E E ~ ~ D E - L ! L ~ - ~ ~ & Q c ~ ,  Fa.vyLtt_e_ville, L l t t l e  R o c k :  Southwestern Bell 
T e l e p h o n e  Company., 1923, 1924, 1925. 

U h i f f e n ,  Marcus. &merica~-Architecture Sinc_e_-LZ.80: -Amguide t o  St .Y1esL 
C a m b r i d g e ,  MA.  : M. I. T. Press, 1969. 
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The l o t  i s  nlnribered 1 A  of Block 29 as designated on the p l a t  of s a i d  Tawn 
(Fayetteville) recorded i n  the P l a t  Book, except forty-five feet  o f f  the South 
end. 








