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DESCRIBE THE PRESENTAND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICALAPPEAR*NCE 

In 1893 Dr. D e w e l l  Gann, Sx, b u i l t  a three room building in Benton, Arkansas 
for his office. The b ~ l i l d i n g ,  consttrueted of sawn bauxite blocks which 
were mined in t he  Benton area, rests on a granjte foundation. Patients 
who were malSJemto pay ;?or professionaL services rendered them by Dr. Garin 
supplied d e  ;l-&or construct the office . - 
A distinguishi-,lg feature of the -building is it five g&le roof 'which is 
a product of the Gothic Revival gnd' Righ Victorian style of architecture. 
The g a l e s  .',re decorated with wooden imbrication and brackets w i t h  pendants. 
~ ~ 1 1  omat-e brackets also decorate t h e  cornice. 

The fron'i elevation is perfectly symmetrical. The porch is supported by 
three sl-endex turned colurwts with brackets to each side and has a serpentine- 
like s;,w cut frieze. Centered in the twin front gables are small round 

4 J 

, chree--section windows of stained glass. Symmetrically placed, ornately 
' m i l l e r 3  f r o n t  doors  feature segmental arched windows with alternating 

bordr=z. panes of frosted, blue, and purple glass set in wooden mullions. 
The. chigindl patterned brass door knob and escutcheon plate remains on 
on e o f  the f ront  doors, The t o p  ,sections of the windows centered between 
tI.,e doors also have stained glass borders of red, yellow, and p e e n  glass- a 

The t m  ident ical  front waiting rooms (one f o r  women-and the other for men) 
are connected by a plain arched doorway and have ceilings of ornate pressed 
cin. Each room has a separate ent ry  to the examining room at the rear of 
the building.  Beaded w-rk surrounds t h e  doors and windows. The window 
aprons are.unusual in that t hey  have mitered comers and are.a continuation 
of the  s& pattern as that  of the window and door trim. 'Machine carved 
floral designs decorate t he  corner blocks and their crowns. Turned spindle- 

? l ike  designs are applied to t h e  plenth blocks. 

fn.1946, Dr. Dewell Gann, Js. gave the building to t he  City of Bentan as a 
library, A t  thaf time the original slate roof was replaced w i t h  asphalt 
shingles and the crest ing  along the ridge of the roof was removed. A 
25' X 45' concrete block addi t ion  was added to the rear as a reading r o o m .  
This addition changed the f lmr plan of t h e  bui ld ing  from T-shape to 
rectangular. The base of the T was absorbed into the addition but the 
original. exterior rear doorway and winfiow of the bui ld ing  are still i n t a c t  
as is the exterior bauxite wal ls  of the  rear room- Through the years window 
guards have been added and wire mesh has been instal led behind the glass 
in the f r o n t  doors. A l s o  the original three-color scheme as evidenced in 
.a photograph taken in t h e  1890's has been covered by white paint.  
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%TEMEWT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Gann Building, the only bauxite building known to bP Sn existence, was 
b u i l t  i n  1893 f o r  t h e  office of Dr. Dewell Gann, Sr. by pat ients  who could 
n o t  afford to pay for sentices he had rendered t h e m .  The s o f t  stone used 
in the construction was dug f r o m  the ground of a farm nearby, sawn into 
blocks w i t h  a handsaw and allowed to harden for six weeks .  

Dr. Gann, Sr., born March 31,  1859 in Atlanta, Georgia, graduated from 
Emoxy University in 1886. A f t e r  studying in New York briefly,he came west  
to Sheridan, Arkansas where he began the practice of medicine with 8. W. 
Mason. In 1889 he married Martha Harding {hitthome. The following year 
the couple mved to Benton, Arkansas. A f t e r  establishing a successful 
medical practice in Benton, Dr. Gann helped to organize the first Sal ine  
County Medical society. 

On September 14, 1890, Dr. D e w e l l  Gann's only son, Dewell Gann, Jr., was 
born. Following his father's profession he graduated from 1ndiana'~nivzrsity 
in 1913 with h i s  medical doctorate degree. He then returned to Arkansas to 
join hi9 fatbef's practice. An extremely learned man, Dr. Gann, Sr. i n t r o - -  
duced the therapeutic use of radium into Arkansas h 1916. From 1919 until - 
1924 he was attending surgeon at Little Rock General Hospital. During this 
time he invented a new resusciatox which helped to restore circulation as 
w e l l .  as respiration in asphyxia or drowning. In 1925 he was chosen Fellow 
-of t h e  Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. This honor had been given 
to less than ten men in the e n t i r e  U n i t e d  States at the time St was presented 
to Dr. Gann, 3r. 

In 1946 the Eann O f f i c e  was given to the C i t y  of senton to be used as a 
library. A t  this tiw an gddition was built onto the rear of the building 
and she lv ing  was installed for the books. The b~l'ding remained a library 
u n t i l  1967 when a larger f a c i l i t y  was obtained. A t  t h i s  t i m e  the  building 
was designated by t he  city to be used as a muserm for the C i t y  of Benton 
and for Saline County. 
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