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The Saline County Couzthouse in Benton, Arkansas, constructed in 1902,

is a two-stoxry brick structure resting vpeon a rusticated-stone foundation.
The buillding has characteristics of Pomanesque Revival architecturs in

its usage O semicircular arches and pyramidal tower roofs. The court-
house was designed by architect Charles L. Thompson of Little Rock and
built at a cost of $31,000 by John Odum.

The Saline County Courthouse features a truncated hipped roof. Gabled
as well as hipped roofed dormers extend from the roofline at various
locations,. 2 slender brick chimney rises from the south slope of the
hipped roof. A cast-stone water table encircles the structure. A
string course of cast stone runs around most of the building. The
structure features a denticulated cornice. Windows are of two basic
shapes, tall and slender and shori, double windows with semdicircular
transoms.

The most distinguishing feature of the Saline County Courthouse is the
four-story clock tower. Located at the southesast corner of the building,
this sguare tower is divided into three main sections by molded belt
courses. The first floor features paired round-arched windows, while
all othexr windows are tall and slender with cast-stone lintels. A
four-faced round clock is situvated in the upper sections of the tower
above which are four rounded archways on each elevation of the tower.

The clock tower is capped by a steep pyramidal roof with £inial and
weathervane. . In each of the other three corners of the courthouse is

a two-story towerfeatur;ngcast-stone belt courses, dentlculated cornice
and” round-afched second” story windows. The towers at thé northeast

and northwest corners are topped by steep pyramidal roofs with finial,
while thé tower at the southwest cornexr féatures a steen hexagonal

roof with finial.

"

The facade of the Saline County Courthouse is marked in the center by
an arched recessed opening. The clock tower graces the south side of
the facade. The north elevation is similar to the facade in that it
also contains an arched recessed opening.

The interior of the courthouse appears to have been altered for changing
office needs. All interior trim and molding retain a simplicity of
style. .

In 1903 a one-story wing was added to the north side to serve as a
jail, The other addition to the building, a one-story wing, was made
to the south side during Franklin Roosevelt's administration to
accormmodate government agencies set up during his administration.

The- Saline County Courthouse rests regally on the courthouse square in
Benton. In good condition, this structure is architecturally as well as
historically significant.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The largest number of architecturally significant public buildings in
Arkansas are the courthouses scattered over the state's 75 counties.

A structural symbol of American government, the county courthouse serves
as the center of.local political activity. Often the largest and wost
costly building in the county, the courthouse is almost always a source
of pride to the citizens who financed and make use of its facilities,

Saline County is centrally located, encompassing 748 square miles.
The northern part of the county is of rough terrain but the central
and southern sections are well adapted te agriculture.

Saline County was created by am Act of the Arkansas Legislature on
Movember 2, 1835, The name was derived from numercus salt springs
located in the county.

The first seat of county government was located about five miles west.

of Benton in a Baptist Church building. When it was decided to choose

a permanent county seat there was guite a disputation. UWilliam ¥oodruff,
editor of the Arkansas Gazette, offered 120 acres of land which included
the present téwn of Benton with the provision that a courthouse sgquarsz
would be set aside; the remaining property divided into town lots and
s0ld at auction; and that the money from the sale of the loits would he
used in building a courthouse. This offer was readily accepted and lots
ware auctioned off on June 15, 1836, netting $3,381.71. The reversionary
clause in the deed states that the courthouse square may never be sold
without the approval) of the majority of the property owners on Benton.
The old "Missouri Trail" ran through Benton and with mountains on the
north and swampland on the south, this area was the only feasible route
for pioneers from the east to the west, having been wall traveled since
1815. Benton seemed an ideal spot on which to establish . the county seat.

Contract for a hand-made brick, two-story building, sixty feet square,

was let to Jacch Hoover. The courthouse was completed in 1838 at.a

cost of $3,574, By 1B56 this courthousé had become obsolete and inadequate.
A second courthouse was built on the site by ireen B. Hughes.

By 1901 the second courthouse had been outgrown. The guorum court on
. Dctober B, 1901, set aside $4,000 towards the construction of a new

building. John 0dum secured the contract for a new courthouse at a

cost of $31,000., Prominent Little Rock architect Charles L. Thompson
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cesigned the structurs. Court was first held in the new courthouse in
Saptember, 1902.

The Saline County Courthouse is a two-story brick building with
truncated hipped rcof and a four-story tower with clock and belfry.
Also there is a tower in each of the other three corners of the main
building. The structure features rounded archways, recessed doorways,
and denticulated cornices. The Saline County Courthouse is one of the
few buildings of Romanesque Revival style in Arkansas.

Architecturally, the Saline County Courthouse is a significant historical
structure. Resting on the courthouse square, the building is also
significant as the political and governmental center of Saline County.
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Herndon, Dallas. Centennial History of Arkansas. Little Rock:
Publishing Compamy, 1D22.

S. T. Clarke
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