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The site of the courthouse is a commanding one overlooking the
Black River. |t was apparently designed with great care and with con-
sideration of its aesthetic relationship to the site selected. [t was
built upon the site of a prior courthouse which had been constructed in
1873 and burned in 1885, The present courthouse has the date 1888

inscribed in the pediment., The buildln% is designed in the Victorian
style common to this country in the 1880

The foundation is of natural stone, quarried locally, and appar atly
goes down to solid rock. The building itself is a two-story brick. ‘he
brick was manufactured loeally and the ruins of the old kiln in which
it was fired are still in existence. The brickwork was well done in
common bond with fine coler and texture. Two story brick pilasters
emphasize the corners and bays of the building, giving it a monumental
appearance. Ihe segmental arches of the windows and the fine iower
are impressive elements. The roof is of a modified mansard style anc
is covered with metal shingles. Yellow cypress was used in the roof
structure and in the exterior trim.

Alterations were evidently made on the building during WPA daye.
Modern fireproof and burglarproof vaults were installed in certain

sections of the building. The chineys do not match the original
drawings.

4 is very doubtful if the building or grounds have aliered muc-
from the time they were plotted and constructed. Comparison of a 1S:.
photo with photos taken in 1962 show virtually no change during that
period other than that of minor deterioration.
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The design and construction of the Powhatan Courthouse reflects
the search for styles by the architects of the period. The building
displays an ltalian influence in the brackets, dormers and modified
| mansard roof. |t combines, also, other architectural qualities whicx

were popular throughout this country during the Victorian period.

Most exemplary would be the elaborate decoration of the architectura.
wood details of the building.

Although the building has suffered considerable wear and tear,
and a good many architectural features were damaged, there is amole
evidence of the original fabric to make an authentic restoration
possible, The main stairway, which lies to the right on the river
side of the building is intact. The stair newel and handrails are
| impressive in their substantial consiruction. Although some balusters

are missing, there is a sufficient number available ito serve as
examples for restoration of the original balustrade. The story heighie
are extremely great, creating an impressive example of a commedius
county siructure. The courtroom is unusually large and also has an
extremely high ceiling on the second floor level.

In a report titled "Some Historic Buildings of Arkansas,"
prepared for Governor Winthrop Rockefeller in Oclober of 1368

by A. Edwin Kendrew, John L. Ferguson, et al, the following state-
ment was made,

"1t would be highly desirable to preserve and eventually
restore and exhibit this building as a landmark of the

history and development of the area and its former impertance
as a port town and county seat."

The building is architecturally significant due to the fact
that it is one o the few remaining buildings of that period left
in that portion of the State. The original design and construction
| are still intact and restoration is economically feasible dus to the
relative soundness of the structure.
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