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T h e  site of t h e  courthouse is a cornanding one overlooking +f:e 
Black River. I t was apparently designed wi t h  great care and w i t h  car.- 

! / s i derat ion ol' its aesthetic r a l a t  ionshi  D t o  the s i t e  selected. I t w a s  
F ( builtupon t h e s i t e o f  e p r i o r  courthouLewhich hadbeen constructed i n  ; 

1873 and burned in 1885. The present courthouse has t h e  date 1888 

(Chuck OncJ 

Moved 3 Origrml S i t m  
1NTEGRITY 

inscribed in  the pediment. ~ h k  buildin is designed in the Victorian 
style comnon t o  t h i s  country in the 188 8 Is. 

, D E S G A l B L  THE Pa ESEHT A N 0  ORLGINAL iff h 0 w n )  P s l Y S l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

(Chock Onel 

Altered Unn1t.r.d rj 

The foundation is o f  na tu ra l  stone, quarr ied locally, and appar q t l y  
goes down to  solid rock. The building itself is a two-story brick. f h ~  
brick was manufactured lo~ally and the ruins o f  the old kiln in which 
it was f i r e d  are s t i l l  i n  existence, The brickwork was well done i n  
common bond w i t h  fine color and texture. Two story  br ick  pilasters 
emphasize t h e  corners and bays of  t h e  building, giving it a monumental 

I 

appearance. The segmental arches o f  the windows and the  f i n e  tower 
i w  
I rr. 

are impressive elements. The roof is o f  a modified mansard s t y l e  anc I 

is covered with metal shingles. Y e l l o w  cypress was used i n  the r o o f  ; rn 

structure and i n  the ex te r io r  trim. he 

- 
Alterat ions were evidently made on the bui l d ing  dur ing \PA days. * 

Modern f i rep roo f  and burglarproof vaults were installed i n  certain 
sections o f  the building. The chineys do n o t  mtch the original f 

drawings. 
C 

! Il is very d o u b t f u l  i f  the building or grounds have altered mu<. ,. 

/ from the t ime  they were plotted and constructed. Comparison o f  a 152- - 
photo w i t h  photos taken i n  1969 show virtually no change dur ing tha t  
per iod other than that o f  minor deterioration. 

C 
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T h e  design and construction o f  the Powhatan Courthouse ref lecZs 
the search f o r  styles by the architects o f  the period. The b u i l d i n g  
displays an I talian influence i n  the brackets,  dormers and m d i f i e d  
mansard roof ,  It combinesT also, other architectural qualities whic-4 
were popular throughout t h i s  oountry during t h e  'V ictor ian per iod. 
Most  exemplary w o u l d  be t h e  elaborate decoration o f  the archi tec tura-  
wood details of the building. 

I Although t h e  bu i l d ing  has suffered considerable wear and tear, 
and a good many architectural  features were damaged, there is ample 

/ evidence of t h e  original fabr ic  to  make an authentic restoration 
I possible, The main stairway, which t i e s  t o  t h e  right on the river 

side o f  the building is intact. The s ta i r  newel and handrails are  
impressive in t h e i r  substantial construction. A l t h o q h  some balus2a:s 
are missing, there is a s u f f i c i e n t  number available t o  serve as 
examples f o r  restoration OF the original balustrade,  The s to r y  heights 
are extremely great, creating an impressive example o f  a comodius 
county structure. The courtroom is unusually large and also has an I 

extremely high cei ling, on the second f loar level. ! 

In a report  t i t led "Some Historic Buildinps of Arkansas, 11 

prepared f o r  Governor Winthrop Rockefeller i n  October o f  1968 
by A,  Edwin Kendrew, John L. Ferguson, & d, t h e  fallowing state- 
m e n t  was made, 

' V t  would be highly desirable t o  preserve and eventually 
restore and exhibit t h i s  building as a landmark af the 

! 

history and development o f  the area and its former importance 
as a p o r t  town and county seat." 

The building is architecturally s ign i f imnt  due t o  the fac t  
tha t  i t  is one a? the fm remaining buildings of that  period left  I 

in that po r t i on  o f  the State. The original design and consZruction ! 
are still  intact and restorat ion is economically Feasible due to the 

I 

r e l a t i ve  soundness of  the structure. 
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