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DESCRlBE THE PRESENT A W O  O U l t l N A L  rlf m} P H Y S t C A L  &PLEAR*NCE 

The Absalom F o w l e r  House was probably begun late 
in 1839 and completed sometime in 1840. Upon its com- 
p l e t i o n  Mr, F o w l e r  named the house wMaqnolia" and 
planted a double r o w  of magnolia trees from t he  f r o n t  
steps to the street, Apparently Mr. Fowler was h i s  
own archi tect  as was typical of t h i s  day and t i m e ,  
however, he had some unusual ideas about t h e  kind of 
house that he wanted and t h e  appearance he wanted to 
achieve. The house strongly resembles t h e  classic 
designs of Thomas Jefferson, 

The one story f r o n t  portico is supported on 
fluted I o n i c  columns having a cornice of very well 
proportioned des ign  including dent i  1s , A balustrade 
r a i l  tops the one story f r o n t  port ico having a sheaf 
design set between simple paneled square piers deco- 
r a t ed  w i t h  s m a l l  moldings. The f ron t  entrance has a 
w i d e  s ingle  door w i t h  sidelights and a fan-shaped 
transom. Directly above is an ident ica l  doorway 
opening onto the open area atop the portico, Three 
windows, having double hung s i x  l i g h t s  sash, flank 
the doorway on e i t h e r  s i d e  on bo th  t h e  f i r s t  and 
second f loors ,  Originally they had louvered shutters. 
The entablature that completely surrounds the house 
i s  of unusual design w i t h  smal l  scaled modil l ion 
blocks and an unusual double row of d e n t i l s  alternate- 
ly spaced d i r e c t l y  above one another  to form a s m a l l  
checkerboard p a t t e r n ,  The east side of t h e  house had 
originally a small porte cochere with a ba lu s t r ade  
r a i l  and columns matching exactly the front portico.  
The moderately low hipped roof w a s  originally crowned 
w i t h  a balus t rade  ra i l ing  which also matched both t h e  
f r o n t  por t ico  and the east parte cachere, The rear 
el l -shaped piazza had a double s e t  of e i g h t  Ionic  
style columns, one set superimposed over the  other 
to %om a t w o  story gallery. The main house has  four 
chimneys, one on e i t h e r  end of t h e  main center  sec- 
t i o n  of the  house,  the t h i r d  at t h e  end of t h e  o r ig -  
inal e l l  going to the southeast and t h e  fourth at t h e  
end of the extended ell on t h e  south end of t h e  bui ld-  
ing. The t w o  story k i t c h e n  bui ld ing  located west of 
the main s t r u c t u r e  separated by a distance of not more 
t h a n  e i g h t  feet was probably o r i g i n a l l y  only a one 
story k i t c h e n .  T h i s  structure has  a hip roof w i t h  an 
entablature treatment t h a t  resembles t h e  main house, 
however, it is executed in offse t  ribbons of b r i c k  
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w i t h  only a simple wood cornice, The kitchen b u i l d -  
i n g  is presently connected to the main house by a 
small enclosed passageway, obviously not o r i g i n a l ,  
however, The ell to t h e  southeast of t h e  main house 
was b u i l t  in two sections,  the first pa r t  at the 
same t i m e  as the main central part of the house, 
however, at some la te r  date the ell was extended to 
t w i c e  its o r i g i n a l  length,  The joint in t h e  brick- 
work can be clearly seen as the coursing does not  
match perfectly, however, t h e  cornice, gallery col- 
umns and e n t a b l a t u r e  do match t h e  o r i g i n a l  exactly, 

Originally the house had s ix  major rooms ar- 
ranged in an el1 shape w i t h  the entrance portico on 
the  n o r t h ,  a porte cochere on the east  and an ell- 
shaped open piazza on the south and west sides of 
the ell. The very unusual front hall or gallery, 
as it might be cal led,  stretches completely across 
t h e  north f r o n t  of the house, A beautifully pro- 
portioned spiral staircase is at the east end of 
this gallery that i s  approximately n i n e  and one- 
h a l f  feet w i d e .  T h i s  stairway makes a full three- 
quarter  turn beginning at the bottom and ending at 
the second floor. A simple but finely proportioned 
balustrade runs the e n t i r e  length and at t h e  half- 
way point where the s t a i r s  no Longer touch t h e  out-  
s i d e  curved wall a ba lus t rade  r a i l  begins aga in  to 
close in t h e  o u t e r  s i d e  of the stairway, forming a 
balcony r a i l i n g  from t h e  second f l o o r .  T h i s  s ta i r -  
way is b u i l t  agains t  a curved p l a s t e r  wall which 
creates a b l i n d  window of the easternmost w i n d o w  on 
t h e  north facade both on t h e  first and second f loo r s .  
The s t a i r  is open unde rnea th  and has twenty-one 
treads w i t h  twenty-two risers. The ou te r  curved 
wall of the s t a i r  is decorated w i t h  a plaster relief 
design d iv ided into twenty-five panels, each panel 
alternating four panels  vertically in one section 
w i t h  the next section having three panels vertically. 
These panels are decorated with oval des igns  and 
garlands of flowers in a very de l i ca t e ,  small scale ,  
classical pa t te rn .  
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East and west  downstairs par lors  each open 
f r o m  the f r o n t  gallery or hallway and have a s i n -  
gle door w i t h  transom into t hem.  The west  par lo r  
has t w o  i n t e r i o r  double hung sash windows between 
t h i s  in ter ior  gallery hall and the room itself, 
The east  room h a s  one window opening from t h e  gal-  
l e ry  into it. The two parlors downstairs b o t h  
have t h e i r  o r ig ina l  fireplaces, however, t h e  man- 
tels appear to have been changed at a l a te r  date. 
The p r e s e n t  mantels are marble Renai ssance style 
w i t h  wood framed ornate overmantels with mirrors, 
As late as 1941 both parlors had handpainted ceil-  
ings w i t h  oval pat te rns  of nymphs holding gar lands  
of flowers, arranged around a la rge  brass and csys- 
t a l  chandelier.  T h i s  decoration was undoubtedly 
not  o r i g i n a l  but probably dated from t h e  1870's. 
The t w o  rooms in the o r i g i n a l  e l l  downstairs have 
had the  p a r t i t i o n  removed between them, An exten- 
s ion  onto t h e  o r ig ina l  ell of t h e  house is as large 
again as t h e  original ell was and contains one large 
room downstairs wi thpaneledwainscot ing  and pla te  
r a i l  and f i replace w i t h  m a n t e l  and w a s  intended as 
the d in ing  room. T h i s  woodwork is in l a te  Victor ian  
style. Under t h i s  wing is a cellar conta in ing  t h e  
furnace as well as storage space. No basement ex- 
ists under the o r i g i n a l  main house. The ell-shaped 
piazza has been closed in on b o t h  t h e  first and 
second floors, however,  the o r i g i n a l  fluted Ion i c  
style columns are s t i l l  in place. 

It is believed that an oval-shaped openLng 
existed in the c e i l i n g  of t he  f ront  gallery w i t h  
a r a i l i n g  surrounding it at the second f l o o r  l eve l  
and t w o  chandel iers  suspended f r o m  the second story 
c e i l i n g  down through t h i s  opening to l i g h t  both the 
first and second floors of t h e  house, T h i s  u p s t a i r s  
gallery has now been div ided i n t o  three m o m s  with 
the f l o o r  w e l l  closed up and a bathroom.installed in 
the western end of t h i s  space w i t h  a p a r t i t i o n  between 
a center room that was created and a smaller area 
where the stairway s t i l l  exists  as it did originally. 
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A door separates t h i s  front gallery f r o m  t h e  i n n e r  
center h a l l  on the second f loor .  However, it ap- 
pears that a pa r t i t i on  d i d  not ex i s t  when t h e  house 
was f i rs t  b u i l t  and o r i g i n a l l y  formed a T-shaped 
hall on t h e  second floor. A door in t h e  s o u t h  end 
of t h i s  center h a l l  opens onto t h e  upstairs ell- 
shaped piazza. On the eas t  wall of t h i s  center 
h a l l  i s  a narrow staircase that goes to the a t t i c ,  
beginning at t h e  south end of t he  center h a l l  just 
i n s ide  the door to t he  piazza. A t  the top of t h i s  
s t a i r  is another  s t i l l  more narrow staircase that 
leads to t h e  flat upper por t ion  o f  the roof t h a t  
was originally surrounded by a balustrade r a i l i n g ,  
The two o r i g i n a l  large bedrooms upstairs  s t i l l  have 
their o r i g i n a l  wood mantels t h a t  match the basic 
design of the woodwork used throughout  the o r i g i n a l  
house. The t w o  rooms in the o r i g i n a l  e l l  of t h e  
house upstairs  have had the p a r t i t i o n  removed be- 

, . tween them and is one Large room presently. T h i s  
room also has a wooden mantel  with engaged f l u t e d  
columns having Ionic cap i ta l s  t h a t  match t h e  col- 
m s  of the rear piazza. 

The present two s t o r y  kitchen building loca- 
ted just west of t h e  piazza conta ins  t h r e e  rooms on 
the f irst  f l o o r  and one large room on t h e  second 
floor. It is believed that t he  k i t c h e n  has  always 
been on t h e  f i r s t  floor and that servants ' quarters 
w e r e  later located on t h e  second f loor ,  However, 
other outbuildings, no longer existing, w e r e  prob- 
ably t h e  original servants"quarters because the 
k i t c h e n  apparently was a one story building when 
t h e  house w a s  f i r s t  built. 

T h i s  s o l i d  b r i c k  house is in basically sound 
condi t ion,  Because the a l t e r a t i o n s  to t h e  house 
are of a relatively minor nature, a restoration 
could be technically au then t i c  as far as the m a i n  
structure is concerned. And, because of t h e  un- 
usual, if n o t  unique f loor  p lan ,  and the  interest-  
i n g  arrangement of s t a i r s ,  galleries, piazzas, 
and por t i cos ,  the A b s a l e r n  Fowler House is one 05 
t h e  most architecturally s i g n i f i c a n t  structures 
e x i s t i n g  in Arkansas today. 
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I "Magnolia'? was b u i l t  between 1838 and 1840. 
Aga in ,  the records are uncer ta in .  

Absalorn Fowler,  t h e  builder of wMagnolia,vt 
was an i m p o r t a n t  figure in t h e  ea r ly  days of 
Arkansas. Kis l ife has been something of a 
mystery in the annals of the s t a t e  because al- 
most nothing is known of h i s  e a r l y  life. It is 
not even known w i t h  c e r t a in ty  when he first 
arrived in Litt le Rock, t h e  city where he was 
to make h i s  fortune,  

It is known that Fowler  w a s  practicing l a w  
in t h e  territory in 1829, f o r  the- ~rkansas~~azette 
carried h i s  professional card in i t s  advertisements. 
It is t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  F o w l e r  had arrived at the s m a l l  
settlement of L i t t l e  Rock a year or t w o  earlier ,  
having come on foot and having arrived penniless. 
In 1834 Fowler marr ied Elvira Boswell of Batesville. 
There w e r e  no c h i l d r e n .  

By 1837, Absalom Fowler  was prosperous enough 
to purchase a t h r e e  acre tract  of land from William 
Stevenson and several adjoining lots the following 
yeax. By t h i s  t i m e  Fowler had already served as 
delegate to the State Constitutional Convention of 
1836 and as a Representative from Pulaski County 
in the T e r r i t o r i a l  General. Assembly of 1 8 3 5 .  Ee 
had also already run for Governor as a Whig bu t  
had been defeated by James S .  Cenway. The r i s i n g  
young lawyer was to serve t w o  o the r  terms in the 
legislature and to become the leader of the Whig 
p a r t y  in Arkansas. 

It is cer ta in  that E l v i r a  died in 1842. Only 
seven months later Absalom w a s  remarr ied to Frances 
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Ann L e w i s ,  a young lady nineteen years h i s  junior .  
Again, there were no children. 

A f t e r  1840 F o w l e r  was less active in publ ic  
life, although he  once more served i n  the state 
legislature (18441, He seems to have spent m o s t  
of h i s  time in the small office w h i c h  stood on t h e  
grounds of h i s  home. He became l e ss  and less pop- 
u l a r  with his colleagues and perhaps more and more 
i s o l a t e d  from the mainstream of the young State's 
p o l i t i c a l  and social l i fe .  

Absalorn F o w l e r  died June 4, 1859, a f t e r  suf- 
fer ing a s t r o k e  w h i l e  arguing  a case in t he  Federal 
court .  

I 

Next to Absalom Fowler the most noted owner 
of "Magnoliatf was Major John D. Adams, By 1852 

. . Major Adams had established a steamboat l i n e  be- 
tween Little Rock and Arkansas C i t y  and a n o t h e r  
between Memphis and N e w  Orleans. As h i s  shipping 
interest became more lucrative, he d i v e r t e d  p r o f i t s  
f o r  t h e  purchase of cot ton l a n d  and u l t i m a t e l y  ac- 
quired s i x  large co t ton  p lan ta t ions .  

A t  t h e  beginning of the C i v i l  W a r ,  John Adams 
d i s p o s e d  of his r iver  boats  and enlisted i n  the Con- 
federate cause. Although he served t h r o u g h o u t  the 
w a r  and a t t a i n e d  the rank of major, this c o n f l i c t  
proved as d i s a s t r o u s  to him personally, as it had 
to the Southern cause, H i s  Long absence f r o m  h i s  
business i n t e r e s t s  and his heavy investment in 
Confederate Sonds left him in a p r e c a r i o u s  f inan-  
c i a l  p o s i t i o n .  He immediately set  to work rebui ld-  
ing  h i s  r i v e r  boat  business and succeeded to an 
even greater degree t h a n  he had before the w a r .  

By 1875 Major Adams had regained s u f f i c i e n t  
affluence to purc3ase t h e  F o w l e r  Home- A Mason and 
prominent Episcopalian, Major Adams served h i s  state 
as p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  World's Fair  Commission from t h e  
S t a t e  of Arkansas. He also served Arkansas as Commis- 
sioner of Agriculture, Mines, and Manufacturers. 
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The ~ e x k  oxner of the Fowler House was the 
Gracie  f ami ly  w h o  lived in it u n t i l  1 9 2 3  when John 
M. Gracie sold it to the Roman Catho l i c  Diocese of 
L i t t l e  3ock. 

EHTRY N U M B E R  D A T E  

I 

The prope r ty  was a s s igned  to St. A,rdrew- P z c r i s h  
a,zd served as St. Andrew's C a t h o l l c  School from 1923 
u n t i l  1961. From 1961 to the present t i m e  the A ~ s u ~ G ~  
Fowler %use has served t h e  St. Andrewts P a r r l s k  as 
the St. Andrew's Day C a r e  Center and residence Sor 
t h e  t w o  Xuns who operate it, 

{Numbor OH mnlrlce> 
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Form Ma. 10-301 a 
I"w. 13.7'.1 

UB1TEU STATES DEPARTMENT OF 'TtlE INfEKIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVFCE 

I N.4'XTONAL REGIS'SER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPEZTY PHOTOGRAPH FORFwI 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED I- . . 

$ATE ENTERED 
. . 

I 
SEE INSTRUCTIONS f N HOW 70 COMPLE7E Nd TIONAL REGISTER fORMS I 

TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLCiSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 1 

HISTOA'C Absalom Fowler House 1 
AsDioa C0MMOi.i ! 

Magnolia r 

3 FC'O LOCATION 
C1TV. TOWN W C E N l r Y  OF COUrvrY STATE 

Little Rock FuLaski Arkansas - I 3 PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT Dianna Kirk DATE OF PHOTO 19 75 

N E ~ A ~ V E  FILED A T  Arkansas R i s  t o r i c  Preservation Program ! 
* 

DESCRIBE VIEW. 5IRECIIOPl ETC IF DISTRICT. GIVE 9UILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO bJO. 
1 

Entry deta i l ,  west elevation ell  extension. 



KhEIE OF P"nO'l'2TTY ,' 
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I-26- 73 
The i i t~dched Xational Bcgister Invcntory-YoninatLon forni 5 s  b e h g  retursred to your 
office f o r  c lar i f i ca t ion  of the information h d i c a t e d  below. . . 

- 1. N a e .  

- 2. Location. 

- 3. Classification. 

- -  4. Owner of Pso?erry. 

- 5.  Loca:ion of Legal. Description.  

- 6. Rcpresentst5on in Existing Surveys. 

- 7. Description. 

. . , ; ,  i r- , . .  .5 .. ,-. ;.. :. , , : '. . -. " ' * '- . - 8. Statement of Significance.  r" .,=- < -  . . . . I ' . I l ' L  . ' 

. < 20.  Geographical Data. - . . 
/ a. Lo~gitude and La ti tude Coordimtes-; 

* I '  

11. Fonc Prepared 3 y .  - 
. . - 12. Cer tif icg t ian .  

- PhotograyhTc Coverage. 

- Map Coverage. 

- .  

Clarification or correction of the  above itens nus t bc made pr io r  to t he  i i ~ i t i a s i  on 
of our profc..ssional review. Correction. of thcse tec!ic:col errors  does n o t  .- 
necessarily insure tha t  t h e  nomina t i a n  h i l i  then sa z i s i y  Nat ional  Rcgis tcr criteria 

'- in f c l l .  
m 

/" Thank you £Lr your attc:iLSon to the =hove 5 texs cl-~ccl:d. 
: ,/S / r 
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"THE OLD STATE ~!OUSE" 330 WEST P t n m  LITTLE ROCK, ARMSAS 72201 
TEZEPHOSE - 501 371-1639 

July 2, 1975 

Ms. Sally Oldham 
National Rzgister Publ icat ions  
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D . C . 20240 

Dear Ms. Oldham: 

Enclosed are the photos you requested of t h e  Absolorn Fowler House i n  
Pulask i  County, Arkansas. After us ing  these photos in t he  preparation 
of your publication, please have t h e m  added to the permanent file on the 

.-. Absolom Fowler  House. 

Please contact me if we may be of any further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

DK: cal  


