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1, Nmma of Pmpefly 
hlatorlc name "Arkansas 11" Riverboat 
other numeshlte number 

- . - - - - -. - . . 
atrsst & number South End of Locust  Street U not for pubElcrtlon y / ~  

sorrh L ~ U U  1 / A  cIQ, town 
state w s a s  code AR cwnty Pulaski  Code 119 zlpcodo 7 2 1 1 4  

3. Clrwlllwtlon 
Ownersh~p of Property Category al Property Numbsr ol Rewurcm wfthk Proparty 

pr~vate a bullding(s) Contributing Nancontdbutlng 
public-lmal a dlltrlct bulldlng~ 

17 pubtic-State sits riles 
[ZP pubhe-federal llLj structure 1 r t r u c t u r ~  

b b J d  - *lmn 
1 0 Totnl 

*e of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing rssclurcea previously 
KIA IEatud in the Natlonel Reglster N i A  

4. StatallFederal Agency Csrtllleatlon 

As the designatsd authority under the National Hlstoric Preserratlon Act ol 1966, es rmended, I haraby mrtWy IhrE thls 
nomination a request for determlnatlon of ellglblllty mwtr the documentation utandards tor mgl~tering pmpsrtlrs In the 

eontlnWn 8hnt. 

Stmtr or Fsdsrnl agency and bureau 

/ In my opinion. the prowrty 3 m s s t .  O d o s s  m tha National Reglsta srllerin. msr continurntion mhm. 

. - -  - -  I signaturm of commenting w mhar om~.~  ~ . t e  

State or Fmdmsl agency and bureau 

5, Natlonal Park Srrrvlcs CsrHflcetlon 
I ,  hereby, certify lhat th~s property is: 

entered in the Natronal Register. 
Sn eontlnwtlon nhw. 

Q determined ellglbPe lor the Nationas 
Reglater. Sea mntmmtlon rhmt. 
determined not eligible lor the 

ltionnl Reg Wer. 

~ < e r n o v r d  tram the Natbnal Regktar. 
other, (explain:) 

lgnrmn of the Kwplr  PIH 01 hctbn 



6; Function or Usu 
Historic Funct~ons (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories fmm instructions) 

rnUSP-~ar~s - ~ ~ t n t ~ d  / a t  VACANT] Not in Use 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Malerials (enter categoris from instructions) 
{enter categories from instructions) 

OTRER: Steel-Hulled Stesn-Wheeler 
foundation N/A 
walls N/A 

roof N /A 
other Steel 

Wood 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

See mtinuation sheet 
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Summary 

The Arkansas II is a steel-hulled stern-wheeler with a welded steel cabin on the fmt deck and 
a w d  frame cabin on the second deck A wood frame pilot house rises above the second 
deck toward the front of the b a t .  The stern paddle wheel is consmcted of steel framing and 
wooden buckets. It was design& for the A r m y  Corps of Engineers as an inland watenvay, 
navigational maintenance vessel and was originally powered by steam engines. 

Elaboration 

The Arkansas II i s  a steel-hulled sternwhele~, two decks in height, with a pilot house lwated 
toward the front of the boat which rises above the level of the second deck The steel hut1 is 
of the flat bottom type with n raked bow and measures 177 feet, 1 inch in length, 38 feet, 7 
inches in breadth (beam) and six feet in depth amidships. The frst deck machinery housing 

- cabin i s  fabricated from 114 inch welded steel and measures 126 feet in length, 28 feet, 5 
inches in width and 10 feet, 4 inches in height. The second deck cabin is of wood frame 
construction and measures 111 feet in length, 28 feet, 5 inches in width and 8 feet in height 
with a narrow, central raised deck which runs the length of the boat and rises 2 feet above 
the roof of the second deck The stern paddle wheeI is fabricated of steel framing and wooden 
buckets, and measures 22 feet in length and 16 feet in diameter. The Arkansas IT has a hold 
with a depth of six feet and a draft of 3.5 feet. 

The extesior of the b a t  is largeIy undecorated and is fenesmted only the same simple, 
rectangular window openings with which it was outfitted wiginally. The greater number of 
windows on the second deck than on the f~st is explained by the fact that the second deck 
served as quarters for the crew, while the first deck housed only m h b e ~ .  An exterior 
covered walkway extends around all four sides of 'both decks, allowing sheltered access to the 
machinery and steam engines (long since removed) and the living quarters (also largely 
removed). The apen bow with its concrete deck - which extends fifty feet beyond the front 
of the cabin area - was designed to support cranes and other snag removal equipment. The 
only other alterations of note include the addition of the double stahway on the h n t  of the 
cabin area and the removal of the central smokestack miginally located just behind the pilot 
house. 
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Summary Criterion C, local significance 

The Arkansas XI was constmcted 1939-40. Though its steel hull was buiIt by the Bethlehem 
Steel Company of Leetsdafe, Pennsylvania, the installation of the propulsion equipment and 
dl other machinery, and the fabrication of the supersmcm was performed by the Memphis 
(Ensley Bottoms) shipyards of the U. S. A m y  Corps of Engineers; as such, the Arkansas II 
was the last steam-powered stemwheeler constructed by the Corps' Memphis District Engineer 
fleet, and zeputedly the last stemwheeler built by the Corps of Engineers throughout the nation, 

Elaboration 

For all of the romance and myth it acquired, the heyday of the steambaz on the inland 
waterways af the United States was remarkably brief. Though it was inwmluced in 1811 and 
continued to operate until around the turn of the century, the prduction and use of steamboats 

- flowished for only about thirty years, from 1840 to 1870. Of course, these were the grand 
riverboats of which such writers as Mark Twain spoke so lovingly, carrying colorful characters 
of all sms up and down the grand river valleys of America, between such storied ports as 
Cincinnati, St. Louis, Memphis, Natchez and New Orleans. Paradoxicdly, the advent of such 
far less glamorous steam-powe~d craft as snag boats for the purpose of maintaining 
navigational channels and charting the rivers' shifting courses did not occur until after the 
success of the sailroads precipitated the decline in the f a n e s  of the steamboat indusay. It 
was in 1874 that the federal government fitst decided u p  a program of navigational 
improvements to make the rivers safe for steamboats, when Congress authorized the erection 
of beawn lights, day boards and buoys on the western rivers as aids to navigation. The decade 
thereafter saw the introduction of a system of channel improvements, including dikes and wing 
dams, which helped to keep the rivers within their bounds and provided deeper, snag-free 
channels. It was during this p e r i d  in 1879, that Congress also established the Mississippi 
River Commission, the principal purpose of which was to coordinate a .  flood conno1 and 
levee construction throughout the Mississippi River valley. The commission consisted of seven 
Presidentially-appointed members, three of which were from the Corps of Engineers. 

Nevertheless, the popularity of steamboats continued to decline during the end of h e  
nineteenth centwy and the beginning of she twentieth, even in spite of the fact that the cod 
industry had become cognizant of the fact that it was far cheaper to ship coal ria barges 
towed by steam-powered boats than by rail cars. River commerce continued to languish until 
1918, when the railroads were unable to meet the ovenvhelming demand for transportation 
brought about by World War I. At the suggestion of a group of western industrialists, the 
federal government authorized the Federal Barge Line, which operated under the War 

I 

-- Department and consisted initially of five towboats and twenty-fire barges - most of which 
were supplied fiom the Corl>s of Engineers. This small enterprise proceeded to prove what 
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some had long maintained: that bulk h i g h  could be moved more economically by water than 
by sail. Thereafter the rivers were literally back in business again and river commerce 
continued to gmw until it far surpassed, in volume, the best years of the steamboats. It soon 
became evident during this period of renewed commercial vidity and increasing cootdination 
of river control and navigation by the federal government that vessels would be required to 
eleat the rivers and maintain the various navigational aids. The ever-conservative nature of 
public agencies and the demand upon hem to economize resulted in the Corps' mycling and 
salvage of older vessels, which only perpetuated their use of steam power long after 
commercial towboats had convened to diesel. 

The Arkansas II was consacted 2939-40 and replaced the Arkansas I, another steam-powered 
sternwheeler which had k e n  consmcted 40 years earlier for the same putpose. Its steel hull 
was built by the Bethlehem Steel Company of Leetsdale, Pennsylvania, near Pittsburgh, and 
then floated down the Ohio md Mississippi Rivers to Memphis. The fabrication of the 
suptrsmcture and the installation of the propulsion equipment, and dl other machinery was 

- performed by the Memphis (Ensley Bottoms) shipyards of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 
according to their own plans and specifications. The installation of the machinery was 
supervised by Leroy Wikmson, chief engineer of the United States Dredge Fleet. All the 
machinery was salvaged from the U.S.S. Chas. D. Harris, another oId Navy steamboat, and 
the engines were fueled with oil. The total cost of constsuction was $210,000. Captain Ray 
E. Allen was the first master of the Arkansas 11, David Blankenship was the first pilot and 
Paul B. Hudson was chief engineer. 

The simple, unornamenaed design of the Arkansas II is reflective of its function. Like its 
predecessor, the Arkansas I1 performed almost exclusively as a navigational maintenance 
vessel, hquuently referred to as a "snag boat." As a p a d  boat for the Corps of Engineers, 
the Arkansas II worked the Mississippi, Arkansas and White Rivers reading channel depths 
and m k i n g  the channels with buoys and lights. A cranc apparatus was installed near the bow 
of the b a t  and used to remove fallen aees and other debris from the shipping channels. The 
Arkansas LI served as the principal navigational maintenance boat for the Cwps on these 
wataways during its twenty-six y e m  of service and was a familiar sight among those who 
travelled these rivers. 

Maintenance boats such as the ATkansas I1 were designed to be inhabited by a crew for 
relatively long periods of h e  while the boat was away from its home port. A newspaper 
anicle from June of 1940 indicates that the new Arkansas II was scheduled to tie up at Pine 
Bluff occasionally, but that it would work its assigned waterways continuously for most of the 
summer, only returning to Memphis in the event that its services were rs quired there. The 
upper deck was outfitted with officers' q u m ,  a dining ball, a cookhouse and quarters fm 
the general crew, and was heated throughout with steam. 
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After it was retired from active senrice by the Corps in 1966, the Arkansas II was purchased 
fmr by the Iowa Power Company, then by River Excmions of Stillwater, Minnesota, and 
Easdy by River Restaurants International of Memphis, Tennessee far use as a floating 
restaurant. It was only upon its return to Memphis that the original steam engines were 
removed. Though extensive intmior mdf~cations were ~quired  for adaptation as a recreational 
vessel and a restaurant, the exterior remains largely as it appeared when it was consmcted, 
and it is the intent of the current owners to restore the entire exterior to its original 
appearance. 

The Arkansas II was the last steam-powered sternwheeler constructd by the Corps' Memphis 
Disaict Engineer fleet. and reputedly the last sternwheeler built by the Corps of Engineers 
throughout the nation. It survives as an intact example of the functional workboats designed 
and constructed by the Corps of Engineers for the purpose of maintaining the navigable inland 
waterways before such duties were taken over by the United States Coast Guard. 
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Verbal Boundarv Description 

The Arkansas II Riverboat is mooxed just off the northern s h m  of the Arkansas River, to the 
east of the Interstate 30 bridge at the southern end of k u s t  Street in North Little Rock 
Beginning at the northwestern cmer of the boat, the boundary proceeds southerly dong the 
western or front elevation of the h a t  to the point formed by the intersection of said line with 
et perpendicular line running along the southern elevation of the boat; thence proceed easterly 
along said line to a point fwmed by its intersection with a perpendicular line mnning along 
the eastern or stern elevaaion of the  boa^ thence proceed northerly dong said line to the point 
formed by its intersection with a perpendicdar line running along the northern elevation of 
the boat; thence proceed westerly along said line to the point of beginning. 



8. Statement of SCgnlf lcnnca 
Certify~ng official has considered the ~ignifiegnoe of this property in relation to other properties: 

- pplicable National RegEster Criteria r] A [7 B c D 

riteria Cllnsideratiom (Exceptions) 1 7 ~  le C D E 1 F G 

Areas of Signfficance {enter categories from instructions) 
E 

Period of Significance Significant Dates 
1939-1 940 NJA 

Signtficant Person 
N/A 

ArdritectlBuilder 
Corps of Engineers - 

State signkfi~nca of property, and just@ criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods d significance noted above. 



8sr contlnuatlon rhast 
Pwloum doeurnrnrmtlon on 1111 (NPS): 

pn~lrn~naty datbrmlnatl8n ot lndlvldual Itntlng (38 CFR 87) 
ha8 bbsn mueatad 

! prrvloualy Il&ted In the Natlonal Reglrter 
prsvloumly detsrmlnod Jlglble by the Nmtlonal R#gl8Zer 
dr~lgnatsd a National Hlstorlc Landmark 
recorded by Hlstorlc Amarlcan Bulldings 
Survey d 
recorded by Hlatorle American Englnebrtng 

Pr1mar)r loeatlm of mddltlonml data: 
state htatw~c pnrewntlon otl~ca 

B Other State agency 
Fsdsml agency 
Local gwsrnmant 
Unlvsr~ity 
other 

Swlv rsposbry: 
Record # 

10. Geographical Oatn 
Qcreage of property Less than one 

- 
UTM References 
A 11151 15 16171611 ,O1 13, 8141 "j 511101 

Zone Easling Northrng 
0 1  u u 

Zone Easting Nonhing 

D W  u u 
Ses continuation a h ~ t  

Vsrbel Boundary Psacriptlon 

Sea contlnuatlon nhaet 

This boundary includes a l l  the property historical ly  associated wi th  this resource. 

See contlnuatlon 8heM 
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