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The Parker-Hickman Farm, located in the southern Qzark Plateau occupies
land slong the scuth side of the Buffslo River in Newton County Arkansas.
Consisting of 195 acres of bottom, bench and ridge land, it is well
endowed with natural resources especially mixed hardwoods and cedar;
springs, creeks and river; and productive soll. Farm fields on the
bottoms and benches remain while fences and farm lots delimit other
areas and functions. A network of roads provide routes to other valley
farms and communities, while valley to ridge roads link the ferm to
nearby and distant markets. The Parker-Hickman farmstead is nestled at
the foot of a ridge in a wvidened portion of Webb Branch Creek through
vhich & spring branch flows, Eight structures arranged roughly in a
rectangle comprise the farmstead. A log house with a 1% story log cribdb,
rear and side shed-roof additions, front porch and a massive fireplace/
chimney dominate the scene. Near the house is a frame, board and batten
smokehouse and a Works Project Administration privy. North and west of
the house stand two barns; the oldest has a double log crib with shed
roof additions, drivewny and haymow and the other a rough sawvn frame
structure with board and batten siding and a gable roof. A small, re-
used log corn crib stands next to the barnyard and two sheds for poultry
and machinery camplete the farmstead proper., Small livestoek feeders,
and the site of the garden and orchard are nearby. A valley to ridge
road crosses the farmyard, forks and immedistely ascends the ridges wast
and south, Little in the way of change hes occurred to fundamentally
alter the integrity of the farm; structures, roads, fields, fences and
the landscape remain the same,

The farmstead displays adaptation to technological change and the usge of
availgble natural rescurces, particularly wood as & building material.
Rough sawn lumber and logs form an architectural style copled from the
Appalmchlans, Gable end shed roofs characterize the house and cutbuild-
ings and the entire farmstead reflects the efforts of the relatively
small independent farmer practicing mixed agriculture, The buildings
remain generally in good condition. As technological changes occur
evidence of electricity and telephone service, commereially produced
wallpaper, floor cover:.ng, roofing materimsls end cut nails may be
identified. )

Illustrative of an agriculturael enterprise which encompasses an environe
mental niche, the farm provided the occupants. with most basic needs in
the nineteenth century though less gelf sufficient during the late
nineteenth and twentieth centuriesz, An abundance of water sources
existed on the tract including the spring branch which bisects the
farmyard, Abundant timber on the farm, especially mixed hardwood and
cedars found utilizatlon as building materisls, fencing, fuel, tools,
implements, utensils and machines such an spinning and carding devices.
It wvas cut for commercial purposes too, :
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Good soils on the farm in particular the bottomlands, supported a great
variety of crops and produce through the years, These included vegetables
and fruit, with a garden and orchard to the east and south of the house;
crops such as grains {(corn and wheat in particular plus other cereal
grains), tobacco, cotton, sorgum on the bottom land and upland fields;
forage for livestock including cattle, hogs, mules and horses; and feed
for poultry. Dairy products found markets in the immediate comunity or
the hotels in Jasper, the county seat, four miles to the south.

The farm includes extant fields and fencerows which contribute to the
setting. Most of the cultivated fields, perimeter and cross-fenced, lie
adjacent to the river though & productive bench field remains to the
south of the farmstead. Alsc near the farmstesd are various Tenced dbarn
lots, fields, orchard and garden tracts that span the chronology of the
Parker~Hickman farm.

Important roads crossed the farm, in particular what became & well-
traveled valley road running generally east and west along the Buffelo
River; end a valley to ridge road vhich passed through the farmyard in a
southerly direction toward Mutton Point, Mt. Sherman end the Rewton
County seat of Jasper. As settlement pushed up the Buffalo, the river
road came 10 he used increasingly by farmers and the location of the
Parker-Hickman farm at the intersection of the ridge and valley road and
the Erbie ford joined residents on both sides of the river,

Contribvutory structures include all but the machine shed end chickenhouse
both built in the 19508, They, however, provide elements of arn egricultural
enterprise and fit into a range of occupation, use and architectural

style end thus enhance the integrityof the noninated property.

The house is a square 1% story wooden structure, 18'8" x 18'8", the main
portion of which is a single log crib constructed of native red cedar.

A gable roof covers the log pertion. Originslly, covered with wood
shakes or shingles it at present is covered with corrugated metal.

Three double-hung windows (four over four lights) remain along with
fromt and rear doors. A 7' x 18'8" shed-roofed porch extends across the
Tront of the log portion and is supported by rock piers,

The house was constructed in the 1850s probably by Greenberry Parker.
The wells are made of red cedar logs sqguared off and laid up at the
corpers with half dove-tail notches, The log walls are chinked with mud
and wood and the exterior Joints covered with wood battens nailed to the
logs. In all likelihood the ceder logs came from groves to the south of
the farmstead where the govermment surveyor mapped seversl stands of
cedar, The workmanship of the cabin illustretes the very finest in
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frontier building technigues, Considerable skill with hand toecls is
observable, in particular the notching and fitting. Curved cornices add
individuality to the front corners of the log portion and the loft
rafters mre fixed with wooden pegs.

Flush with the outside wall of the west gable end is & sawn-stone chimney
and fireplace. In doing maintenence on the chimney in 1984 the project
manager said, the "chimney showed care and superior craftsmenship.” The
masonry is composed of stone slabs (flagstone) laid up on edge an umisuel
but locally cormon nineteenth century practice. At the base it is 6!
wide by 2'4" deep end about 24' high "bevelled fram the base to the
narrower chimney stack." The hearth and mantel are constructed of

nztive rock.

During the nineteenth century additions were added to the south and also
the east side of the cabin. Though altering it, the architectural style
did not fundamentelly change. Of rough sawn boards and battens nailed
vertically over the joints, the addition inereased the size of the
entire structure to about 785 square feet, The gable roof on the south
side of the cabin extended over the rear ell while a shed roof covered
the added roco on the east. Interior walls of the sddition are boxed in
and papered, mostly with newspspers; each room included windows {four
over four lights); and two exterior doors added in each new section.
Pine boards sre nailed on the floor jJoists end lineoleum lays over that.

An integral part of the farmstead is e barn constructed in 1912 by James
D. Hickman, It is & dcuble-crib log structure with each crib measuring
128" x 16" with a 12'6" driveway between them. The logs are saddle-
notched and a gable roof covers the entire structure. It has a hay mow
which spans the length with a hay door under the east gable. In 1926
Hickman built a rough sawn vertical board and batiten eddition on the
north side (8' x 37'10") covered with & shed roof. Extending along the
south side is another addition dating from 1926, It is a pole shelter
measuring 8' x 26' with a shed roof. At present the entire barn is
roofed with corrugated metal. Ancther barn constructed by Hickmen in
1926 stands nearby. It is a wood frame building with vertical bosard and
batten siding and peeled pole floor for hay storage in the eash one-
half, The dimensions are 30' x 20' and the gabled roof is corrugested
metal. - -

Reflecting another portion of the farming enterprise are wood freme
structures for machine storage and poultry. Both buildings {non-contributing
resources built in 1955 by Hickman)} are shed roof style, covered with
vertical board énd batten siding and roofed with corrugeted metal. The
chickenhouse measures 10' x 10' and the machine shed 10' x 16'. A small
wooden corn ¢rib is located near the two barns. It is & wood frame
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structure built prior to 1900 of squared log sills on fileldstone piers.
The gable roof is covered with corrugated metal and the sides are rough
sawn vertical boards and battens attached with squere nails. The log
s8i1ls are notched in such & way to indicate use in some earlier structure.

Two wood frame buildings complete the farmstead, A Works Project Admin-
istration (WPA-1930s) privy with a metel roof and rough sawn board
siding remains southeast of the house, Southwest of the house stands a
freme smokehouse sided with rough sawn boards built in the 1920s; it
hes & gable roof covered with corrugated meteal.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Parker-Hickman Farm is significent under National Register Criteria
A and C as it embodies pioneer settlement and economic development; and
the perpetustion of traditional architecture and cultural landscapes Iin
the southern Ozark Plateau, As 8 site which merits regional-level
significance the farm, located in a remote ares of northern Arkansas,
was first settled by relocated Cherokee people in the 1820s. By the
1840s pioneers settled on land alongside the Buffalo River, where they
established a very productive farm which incorporated elements of a
traditional and perpetuated frontier. They implemented longstanding
patterns of occupying the best lands for farming and livestock raising
coupled with access to important rescurces of wood and water. Contin-
uvously used from the 1850s until 1982 (its period of eignificance) the
intect fields, farmstead and associated gerden and orchard plots, pens
and lots, add to a sense of contentment and security which has not been
altered by the pessage of time. Corbined with nesrly 130 years of
continuous occupation the farm possesses a significent amount of integ-
rity. Dominsted by a log house in age and quality of workmanship exemplary
for the Ozarks, plus various outbuildings the farm represents an adaptative
enterprise based on corditions which evolved from & raw frontier to the
relatively stable mid end late twentieth century., As ownership and
ecompmic conditions changed, land use and the farmstead reflected those
changes., However, intrusions such as specialized ferming, timbering,
and building constructicon seem not to have fundamentally altered the
integrity of landscape or architecture on this upper Buffaleo River
valley farm.

One of the last regions to be penetrated by setilers after crossing the
Mississippi River, the Ozark Plateau is en area dissected by ridges and
valleys, open glades and bottomlands., As old, eroded mountains the
Ozerks are covered with & mixed hardwood forest which after 1920 had
supplanted a mostly pine covered landscape., Interspersed with mmerous
springs, creeks and rivers, it attracted settlers following the. cession
of lands by the Cherokee in northwest Arkansas in 1828, Unlike many
settlers moving up the Arkansas or Missouri River valleys, those who
moved Into the Ozarks typically had to travel overland or wend their way
up river drsinages such as the White and its' tributary, the Buffalo.
Seeking lend to support them in ways similar to Tennessee or the Carolinas,
these hillfolk settled land slong the watercourses during the 014 Ozarks

phese (pre Civil War) that would be suitsble for a.gr:.‘.cu.ltwre.:L A
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perpetuated frontier, the Ozarks hecame an extension in place and time
and as such the farms reflected that past. In selecting land, early
arrivals chose bottomlands, the best of the arable land, For the Parker
family this meant land along Webb Branch just above the confluence with
the Buffalo River in Newton County Arkensas. Arriving during the early
1840s this extended family settled on land which would be incorporated
inte the Parker-Hickman faxm that evolved through the years until sold
to the National Park Service in 1982, 1In 1847 William H.. Parker filed
entry on 40 acres and three years'later he purchased LD ascres, both on
the river floodplain. :

Earliest settlers located the farmstead in a sheltered niche sgainst
ridges abutting a small flood plein formed by & springbranch and Webb
Branch Creek., Visually the site conveys a sense of security from the
elements. As with earlier generations the spot least disrupted the
environment while utilizing topographical features to a maximm.2 In
this setting during 1849 the family produced a good smount frem a modest—
sized farm, including TOO bushels of corn, 100 bushels of oats and 80
bushels of vheat.? Productive farms such as this used bottom and bench
land fields, in contrast to latecomers who found the best land taken and
had to use herd-scrabble soils of the ridge tops.

Civil War skirmishes occurred on or near the farm. Following the battles
of Pes Ridge and Wilsons Creek in the western Ozerks, a number of random
guerilla mcts transpired, especially in 1864, According to oral tradition,
the house served as a.htemporary Tield hospital after a skirmish on Webb
(then ParXker) Branch. .

A very significant portion of the farm is the intact farmstead that has
structures built from the 18508 to 1955. This exemplary cluster of
barns, sheds, smckehouse, privy and house represents a crossesection and
range of rural vernacular architecture in the original location. It
depicts the evolution of a. farmstead over a perjod of 100 years and is a
representative and highly usual grouping of tradition=al structures
almost perfectly preserved. The principal structure, a log house,
represents the most common house type of the southern uplands. In
quality of construction the hewn log crid portion exemplifies superior
fitting together of Carolina-designed, half-dovetail notched logs. In
the Ozarks a higher social status eccrued to fthose who lived in a hewed
log house rather than one made of round logs. The side and rear additions
make the structure a usual and treditionsl dwelling. According to one
close observer of rural vernacular architecture in the region, the
Parker-Hickman house has & steeper piched roof than those of German
influence in the northern Ozarks and is constructed of cedar logs, not
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traditional ocak or walnut.6 The vertically laid sandstone chimney,
rroportionately mueh larger than the dwelling, presents another dis-
similarity within the region. .
Other buildings of contritutory significance to the ferm illustrate the
variety of activities from the 1850s to 1982, These include two barns,
& corn crib, smokehouse and privy. Constructed of logs or rough sawn
lumber, they reflect the ususl complement of buildings on an Ozarks
farm, and demonstrate adaptation to the topography and chenging con-
ditions of an agricultural economy over time. Very typical, and in a
fair to good state of repair, they lend themselves to the farm's overall
integrity. Non-contributory structures inelude & machine shed and a
chickenhouse constructed in the 19503 however, they complete an ensemble
of structures which lend context to the farmstead, and to the farm as a
whole,

Of considerable importance is the entire landscape with farmstead, .
extant fields (bench end bottomland), fencerows, roads, cattle gates,

garden and orchard plots, wooded slopes, and springs. Unlike most

historical sites in the Ozarks the landscape is remarkable intact, end
provides insights and evidence spanning portions of two centuries of

Ozark history; it alsc conveys a feeling or sense of contentment and

security.

As agricultural production changed over time the Perker-Hickman farm
reflects those trends. Initially the effort was simply subsistence but
as more land was put into production surpluses developed relatively soon
"{within ten years or less) which fueled e local merket system. As a
transportation petwork of roads and later rajilroads developed, distant
markets to the north and west materialized, elthough cattle droving into
Missouri from the Arkansas Ozarks occurred soon after sebtlers arrived.

In keeping with the overall QOzarks pattern, general farming continued at
the Parker-Hickman farm, however after Wogld War II specialization

began, particularly in livestock ralsing.” Unfinished feeder cattle
dominated the specialization and the lest owners of the farm, the Hickmans,
turned the fields into pasture land for cattle production.

The Parker-Hickman farm reflects the entire range from subsistence to
specialized agriculture; from settlement to the present day; from structures
of log to rough sawn frame cnes which make up A range of rural vernacular
architecture; and from Parkers to Hickeans, inhabited continuocusly from
- first settler to the lest occupant during the late twentieth century.
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Boundaries identified for this 195 ecre distriet include the two originel
4O acre tracts acquired by Willism H. Parker in 1847 and 1850 respectively.
It also includes the site of the original farmstead along Webb Branch
Creek (formerly Parker Branch) and the adjacent bench and ridge lands to
the west and south. 1In addition the Buffalo River forms portions of the
nerthern boundary. When the original surveys of the township and sections
occurred in 1831 and 1843, the govermment surveyor mapped in a flood
plain field on both sides of Webb Branch in the area irmediately esst of
the present farmstead. In eddition the map contalned sketches of cedar
groves located to the south which several owners used. GSignificantly

the farmstead mekes adaptive use of and little disturbs the topography.
Kestled up against ridges on the west and south, & visusl quelity in
combination with the topography, conveys a mense of security. The
essence of the western and southern boundaries i1s defined by topography,
visual qualities and the historical record, which brings the recommended
boundery in very close proximity to present park boundary lines on the
ridges, as the accompanying maps illustrate, Though adjacent privately
ovned lands may Justifiably be included, resistance to the designation

is 1ikely, however, future ownership changes may permit an amending of
the district boundaries. The remaining acreage is (rincipally bottom
lend in two LO acre tracts, the first mequired by William H. Parker

filing for ownership in 1847 and the second by him through purchase in
1850, The rectangular parcel of 80 acres forms portions of the north,
east and south boundaries of the district. The Buffalo River, defines
part of the northern boundary and owners of the farm utilized adjacent
bottom lapds for farming. An important river crossing, Erbie Ford, lies
in the northwest quadrent of the farm. In sum, agricultural and settlement
history, topography and visual qualities delimjit the boundaries of the
Parker-Hickman Farm, .
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1. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, Parker-
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D. Raffeirty, The Ozarks, Land and Life. _(Norman: University of Oklahome
Press, 1980) pp. 39-40.
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Doug Swaim (ed), Carclina Dwelling. (Raleigh: The Student Pudlication
of the School of Design: Volume 26, North Carolina State University,

1978).
3. Rogers, Parker-Hickman Farmstead, pp. 55-56.

4, Ibid., pp. TO-TI.

5. Wiley Britton, Pioneer Life In Southwest Missouri, Volume IX,
Revised and Enlarged Edition. (Kansas City: 8Smith Grieves Col., Publishers,

1929). pp. 149-150,

6. Telephone conversation with Dr, Robert Flanders May 20, 1985,
Director, Center for Ozark Studies, Southwest Missourl State University,
Springfield, Missouri.

7. Ibid.
8. Rafferty, The Ozarks, pp. 150, 166-167.
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