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1. Nsmc of Proparty 
historic name Frlsco Depdt 
&her nameslsita number Fayett&lle Depot 

2. Ltxstion 
street g. number 550 West Dkckson Street U not for publicailon 

cify, !own F a v e t t ~ v u e  U vlcln~ty 
stale -5 coda 05 muntr Washimton dt, 143 zip code 72701 

3. Ckasif lcatlon 
Ownership of Property Cafegoy of Property Number of Rex~urces within Property 
B private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 

publlc-locel f3 district 1 buildings 
public-Stat a site bass 

puM ic -Fedd  strudur~i structures 
object objects 

1 Total 
Name of rdatsd rnukiple property listing: Numbr of contributing resources reviously 
N/A Ikted in ~ E I  National AegWer N!A 

4. StatelFederal Agency Certlficatlon 

bs Ihe designated authority under the National Historic Prmmation AM of 1968, as amended, I hereby cmify that this 
norninatlon request for determination of eligibilhy meets the dmumentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Histork Placss and meets the p r d u r a l  and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part W. 
meet the Netimal Rtgister criteria. Sae 00ntinuatIon sM. 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the p r q e q  r] meets does not meet the NWional Register criteria. I S M  omtinuaakn a h a .  

5. Natlonal Prrk ServScs Csrtlflcation 
I, hereby, certily that this propeny is: 

mmtered m the NatEonal Regrsrer. 
See #mHnwtion W. 

ndetermined eligible for ?ha Nat'mE 
Register. See continurntion shset.  

determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D rsmwed frm h e  National Megister. 
mother, (explain:) 

Signaturn af the K m r  Dave ol Aaion 



g,Funtion or Use 
Historic Functions (enter cal~qoriss from imtructions) Current Functions (enter Categories from instructions) 

Transportation: rail-related 

7. Descrlptlon 
Archrtectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Iwndation a F ? t P  

Mssim/STMnfsh Colonial Revival walls hri  rk 
s turro 

.- 

bseribe present and historic 

The Fsisco Skne Station, built  in 1897, and remodeled b 1925, is located on 
Fayettevillle' 5 Dickson Street. This area serves as a link between the University 
of Arkamas to  the west and the central business district t o  the east, and as 
such was the center of t raff ic  in the pre-autmbile era. The building is shp1e  
in plan but unusual in style, as it is one of the only Mission RevivdJPueblo 
Revival-style buildings b the area. 

The Fayetteville Depot is a long, one-story rectangular building in the Mission 
Revival/heblo Revival style. In plan, there is a hierarchy of function along a 
north-south alds parallel with the railroad lisle. A t  the s w t h  end is a porte- 
cocfiere (covered porch), giving access t o  the passenger area. The north end of 
the buildmg is the freight zone. The west s ide of the building lies along the 
actual rai l road line and represents the emhrkation zone, 

Ihe W d m g  is o f  stuccoed brick. Upper portions of the exterior are painted a 
neutral tan with a wainscot of exposed brick from the brick paving surface to  a 
height of 3'6': A b v e  the brick are swle, unadorned flat surfaces, with the 
exception of ornamental projecting r w f  ba rns ,  or "vigas", and a single row of 
soldiered brick a b e  each of the double-hung, d sash wtndows. 

I h e  roof over the passenger area f s a red, S m s h - t i l e d  gable roof with mission- 
style, finial-topped campnllle gable ends. Roofs of the porte-cothere and 
freight a r e a s  are flat, &aced with tar and gravel. built-up roofing. 

On the west facade, the conical-mfed ticket office I1tafflr''of the original 
station has been replaced by a tiled roof dormer and facade which echoes the 
north and south gable erds. 

3he interior of the passenger area features the waiting room for whites a t  the 
south end, separated f r o m  the "colored" waiting area at the north end by the 
ticket office. A m o w  hall m s  along the east s ide of the ticket office and 
connects the two waiting areas, M l a r y  roans (offices, rest roans) are loaded 
along the east side of the  waiting rooms and corridor. 
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The interior has 12' Ow ceilbgs, with brick wainscoting t o  a height of 6'6" and 
plastered walls abve, Ceilings are plastered and the floors are of vood. The 
interior of the white waiting area also features a massive oak newsstand. 



8. Statement of SlgnMcance 
Cart~t;lkng official has consrdertxl the significance of this propem in relation to other properties: 

nationam statewide w t l y  

Appli i ls National Register Crfterla A B c D 

Areas of Slgnifiianca (enter categories horn imkwtkns) Period ol Signjfie~os Significant Dates 
Transportation 1925 1925 
Arch tec ture 

CuHural Affiliation 
N/a 

- 

5taze significance of property, and justify criteda, criteria considerations, and ansj and periods of significance noted above. 

Tfie Frisco Depot in Fayettevflle is significant in the area of transportation 
because it represents the heyday of rail traffic in this university town. 
Architecturally, the  depot is simficant as a rare example in the state of a pure 
HissionJSpnish Colonial Revival Style building used in the cotitext of quasi- 
official, corporate architecture. The depot was a focal point f o r  the c a m m i t y ,  
and it symbolizes the economic and d t u r a l  developnent of Northwest Arkansas 
during the 1920's. 

The first passenger trah arrived at  Fayetteville on July 4, 1882. Its arrival 
mrked an esrd to geographical isolation of the Ozark region of Northwest Arkansas. 
The city of Fayetteville, the largest a d  most affluent population center in the 
region and location of the University of Arkamas since 1871, had outbid other 
t o m s  for the railroad by raising $8,000 for promtion and another $2,500 for the 
constmction of a depot. The first depot had burned i n  1897, and the present 
structure was hi l t  soon after on the same site. 

The depot was total ly m e l e d  md enlarged in 1925, as a result of pressure on 
the Frisco L i n e  from the Fayetteville City CounciJ,. A t  the height of its use, the 
s ta t ion  handled six passenger trains a day. l k e  old station MS considered 
inadequate, old-fashioned, and ugly by the day's standards. Construction of the 
new station paralleled an unprecedented program of expansion a t  the University of 
Arkansas at  Fayetteville; it was needed to handle the Mlux of new students and 
increasing use of the facilities by the general population, A larger railroad 
depot sen~ing Fayettevfile was seen as needed by the local government to keep pace 
w i t h  the growth of both the city and the University. 
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The resulting expansion of the railroad depot was less than the City Council hoped 
for, however. A forty percent drop in passenger ticket sales in 1925, due to an 
increase in automobile travel, forced the Frisco line to cut back on the p l a r ~ d  
square footage of the expansion. After World War 11, the advent of air  travel and 
paved highways in Northwest Arkansas caused a drastic decline in railroad travel. 
The last passenger train left Fayetteville on Septemkr 18, 1965. 

Architecturally, the Frisco depot" S p n i s h  Colonial Revival design is unique far 
a Fayetteville ccmnercial building. The style was one adopted by the railraad 
during the post Vorld War I years as a vehicle fo r  promting travel to California,  
h e r e  Spafish Colonial Revival was en joying great popularity and k i t h  which 
buildings of that general appearmce were associated in the minds of the average 
American. Frfsco used the style as an unofficial trademark for new depots during 
this period, so it t;as logics-lly chosen for the rendell ing of the ~ a f e t  teville - 
facility in 1925. 

The Fayette%dle Depot, abandoned today, once served as an important rnetaphor of 
cormrunity, formed around the comnon interest of travel a d  transportation. Today, 
it serves as an important visual focal point along Dickson Street, one of 
Fayetteville's busiest thoroughfares. Dickson Street serves and has served as an 
axial l i n k  between the University and the central business district of the ci ty.  
In the spring of 1987, the property catercornered to the depot was proposed as 
the site of the planned Fayetteville performing a r t s  center, and the depot itself 
is tfie target for  rmomtion by local business interests. 

The Frisco Depbt in Fayetteville is being nmhated under Criterion A for i ts  
representation of the railroad as a sigmficant facet of the city's transprtatiors 
hkstory. (Although r a  t raff ic  cmtinued to $e important through the World 
W a r  I1 years, i t s  m jor significance pre-dates that era. ) The depot is also 
king nominated d e r  Criterion C as an unaltered example of the Spanish Colonial 
Revival style. 
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verbal Boundary Descriptton Beginnkg a t  the intersection of the sidewalk on the northern 
side of Dickson S t ree t  with a perpendicular line bordering the western elevation of 
the W d i n g ,  proceed northerly along said line to  intersection w i t h  perpendicular 
line bordering the northern elevation of the building, thence proceed easterly along 

gwndarlf  JustHicatloiThese b d a r i e s  inclzlde dl of the property historically associated 
*th th is  building's function as a local railroad transportation center. 
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Verbdl Bwndary Description - Contirmed 
the building t o  the intersection w i t h  a perpendicular line bordering the eastern 
elevation of the building, thence prmeed southerly along said line t o  intersection 
with sidewalk on northern side of Didcson Street, thence proceed vesterly to pint 
of kgiming.  
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