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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If kmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The following is extracted from the report Historic Byil f
Arkansas , by A. Edwin Kendrew, James R. Short, Henry A. Judd and John L.
Ferguson. This report resulted from a tour, made by the men listed above,
to visit historic sites and structures in Arkansas, in October of 1968.
The tour was made al the request of Governor Winthrop Rockefeller.

POTTS INN

"We were much impressed and pleased to see such a fine example of
mid-nineteenth-century construction on an imposing site and in such a fine
state of preservation. The fact that the descendants of the original

. builder have continued to live in the houss to the present time has re-
sulted in better care than usually befalls such a structure.

An inspection of the exterior of the main house made it obvious that
this structure was a close counterpart of similar structures built in the
1820's and 1830's in the Piedmoni Valley of Virginia and Kentucky. This
close similarity made it obvious that Mr, Potts wished to have a house
equal to the finer houses being built in the years preceding its con-
struction.

Perhaps the most ouistanding features are the four enormous outside
chimneys, three of which were of brick consiruction and one of local stone.
The last was extremely well built and presented a handsome appearances,
although it was rather puzzling why one chimney would have been made of
stone and the others of brick., 1% was interesting to note also that the
stone chimney had a method of construction quite similar to that used
largely in the northern part of Arkansas. |t seemed to the committea that
this chimney could serve as an example of the type of masonry construction
prevalent in this area and that it right serve as a good prototype when
repairing or constructing chimneys of this kind elsewhere.

We were told that formerly there ware numerous outbuildings on the
lot, including stables, coach-houses, lumber houses, corn cribs, milk
houses, cooling houses, etc. Only two of these remain: a small log .
structure which might have been a corn crib and appeared to have been
built with materials salvaged from other buildingsj the well, under a
cancpy, had a very interesting windlass arrangement for raising the
bucket, which might have dated back tc the original period, although
parts of the structure beside and over the well apparently had been
rebutlt in later years.

The breezeway to the outside kitshen is also of later construction,
but could be removed. Although the old kitchen has suffered more alter-
ations than other parts of the house, most of the original elements seem
to be there.

(See Continuation Shest)
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7. DESCRIPTION, CONT'D

Inspectiion of the interior reveaisd the house o be of unusually large
proportions, and ths “cur-square plan, with rooms approximately iwenty feet
square, separated by a generous-sizad hallway and stairway, indicated a
desire on the part of the original builder tc noi only provide ample space
for his family but to erect a siructure that would be a credit to his com-
munity and would reflect the success which he aoparently met with in the
gold fields of California. We were also pleased to sese that almost all of
the original features of the house were intact and that there had been very
little alteration in ths gensral size of the rooms., Furthermore, the
installation of gas for heai, and electric wiring, had been made in an
exposad manner which did not destroy any ol the original construction--as
is so often the case. These installalions, and the few alterations which
had been made, could easily be removed, so ihat the original condition of
the house could be easily restored.”
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The Potts' Heme is one o *the best preserved ante-bellum structures
in Arkansas. This fine exarple of pioneer architecture has stood for
over a hundred years as a tribute to its builder, Kirkbride Potts,

Kirkbride Potts was born and educa‘ed in Pennsylvania. He went to
Missouri as a youth. He lived 'hare for a few years and then came to
Arkansas in 1828. He bought 16y azres of land from the United States
as soon as this land in the Arkansas Territory was open for setilement,
This was made possible by a treaty with the Cherokees in 1828. The land
on which the present house ncw stands has been in the Potts family for
151 years. A Potts has always lived in the home.

When Potts came to Arksnasas he tu.lt a two-story log bouse for his
bride, Permelia Allison Logar, on *he €0 acres on Galla Creek at the
foot of Crow Mountain.

Here he prospered ard eleven chilcran were born., He made three
trips to California. The “i-tt in the Gold Rush, the later trips with
herds of cattle., All trip; s-eed p-ci.iable and he decided after his
first irip to build a ro-e “i-ting h> ¢ fcr his large family. Slaves
cut timber and hauled it with oxen -3 fagle's Mill, north of what is
now Russellville, to be cut ints tirke-. Slaves also made brick for the
masonry and did most of the work of tuiiding., |t required six years
from the time the timber was cut art.) the building was completed. All
lumber was dressed by hand and marle »° the plane bits are still in
evidence.

The Potts' House wa., o the tentis to Fort Smith stage route
and soon became one of the sticps «t2 . the passengers could rest and
be fed. This lad to the bu lding 'eing called Polts' Inn, and the
stop Pott's Station. A poyct.f iz s =2stablished here with Kirkbride
pots as the postmastar. "tz fr.» : stoffice designation was Potts'
Station, but this was l-ia -hwzc 0 Pottsville.

In 1873 the stagacoaz was renlaced by a train whose tracks ran
to the north of the cld ciagsrawc~ oute. In 1878 Kirkbride Potts died

in the house which hzd 561 k. [0 ida
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