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Built in circa 1921, replacing a similar structure of 1911 vintage which was destroyed
by fire, the Union Station building in Little Rock has served continuously as a passen-
ger depot on this site since 1872, The first railroad servicing the station was the
5t. louis and Iron Mountain which began service in September of 1872, The building
consists of a four-story, fireproof, masonry constructed building of brick, concrete
and steel. Construction on the building commenced in 1920 and was completed in 1921,

It was historically operated as a passenger termirnal for the Missocuri Pacific Rafirdad
and office headquarters for the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company for the Arkansas,_
district. .The basement has concrete flooxrs and is divided into numerous sections and
small rooms which were especially designed for.the operation-of a passenger rallroad
‘service.  The basement.c¢ontains 31,341 square feet,..The main f£loor, which contdlns
27,133 square feet, was previously used for passenger service and included restaurant
and dining facilities. This floor is projected by the present owner to house apptbxi-
mately 40 small retail shops which will sell unusual and hard-to-get merchandise. - Pt
will not be a shopping center in the normal sense, but a boutique center similaxr to
developments such as Trolley Square in Salt Lake City, Ghiradelli Square and The s
Cannery in San Francisco, and the Chattancoga Choo-Choo in Chattanooga.

The second £ldor, which contains an identical 27,133 square feet, was divided intoX =

offices for railroad personnel and are presently under refurblshment to serve as hrgh
ceilinged, spacious offices with modern heating and air conditioning added.

The tcp floor contains 15,405 square feet, and has been renovated. It is presently ir
use as a meccern office floor. The ground floor of the station has been converted into
one large restaurant and one large game area. Both restorations have preserved the
walls, ceilings and support columns of the original station.

The south elevation of -the-building is its principal facade facing diagonally toward the
downtown business section of Little Rock and obliquely toward the State Capitol complex,
which is five blocks to the scuth. The exterior is a combinatiom of brick ard stbne,
with ornate carvings, fountains and ornate archways serving as the main entrance:into the
building. The original waiting room was set off by terrazzo floors and columng“marbled
to the halfway point of their height, joined by marble on the exterior walls of.the
building. Extensive plaster moulding served as the main interior de51gn, whichi ha's ‘been
presexrved, A kiosk, originally used as a newsstand and soda fountain, is undersrestora-
tion and is being brought bhack as a functioning soda fountain. . The floor-to-ceiling
measurement on the main level is 24 feet, and the spaciousness of the ceiling is =™
balanced by proportional d351g1 the length and breadth of the xoom. A

The ground level of the bulldlng, although originally a working basement for the rall—
road, contains numerous brick arches, presently unused pipes, and cven a nonfunctioning
steam boiler, which have been integrated into the restoration of the building. -The
passenger station for Amtrak, which functions out of the building, is being rebunilt

in the basement of the building, with efforts being made to recreate .the feeling and
aubiance of a 1920's railioad station which acconmodates the present load factor going
and cowing from Little Rock. Second and third fioors are principally unadornéd; however,:
the halls are of terrazzo material, and baths on each floor contain a liberal ancunt of
marble which was_ common to the cra. . R SR SIS
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In 1873, the Cairo and Fulton Lines built its .first .railroad station. This building was
of wodd-construction énd was torn down in 1906. It was replaced with the first Union
Statlnn which was -completed in 1911: -It was of the Second Empire.style, with -its
cornices with brackets, vaguely classic windows and large mansard tower barely visible
over he roof : :

In.1970, a businessman from Brooklyn, New York, Charles S. Fallon, who was fanat ically
opposed to cigarette smoking, publicized that he set fire to the Union Station because
he was angry about the smoking public. No mention of legal action against him was
made after that and it is assumed he nade the statement for publicity. The burning

of Union Station was the largest blaze that had occurred in Little Rock's history at
that time.
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mradiately following the fire, the railroad established offices in the 5. H. Kress ware-
house ‘near the depot site. It was hoped that the three railroads operating into Little
Rock and Argenta (North Little Rock) could be persuaded to unite in using the same depot.
This was where the name "Union Station'' originated. Legal technicalities and expensive
construction made the union inadvisable, but the name still is in common use today.

When railroad officials made known the details of what the new-station would embody, an
architect said it would require at least a year to prepare adequate plans for such a
strucfure and a like period of time would be required for censtruction. That meant the
railragd: wvould be without a station in Little Rock for two years. This was unthinkable.
The:akchitectural department of the Missouri Pacific Railrcad in St. Louis began prepara-
ation:of plans for the various features of the building in the order of their importance.
Const#uction was begun 2lmost before the Tubble and ashes were cool.
One general contractor and eight subcontractors went to work at a pace which clipped nine |
months off the estimated two years designing and building time. Since unenploynent was
wldespread at the time,' skilled workers were easily found. Materials were bought in large
quantities and shipped to the building site by rail. More than 350 freight carsz loaded
with.building materials for the station were shipped to Little Rock with a priority F
ratlng that gave them first service on all traims. i
I

The.. neu station was opened to the public on July 31, 1021, with 2 total construction

cost of $1 million. E. M. Tucker of St. Louis war hc architect. The original drawings
ara iin the possession of the curreant owner.

sefore the Jdemise of the passenger service by the Missouri Pacific Railroad in 1970,
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An unusuval architectural feature of the building is that a crawl space exists betweean
the main floor and second floor, and between the second and third, and third floor
and roof, which was designed into the building to ease the servicing of electrical
and plumbing connections.

When the building was restored from the 1920 fire, the clock tower, which was not
damaged in the fire, was restored with the old brick rescued from the fire. On either
side of the tower, a loggiz 41'10" x 15' wide was restored for the main entrance into
the 1obby area. These were finished in marble tiles which still remain. The stone
trim on the building is No. 1 Bedford limestone backed up with white Portland cement .
mortar. The exterior walls are gray pressed brick to match the existing brick of the
structure built in 1911. The exterior brick walls range in thickness from 17" to 127,

The arched windows on the first level and the clock tower are reminiscent of the 2Gth
Century Italian Revival architecture. There are seven stone arches along the front of
the building which also relate to the 20th Century Ytalian Revival style.

All partitions were built with 4" gypsum blocks; doors were 3'2" x 7', with columns
12" x 12" on the upper flooxrs, and 18" x 18" in the basement level. Hallways and
lobby areas are finished in 12" x 12" marble tiles. There are sections of the same
marble in the lobby area which extend upward from the floor 8 feet. There are sky-
lights on the second and third floor levels, On the third floor, there is a large
fireproof vault with heavy metal double doors.
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Union Station was a meeting place of many prominent persons. During World War II, it
was the point of departure for soldiers from Camp Robinson when their training was
completed and they were ready to be shipped to the war zones. The station was also

a point of arrival for the incoming recruits who would get their first taste of

the. military life. :

The restaurant, located at the west end of the lobby area, was one of the larger eating
establishments in the city. There was a counter which was used-for fast service and
dining tables which were used for persons with more time to devote te their dining.

President Harry S. Truman used the station as a whistle stop during his campaign for
his full term in office.

When Senator Joseph T. Robinsen died in Jui} 1937, many of the senators and represen-
tatives from Washington, D. C. came by train to pay their final respects, and came
through Union Station.

The railroad wvas first known as the St. Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern Railway. The
Arkansas branch extendsd from Little Rock to the Missouri state line in September of
1872. It was the main artery for distributing immigrants and exchange of freight
through the Great Southwest territory.

In 1883, Gleason's Hotel was located at the Union Statien and was known as a "first
class hotel.” It was three stories high, 40' x 200', and grounds covered 1/2 acre.
There was anmple accommodations for 50 guests. The dining room seated 100 and was
furnished in elegant, modern style. There were 22 persons employed by the hotel, and,
quoting from Little Rock - Past, Present and Future, -- "The cuisine of Gleason's is
however a feature to which we wish to give special mention. It is all that the most
fastidious epicure or bon vivant could desire, and has won for its sumptucusly laid
tables a very wide reputation among the traveling public and that class of persons

who know how to enjoy and appreciate really artistic cookery with the substantial
elements not left out.”

In 1888, there appears an ad for the Iron Mountain Route "with 3 trains daily to St.
Louis, Texas and Southwest, with ne change of cars to Los Angeles and San Francisco.™
H. C. Townsend of St. Louis was general passenger and ticket agent; J. A. ¥oodson

of Little Rock was assistant general passenger agent.

The 1890 Guide to Little Rock stated the Iron Mountain route ertered Arkunsas in 1853,
the population of the state at that time was about 200,000, and by 1890 had in:cveased
to over one million. )
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On May 12, 1917, &4l1 railroads, lands and other property of the St. Louis, Iron Mountain
and Southern system were sold and deeded to the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company. The
present Missouri Pacific station and yards occupy the same site used by the Cairo and
Fulton when it first came to Little Rock in 1872, The new (present) station was
finished in 1921, which replaced the old station of the eaxly 1870's.
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VERBAL BOUNBDARY DESCRIPTION

Bounded on the East by Victory Street; on the South by West Markham Street;
and on the North and West by the Missouri Pacific Railroad tracks.  This
location is 14 blocks west of Main Street in Little Rock, Arkansas.
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