
OMB No. 1MZ@018 

Knited States Department of the Interior 
National: Park Senice 

I 

National RePistes OF Historic Places 
~e~istrat ion-  ~ o r m  
Tbis form i s  for use in nominating or quat ing  ddminations for individual pmpaties and districts. Sa kdmctiom in H m  to Complete the National#epfe~ 
ofHistoric Piam RegiE.~.qon Fom (Yational Regisra Bulletin 16A) CompIne each item by by '"n" in the appropriae box or by entering the informath 
rques ld .  Lfan item docs not apply to the pwperry being document& enta "K/A" fw '+not applicable " For functions. architectmil c h t f i c a t i o n ,  maten&. and 
areas of sipnficancc. meronly catqm- and  subcategonm from the irntructlons. Place additional emries and nanative ]tam on contirumion sheas i?rPS Form 
1 0 - m ) .  Use a Qpcwriter, word pnxessor, or computer, to complete all items 

1. Name of Propeq  

bstaric name Booneville Commercial Historic Disnjct 

other names'site number Slle a003 15 

2. Location 

street & number East side of 100 and 200 blocks of N. Broadm-ay .Avenue not for publication 

city ar town Booneville vicinity 

stale Arkansas code .4R county Logan code 083 zip code 32927 

3. StatwTederal Agency Certification 

AT iric desiguated authority underthe Nat~onal Historic Preservatron Act, as amendad, I hereby cmtify that this a4 n o m i d o n  
rcqutsr for d m i n a u o n  of elgibihty meets the d~umeotatrsn stsndards for registering properti= in theNalioEa1 Rqister of Histonc 
Places and m m  the procedural and pmfessional tequrrements set for in 36 CFR Pan 60 In Iny opinion. tbe propmy @ me%ts a 

d that this pmpmy be 
ion sheer for add~aona 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Stare or Federal agenc? and hreau - 

In my opiaon. nbe prom m m  dws not mea the National R q g s t a  crireria. (n Sat C o n t i n ~ n n  shcrt for additionzl 
commts ) 

Si- of cwtifylnp oBciaYIi~le Date 

Sfate or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hmby cen~i? that the property la:  S i p m  of the Keeper Date oi,4cbon 

enreed In the National Register. 
Sec continuation shcd 

det~muncd eligible for the 
Natmnd Rcg~ner. 

Sae cont~nuation s M  
daemirtd not el~gible forthe 

Narional Register. 
m v d  h m  the National 

Regista. 

13 other, (explain:) 



Baoneville Commercial Historic District 
Name of Propert). 

h g n  County, Arkansas 
County and Sta:c 

m n e r s h i p  o?Froperty Categov of Propem d u m b e r  of &sources within Property 
(Check as many h x w  as appty) (Check only one box) (Do not ~nclude previously listed resources in count.) 

[Xr private 

public-local 
public-State 

public-Federal 

building(s) 
@ distrki 
0 site 

rjl structure 

object 

Contributing Noncontri but Eng 

sites 

objects 

12 7 Total 

Name of related multiple propetty listing >umber of Contributing resources prwiously lbted 
If,nrerT/.4" i f propem 1s not part of s multiple propeq  listing,) in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Carrent Functions 
(Enter categorw irom instructions) finrer catqona  from W c t i o n s )  

C O ~ R C E ~ f m a n c i a l  institution; specialty store; 
department store; restaurant 

SOC IALimeeting ball 

RECREATION AND CLZlTJlE'thzater 

COMMERCElspecialiy store; restaurant 

RECREATION AND C U L W t h e a t w  ' 

5. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categorlcj h r n  ~ncfmcrions) 

OTI-EREarly 20" Cenrury Vernacular Commercial; 
Mid-20' Cenauy Vernacular Comrnercial 

MODERN MOVEdMEhT;Modeme 

Materials 
(Enter ca tep ics  6vrn tnswctions) 

foundation Brick; Concrete; Stone 

walls Brick; Stone; Stucco; Meml 

roof Asphalt; &fetal 

othff 

Narrative Description 
(Dmcnk the hlsronc and c m n t  condition of the property on om or mare continuation shcetr.) 



BoonevilIe Commercial Historic District 
.Vm,e of Prop- 

L o p  County, Arkansas 
Counrl, and Srale 

Applicable National Register ~rit$ria k e l s  of Significance ( I ~ a l ,  state, natEnal) 
mark Y' I n  om on more boxes for the criteria qualifying the propeny La31 
for National Rcgistcr Irsting.) 

A Bropercy is associated with events that have made 
a sipficant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our histop. 

Areas of Significance (En& categories from instructions) 
ComrnerceiTrade 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
sigmificanl in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a we, period, or method of consmdon or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
hi* artistic values, or represents a signi f icant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

LL] D Proper& has yielded, w b likely to yield, 
informarion important k prehistoy or bjstary. 

Criteria Co~sidemtioas 
mark Ik" in all &e boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 
A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

IT B removed born its origmal location. 

Period of Significance 
1906-1 950 

Signifimnt Person (Complete if Criterion B is marlid) 

d a  

C. birthplace or grave of a historical Figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultunl Affiliation (Complete if Cntenon D irr marked) 

D a cemetery. n;'a 

[31 E a reconsmad building, object, or structure. 

F a oommernorative property 
ArchitecVBuilder 

17 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance nia 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the sirn~ficanct of  the pFQj?Wfy on one or more conlinrracion sheets.) 

9. Major BibliographicaI References 

BihIiozraphp 
(Cite t h c  books, anicls, and other sources wzd in preparing t h ~ s  fm on one or more conrinuatron sheets.) 

Previous documentation an file ( W S ) :  Prima? location of additional data: 
preliminary determination of individual Iisting (36 State Historic Presenmion Ofice 
CFR 67) has been requested Other State Agency 

previously listed in the National Register Federal Agency 
Previously determined eligible by the National 17 Local Government 
Register Univwsig 

designated a National Historic Landmark m e r  
recorded by Historic American Buildings S w e y  Name of repository: 
# 
recorded hy Historic American Engineering 

Record tr 



Booneville Commercial Historic District 
Name sf P r o m  

Lagan County, Arkansas 
Counp and Stxc 

UTM References 
(Tlace addil~onal UTM r e k r t c c s  MI a continualion shatt) 

I 15 - 41 6029 3 Ef38978 
7 - 

Zone Emting Nonh~ne 

2 15 4 16065 38385'64 -- 

Verbal Boundary Description 
m n b e  the bnundariie of the property on a continuation sheet,) 

Boundary Justification 
(Expiam w h y  the boundaries were wkcrcd on a mnlinuntion shtet.) 

3 Z 5 4 16070 3 888740 
Zone East~ng Northing 

4 15 4 16006 3 858747 

Sw continuation shwt 

I t .  Form Prepared By 

namdtitle I u T t a n t  
organization Arkansas Historic Preservation P r o m  date February 8, 20 13 

street & number L600 Tower Building, 323 Center Sveet telephone (50 11324-9880 

city or town Little Rock State AR zip code 72210 

Additional Doeurnentation 
Sublnlt rtl: 631 ,.;+;r.g 1lc-11, wrth the cmplercd farm 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or F 5 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and propmes having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Chtck with tbe SHPO or F!W for an!, additional items.) 

Property Omer 
(Conplcrc 1h15 rtcm a: thc request of 5WQ or FPO ) 

name 4lultipIe Property Owners 

meet t number telephone 

c i ~  or town state zip code 

Papcmork Rrdaetion Act Stntemtnt: This informalion is king mllmtd: for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate propmi= for 
listing or detnrmine etigibility for listing. to list propmica. and to amend existing listing. Response to his  quest is rrqu~red to obtain a bcnefi~ in accordance 
P,+IIY rheNar~onal Histonc Fmmar~on Act, a amended (1 6 470 er mq. j 

Estimated Burden Statmmt: Public reporting burdm fw this f m  is cstimatcd lo average IS.1 how per r a p m e  including time for miewing inmctiom, 
gathering and malntarnrng dam, and complenn~ and m i w i n g  the form. Direct comments regardine. f h ~ s  burden &mate or any aspect of this form to he Chief, 
Adm~nisrratlve Sew~ccs Division, National Park Service, P. 0. Box 37 127, Washinplon. DC 20013-7127; and rhc Office of Management and Budset, Papm~rk 
Reductrons Projm (1024-00I 8), Wmhmgton, DC 20303. 



Booneville Commercial Historic District 
Name of Property 

United States Department off he Interior 
uatianal Park Service a 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 7 Page 1 

Logan County, Arkansas 
Coung and State 

I 

Summary 
The Booneville Commercial Historic District contains twenty buildings that are located in the historic center 
of the city. These buildings signify the process of the re-establishment of Boonet.ille to the north side of the 
railroad tracks beginning in 1899. The digrict includes one building previously listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places: Farmers and Merchants BanklPvIasonic Lodge at 288 N. Broadwbay, listed 1 1-09-93. 

Elaboration 
Bmneville is located in western Arkansas in the Arkansas River Valley between the Ouachita and Ozark 
Mountains. The city has a total area of 4.1 square miles with a population of around 4,000 in 20 10. Its 
historic downtown commercial district centers on Main Street (also Arkansas State Highway 10) and 
Broadway Avenue. One block to the north of the Boonevil le Commercia't. Historic District is the Southern 
District Logan County Courthouse (National Register 03-08-97) and the Booneville Methodist Episcopal 
Church Sou& Church (Yational Register 05-25 1 1 ) 

Railroad tsacks run easdwest n block south of the district. On the south side of the districh the original town 
of Boonetille retains little of its original fabric. Approximately three miles south of downtourn Booneville is 
the Arkansas Tukrculosis Sanatorium (NationaI Register listed 10-05-06). 

Buildings in the Bonneville Commercial Historic District ace one and t w + s t o ~  and of brick andor stone 
construction. Many of the buildings in the district were constructed in place of wood buildings that were 
moved from south of the railroad track, beginning in 1899. The majority of the buildings have flat roofs with 
parapets. indigenous to the area, stone is a major building material in the district. Cut-stone is located on the 
h n t s  of several buildings while fieldstone is commonly seen on secondary walIs. Most of the buildings 
demonstrate the popular one-or two-part commercial form. A number of storefronts have been altered or 
boarded, but exhibit their traditional shape. Restmined stylistic elements seen on the buildings include brick 
corbelIing, decorative brickwork and a few arched windows as doors. Buildings are exampIes of vernacular 
commercial designs popular from 1900 through the mid- twentieth century. 

120 N. Broadway Avenue, Site #L00295: c. 1946 @on-contributing building) 
This one-story concrete block building is faced in brick on the front (west) wall. The storeftont is covered 
with duminum, and contains a single wood door. The rear of the building has been covered in aluminum. 
This building has been modified as a part of the auto senrice business 20 the south (7 E. 1" Street). 

128 N. BroaGway Avenne, Site #L00296: c. 1946 {Conhibuting building) 
The building is two-stories with a brick front (west) and fieldstone on the north, south and west walls. 
Across the top of the front of the building crystal stones are embedded in the brick, spelling WERTZ. Crystal 
stones are located on either side of the name and a large crystal stone is embedded above. The storefront 
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consists of a recessed center entv flanked by plate-glass windows with brick bulkheads embedded with small 
crystal stones. A single door on the north end of the front leads to the second story. 

132 N, Broadway Avenue, Site #L00297: J- W. Skinner and Sons Bailding: 1923 (Contributing 
building) . 
This one-story building is faced in brick on the front (west) with stucco covering the rear wall. Brick 
corbelling mns along the cornice line, Mirror-image storefronts contain recessed wood and glass doors 
flanked by plate glass display windows with brick bulkheads. 

148 N. Broadway Avenue, Site #L00298: c. 1910 (Contributing building) 
A decorative upper brick wall with three sections featuring h i c k  corbelling forming dentils, recessed brick 
panels with decorative brick pattern and decorative metal vents distinguishes this buitding. The storefront has 
been modified with an aluminum-frame glass and door system. Aluminum covers storefront transom 
wlndows. The rear of the building has been cowred in stucco, but fieldstone is visible in portions. Arched- 
top window and door openings are also visible on the rear elevation. 

154 N. Broadway Avenue, Site ffL00299: c. 1910 (Contributing building) 
Among the oldest buildings in the block, this building was remodeled on its front (west) c- 1950 and faced 
wjth buff-color brick, An aluminum-fme glass door with sidelights is flanked by large plate glass windows 
framed in wood. Tile runs along the ridge of the parapet tvdl on the front of the building. 

164 N. Broadway Avenue, Site #L00300: c. 1910 (Contributing building) 
This building tvas remodeled c. E 950 similar to the adjacent building at 1 54 N. Broadway. Buff-color brick 
covers the front (west) of the building and an aluminum-frame storefront features a recessed center entry 
flanked by plate glass display windows with brick bulkheads, A plain upper front wal l  features a tile ridge on 
the parapet nrall. 

172 N. Broadway Avenue, Site #L00301: c. 1948 (Contributing building) 
The building is one-s to~  with a plain upper buff-color brick wall and aluminum-frame and glass storefront 
uith recessed center entry. Aluminum panels cover transom uindows. 

180 N. Broadway Avenue, Site m00302: Savage Theater Building: 1947 (Contributing building) 
Constructed as a movie theater, this one and one-half story building is of brick construction with stucco 
covering the front parapet walls. The .original theater marquee with neon tubing is intact in the center of the 
front. Sets of aluminum-framed double doors are recessed on either side of the center ticket booth. Octagonal 
aIuminum-fiamed windows and movie bill windows are located on the end bays of the front of the building. 
The building is covered with a low-pitch gable roof with front parapet. 
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206 N. Broadway Avenue, Site &00304: Harp's OldsrnobiIe Building: 1930 (Nan-contributing 
building) 
Constructed for auto sales and service, this building is of brick construction, but has been covered in 
aluminum. The building is located an the southeast comer of N. Broadway and E. Second. Service bay 
overhead doors are Iocated on the south eIevation of the building. A recessed single door is located on the 
west elevation of the building. It is flanked by aluminum-framed plate glass windows. A set of aluminum- 
framed glass windows is located on the west end of the south eIevation, 

222 N. Broadway Avenue, Site #L00305: c. 1910 (Non-contributing building) 
This is  a one-story brick and stone building with decorative brickwork in the upper w d l  of its front (west). 
The upper wall is divided into three recessed brick panels with brick corbelling, decorative brick bands and 
metal vents. The l o i w  portion of the front has been covered with aluminum panels and contains a center 
entry and two stationwq. windows. FieIdstone covers the back wall of the building. 

226 Y. Broadway Avenue, Site #L00306: c. f 910 (Contributing building) 
This building features similar upper front wall recessed panels with decorative brickwork similar to the 
adjacent building to the south (222 N. Broadmay). The storefront consists o f  aluminum-framed plate gIass 
windows and a single door. Upper portions of the original storefront are boarded. Original fieIdstone walls 
with arched-top window and door openings xre visible on the rear (east) of the building. 

234-238 N. Broadway Avenue, Site K00307:  1955 @on-contributing building) 
This one-story mid-cenhrrq- commercial building was remodeled in 201 0. The character of the front of the 
building reflects Spanish Revival in its use of tite roof on the shed portico roof covered with tile. The north 
side of the building which is open to the alley is covered in aluminum as is the rear elevation. 

252 N. Broadway Avenue, Site #L00308: c 1946 (Contributing building) 
One of the few two-story buildings in Boone\lille7s downtown, this building is covered in fieldstone. The 
front (west) of the building features the original storefront with recessed center entry flanked by plate glass 
display windows with stone bulkheads. A single door on the north end of the front leads to the second story. 

260 N. Broadway Avenue, Site Ak00309: c. 1910 (Contributing bailding) 
This building is one-story and of stone construction. The walls on the building are rough cut-stone. The 
storefront on this small building has been modified with aluminum-frame door and plate glass u?indon-s. 

266 N. Broadway Avenue, Site #LO0310 : c. 1915 (Son-contiihuting building) 
The two-stoy brick building is covered with stucco. ItaZianate style brick-arched windour openings are 
located on the second story of the building. Although the original layout of the storefront remains, aluminum- 
h m e  door and ~4indows have been installed. The storefront is framed in aluminum and aluminum covers 
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storefront transom windows and dispIay window bulkheads. A single door on the north end of the front 
provides access the second story. 

274 N. Broadway Avenue, Site #L00313.: c. 1910 (Contributing building) 
This small one-stow building is constructed of concrete block. Decorative concrete block covers the front 
(west) ndE of the building. The storefront is comprised of wood-frame plate-glass window and wood and 
glass door. 

282 N. Broadway Avenue, Site #L00312: c. 1910 (Contributing building) 
The front of this one-story concrete block building features decorative concrete block. The storefront features 
a centered pIate-glass display window bay flanked by recessed wood and glass doors. A hand of transom 
windows spans the top of the storefront. 

288 N. Broadway Avenue, Site #L00081: 1906: Farmers and Merchants BanWMasonic Lodge 
(Individually listed in theSNational Register 04-26-78) 
This building is an anchor in Bonneville's historic downtown, Iocated on the southeast corner of Main and 
Broadway. The two-story building is of brick constmction and features a chamfered corner entrance. Plate- 
glass windows with transoms span the west and north walls of the building. Pairs of double-hung windows 
span the walls on the second story of the west and north elevations. A semi-circular window banded by brick 
and a caq  concrete keystone highlights the upper wall of the west elevation. 

7 E. First Street, Site f i00313: c. 1979 @on-contributing buiIdiag) 
'Fhis building is set back h m  E. First Street and is covered in aluminum and features plate glass windows. 
The location has been the site of auto service since the 1920s. 

40-42 E. Second Street, Site #C00314: c. 1949 (Non-contributing building) 
The small hvo-story brick building is located disectIy behind the Savage Theater. The storefront consists of 
an a l uminum-he  door with sidelights and flanked by plate glass windows with brick 'bulkheads. A single 
wood and glass door on the west end of the front leads to the second stay. Two window openings on the 
second s t o ~  of tfre front have been enclosed with brick. 

LNTEGMTY 
The Booneville Commercial Historic District retains is integrity of Iocatios setting, feeling, association. 
Much of the district conveys the original sense of design. The disbict has a strong visual connection to its 
period of significance. The district is situated between the railroad tracks and a major Arkansas state highway 
and retains its historic importance of location. The alterations on the fronts of the buildings occurred between 
the mid 1950s and the present. Most of the modifications made to buildings have been to the storefronts. 
Stone is a prevalent building material in the district and reflects the vernaculat use of indigenous materials. 



BoonevilIe Commercial Historic District 
h ame of Pt@perty Count)r and Stalt: 

United States Department of the Interior 
National ParBSenrice , 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number R Page E 

SUMMARY 

The Booneville Commercial Historic District contains the oIdest extant and most contiguous portion of the 
city's historic downtown. It is being n o h a t e d  to the National Register of Historic Places with loca! 
significance under Criterion A for it association with the development and re-incorporation of the town 
following establishment of a ~aihoad line in 1 899. 

ELARORATION 

Booneville is the southern county seat of Logan County, Arkansas, which is situated on the southem side of 
the Arkansas River Valley in the northwest quadrant of the state. Logan County is one of ten counties in 
Arkansas that have hvo county seats. The northern and southern sections of Logan County are separated by 
an east-west mountain range containing Arkansas's highest peak - Mt. Magizinc at 2.753 feet. The county's 
terrain ranges from aIIuvia1 in the north along the Arkansas River and its tributaries to hilly in the center and 
mountainous to the south and wew2 

Logan County was created with land taken the surrounding counties of Franklin, Johnson, Scott, and Yell on 
March 22, 1871. It urn originally designated Sarber County after Republican State Senator John SarGer, 
author of the bill that created the new- county and a veteran of the Union Army. The name was changed to 
Logan County on December 14, I 875, shortly after the Reconstruction period ended in Arkansas. The name 
change was one of many actions taken by the Democrat party, the new majority in the state legislature, to 
purge the state of the Carpetbaggers' influence that had controlled state government since the Civil war.' 

Logan Coun? took its present name from James Logan, an early pioner in the region. Born in Danville, 
Kentucky, on March 1 1, 1791, he moved so Arkansas from Missouri in 1830, with his wife ,  Rachel Steel, the 
rest of the Logan family, and all of their possessions in a train of wagons. After what would have been a long 
and trying trek through the Ozark Mountains, the Logans settled on the southern bank of the Arkansas River 
close to Spadm 

James Logan established the Logan Post office at his settlement and was appointed postmaster. The 
settlement giew as more land was cleared and famed, but in E 83 3, a large flood on the Arkansas Ever 
destroyed their crops and killed many- the livestock. h outbreak of cholera followed. Logan moved his 
family and settlement further south to a more mountainous area along Sugar Creek near present day 
~oonevi 1 ~e." 

Walter Cauthron, one of the area's earliest settlers, opened a general store on the Petit Jean Kver in 1828. He 
named h i s  settlement BoonetiIle. Some say it uras named afies Daniel b o n e ,  who was a close friend of the 
Logan family from their days in Kentucky. Othets thought that it was a misspeIling of Bonneville, after 
Captain Benjamin Bomeville a friend and traveling companion of Walter Camhron, 
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Cauthron had the land, he owned southeast of his store pIatted. Nine blocks were laid out and divided into 
lots for sale in August 1 837. By Septemkr, twenfy-one lots had been sold and a post office had been 
established. Before the Civil War broke out the new town had a population ofaround four hundred.5 
Booneville was incorporated for the first time in May P 878. Despite its somewhat out of the way location 
Booneville continued to prosper. It had a Baptist and Methodist Church. a newspaper called the Boorredlle 
Enterprise, a drug store, a blacksmith shop, and several general stores? 

The Choctaw, Oklahoma: and Gulf Railroad began construction of a rail line between McAlester, Oklahoma, 
and Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1889. The railroad started laying tracks eastward from McAlester and westward 
from Little Rock at the same time. The rail line from the west reached Booneville in 1899 and by August, a 
daily sewice operated between Boonevjlle and Oklahoma. Because of the more mountainous terrain between 
Little Rock and BoonevilEe, that section was not completed until Inter that year. December I 1, 1 899, at 9 3 8 ,  
the first t h  passenger train arrived in ~ooneville.' 

Booneville was ideally located as a 'halfway point in the sixteen and half hour trip between Memphis, 
Tennessee, and Mcblester, Oklahoma, but with one major problem.' The town originally platted by Walter 
Cauthnron back in 1837 was south of the new railroad line, The Choctaw, Oklahoma, and Gulf Townsite 
Company brought fm Iand that lay north of the mcks from W.D. Sadler. Tn 1 g99, the Railroad Company 
platted a new RoonetilIe downtown with wide streets and alleys. Main Street was laid out so wide in that 
today it accommodates parking on both sides of five Ianes of Highway 10 through dom-ntown without 
impacting the original, ample six-foot wide sidewalks. 

The established businesses in the old town south of the railroad tracks were offered lots in the new 
downtorvn near the railroad tracks by the Townsite Company. The company further agreed to move their 
existing building to a new lot. The buildings were either dismantled and rebuilt or put up on log rollers and 
pulled by teams of horses to the ether side of the railroad track.' BoonevilEe re-incospomted in 1899, ready 
to do business vrith the railroad and an influx of new enterprises, residents, and visitors. That same year, M.T. 
Hampton founded the city's oldest continuously operazing business, the Boonevilie ~ernocmt.'~ 

Logan County was divided into two districts in 1901. Booneville was selected as the seat of government for 
the southern district and a courthouse was constructed on North Broadway. The next yeat, the Rock Islmd 
Railroad Line bought the Choctaw, Oklahoma, and Gulf Railroad. Rock Island expanded the railroad facility 
in BoonevilIe by adding a switching yard. a roundhouse, an ofice building, and a larger depot. ' ' 
As the town grew many of the wooden structures that had been moved from the oId town began to be 
replaced with brick and stone con~trudion.'~ From its earliest days, Booneville dernostmted strong support 
for education. The first public school in Logan County, the Booneville Coeducation Institute was formed in 
1904, and a brick school house was buiIt on what i s  now Fourth Street. Businesses at the time incIuded the 
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T a m  Drugstore established in 1 904  Ham and Sons, Barbers, Bevens Grtxerv; Mayers Brother's Clot king 
Stanford's Horseshoeing and Wagon Works; Holland Produce; W.J. Ham, oculist; and Garth, w-at~hmaker. '~ 

The Bank of Boaneville, chartered on April 24, 1899, moved from their h e  building to a new brick and 
nrsticated stone building on the northwest corner of Main and Bread~xay in 1902." In 1906 the two-stop 
Farmers and Merchants Bank buiIding was constructed on the opposite corner of Main and Broadway. The 
bank was renamed Citizens Bank in 193 1 .. A new bank WIS constructed on West Main Street in 1964. The 
Citizens Bank was reorganized in 1984 under the name of the First UTestern ~ m k .  I S  

Around 1908, the Rock Island Railroad contracted with the John J. Grier Hotel Company to provide eating 
houses and hotels for Booneville and other stops aIong the line. They constructed two buildings east of the 
depot. One building \.as houri as the J.J. Geier dining room and lunch counter. The other smcture, the 
Globe Hotel, provided lodging for the tmin crews and passengers doing business in the Booneville area. At 
its peak, each day b1.o through passenger trains stopped in Booneville for a twenty-minute meal break. Also, 
two round-trip passenger trains departed Booneville daily, one to Little Rock and the other to El Reno, 
OkIahoma, Tour freight mins ran h u g h  the city per day. The Booneville depot was active twenty-four 
hours a day, receiving and shipping freight and US Mail. It was staffed with agents, telegraphers and cIerks to 
senice tbe passengers and their needs.16 The two-story Globe Hotel was later moved across the tracks to 
First Street. ' ' 
Servicing t he  export capability of the railroad and catering to the needs of its employees and passengers 
created new businesses in Booneville. A large cotton yard was set up at Broadway and First Street. It was 
filled with baIes ready for shipping, processed at one of two new cotton gins. Booneville Ice Company was 
established on Owens Street to probide ice for the railroad. Just to the west, a new establishment began 
manufacturing and bottling soft drinks. Presidential candidate, UTilliams Jennings Bryant w w  one of fie 
many arriving in the t o m  by train. A well-known orator and lecturer of the era, Bryant stopped in 
Booneville to present a speech on September 16,1906. Two years Iater, in September of 1908, the Ringhg 
Brothers Circus atrived by train with 1,280 people, 650 horses, 40 elephants and 19s wild animals to 
entertain the people of BooneviEle with two  performances. l S  

The Rock Island railroad brought a company doctor to Booneville in the early part of the twentieth century. 
His practice vrz in addition to the three other doctors practicing in Booneville at that h e .  Within a few 
years six more doctors had set-up business in the booming town, along with five 

Three hotels, the ArIEagton on Main Street, the Globe, and the Commercial, borh Iocated on First Street 
protided lodging for the influx of daily rail passengers corning into the growing town. By 19 1 1, the 
BooneviEle Power and Light Company and the Boone~ille Telephone Exchange had been established to offer 
residents and visitors the latest modern conveniences. The First Baptist Church organized in 1868, built a 
Iarge brick building on Wrest Main in 1 9 12. A year earlier, the Methodist Episcopal Church moved from the 
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In May, 1908, Arkansas Governor George Donaghey signed a legislation estabIisbing a state tukrculosis 
sanatorium. Funds were not available until the next year when a search was begun to find the best location. 
The site would need at least thousand acres and healthy surrounding. The healthy environment that had ofice 
attracted its original settlers like James Logan and the promise of 973 acres o f  fine land just outside of 
Booneville closed the deal. Construczion soon began on the Arkansas Tuberculosis Sanatorium, and the first 
patient was admitted on August 2, I91 0. The original buildings were wood-fmme structures, including an 
administration building, male and female cottages and a ward building. 

Since Arkansas n7as one of the first southern states to build a public tuberculosis sanatorium, it was quickly 
filled and turning away patients. The state legislature appropriated $15,000 for an additionaI 24 bed hospital. 
Continued construcriort and expansion at the facility lasted into the 1940s.~' 

The ongoing stabitity of the Arkansas Tuberculosis Sanatorium and boom of a railroad town contributed to a 
marked building period for the Main and Broadway area in Booneville's cammercEaI center between 1900 
and 1920. The Great Depression of the 1930s coupled with severe droughts that devastated the crops 
throughout the region and declining fm prices, forced a downturn on the BoonevilIe business comunity. 
Young families began to leave the farms in the area for jobs in the bigger cities. Fewer bales of cotton and 
less produce meant fewer trains stopped in BoonevihIe, Hourever on July 9, 1938, a v q  important train 
canying President Franklin D. Roasecrelt did stop at Booneville. For his only campaign stop in Arkansas, 
President Roosevelt stood on the observation platform at the rear of the kain and gave a speech to four- 
thousand people gathered in Booneville on First Street and Broadway Avenue.'' 

Two years Iater in 1940, Rock Island introduced a new streamliner, the Choctaw Rockt with four stainless 
steel cars pulIed by n diesel powered locomotive. The faster train provided overnight sen-ice befween 
Memphis and Oklahoma City, but only stopped in BoonevilIe for two minutes in the middle of the night,23 
By the 1970s labor problems and mounting debt forced the Rock Island Line into bankruptcy. A federal 
bankruptcy court ordered the railroad shut down, and its assets sold. Even the tracks through Booneville were 
cut up and removed. An era was over, the railroad that had helped form and build Booneville, and its 
downtow for eighty years was gone. Sunday, March 30,1980 at 3: 15, the last train left ~ o o n e v i l l e . ~ ~  

'The 1940s delivered another blow to BoonevilIe? stability. The Arkansas Tuberculosis Sanatorium 
completed its East construction project on the expansive campus in 1941. The facility had become recognized 
world-wide for its success in treating tuberculosis, but it no longer required locaI budding materials or 
construction laborers. With the numkrs  of patients declining due to the use of improved drug therapy, the 
sanatorium was closed in 1973, and the facility was w f e r r e d  to Arkansas Department of Human Services. 
Over its years of operation Arkansas Tuberculosis Sanatorium treated over 70,000 patients and provided a 
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yearly employment for over 300 employees.25 

In the early 1 9 5 0 ~ ~  civic leaders established the Booneville Industrial Development Commission to revitalize 
and stabilize the economy- of the city. Streets throughout the city were paved and piped for natural gas. The 
Ace Comb Company opened a manufacturing plant in 1955. In the following years Baldwin Music, Arkansas 
Krafi Products, Waggoner Brothers and the Simmons Lumber Company opened more manufacturing 

Through the years as mirailroads, institutions, manufactwes, and businesses came and went, the Booneville 
cornunity continued to look forward while maintaining a strong sense of its past. Because of ampk 
planning and design, Arkansas State Highway 10 did not require a loop around downtouv as has happened 
with so many small towm. Booneville's domtown commercial district remains an integral and everyday 
element for  he citizens of Booneville as %*el1 as an accessible and cohesive displa~r of early 1900s 
architecture for all visitors and those just passing by. 

STATEMENT 01: SIGNI3?ICA.NCE 
The Booneville Commercial Historic District is being nominated to the National Register of historic Places 

with local significance under Criterion A for its association with the growth and development of Booneville 
after the town re-incorporated in 1899 no& of the railroad hacks. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The BooneviIle CommerciaI Historic District contains the west one-ha1 f of block T 5 and 16 in the BoonevilIe 
C 0 & M Addition to the City of BooneviZle. 

Boundary ,Tustification 

The Booneville Commercial Historic District includes the most contiguous and intact historic resources in 
Booneville's historic downtown. This built environment documents the commercial development of 
BooneviIle from 1 906 to 1950. The boundaries chosen for the district are determined by the buildings in 
dowmtawn Booneville least altered fiom their original appearance. The boundaries encompass the area that 
was part of Booneville's commercial center and highlights those buildings that portray Booneville's 
commercial development during the first one-half of the twentieth-centuy. 
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