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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (tF KHOWH) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

!he Parker-Hicbn Farm, located 5n the eouthern Ozark Plattau oeeup5es 
land along the south side of the Buffalo River ifl N m t ~ n  County Arkansas. 
Coneisthg of 195 acres o f  bottm, bench an% rfdge lanld, It i a  w e l l  
endowed with naturd. reaourees especially mixed bardmods and cedar; 
springs, creeks and river; and productive  ail. Farm fielas on the 
bttoms and benches rmafn while fences gad farm lots  del imit  other 
meas and fhnctions.  d network of roads prmide routes to other valley 
farms and c m u n i t i e s ,  while val ley  to ridge roads 1- the ? e m  ta 
nearby and distant markets. The f arker-Hichan farmstead is nestled at 
the foot o f  a ridge in a d d e n c d  portion of Webb Branch Creek through 
which a spring branch blova . E i g h t  structures arrangd roughly in a 
rectangle c a p r i s e  the farmstead. A l og  house with a 1% story log crib, 
xear and ~ i d e  shed-roof aadit%ons, f r o n t  parch 8nd a masstve fireplace/ 
chbney d w i n a t e  the scene. near the house is a frsme, board and batten 
smokehouse and a Works Roject  Administration FIT. Nortb and w e s t  of 
the Rouse stand tm barns; the oldest has a double log crib with shed 
roof  additfons, driveway and haymow and the other a rough sawn Frame 
structure vith board and batten siding and a gable roof. A %all, re- 
used log corn crib stands next to the barnyard and two sheds far poultry 
and machinery cmplete the farmstead proper, Small livestock feeders, 
and the site of the garden and lorchard sre nearby. A valley to ridge 
road crosses the farmyard, forks and immediately ascends the ridges vest 
and south, Little in the way of change has occurred to fundamentally 
altw the integrity of the  farm; structures, r d s ,  f ie lds ,  fences and 
the landscape remain the same. 

The farmstead displays adaptation to technological change and the use of 
available mtural r escurccs, particularly wood as s building material. 
Rough sawn lumber and logs form an architectural style copied frcnn the 
Appal~chiaos. Gable and shed roofs characterize the bouse and outmild- 
ings and the entire farmstead re f le t s  the efforts of the  r d a t f v d y  
s t n u  independent fanner practicing m i x e d  agriculture. The Wildings 
swain generally in good condition. As technological changes occur 
evidence of electricity and telephone service, c a m e r c 5 a l l y  prducd 
vallpapm, f l o o r  cavering, roofing materiels and c u t  nails may be 
i den t i f  bed. 

Illustrettive of an agricultural enterprise Which encompasses an emiron- 
mental niche, the l a m  prmf d d  the occupants vith m o s t  basic needs in 
t he  nineteenth century tbough Less self sufficient during the late 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. An abundance of water sources 
existed on the tract including the spring branch wMch btsects the 
f armyard6 Abundant timber on the farm, especially mixed hardwooa a d  . 
cedars found utilization ss b~i ld in~mater ia l s ,  fencing, fuel, tools, 
implanexrk.~, utensi l8  and machines such as spinning, and carding dwices  . 
It was cut for cornmereid. purposes too. 



- 
k m  ibm 
gnw IO.?Ck 

UNITtD STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INtiKIOR 
NATIONAL PARK S E R W ~  

iATfONAL REGISTER OF KiSTORlC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

CQNTINYATION L H t n  IT EM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2 

b o d  so i l s  on t h e  fann in particular the b t t d a n d s ,  supported a great 
variety of crops and produce through the years. These included vegetables 
and k n i t ,  with a ga~den and orchard to the east and south of the house; 
crops such as grains (corn and wheat in particullar plus other cerea l  
grains), tobacco, cot ton,  sorgum an the bot- land and upland f i e l d s ;  
forage for livestock including cattle, hogs, mules and horses; and feed 
for poultry. Dairy products found markets In the Inmediate cmmunity or 
the hotels 3n Jasper, the county aeat , four m i l e s  to the south. 

The fann includes extant f i e l d s  and fencerows which contribute to the 
setting. Most of the cult ivated f i e l d s ,  perimeter and cross-fenced, lie 
adjacent to the river though s productive bench f i e l d  r a a i n s  to the 
south of the farmstead. A l s o  near the farmstead arevarious fenced barn 
lots, f i e l d s ,  orchard and garden tracts that span t he  chronology of the 
Perk--Hickman farm. 

b p a r t a n t  roads crossed the farm, in part icular  vbst became n w e l l -  
traveled valley road running generally east  and vest  along the Buffalo 
River; and a valley to rise road which passd through t h e  farmyard in a 
southerly direction toward Eutbn Poin t ,  Mt. S h e m n  and the R m o n  
County seat  of hisper. Aa settlement pushed up the suf falo, t he  river 
road cgme tu be u s e d  Increasingly by famers and the loca t ion  of the 
Pgl-Pcer-Rickman farm at the  intersection of tbe ridge and valley road and 
t h e  Erbie ford j o b &  residignts on both s i d e s  of the .river, 

Contributory structures include all but the machine shed and chickenhouse 
both buut  in the 1950s. They, however, provide elenenta of an agricultural 
enterpsise and fit i n t o  a range of occupation, use and architectural 
style and thus enhance the Lntegrfq of the nminated property, 

me house 1s a square 1% tztory wooden structure, 18'8" x xB'Eln, the main 
ps r t i on  of which is a slngle log crib construc t d  of nat5ve ~ e d  cedar, 
A gable roof covers the log portion. O r i g i m l l y l  cavered with wood 
shakes or ahingles It at present is covered w i t h  corrugate3 m e t a l .  
Three double-bung windows ( fm over four l5&ts) r a i n  along w i t h  
front and rear doors. A 7' x 18'8" shed-roofd p r c h  extends across the 
f ron t  of the log portfon and is supported by rmk piers. 

The house raa  constructed in the 18509 probably by' Greenberry Parker. 
The m U s  are made of red cedar logs squared off and laid up at the 
corners with half dove-tail notches. The log = U s  w e  chinked w i t h  nut3 
and vood and the exterior joints covered w i t h  rood battens nailed to the 
logs. In all l ikelihood the  cedar logs came fran groves to the south of 
t h e  farmstead where t h e  govsrment surveyor mapped several stands of 
cedar. The warhanship of the cabin illustrates the vary f b e s t  In 
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frontier building techniques. Considmablt skill. v i th  hand tools i s  
observable, in particular the notching and fitting. Curved cornices add 
lndlviduality to the front corners of the log port ion and the loft ' 

saft@rs are F h e d  with waden pegs. 

Flush w i t h  the outside w a l l  of the vest gable ena is a sa-stone chimney 
and fireplace. In doing mabtmaaee on the chimney in 1984 the project 
manager mid, the "chimney showed c a r e  and superior craftsnanship." The 
masonry is composed of stone slab6 (flagstone) l a i d  up on &e an unusual 
but locally camon nineteenth century practice. A t  the base it is 6' 
wide By 2#4" deep ans  about 2b"high "bevelled *an the  base to the 
m o w e r  chimney stack." The hearth and mantel are constructed of 
native rock. 

During tbe nineteenth c entury additions were added to the south and a l s o  
the east side of the cabin. Though altering it, the architectural style 
did n o t  fundamental ly  change. Of rough sawn boards and battens nailed . 
vertically over the Joints, the addit ion increased the size of the 
entire  structure to about 785 square feet , The gable roof on the south 
aide of t be  cabin extended over the rear eU. vhf le a shed roof covered 
the added room on the east. I n t e r i o r  w a l l s  of the addit ion are boxed in 
and papered, mostly v i t h  newspapers; each room included windom (four 
over four l i g h t s )  ; and two exterior doors added in each new section. 
Pine hards a r e  nailed OD the floor joists and lineoleurn lays o v e ~  that. 

An i n t e g r a l  part of the farnsted 1s a barn constructed in 1912 by James 
D. Hlclrmsn. It is a double-crib log structure with each crib measuring 
12'8" x 16' r i t h  a 12'6" driveway between than. The log8 a r e  saddle- 
notched and a gable roof covers the entire structure. It has a hay mov 
vHeh spans the length k t h  a hay door under the east gable, In 1926 
Richan built a rough sawn v e ~ t i c a l  board an8 batten addition on the 
~ r t h  ~ l d e  C81 x 37 '10") cover& with a ~ h e d  roof. Extend* along the 
south side is another addition dating frm 1926. It ia a pole shelter 
measuring 81 x 26e r i t h  a shed roof. A t  present the entire barn is 
roofed with corrugated m e t a l .  Another barn constmctea by Rickman in 
1926 stands apsrby. It is a m o d  frame bullding with vertical. board and 
batten siding and peeled pole floor for hay storage in the east one- 
U, The dbensions  are 30' x 20' and the  gabled roof is c o r r u g s t d  
m e t a l .  - - 
Reflecting another portion of the famfng entwprkse are wood frame 
~tructures for machine storage and poultry. Both bufldings ( non-contributing 
resources built  in 1955 ~ i c b n )  are she3 roof style, covmed w i t h  
per t ica l  board 8nd batten siding and roof d with corrugated m e t a l .  The 
chickenhouse measures 10 h 10 ' and the machine shed 10 ' x 16 ' . A s m d l  
-den corn crib is located near the two barns. It is s wood frame 
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structure built prior to 1900 of squarcd 1og'silJ.s on f i e lds tone  piers.  
The gable roof 3s cover& with corrugated m e t a l  and the sides arc rough 
sawn vertical boards and battens attached with square n a i l s .  The log 
sills ark notchled in such a way to indicate  use in some earlier structUrc. 

Two wood f'rame buiZdings complete the f a m s t t a d ,  A Works &ode& A d d -  
istration (WA-1930s) privy w i t h  a m e t a l  roof and rough ezrm board 
sid5ng ranains southeast c f t h e  house, Southwest of the lmuss stand5 a 
frame smokehouse sided with rough'sawn bomds bui l t  in the l9ZOa; it 
has a gable roof covered with corrugated m e t a l ,  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Parker-Hickman Farm is signif  icmt under Rational Register Crsteria 
A and C as it embodies pioneer aettlgncnt and ecowmic development; and 
the perpetuation of traditfonal architecture a d  c u l t u r d  landscapes In 
the  southern Ozark Plateau. ' As a site which m e r i t s  regjonal-level 
signif%cancc the  farm, located In a remote area of noxthern Arkansas, 
was first s e t t l e d  by relocated Cherokee people in the 1820s. By the 
1040s pioneers sett led an land alongside the Buffalo River, where they  
established a very productive farm wMch incorporated eltments of a 
t r aa i t fona l  aria perpetuated frontim. They hplenented longstanding 
patterns of o c d t l ~ i n g  the best lands for farming and livestock raising 
couplea w i t h  access to important resources of wood and water, Contin- 
uously used from the 1850s until 1982 (its period of signifitcance) the 
i n t a c t  f i e lds ,  farmstead and associate3 gexden and orchard plota,  peas 
and lots,  add to a sense of contenbent  and security whsch has mt been 
altered by the passage of t h e .  GmnbSled with nearly 130 years of 
continuous occupation the farm possesses a significant amount of fntcg- 
r ity . Doninated by a log house I n  age and qusl5ty of vorbanshlp e x c m p m  
for the Ozarks, plus various outbufidhgs the f a m  r~ esents an aaapktiva 
enterprf se based on conditions which evolved frm a raw frontier  to the 
relatively stable mid and la te  twentieth century. As ownership and 
economic condiiions changed, land use and the farmstead reflected those 
c-es . Hovmer, intmsions such as specialized fming , timbering, 
and building construct ion se- not to have flmdamentdly altered the 
in tegr i ty  of landscape or architecture on t h i s  upper Buffdo Riv- 
valley farm. 

One of the last regkons to be penetrated 'try s e t t l e r s  after crossing the 
Mssiseilppi River, the Ozark Plateau is an area. dissected by ridges and A 

vaUeys, open glades and bottomhands. As old, erd'& mountains the 
Ozarks are  cover& Kith s m i x e l  hardwood forest which after 1920 had 
supplanted a mostly pine covered landscape. Interspersed r l t h  mrmerous 
springs, creeks and rivers, it attracted settlers following the cession 
of lards %y the Chaokee in northwest Arkansas 3m 1828. Unlike many 
s e t t l e r s  poving up the Arkansas or Missouri Rfvm valleys, those who 
moped i n t o  the Ozarks typically had to travel werland or vend their way 
up river drainages such as the White and i t s  tributary, the Buffalo. 
Seeking land to s u p p r t  thee in ways s h W  t o  Tennessee cr the  Carolinas, 
these h u f o l k  'settled land along the watercourses during the Old Ozarkg 
pbsse (pre Civll w a r )  that  would be suitable for agrieultmc! A 
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perpetuated frontier, the Ozarks became an actension In place and time 
and as such the farms reflected that past. In selecting land, early 
arrivals chose bottomlands, the best of the  arable l a M .  For the Parker 
family meant land d o n g  Webb Branch j u s t  above t h e  confluence with 
the Buffalo River in Newton County krkan'sas . Arriving during the early 
18409 this extended fmny settled on land which would %e incorporated 
l n t o  the Parker-Hiclrman fane that evolved through the years unti3. sold 
to t h e  National Park Service in 1982. In 1847 W i l l l a m  H .. Parker f fled 
entry on 40 acres and three years'lat- he purchased 46 acres, both on 
the river floodplain, 

Earliest settlers located the farnstead in a sheltered &he against 
ridges abutting a mall flood pla in  fomed by a springbranch and Webb 
Branch Creek., Visually the site conveys a sense of security from t h e  
e lments .  As with earlier generations the spbt least disrupted the 
environment while utilizing topographical features to a maximuma2 fn 
this setting during 18219 the  family produced a good amount from a modest- 
s ized farm, including 700 bushels of corn, 100 bushels of oate end 80 
bushels of v h ~ ! i t . ~  Productive farms such as t h i s  used bottom and bench 
land f i e l d s ,  in cont ras t  to latecomffs who found the best land taken and 
had to use hard-scrabble soils of the ridge tops. 

Civil W a r  skirmishes occurred on or near the f m .  Following the btt les  
of Pea Ridge and Wilsons Creek in the w e s t e r n  Ozmks , a number of random 
guerilla acts transpired, especially in 1864. According to aral t r ad i t ion ,  
the  house served as a temprasy f i e l d  hospital after a slrlrmish on Webb 
(then Pm-ker) Branch. 4 

A very significant portfon of the farm is the  I n t a c t  farmstead that has 
atructmes buil t  from the 1850s to 1955. This  exemplary cluster of 
barns, sheds, smokehouse, privy and house represents a cross-section and 
range of rural vernacufar architecture in the original, location. It 
depicts the evolution of a. fanastead over a period of 100 years and is a 
representative and hfghly usual grouping of traditional structures 
almost  pmfectly preserved. The principal structure, et log house, 
represents the  most common house type of the southern uplands. In 
quality of construction the  hewn log crib portion exenplJfie9 superior 
fitting together of Carolina-designed , half-dovetail notched logs. In 
the Ozasks a h&gher s o c i d  etatus eccrued to hose xho l lved in a hewd 
log house rather than one made of round logs .3 The s ide  and rear edditions 
m a k e  the structure a usual and traditional. swelling. According to one 
close observer of rural vernacular architecture in the regfon, the 
Parker-Hiclrman house has a steeper piched roof than those of German 
influence in the northern Ozarks and is c o n s t r u c t d  of cedar l ogs ,  not 
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traditiomh oak or walnut m6 The rert ically laid sandstone chimney, 
proportionately much larger than the dwelling, pesents another dis- 
similarity r i t h i n  t h e  region, 

Other buildfngs of contribu-bry aignfficancc to the fana illustrate the 
variety of activit ies f r c r m  the 1850s to 1982. These include t w o  barns, 
a corn criB, smokehouse and privy. Constructed af logs or rough sawn 
Iwnber, they r e f l e c t  the usual cdplcment of bulldings on an Ozarks 
farm, and danonstrate adaptation to the topography and changing con- 
ditions of an agricultural economy over the. Very typical, and in a 
fafr to good state of repair, they lend themselves to the f m  's wad1 
i n t e g r i t y  . Non-contributory structures include a mach4ne shed ans a 
chickenhouse constructed in the 1950s however, they complete sn ensmble 
of structures which lend context to the farmstead, and to the farm as a 
whole .  

Of considerable importance is t h e  ent ire  laqdscape w i t h  farmstead, 1 

extant f f elds (bench and bottomland) , f encerovs , roads, cattle gates, 
garden and orchard plots,  wooded slopes, and springs. Unlike most 
histortcal sites in the Ozarks the landscape is remarkable intact ,  end 
provides insights and evidence spanning portions of two centuries of 
Ozmk history; it also  corrveya a feeling or sense of' contenbent arrd 
security. 

As agricultural production chaw& over t h e  the Parker-Hiclman farm 
reflects those trends. Initially the effor t  was sbply subsistence but 
as more land was put in- production surpLuses developed relat2vely soon 

* (within ten years or less) which fueled a local merket system. As a 
transportation network of roads and later railroads developed, distant 
markets to the north and w e s t  materialized, dthough cattle &mi= into 
Mlssouri From the Arkansas Ozarks occurred soon after settlers arrived. 

In keeping with the overall Oxarks pattern,  general fanning continued at 
the Parker-Hiclman farm, however after Wo Id W a r  I1 specialization 
began, prticularly in livestock raising .' Unfinished feeder cattle 
dominated the specialization and the Last owners of the farm, the BiEchans , 
t u r n d  the f i e l d a  into pasture land for  cattle production. 

. -  
The Parker-Hickman fane reflects the entire range f ram subsistence to 
specialized agriculture; from settlement to the present day; from structures 
of log  t o  rough sawn f r a m e  ones which make up a range of rural vernacular 
architecture; and from Parkers to Hicbans,  inhabited contirmously *om 

* first settler to the  l a s t  occupant during the l a t e  t w e n t i e t h  century. 
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Bornhies  i d e n t i f i d  for t h i s  195 rrcrc district include' the tro original 
IrO acre tracts acquired by WiUIem H. Parker in 1847 and 1850 respectively, 
ft also'includes the  site of t h e  o r ig ina l  fmstead  along Webb Branch 
Creek ( fonnerly Parker Branch) and the adjacent bencb and riagc lands to 
the w e s t  and south. In addition the Buffalo River forms portions of t h e  
northern boundary. When t h e  original surveys of the township and sections 
occurred in 1831 and 1843, the goverment eurveyor mapped in a flood 
plain field on both s ides  of Webb Branch in t h e  area h d i e t e l y  east of 
the present farmstead. In additlon the map contain& sketches of cedar 
groves located to the south wMch s weral owners used. Signfficantly, 
the farmstead makes adaptive use of and l i t t l e  disturbs the topography. 
nestled up against ridges on the west and south, a visua3. quality in 
combination v i th  t he  topography, conveys a sense of securr%ty. The 
essence of the western and southern boundmies 1s defined by topograpm, 
visual qvalitf es and the historical  record, vhlch brings the recommended 
bamd&ry in very close proximity to ~ e s e n t  park boundary l i n e s  on t h e  
ridges, as the  accompanying maps i l lust ra te .  Though adf acent privately 
owned lands may just if iably be included, resistance to the designation 
is l i k e l y ,  however, future ownership changes nay pernit an mending of 
t h e  distrf ct 'boundaries. The ranaining acreage is principally bottom 
land in two 40 acre t racts,  the f irat acquird by William H . Parker 
f i l i n g  for ownership in 1847 and the second by him through purchase in 
1850. The rectangular parcel of 80 acres f m s  portions of the mrth, 
east and south boundmies of 'the district, The Buffalo River, aef Ines 
part of the northern M u n B q  and mers of the farm utilized adJacent 
bottom lands for f ming. An important river crossing, Erbie ~ o r h ,  l i e s  
in the northwest quadrant of the farm. f n, sun, agricultural and settlement 
history,  %opograpm and visual qualities d d i m i t  t h e  boundaries of the 
Parker-Hichsn Farm, 
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