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1. Name of prom - 

--F - 
historic name: Tall Peak Fire Tower 

other name/skte nmber: PL 0099 

street L number: Forest Service Road #38A 

no t  f o r  publication: 

cityitown: athens vicinity: X 

state: AR county: Polk code: rn 113 z i p  code: 7197L 

- ---- -- - ------ 
3. Classification 

Ownership of Property: Public-Federal 

Category of Property: Buildinalsr 

Number of Resources within Property: 

contributing Noncontributing 

buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously l i s t e d  in the National 
Register: NIA 

Name of related multiple property listing: Facilities Constructed bv the ccc 
in Arkansas, 1923-42 



>=qt-h-----= 

4. StateJPederal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation A c t  
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination 
request for determination of eligibility m e e t s  the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 6 0 .  In my opinion, the p r o p e r t y  m e e t s  - does not meet the National R e g i s t e r  Criteria. See continuat ion 
sheet. 

Signature of certifying official Date 

S t a t e  or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property X meets does not meet the National 
Register criteria. - See continuation sheet ,  

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

- - ----I=-.-= 

5 ,  N a t i o n a l  Park Service Certification 

hereby certify that this property is: 

- entered in the ~ational Regiater 
- See continuation sheet, 
determined eligible for the 

National Register 
- See continuation sheet, - determined not eligible for the 
National  Register 
removed from the ~ational ~egister 

other (explain):  

Signature of K e e p e r  Date 
of Action ---- -======5 En-- -- 

6. Rznction or U s e  ------ - . = = = P = P -  - 
Historic: Other re Tower Sub: N/A 

Surrent : Vacant/Not in U s e  Sub: U/A 



7 ,  Description 
-===.---------- -- 

Architectural CLassificationz 

other: Rustic Architecture 

Other ~escription: 

Materials: foundation Stone roof Ash~alt 
walls stone other 

Wood 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. See continuation 
sheet. 

8.  S t a b m e n t  of Significance 
.. - - 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other properties: locallv 

Applicable National Register Criteria: L C  

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) : NIA - 
Areas of Significance: Social Histom 

Architecture - - 
Conservation - - 

Significance: 

Significant Dates : N/A 

Significant Person(s): N/A 

Cultural M f  iliation: N/A 

civilian Conservation Corns 

State significance of property, and j u s t i f y  criteria, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
X See continuation sheet. - 



9. Major ~ibliographical References ----- ----- --- ---- -- 
See "Facilities Constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps in Arkansas, 
1933-1942, It Section H. 

- see continuation sheet. 

Previous documentation an file (NPS): 

- preliminary determination of individual listing 136 CFR 6 7 )  has been 
requested. 

- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark - recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary -cation of Additional D a a :  

- State historic presesvation office 
- Other state agency 
- Federal agency 

lrocal government - 
University - 
Other -- Specify Repository: - 

1Q. -aphical Data 
- -- - - -- - - - --. . - -- 

Acreage of Property: Jess than one 

DTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary De~cription: - See continuation sheet. 
Beginning at a point on the southern edge of Forest Service Road #38A located 
approximately 14,000 feet west of Bench Mark 1323.3, proceed northerly along 
a line running parallel with the fire tower's western elevation for a 
distance of 200 feet; thence proceed easterly along a line running parallel 
w i t h  the fire tower's northern elevation for a distance of 200 feet; thence 
proceed southerly along a line running parallel with the fire tower's eastern 
elevation fo r  a distance of 200 feet; thence proceed westerly along a line 
running parallel with the fire tower's southern elevation to the point  of 
beginn kng . 

Boundary ~ustification: - See continuation sheet. 
This bomdary includes all the property historically associated with this 
resource, including the fire tower itself and the land surrounding it t ha t  
w a s  cleared for its constmctian and view of the forest around Tall Peak. 
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21. Form Prepared By 

Name/Title: Todd Fer- o 

organization:pkansas Historic Presenatfon Promam Date:8/28/91 

Street & Numberr225 E. Markham, Suite 300 Telephone:t5031 324-9346 

City or Town: Little Rock State:& ZIP: 7 2 2 0 1  



United States Department of the Interior 
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Sgetlon numbr Page 1 

Description: 

The Tall Peak Fire Tower is located southeast of Mena on Forest Service Road No. 
38A in Polk County. The tower is a two story, field stone and wood structure built on 
a continuous stone foundation. The first level is made of field stone and each comer 
has the distinctive inward-sloping corners pecuIiar to CCC construction. The fist level 
consists of a single room that has two small, stationary windows on the west and south 
sides and a single door on the east side. The north side of the structure has an external 
stairway leading to the second level of the sbucture. The second level of .the structure 
has a porch which extends around the east, south, and west sides of the structure with 
a plywood balustrade. The second floor has a one room obsentatioa deck which has 
four windows on each side except on the west side which has three windows and a 
door. There are no coverings for these windows and no trace of original materid used 
for the windows. The structure is topped with a pyramidal roof covered with 
composition shingles. The structure has had some vandalism and some repairs done 
to it but is in a deteriorated state at present. 
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'Ihc Tall M F h  T m  was cmtmtcd circa 1938 by members d the 742nd Company of the AtEEansas CCC 
District stationed at the Mena Camp hat was located approximately eight miles to the northwest, near the small town 
of Shady. It war consm~~kd  to function as a fire and observation tower to help prevent the fmst fires that heretofore 
bad ravaged the fmst with devastating effect. As such, the Tall Peak Fire Tower d m  significant through its 
associations with the contributions to het ican socd hismy made by the Civilian Conservation Corps, its 
associations with the emphasis upon coma t ion  of our nanaal resources that was the osighl mandate of the CCC, 
and its status as an exallenr example of the more functional CCC architecture in a remarkable state of preservation. 






