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The Saline County  ourth tho use in Bentan, Arkaizsas, constructed in 1902, I 
is a two-story k i c k  structure restinq cpon a rusticated-stone foundation. I 
The bui ld ing has characteristics of P.omanesque Revival architecture in 1 

I 
its usage of s~n i s i zcu lar  arches and pyramidal tower roofs. The court- 
house was designed by architect Charles L. Thompson of Little Rack and 
built st a cost of $31,000 by John Odwn. 

i 
, . .  ., - -  . 

The Saline County Courthouse features a truncated hipped roof. Gabled 
as well as h 5 p p d  roofed dormers extend Erom the  m f l i n e  at various 
locations. A slender brick chimney rises from the south slope o f  the 

I 
hipped rmf, A castestone water table encircles the structure, A 
string course of cast stone runs around most of the building. The 
structure feakures a denticulated cornice. Windows are of t w o  basic 

i 
shapes, tall and slender and shark, double windows with semicircular 
transoms. 

The most distinguishing feature of the Saline County courthouse is the  
fm.-story clock tower. Located at the southeast corner of the building, 
this sc_uare tower is divided into three main sections hy molded belt 
courses, The first floor features paired round-arched windows, w h i l e  
all other windows are t a l l  and slender w i t h  cast-stone l k t e l s .  A 
four-faced romd clock is situated in the upper sections of t h e  toner 
above which are four rounded archways on each elevation of the tower, 
T?e clock t o w e r  is capped by a steep pyramidal roof w i t h  f i n i a l  and 
weaL5ervane; , In each of the other three corners of the courthouse is 
a two-stqry t o w e , r  featuring cas%-stone belt courses, denfieulated cornice 
an&'roljl!ti-s?izhed 'secdiia.s<&y ' hi'ndows, The towers at the northezst 
and northwest corners are topped by steep pyramidal roofs with f i n i a l ,  
whiG-&Q tbber  at the southwest corner f g a t u r e s  a st& h&ag0na1 i 
roof w i t h  f i n i a l .  

- -  * .  .. 

The facade of the S a l h e  Corinty Courthouse is marked in t h e  center by 
an arched recessed opening. The clock tower graces the south side of 
the facade, The north elevation is similar t o  the facade in that it 
also contains an arched recessed opening. 

The interior of t h e  courthouse appears to have been altered for changing 
office needs. All  inter ior  trim ana mal-ding re tain a simplicity of 
s t y l e .  

In 1903 a one-story wing  I& kg'& north side to serve as a 
jail. Th'e other addition to the  buiLdin5, a one-story w i n g ,  was nade 
to the south s i d e  during Franklin Roosevelt's admhistration to 
accommodate government agencies set up d ~ r i n g  his adminiskxation. 

The- Saline Cocnty Ccurthouse r e s t s  rlegally on the courthsase square in 
Betltolz. In good condition, this structure is a rch i t ec tu r a l l y  as w e l l  a s  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  siv-iflcant . 
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STATEMENT OF SlGNCFlCANCE 

The largest n-er of architecturally significant public buildings in 
Arkansas are the courthouses scattered over the s ta te"  75 counties. 
A structural s-1 of American government, the county courthouse serves 
as the center of.l~ca1 political activity .  Often the largest and most 
cos t ly  building in the county, the courthouse is almost always a source 
of pride to the citizens who financed and make use of its facilities. 

Saline County is centrally located, enconpassing 748 square m i l e s -  
The northern, part of the county is of rough terrain but the central 
and southern sections are we11 adapted to agriculture. 

Saline County was created by an A c t  of t he  Arkansas Legislature on 
h'ovemSer 2 ,  1835, The name was derived f r o m  numerous salt springs 
located in the county. 

The first seat  of county government was located about  five miles west. 
of Benton in a Baptist Church bwilafng. When it was .decided to &ose 
a permanent chunky seat there was  quite a disputa t ion.  Ir"i1lia;n Foodsuf f, 
editor of the Arkansas Gazette, offered 120 acxes of land which included 
the  present town of Eenton with the provision t h a t  a cowthouse squarn 
would be s e t  aside; the remaining property divided into t o m  lots and 
sold at auction;  and that the money f r o m  the sale of the lots woulG be 
used in building a courthouse. This offer  was readily accepted and lots 
were auctioned off on June 15, 1836, netting $3,381.71. The reversionary 
clause in the deed states that the courthouse square may never be sold 
without the approval. of the majority of the property owners on Benton. 
The o l d  ''Missouri Trail" ran through Benton and with mountains on the  
north and swampland on the south, t h i s  area was the only feasible rouke 
for pioneers from the east to the w o s t ,  having been well travel& since 
1815. Bgnton seemed an ideal spot on which to establish . t he  county seat. 

C o n t r a c t  f o r  a hand-made brick, two-story building, sixty. feet square, 
was let to Jacob Hoover. The courthouse w a s  completerl- in 1838 at a 
cost of $3,5 74. By 1855 this courthous& h&d bkcdk  'o~kblete 'and ' inaZeguate. 
A second courthouse was built on t h e  s i te  by Green B, Hughes. 

RY 1901 the second courthouse had been outgm-m, The quorun court on 
- October 8 ,  1901, set aside $4,000 towards the c~ns t ruc~5oa  of a new 

bui ld ing .  John Odum secured t he  contract  for a new courthouse at a 
cost of $31,000, .Proninent Little Rock architect Charles L. Thompson 
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&signed the structure. Court was f i r s t  held in the new courthouse in 
September, 1902. 

The Saline County Courthouse is a two-story brick building w i t h  
truncated hipped roof and a four-stcry tower w i t h  clock and belfry. 
Also there is a tower in each of the other three corners of t he  main 
building- The s t ruc ture  featexes rounded archways, recessed doorways, 
and denticulated cornices. The Saline County Courthouse is one of the 
few buildings of Romanesque Revival style in Arkansas. 

Architecturally, the Sa l ine  County Cowthouse is a s ign i f ican t  h is tor ica l  
structure. Restinq on t he  courthouse square, the bui lding is also 
significant as the political and governmental center of Saline County. 
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HernZon, Dallas- Centennial Eiistory o f  Arkansas. L i t t l e  Rock: S. T. Clarke 
Publishing Com~arry, 1322. 
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