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1. Kame of Property 

historic name M i n e d  Springs Watemorks; 

other nameslsite number H00049 

2. Location 

street gL m b e r  South of W. Runnels a d  S. Hall Intersection not for publication 

city or town Minmt Springs 
- 

1 vicinity 

state Arkansas code AR county Howard code 061 zipcode 71851 

lrgencg Certification 

I A s d a i p a r c d  authority uder the National Hisroric Pmmation Act, ar amendad, I hereby certify that this nomination 
request fmdctcmination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the Nattonal Regmta of Historic - Placm and mmts the procedural and pmfessional requlrernmls set for in 36 CFR Fan 60. In my opinion, lhe property IXj m t a c  

I does rot rwet he Kational Rcgisrercritma. I mommend that this w m v  bc considerad simificanr . .  , 
eet for addtrlonal 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Skte or I;cdcral agcncy and bureau 

En my op~nion, the propmy U rnm [f docs nor med tbe National Rqlsrc: cn te r i~  (0 See Conrinuarion shed for additional 
comments 1 

Signature of cmti Fyrrrg officlalTitle h 

Smfe or Federal agcncy and bumu 

4. National P ~ z k  Service Certification 
I hereby cenify that t h t  pmperry is: S~gmtmrc o f  rhc KELF Date of Action 

mtcred in che tiatiorral Rcaistu. - 
See contiauatioa shm 

dctcrmined etigible lor the 
Kational Rqister. 

Sa: continuation shed 
determind not cli~ible for the - 

National Rqistcr. 
removed from he National 



Mineral Spring Waterworks 
Namc of Pmpcny 

Howard County, Arkansas 
County and State 

5.  Classification 

mership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
, - ~ e c k  ar many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not ~nclude prwiously listcd rcsourcs m count) 

private 

public-local 
0 buiIdingCs) 

dismct 

17 site 
structure 

object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 'buiidings 

sites 

1 structures 

objects 
2 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number af Contributing resources prwionslp listed 
(hter'W!A" ifpropaty is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the Yational Register 

"An Ambition to Be Prefmd: New Deal Recovery Efforts 
and Architecture in Arkansas, 1933-1 943" 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Clarrent Functions 
(Enter categorim fmm imtmFtions) (Enter categories from instructions) 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification Materials 
(Enrercatepris frmn ~nslnactlonr) (Enta catcgorics from instmciom) 

Other: Plaiflraditional foundation CONCRETE 

walls METAL 

roof METAL 

Narrative Dmeription 
(Describe the historic and current condition ofthe pmpaty on om or more continuation sheds.) 



# 
Name o i  P r o m  

Howard County, Arkansas 
County and State 

-. 

8. Statement of Significance 

' plicable National Register Criteria Levels of Significance (M, state, national) 
,,ark "x" In onc or mn: hxes for the cntma qualifying the p- ]ma1 
for National Register listing.) 

A Property is associated with events that haw made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of Areas of Significance (Enta cs1rcgorits fmm h m h )  
our history. Engineem 

Politics and Government 
B Property is associated with the lives of pmons 
significant in our past. 

C Propercy embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, pwiod, or method of construction or 
represents the wurk of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose campon~nts lack Period of Significance 
individual distinction 1936 -1957 

D Property has yleldtd, ar is likeIy to yield. 
information important in prehistoiy or history. 

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates 
(Mark 'k" in all the b x e s  that apply.) 1936 -1957 
Propercy is: 
l-1 A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purpses. 
Significant Person (Complae if Criterion B is markad) 

B. removed fiom its original Socation. 

C. birthplace or grave of a hiaorfcal figure of outstanding 
importance, Cultural Amliation (CompEae if Critmion D i s  marked) 

1 D a cemetery, 

E a reconstructed building, object, or sfrucfure. 

F a commemorative property 
ArchitectlEpilder 

G less than 50 years of age or acheved significance Pittsburgh Des Moines Steel CompanyffWA 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(bptain the sigmificanceofrhe property on one or more continuatic¶ sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliopraphical References 

Bibliography 
{Cite thc books, articles. and othu sources 4 in pqer ing  th is  form on one or mom continuation $ha&) 

Previous documentation on fdc (YF'S): Primary location of additional data: 
preliminary determination of individuaI listing (36 State Hiaoric Presenpation Ofice 
CFR 67) has been requeted Other State Agency 

previously listed in the National Register Federal Agency 
, ' -I Previously determined eligible by the Nntimd Local Government 

Register University 
designated a National Historic Landmark a Other 
recorded by Historic American Buildings S m y  Name of repository: 
# 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 



Mineral Springs Waterworks 
Name of P r o m  

Howard County, Arkansas 
County and State 

10. Ckopaphical Data 

e of Property Less tban one 

UTM References 
[Place a d d i t i d  UTM relerencs on a continuation she.) 

I 15 414777 3748480 
Zone Eashng Nonhing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
( D e s c n i  the bwndancs wf thc prapmty on a conrirmation sbea)  

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the hundanes w a t  sclectd on a continuation sheet.) 

3 
Zone bstinp Northing 

11. Form Prepared Ry 

mettit le  Joanna Hall. National Reeister Historian 
oreanization Arkansas Historic Preservation P r o e m  date 1/22/07 

street & number 1500 Tower Building 323 Center St. telephone (501) 324-9789 

city or town Linle Rock state AR zip code 722 1 1 

Additional Documentation 
bm~:  thc f~i lowing I t e m  wirh the cmnplctod form: 

c: ontinnation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for hstoric districts and properties having large acreage or m e n ) u s  resources. 

Photographs 

Reptesentative black and white photographs of the proptrty. 

Additional items 
(Chnk with the SKPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

Properly O~rller 
(('ornplde th15 item at rhe m e s t  of SHPO or FPO.) 

name 

street & number teIephone 

city or town state zip cade 

Paperwork Redudon Acl Stattment: This informath is being collected fwapglielilions to the National Rcgisterof Hirtwic Places w ~rninate propertics for 
lining or d e t h n c  eligibility for Eist~ng. to list propdes, and to amend exist~ng listing. Rspanse to this rcqnm is q u i d  ro obtain a h d t  in accordance 
nfth h National Historic Pmerwation Act, as meodd (16 U.S C. 470 etseq.) 

I mated Burden Stat~C!nf:  Public teporting barden fw this fwm is estimated to avemgc 18.1 hours pa response including t h e  for miming  immsiom, 
~qhering and maintaming data, and completing and rwiewing rht fom. brect m e m s  reganling this bwden estimate or any aspect d this form fn h e  Chief, 
Adrn~nCsuar~vc Sav ics  Division, National Park Sewice, P. 0 Box 37'127. Wash~ngton, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Managanent am! Budget, P a m  
Rductions Pmjats ( lU24-001 S), Washington, DC 20303, 
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ELABORATTON 
The Mineral Springs Waterworks is located west of Mineral Springs, Howard County, Arkansas. The 
Minaal Springs Waterworks facility includes a steel-framed water tower that was built in 1936 by the 
Pittsbur@ and Des Moines Steel Company with assistance from the Public Works Administration and an 
equipment shed built circa 1955. 

SUMMARY 
The s t e e l - b e d  water tower of the Mineral Springs Watenvorks stands high above the ground over the 
town of Mineral Springs. The water tower consists of a tank that rests upon four metal legs that rise upwards 
to the base of the tank. Metal cross pieces are inserted between the legs to provide additional support. 
Centered at the base of the tank, a metal pipe runs upwards from the pound, carrying water from the ground 

the tank. 

A circular metal plaque erected at the base of the southeast leg certifies that the tower was built in 1936 by 
the Pittsburgh and Des Moines Steel Company. The tank of the tower is bowl-shaped and is encompassed by 
a circular walk way a few feet above the base of the tank. The top of the water tank is covered in a conical 
metal roof. 

The Mineral Springs water tower is painted in brilliant green. The town's name " M I h ' E W  SPRINGS" is 
painted in yellow lettering above the town's mascot "HORNETS" which is aIso painted in yellow lettering 
on the east and west walls of the tank. 

Located a few feet southwest from the tower, the equipment shed is also included with the wataworks. 
Constructed circa 1955, this rectangular shed is constmctsd out of concrete block and rests on a continuous 
foundation. There are two doors: one on the east facade and one on the north fapde. The south facade 
features a small window. An asbestos roof covers the one-story building. The walls of the shed are painted 
green to match the color of the water tower. A chain link fence is built around the water tower and the 
equipment shed. Although the equipment shed was constmcted after the water tower, it falls within the 
period of significance of the Mineral Springs Waterworks; thus, it is contributing. 

INTEGRITY 
The Minml  Springs Waterworks appears as it did in the 1930s. It stands northeast of the location that was 
-we  used as the old town public square. Although the equipment shed was constructed added circa 1955, the 

I 
.er tower is original to the Mineral Springs Waterworks, 
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SUMMARY 
The Mineral Springs Waterworks is being nominated to the National Regism of Historic Places with 1-1 
significance under Criterion A for its association with the PubIic Works Administration activities in 
Mineral Springs, Howard County, Arkansas. Also, it is being nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion C for its unique 1930s waterworks construction. The Mineral Springs Waterworks is 
being submitted under the multiple property listing "An Ambition to Be Preferred: New Deal Recovery 
Efforts arid Architecture in Arkansas, 1 933-1 943 ." 

ELABORATION 
The region that would later become Howard County was first inhabitedl by hunters, gatherers, and nomadic 
tribes. Located near the Red Rivet, the area was also home to the Caddo Sative Americans. European 
accounts from early explorers in the 1 6 ' b d  1 7 ' ~  centuries show the sophisticated organization of this tribe 

;ich occupied the Red River Valley region. The Caddo were recognized by their excelIent ski1 E s in deer 
hunting in this forest area. One of the trees of the area, bois d'arc, was named by the Europeans in honor of 
the Caddo's bow making skills. When the French and Spanish entered the area, they were assisted by the 
Cnddo. The Caddo became a liaison between the Europeans and Native American tribes. But the Caddo were 
forced to move further west with the other Native Americans and disappeared from the area by 1855. ' 
During Arkansas's territorial y m  181 9-1 836, the only public road, the Southwest Trail provided ground 
access across the tetritory, starting at the Mississippi Sver, across a comer of southeast, Missouri and 300 
m i l a  to the town of FuIton, Arkansas, on the Red River. After the Louisiana Purchase, Congress 
appropriated hnds for the clearing of the road, which was re-named the Congress or National Road. The 
name changed once more to the Military Road, when President Jackson ordered MiIi tary troops to widen the 
road to sixty one feet. This passage gave rise to the steamboat landing in FuIton, and was used by people 
headed west to Texas. The area that later became H O W  County was a distance from this road; thus, 
settlement in this portion of southwest Arkansas was slower than the rest of that region2 

In was not until I873 that Howard County was founded and named after the Arkansas Senator fim that area, 
James Howard. The County famed &om parts of Hempstead, Pike, Polk, and Sevier counties? Prior to this 
time, the e d y  settlement of Mineral Springs stood within Hempstead County. The earliest known settler in 
Mineral Springs was CokeEy Williams. In 1 840, he arrived at the springs, near the Hempstead and Sevier 
county Iine. In 1842, Williams established a post office that he called Saline, just east of that line. Samuel 
Morm was postmaster. In 1843 the post office was discontinued but was re-established by Williams in 

4-3.4 

' Howard County Heritage Club, Howard County Heritage (Dallas, TX: Taylor Publishing Co., 1988),5. 
Ibid.,7 

3 Biographical and Historice! Memoirs of Southern Arkansas, (Chcago: The Godspeed Publishing Co., I!390), 240. 
Howard County Heritage Club, Howard County Heritage, 69. 
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Rev. Wesley opened the first store in this area in 1 850, and he called the settlement Greenville, The town 
grew, and schools and churches were organized. Most early families were farmers; however, growth 
remained slow until after the Civil War. The town was revived when Joe Holcomb a prominent merchant, 
moved to town in 1867 and called it Mineral Springs. The town was incorporated in 1879. Between the years 
of 1 868-1 874 the town thrived because of its rich productive f a d a n d .  Famess would travel to Fulton or 
Hope to sell their goods. However, the growth rapidly declined mainly because of the construction of the 
Arkansas Louisiana RaiIroad from Hope to Nashville, Arkansas, in 1884. A mass exodus of people moved to 
locate near the railmad in Nashville. By 1890, the town of Mineral Springs had a population of 250, and in 
1892 the population was only 100 people.5 

Despite the decline in population, the town of Mineral Springs continued to attract visiton because of the 
wealth of its natural resources and the springs. Citizens believed that the springs contained pure water that 

-9uld heal the sick. The Biographical Memoirs of Southern Arkansas credits Mineral S rings' popularity to 
t? 

2 "healthhlness" of the springs and the school, which was in "flourishing condition." The numerous 
schools in the town made Mineral Springs an education center for the area. Even before the county was 
established in 1874, the Jones Methodist School and the Hayes Academy boarding school were established. 
By 1890 the Mineral Springs School and South Arkansas College were foundedm7 

Yet, many people believed that a form of transportation was necessary to revive the town. In 1907, the Brown 
Henderson Improvement Company introduced a new rail Tine that ran from Nashville to Ashdown, Arkansas, 
where it linked with the Kansas City Southern Railroad. In addition to serving the lumber company this line 
promoted settlement in the communities adjacent to the line. This line made a stop in Mineral Springs. 
Cotton farming flourished due to this new tine.R The business loeation of the town shifted i ts center fiorn 
what was referred to as old town to its present location. Prominent b u s i n m a  included Sam Dillards' Cotton 
Gin, Wolff s Drug Store, Kents, T. J, Dillards, Bank of Mineral Springs, Dickinson Brothers, and the 
Mineral Springs Hardware Co. Dr. Wolfe was given a franchise for electric lights for the town. Within the 
following five years, the town es tabIished a public watering place. An artesian well was drilled between the 
Hardware and Drug Store. The constant water flow often created a bog in the dirt street. 

En the 1930s, the infrastructure of the town was improved, and a new water system was installed. By this time 
the coHon indusw, similar to the population, was on a downward slope. Facing hardships of the Depression, 
the town sought aid From the Federal Government. Mineral Springs received a total of S34,44$.00 in funds 
from the Public Works Administration. 

. - 

Ibid. 
Biographical and Hisrorica! Memoirs of Southern Arkansas, 243. 
' Howard County Heritage Club, ffowmd Cotrnry Heritup, 73. 
a Howard County Heritage Club, H&uv of Ho ward Counp, Arhnsos ( Nashville, Howard County Heritage Club., 

1973), 30. 
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This amount exceeded the estimated cost of the project which was $34,379.9 In 1936, the project was 
finished with a deep well drilled and water tower built on the northeast corner of the public square in old 
town. There were no chemicals added to the water except for the minimurn required amounts of chlorine. In 
addition to the improved water system, the town benefited from several New Deal projects including the 
paving of roads, the constrvction of a new w a s i u m  for the dementary school, a new library, and two 
canning kitchens. Even though the town" population suffered from the Depression, the community worked 
togetha to improve the condj tions of Mineral Springs. 10 

A new water well was drilled in 1985; however, the original water tower still stands. The Mineral Springs 
Watmorks remains in operation for the town of Mineral Springs. It is a reminder of the community's 
progress and the Public Works Administration" aid during the 1930s. 

.'ATEMENT OF SIGNFICAYCE 
The M i n d  Springs W a t m r k s  is being nominated to the National Register o f  Historic Places with local 
significance under Criterion A for its association with the Public Works Administration activities in 
Mineral Springs, Howard County, Arkansas. Also, it is being nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion 6: for its unique 1930s waterworks construction. The Mineral Springs Waterworks is 
being submitted under the multiple property listing "An Ambition to Be Prefmed: New Deal Recovery 
Efforts and Architecture in Arkansas, 1 933-1 943." 

P Information on Public Works Adrnhstration VWA) funding found in the files of the Arkansas Historic Preservation 
Program. 

" Howard County Heritage Chb, History of Howard County, Arhsos,  3 1. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
From the road intersection of W. Runnels a d  S. Hall proceed twenty yards, south, west, north, and east 
arriving at the initial point. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
The boundary includes all of the land historically associated with the Mineral Springs Watenirorks. 






