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The Old Arsenal in C i t y  Park is a two-story brick building vLth 
two w i n g s  f lanking a central. tover, A11  of the stone used in the  
foundations came from Big Rock, north of the Arkansas River, and.all . 
the tlnber used in construction was cut and hauled from around Pine 
B l u f f ,  The brick nay have been made in the brickyard of Thornas Thom, 
who also  s u p p l i e d  the  brick tha t  gas used in const~ucting the Old 
S t a t e  House. Beans were 14'' X l4", joined ~ i t h  thick iron plates and 
bol ts  and placed on 11% foot  centers. 

A 

Today the exterior o f - t h e  building is completely r e b u i l t .  'The 
in te r io r  has been altered o n l y  s l i g h t l y  to accomodate its present use 
as a Museum o f  Science and Natural History. 

Nater Toe use of the  word "rebuilt" was perhaps misleafing, but substan- 
tiaqlly cornact; at least as 5t applies to the woodan v ~ ~ a n t f a s  a ~ d  s t a i r -  
ways. The baaic brick a d  nasonry struc%ure remains mal tersd ,  vhFle the  
~ i o d e n  ~ppurtanancea have bean restored to t h e i r  pre-1960 appearance, 
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The Old Arsenal is a two-story, brick, rectangular stsuc-turs 
1221 lo,%, 42f wide, with a fuZl basement, and a three-z tov  cren- 
e l l a t e d  tower, octagonal in shape and 25' in &meter. The t o w e r  is 
located at t h e  center of the north side. of the building, 

Rubble exterior wal ls ,  3' 11" th ick ,  rise from the foundations to 
the  first floor l d .  Above t h i s  potnt  exter ior  w a l l s  are brf ck 
areragbg 21 9" thick. A l l  i n t e r l o r  partitions are woad frms. F i r s t ,  
and second f loor  j o i s t s  are 3~'XL2"s on centars .  F i r s t  floor joists 
z re  supoorted by heavy wood girders supported by m o d  posts, The roof 
J trzlct&e consists  af  heavy woo& trdsses spaced approximately 10% on 
centers,  support ing 8"X10n p w z n s  an& 3"~6'+afters 1611 on centem, 
and 3l~i;Ltt  c e i l i ~ x  rafters 16" on cepters.  

3 r~ood veranda runs the f u l l  l e n g t h  of  thz first  f l o o r  on; the 
- south side, the raof  being supported by wood colums spaced approx- - 

Lrta tely 17' on centers. A t m - s t o r y  veranda m s  along tb? nor tn  s i d e  
from the  ends bf t h e  building, temif iat ing a% t h e  octagord t w e r  i~ 
t h e  center of the stmcture. L i ~ t e l s  over n a r r w  whduws =e Zinestoce, ' 

Phase over wide *dnduws are wood. 

'in2 s h n t  of t h e  foundations is thouzht to have come from Big 
Eock, nor th  of the Arkansas Rirer, P-11 t imber used i n  t h e  constructLon 
cane fron noas Pine ElrlPf, The br5ck is be l i evedto  have been made i n  
the b r5cba rd  of Thomas "I'orrn, who d s o  supgzied the b r k 4  t h a k  u a s  unsd 
in t k e  cons t ruc t ion  of the Old Stab House, 

The bui ld ing  is in excellent eontiition, having recently undargon* 
an exter ior  renolr~tion,  1-7hile the basic brick s t m c t w ~  has ~ ~ m a i n e d  
unaltered o;rer t h e  years, there have been marry chmges in t h 8  t.roodafi 
-:erzndas and exter ior  stafruayz. It is entjxely possible that the. 
buLldina  w a s  originally b u i l t  w5thout vcracdas, An 1853 Harper1 a 
c n ~ r a - r i q  shows the rear of the ar~e f ia l  and no wranda exxs is a t  t h a t  
tL-c?. Existing photographs of the building prior to 19C0, ho~ever, 
shew t h o  verandas e x i s c n g  on the f ron t  of t h e  building in much t h e  
sat= Rarner as they a m  today. Photographs and measured draxiqs ~ a d e  
durl33 t h e  1935 His toec  American Buildings Survey show t h e  two veran- 
$ 3 3 ,  but the second floor vhranda was kcLthout a roof ~t t h a t  t h e ,  Tha 

j p:@sent restoration corf oms  to the pre-1900 appearance. 

i As previously noted, virt.~al$j zll dPtera+,iors have botn to the 
I ' 4 ~ ~ ? 2 2 ,  exterior portions of t h e  building.  Some balustraCes have baen 
1 rp.7.rre2 f r o s  the f i rs t  fboar vermdas and new exter lor  stabdays Lo Lbe 
r cp-tral door of t he  octagonal. t oxer  have been instzXled in order to I 

t9ft.r channel t h e  f l o w  of v i s i t o r s  through t5c main entrance of t he  
PI.-,, -.---U:7.m The only interior ehenges have been %he add i t lon  of some nex 
~ ~ t i t i 0 3 3  at t=he base~enf ;  l e v ~ l .  (See Cantinuation Sheet $2) 
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Except for the octagonal touer, the  building is. n o t  an unusual. 
structure and it would be difficult  to describe it a3 belonging t o  
any particular style, 



There had been much ta lk  beEore 1836 of establishing an arsenal 
within the Territory of Arkansas, but little kad been done to actually 
gek the project started, 

. . 
J u s t  after-Arkansas was  admitted i n t o  the  Union, Governor James 

Sevier C-ay r a d e  a plea to the War Department in which he said, 'We 
t r u s t  t h a t  t h e  enlightened ne~bers of t h a t  body {neanitlg Congress) wiL; 
not f o t z e t  t he  claims of Arkansas upon the public revenue. We are a 
frontier people  exposed t o  savage invasions and are often in pressing 
need of assistance and protection which only  the Federa l  goveznment 
can afford." 

The governor went on to point out tha t  many Indians were constant- 
ly passkg  through on t h e i r  way t o  lands further west. The War Depart- 
n e a t  responded and appropr i a t ed  t h e  sum of  $14,000 f o r  en arsecal t o  be 
b u i l t  at L i t t l e  Rock. They then sent Lieutenant F, L. Jones of Army 
t o  se lec t  t he  site. The site which he chose i s  the  same which today 
x k e s  up EhcArthur Park, 

The next two years were spent  drawing up the agreements for the 
buiLding supplies, Then in 1838 a l l  was ready to begin, Mr. John Yamley 
Walker, a govement  employee, was sent from Baton Rouge, where he was 
supenrising the building of an arsenal there ,  to L i t t l e  Rock to serve 
as supemisor and master bui lder  for the j o b  here. He liked Arkansas 

' so weLP t h a t ,  a f t e r  cornplstlon of the Arsenal, he decided to make h i s  
hone here. According to the 1850,Census, three of his children were 
born on Arkansas so i l .  

From t3e time of the Arsenal's completion in 1840, u n t l P  the out- 
break of thp, CTvPL 1 1 ~ ~  l i t t l e  happened to d i s t u r b  the regb-ented life 
of the post .  Then came the f r a n t i c  months before the outbreak of the 
war, Tie secessiar? novemcnt was growi~g.  Several states had already 
seceded end in P ~ k a n s  as the senti~en', was gaining ground, In Novamber 
of 1860 t h e  Second U n i t e d  States Artillery was transferred to L t t t L e  
R ~ c k  from Fort Leavsn~orth, !Kansas, w i t h  Capta in  Jaxss T o t t e n  i n  
comznd. 

I (See Continua t ion S h e a t )  



' took s t e p s  to secure the Arsenal, On February 8, 1861, Captain Totten 
I 

surrendered the Arsenal, intact ,  t o  Henry I?, Rector, Governor of Ark- 
! ansas. The land and the buildings of the arsenal were valued at $100,000 

and contained machinery for the repair of arms, IQ,000 scand of arms, 
amuni t ion  and,several cannon. 

I . - 

On t he  6th and 7th of.Eiarch, 1862, Union forces under General 
Sarmel Curtis defeated the Confed2rate forces under General Van Dorn 
at t he  Battle of Pea Ridge, This defeat l e d  Van Ilorn to wlthdraw Elcross 
the H.f iss iss ippi  River in April of 1862. V a n  D o n  s t r i p p e d  Xrkartsas of 
mon and military s u p p l i e s  and even removed machinery f r o m  the arsenal. 

In t he  l a t t e r  par t  of May, 1862, Major ~ e n e r i l  Thomas C .  Hindman . 
took com,and of t h e  military s i t u a t i o n  in  Arkadsas. The arsena l  had ,' 

never been adequately u t i l i z e d .  The machinery f o r  the manufacture of 
amnunition had been operative from the time of the seizure of the ar-  
senal in February of  1861, until its removal by Van Dorn; and ~ o n f  Gd- 
erate t r oops ,  routed through L i t t l e  Rock had used the machinery to manu- 
f a c t u r e  ca r t idges  f o r  themselves, Hindman endeavored to'make the 
a r s lna l  operative,  He secured materials f o r  paking a m u n i t i o n  from the  
c i t i z e n s  of Littie Rock by means of donatio~s, purchases and i;npressnents. 
Hz re-es tablished a laboratory  at the arsenal  to manufac t ~ r e  amuni t ion,  
H e  employed o r  conscripted gunsmiths, in-press ed or 'purchased t oo l s  and 
began ?o u t i l i z e  the shops of  tke arsenal t o  r e p a i r  damaged guns. In 
P,ugust of 1862, the  L i t t l e  Rock Arse~al became an o f f i c i a l  Confederate 
Ordnancz Sta t ion.  The arsenal was b u i l t  up and d i d  considerable man- 
u f a c t u r e  of amnunition and repaLr of small arms. Vith the fall of 
L i t t l e  Rock to the Union forces on September 10, 1863, t h e  ConfeGerates 
were forced to evacuate the arsenaL and t o  move t h e i r  operat ions  to - 

kkadelphia  and later to Tyler, Texas. The arsenal remained in Union 
hands until the end of the war, 

Fa.-n 10-?400 U N I T E D  5 .  ATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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After the C i v i l  War the  arsenal '  se t t l ed  i n t o  the r o u t i n e  l i f e  of 
a peace tine m i l i t a r y  p o s t .  The only  t r u l y  - significant event t h a t  " 

occured et t h e  post  was the birth of Douglas MacArthur on January  26, 
1550. 0.2 A p r i l  23, 1892, t h e  a r s e ~ a l  and grounds were t raded  by the 
Federal government f o r  1000 acres of ground, nor th  of the Arkansas 
River, which was armed by t h e  citizens of Little Rock, me arsenzl  :<as 
turned over  t o  the  city w i t h  the s Lipu la  t io r .  that the grounds be "forever 
exclusively d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  u s e s  and purposes  o f  a p u b l i c  p2rk.I' 

{,':~:cm bmr a I I  e n l r l s s )  
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