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The tour was made a t  the request o f  Governor linthrop Rockefeller. 

We were much impressed and pleased t o  see such a f ine  example- o f  
mid-nineteenth-century construct ion on an imposing site and in such a f i n e  
s ta te  o f  preservation. The fact that t h e  descendants of t h e  original 

. builder have continued t o  live i n  the house t o  t h e  present time has re- 
sulted in  better care than usually befalls such a structure.  

An inspection o f  t h e  exterior o f  t h e  rain house made i t  obvious t h a t  
t h i s  structure was a c l o s e  counterpart of simi lar structures bu i 1 t in  t h e  
1820's and 1830's in  t h e  Piedmont Valley 3 f  Virg in ia and Kentucky.  T h i s  ' 
close similarity made i t  obvious that Mr. P o t i s  wished to have a house 

Perhaps t h e  most ou i s t and  ing fea tu res  are the four  enormous ouZsi de 
chimneys, three o f  which were of brick construction and one o f  local stone. 
The last was extremely we1 l bu i l t and pr  csented a handsome appearance? 
although it was rather puzzling why one chirney would have been m d e  of 
stone and the others o f  brick, I t  was ~ntervsting t o  note also that the 
stone chimney had a method of canstruction q u i t e  similar t o  t h a t  u s 4  
largely in t h e  nor thern  p a r t  o f  Arkansas. I t  seemd t o  the c o m i t t e s  that 
t h i s  chimney could serve as an example o f  the type o f  masonry constsvction 
prevalent i n  th is  area and that  i t  riqht s e r w  as a good prototype when 
repairing or constructing chimeys o f  t h i s  k i n d  elsewhere, 

We were t o l d  that Formerly there wsre numerous outbuildings on the 

rebuilt in  l a t e r  years. 

The breezeway to the  outside kitshen is also of l a t e r  construction, 
but could be remved. Although the o l d  kitchen has suf fered mre alter- 
at ions than other par ts  o f  t h e  house, rosZ o f  the IJr ig i n a l  elements seem 
t o  be there, 

(see C o l t  i nua t i on Sheet) 
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1 7 DESCRIPTION, WNT'D I 
Inspection o f  i% interior r e v e a l 4  t % e  house t o  be o f  unusually large 

proportions, and  t h e  ' ~ur -square  p la- ,  wit5 rooms approxi~ately twen iy  f ee t  
squ::e, separated by 3 generous-sizd h a l l w a y  and stairway, indiceted a 
desire on the p a r t  of the  original builder tc n o t  only provide ample space 
f o r  h i s  fami ly  b u t  t o  erect  a s t r u c + u ~ e  tha t  would be a c r e d i t  to h i s  corn- 
rrarn i t y  and would r e f  1 ec t the sucze;s wh i ch he a3parent l y  met w i t h  i n  t he  
gold fields o f  CaliTornia. \Ye wore a l s o  pleased to sse that  almost a l l  OF 
i h e  original features of t h e  hauso werz i n tac t  and t h a t  t h e r e  had been v e r y  
little a l t e r a t i o n  i n  th3 gemra! s i z e  e f  t h e  rooTs. Furthermore, the  
installation o f  gas fo : -  hea t ,  and  electric wirinz, had been mde i n  an 
expostd mnner which d i d  n o t  destroy any o f  the original consfruction--as - 
is so o f t e n  the case. lhgse iisiallaiians, and  tha few alterations which 
had been made, c o u l d  easily be renmed, s~ i h a t  t h e  original condition o f  
t h 3  house c o u l d  be easily restored." 
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The Po t t s '  Home i s  one J.' +he best   reserved a n t e b e l l u m  st ructures 
i n  Arkansas. T h i s  f i n e  exarrple o f  pioqeer a r c h i  tecture has stood for 
over a hundred years as a tribqte to  i t s  builder, Kirkbride P o t t s ,  

Kirkbride Pot t s  was born snd educam.ed i n  Pennsylvania. Ha w e n t  t o  
hlissouri as a youth. He l i d e d  ' t o r e  qcr a few years and then came to 
Arkansas i n  1828, He bought 16~1 acres of land f r o m  the United States 
as soon as t h i s  l a n d  i n  t he  4.C msas T e r r  i tory was open f o r  sett lemefi t .  
T h i s  was made possible ky a t c -a t , +  w i t h  the Cherokees in  1828. The l a n d  
on which the present house ncw stands has been i n  t h e  PotZs family f o r  
151 years. A Pot ts  has always ! i v e d  i n  t h e  home. 

When P a t i s  cane t o  A r k e l b a s  "l t tu , l t  a two-story lag house for h i s  
b r i d e ,  Perrnelia Allison Lcgar, on 'he -6.G acres on Galla Creek at t h e  
foot  o f  Crow idountain. 

Here he prospered ard  eieven ct-i l c r m  *ere born. Me made three 
trips to Cal i forn ia.  Tke ' I - F ~  iv  t F 4  Gold Rush, the later  t r i p s  w i t h  
herds of cattle. 4 1 1  t r , p j  5--eiled p . c i ; L s b l e  a n d  he decided a f te r  h i s  
f i r s t  t r i p  t e  b u i l d  s r o - . ~  :int:n? ~ Y F  < c r  iris large f a m i l y .  Slaves 
cut timber and hauled i t  r%i:b oxen  - 2  f - a ~ l e ' s  hqi"ill, north o f  what is 
now Russellville, t o  be c , ~ f  intms Zi.,te-,. Slaves also made b r i c k  f o r  the 
masonry and d i d  rr,crst af' +ye  war4  t:f 1 L i : d i n g .  I Z required six years 

t h e  time t h e  t i r . b e +  N;:S at ~ r t  . t h e  building wzs completed. A11 
lumber was dressed by h3nd a7d mar!? > '  the p l a n e  b i t s  are s t i l l  in  
evidence. 

The P o t t s r  House na., 2 r  the 1 el: k i s  t o  For t  Smith stage route 
and soon became one o f  tsp c tcpc .-)t z -: t h e  passenzers could rest  and 
be fed. This l e d  in tb4e  t . ~  !.! i -~g ' el-1s called Pottst Inn, and the 
stop P o t t ' s  Station. > F I r  t . fb '&=.  11.:: established hers w i + h  Kirkbride 
p o t s  as the postwaster.  ' t . 3  f r . '  ! stoffice designation was P o t t s '  
Station, but t h i s  wa; 1:-i ? I  ,.h ir.2. r :o P o t  t s v i  l l e .  

- 

I n  1873 the st3g:c.~a:-1 d v 2 j  r y l l a c e d  5y a t r a i n  whose t racks ran 
to the nor th  06 the c l d  r t ~ c ? r o . - - r -  3d4.e. In 1578 K i r k b r i d e  P o t t s  died  

in t h e  h ~ u s e  which h3,i 3-.F-T !- . c :,! /cis . _ 



Arkansas History C o m i s s i o n ,  Thibaul t ,  I rene S . ,  " ~ r c h i  tecture: ?ope 
County, krkansas," BS, Federal  Wr i te rs  P ro jec t ,  1929. 
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