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historic name Army & N a w  General Hospital fitorlc District 

other namslsite number Hot Springs Rehabilitation Center 

street & number 105,200,417,421. & 425 Resem Street C] not for publication 

ci ty  or town Hot Springs v i c h t y  

state Arkansas - c d e  AR county Garland code 051 zip code 71901 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

In my op~nfon. the property rnm does not meet the National Regstercritrna (0 See Conriauation sheer for additional 
comments ) 

Signature of certifying o f i c i d T i t l t  Date 

State or Federal agency and burcau 

- 

As thedesignated authorip under rht National Historic Preservation Act, ar ammdad, I hmby certify that this mminadon a 
rcqum for detcrminat~~n of eliyrbility meers the dncumentation standards for registering propedia in the N a ~ o n a l  Reg~sra of Hir:oric 
Places and meas thcprrrcadunl and profsionai rcquxernm& set far in 36 CFR Pafl60. In my opinion, the property [XI meets 0 
does not mea the Saional Register criteria. I rccomrnend that this properry be consided significant 

for additional co 

4. NationaI Park Service Certification 
I hsrehy ccnify that rhc pmpeny IS Sigm.rure cb the  K q e r  Date of  Action 

entered In the biat~onal Rester. 
See eonrinuarion shed 

d a m i d  cligtble for the 
NationaI Regurer. 

See mtinuatiion sheet 
a d e t m i n d  not eligible forthe 

Natronal Regis:er, 
m v e d  fmm ~ h c  h'arimml 

I 

Register. 

Arkansas Hlstoric Presesvation Program 
State or Fderal agm:y ard burmu 

other, (explain:) 



- S I ~ I ?  dud ~ k a v y  clenzra~ nosyitai niston: UrsLxt Garland Cousry, iZrksnsas 
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5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Propew 
(Check as many bourn m apply) (Cbeck nnly one b x j  (Do not include pmiously listed mources in, count ) 

private 

public-local 
a public-State 

[7 pubIic-Federal 

site 

strucmre 

object 

Contributing Yoncontributing 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Same of related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Enter ?L:'h" I<  property is not part of a muluple p r o m  listing.) in the Yadonal Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Entercategories from instructions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

HEALTFT CARE: h o s ~ i a l  

DOMESTIC: instirurional housing 

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling 

HEALTH CARE: hospital 

DOMESTIC: institutional housing 

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling 

EDUCATION: school 

Architectural Classification 
(Enta catqones from ~mtructions) 

L4TE 1 grn AND EARLY 2 0 ~  C E N T U W  RMVALS:  
Miss~mSpnish Colonial Rwival. French Colonial 

L4TE 19~'' ASD E A R L Y ~ O ~ ~  CENTURY AMERKIAN 
MOM.WENE!Commercial Style. Craftsman 

Materials 
(Entercategories t k r n  imstructiom) 

foundation Can ~ W ~ H C  brick 

Eric k, terra cota, wood, concme. metal. 

fmf other. q h a l l  w d ,  concme 

o iher 

Narrative Description 
(Describe !he h~stonc and current condition of the pmpmy on one or more continuation sheets.) 

SEE COBTINUAT103 SHEETS SECTIOK 7 



m y  ana .Yay, ?--enera Hnspilzl H l ~ t o n i  Distnct Garland Counr).. Arkansas 

X ame of Property Counp and S [ate 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria Levels ef Significance ( I ~ a l ,  stare, national) 
(Mark "x" in ant or more bore, for the mteria quabfvlng the propmty NA'FIONAL, 
for National Regsrm listing.) 

- 
A Property is associaml with events that have made 

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our histosy. 

B Property is assmiated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characferistics 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

HEALTtE'hlEDICJST 
ARCPIITECTLTE 
EDUCATION 

of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represenrs the work of a master, or possesses 
hgh artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is llkely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
{Mark "x" in all the b o x a  that apply.) 

Property is: 
Q A owned by a religious institution or wed for 

re1 igious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. 

D a cemetery. 

17 E a reconstructed building. object, or structure. 

F a comemorative property 

G less than 50 years of age or achimed significance 
within the aast 50 vears. 

Period of Significance 
1873-1956 

Significant Dates 
Construction: 1908; 19 IS; 1430-36 
Historv: 1877-1956: 1939-1914: 1913: 1943-44 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is markad) 
h;'a 

Cultural Amlintion (Corttplete if Criterion D is m r k d )  
N j A 

Narrative Staternen t of Significance 
[Explain the sign~ficance of the property on one or morecontinwtion shects.) 

SEE COIYTnTUATlON SFEEETS SECTION 8 

9. hlaior Eibiio~ranhical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite thc books. articles, and other wurces used in preparing this $ o m  on one or morecontinuaiion shmxs.) 

SEE CONTIXG,9TEON SHEETS SECTION 9 

Previous documentation on file (FPS): 
preliminary determination of individual kting (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

previously listed in the National Register 
Previously determined eligible by the National 
Register 

desrgnated a National Historic Landmark 
T recorded by Historic American Buildings Sunfey 

f 
recoded by Historic American Engineering 

Primat?; location of additional data: 
State Historic P m ' i l t i o n  Ofice 
Other State Agency (.khnsas Rehabilitation Services) 
Federal Agency 

[7 Local Government (City of Hot Springs) 
[XI University (Library, University of Arkansas - Fayetteville) 

Other (Hot Springs Historical Museum) 
Kame of repository: 

Record i! 



A r m y  and Na-r. General Hospital Historic Dlaricr 

Same oEPropcq 
Gar!and County. ,rcrkansas 
Co?mry a d  State 

- .  

10. &!?ra~hicai Data 

Acreage of Property Approximately 10 acres 

' ;TJl References 
,?lace addltiona! U D l  refmncs on a continuation sheet.) 

1 15 495120 38 19200 
Zone m~ng Konh~r.! 

3 IS 495779 3819130 
Zone Easting Nod-.i>g 

4 15 495490 3 8 19020 

See continuation shea 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Dwrik  the boundaries ofthe propem an a continudon shea)  

SEE COlrTI3UATIOY SHEET SECTION 10 

Baendary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries wcre selected on a continuation sheet-) 

SEE CONTl3'UATION SHEET SECTIOX 10 

11. Form Prepared By 

namdt i t le Ron Lutz (CLG consulrant) and Kara Oosterhous {Heritage Resource Consultant) 

organization For the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 6/10!05(resubmitted12i12106) 

street &number 1500 Tower Burlding, 323 Center St. telephone 50 1.324.91 54 

city or town Little Rock state AR zip code 722131 

Additional Documentation 
bm~t  1hc i l ' o * i n z  Ittjns WII 1 t;lecompleted Torn 

Continuation Sheets 
Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) inhcating the propery's location 
A Sketch map for historic districrs and properties having large acreage or numerous resource. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photograph of the property. 

Additional items 
[Check with the 5 W O  or FPO for any additional items.) 

Property Owner 
iCnn?!flc th~q Item at h e  quest nf SHPO or D O  ) 

name 

street & number telephone 

city or t o m  state zip code 

Paperwork Raductiou Act Statement: This information is being collected fwappl~cnllons m the National Register o f  Historic Places to nomirrate p r o p d m  for 
listing o r d e t m n e  eligibility for listing, to list propenies, and to amend exisbne listing. Rqmnse tn this requesr 1s requircd to obrain a benefit in accordance 
with the h ' a t i m l  Historic Prc~nrarion Act. as a m a d d  (16 U.S C. 470 el seq.) 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this farm IS &mated to avcrapc 18.1 hour3 per q m n s e  including time for reviewing instructions, 
gathering and maintainlag data, and completing and rw~ovlng the fom. D i m  comments regding this burden istimate or any arpect of this form SO the Chcf, 
Admlnistrarivc Seruicu Division, National Park Service. P. 0. Bo?c 37127, M7ashington, DC 20013-7 127; and the Ofice of Management and Budget, Papmwork 
Redwctlnns Projects (1024-001R). Washingon, DC 20203. 



A m y  and Navy General Hospital Historic Dfsuict Garland County, Arkansas 
Name of Propcp Ccrusry anc S'm 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Sm-ice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 10 Page 1 

PTM REFEREIL'CES (Continued) 
5 15 495490E 1 38 18970N 
6 15 495300E:3818420K 
7 15 49533QE 1 38 1 883074 
8 15 495250E i 38 18800N 
9 15 495220E 1 38 18900N 
10 15 495 I30E !' 38 IS900Y 

BOL>*DARY DESCRTITTOF; 
Ths nomination seeks to create a new hlstori~ distric~ containing approximately 10 acres hown as the h y  and Navy Gmeral 
Wospiml Historic District. The district, is located in "Unplatted Hot Springs," the Southwest V of Section 33, Tewnshp 2 South, 
and Range 19 Wect, the tax parcel number assigned to this prom is parcel 500503000003 and rhe property ID number is 
50967. Enclosed is a map probided by the assessor> office at a scale of 1 "  300 feet (a map drawn to 1" =ZOO was not available). 

The district is basically a peninsula (with the exception of 200 Resem Street), surrounded by Hot Springs National Park m three 
sides; portim of the park lie to the north, east and uRest of the district boundaries. Reserve Street m s  parallel to the southern 
boundary; Vickery Road runs parallel to the western boundary; and ponions of Gandy Road, a fire lane, and Grover Avenue mn 
parallel to the nanhem boundary: while secrions of Fisher Road and Taylor Rmd pun parallel to the eastern boundarq: However, 
none of these roads, with the exception of Resenre S tree1 mark the actuaI boundary line, thus m a h g  the boundary difflmlt to 
describe in narrmtir~ form. GenerzPIy speaking, the district lies east ofcentral Avenue: south of Hot Springs Mountain Road, north 
of Reserve S'treet, includmg one block immediately south of Resenre uish Cottage Street, Spring Sweet and Pleasant Street as the 
western, southem. and eastem borders of that block mpectively. 

BOUNDARY JtrSTIFLCATLON 
The boundary select4 is determined by the gemgapby of the lmd upon whlch the Army and Navy General Hospital Historic 
Distnct sits, as well as [he Iand o~ned  by the Hot Springs Rehabilitation Center that was originally associated with the A r m y  and 
Navy General Hospital and supporting buildings. The buildings in this nomination are all currently owned and operated by the Hot 
Springs Rehabilitation Center: whose official address is 105 Reserve Avenue. The entire propeq is gated and secured as one unit 
with h e  exception o f  the bullding at 200 Reserrre. That building occupies an entire black immediately to the south acmss Reserve 
Avenue. It is aka a fenced and secured propeny. This is the block immediately to the east of the U.S. Post Office on which the 
Easman Hotel previously sat. When the Easunan Hotel was still standtng, i t  had heen u ~ t d  as an annex to the A m y  and Navy 
General Haspital, but when h e  Post Ofice was built, the amenhip of the land transferred to the Post Office and is no longer part 
of HSRC propeny. Only the black of 200 Reserve Avenue is now part of Center property. As stated above, the district is a 
peninsula (with the exceprion of 2Q0 Reserve Street). surrounded by the Hot Springs National Park to the north, east and west. The 
boundary contains approximately 10 acres of what remains of the origid land set aside by the Army and N a y  for the orighal 
hospital complex, as well as any other additions or land cessions that may have been made to the property throughout the years. 
The boundary contains a cohesive graup of 3 1 buildings that possess integrity and support and convey h e  significance of tbe m y  
and Naty General Hospital, which serves as the focal paint of the entire district. 



Army and Navy Geneml Hospital Historic District 
Namc of Pmpcny 
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Garland County, .4rkansas 
Counry and State 

SUMMARY 
In 1882, Dr. A. S.  G m t t  and Colonel S. L Fordyce hosted a party for Illinois Senator John A Logan. Garnett and Fordyce 
convinced Logan to spearhead an effort to establish an Army and Navy General I-Tospital at Hot Springs, Arkansas. Mer 
returning to Washington D.C., Logan p p o &  an amendment to the Army Appropriation Bill for the fiscal year 18'82: providing 
$100,000.00 for the consmtion of an Army and K a w  Hospital at Hot Springs. Arkansas. On 20 May 1 &86, President Gror.er 
Cleveland signed the executive order establishing the Army and Navy General Hospital. 

The Army and Navy General Hospital Historic District is situated on the southern slope of Hot Springs Mountain and immediately 
east of Bathhouse Row which lines the east side of Cenrral Avenue. The northem boundary is Iined with many varieties of 
naturally occurring trees common to this a m .  The majority of the southem border ~s Reserve Street, On he 10 acres there is a 
mixture af styles and age of buildings, mcluding the Spanish Rewval style ofthe m m  mam buildings, h e  hospital which is a six 
stov l;ellow bnck smcture and the Army Nurses Quarters which is a h a e  story structure of sirdar wnsmction. Both buildings 
were built in 1933. There are also French Colonial influenced brick a p m e n s  for staff built in the 1920s and several duplex units 
for hospital staff. Late 19" and Early 2oh Century commercial style buildings and wooden barracks uith Traditional, Colonial, and 
Craftsman influence are also a major part of the building plan. The three most recent buildings were built in 1974 and are of an 
IndustriaLICommercial style of reinforced concrete. All buildings are located in a park-like setting with connecting walkways, 

; concrete streets and a rnultitde ofconcrrte and stme retaining walls. Most of the buildings in good shape and all are In use for one 
purpose or another. Many of the buildings are currently used for storage. In addition, Building 2 (G.40363) was a bowIing alIey, 
and later the Non-Commisiioned Officers building, and the lanes and manual pinsetters are still intact and operable. After many 
years of senrice 10 military patients, the faciIiv, under the probability of closing was converted into the facility that it is today, tk 
Hot Springs Rehablhtation Center. 

The following f i s t  set of numbers 1 through 3 1 designate the location on the map of building and resource numbers. The second 
number (example: B u i l b g  $57) refers to the buildlng idenrificarion number h r n  the Hat Springs Rehabilitation Center building 
and grounds map dated 1990, 

#1 Buildinp #57 GA0362 c.1930 IC) 
This two story wooden structure lies at the eastern tip of the property. It is built on a tall poured concrete foundation with a large 
concrete porch toward the west end of the bu~ldlng on the south side. I t  has steps on each side of the porch and there are two envy 
doors. There Is a wide hip-style eave wth exposed rafters around the entire perimeter of the building at each cornice and the roof 
is gabled with a small centrally located gable monitor. A large bumssed conme retaining wall surrounds most of the building as 
does a concrete drive and sidewalk. The structure has equaIly-spaced double-hung windous -4th eight-wer-eight lights and 
wooden meens over each window. 

#2 Buildin9 ff58 GA0363 c.1935 IC) 
This building 1s a whits two srory gable front spucture with weatherboard siding built on a tall concrete foundation to accommodate 
the slope of h e  land. It  was originally built as an 8-lane bowling alley, and the equipment and lanes are still in very g o d  condition 
although the building now serves as overflo~v storage. The side windows are symmetrically placed with paired sir-ovw-six double- 
hung windows and a single window of same style k t w i m  each pair. The three side windows on the nest portion of the building 
are set slightly higher than the others indicating a higher internal floor. Each uindow and door has a wooden shed-svle awning 
above. The south side porch is a metal platfmn with balustrade and meral steps off each side. There is an elaborate series of 
taraced concrete steps, ramp and stone retaining wall at the east entry and along the southem elevation of the building. The stone 
-etaking wall also has a double bay p a g e  structure built Into it with the roof being covered with the continuous slope of grass. 
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#3 Building #59 GA0364 c.1935 IC) 
This building IS currently used for storage and is in reasonably good shape. It is a single story gable front smcture originally on 
concrete pters. Each end has a centrally located set of double wooden entry doors with a window on each side, T'here is a gable 
momtor slightly more toward the eastern porlion of the building. The siding is a combinarion of weatherboard and novelry siding. 
Equally spaced double-hung six-ovm-six windows are located both sides m the eastern M o f  the structure. Wooden shed 
awnings cover the end window and front doorway and there is a single doom-ay an the south west side of the budding. The 
ancillary strarcme is a faus bay sod roof garage unit built into the hillside with a large stone retaining wall on each side of it.  

iW B u i l d h ~  # 55 G-40365 c. 1974 
This is one of three builhngs on this property o f  similar style and construction, It was built around 1974 and is used for cIassroom 
and worhhop areas Both front and rear entrances are recessed with sliding glass automated doors wib the front enrrance being 
halfway below grade. The rear entrances are on two levels with the upger ones connected to the northern slope by an elevated 
concEte walkway. The buildiog itseif ts a modem industrial commercial building of  reinforced concrete wl!s that have vertical 
concrete fins equally spaced around the entire perimeter of the structure. The roof is flat with rolled asphalt and tar buildup. There 
is a metal rollup door at the east end of the building and concrete drive and wiilkwaqs all around. There is alsa a Iarge concrete 
retaining wall along the north side of the bullding. 

#S build in^ t: 54 GA0366 c.1974 flq 
This is the wcond of ihree similar bulldings fmished in 1974. It also has reinforced concsete walls, protiudingvertical concrete 
ribs equally spaced and has an elevated walkway supported by lm-e concrete piers connectingthe upptr doors on the north side of 
the building. %re is a rollup metal door at the east end of the bullding and a much larger one with small dock entrance at the west 
end of Ihe building. The front of the building has a re~essed automated sliding glass entrance which is partially below grade on the 
south side. The roof is flat with rolled asphalt and tar buildup and has a concrete overhang that is sagging slightly in the middle on 
the north side. It is designated to be bid out for repair estimates. The building currently houses cIassrwrns and work areas. 

#6 Building $52 GA0367 c.1935 IC1 
Building number 52 is a long gable front single story strucrure with a small gable monitor towards the west end. At the front 
entrance, the gable roof ransitions smoothly into a hip style overhang that n m s  around the entire circumference of the building. 
The rafiers are exposed and the bullding has a Craftsman influence. The front double doors are cwlrally located with a concrete 
access ramp and have a double-bung six-over-six window on each side. The same style window i s  evident on both the north and 
south elevations ofthe building, the major df femce  being that he majority of them are in pairs. There are two small additions, 
one on the south side somewhat centrally located and a small gable projection at the northwest corner. The ancillary stmcture is a 
four-bay g m g e  unit built into the hillside and bordered by a stone retaining wall. The 1990 propwtymap prduced by the 
Rehabilitation Center lists this as a storm shel~es. 

This smcturc is a wooden frame unit with a red hie hip style roof. Ir is built on a slope over apolrred concrete foundation. Three 
walls are of horizontal board siding on the ends and south side, wWe the north side has five large side-hinged double wooden 
doors that span the entire length. This was probably used as a repair shop or can-iage house originally, and now is probably used 
for storage. 

8 Buildinp #38 GA0369 ~ 1 9 3 5  (C) 
"hs is thc maintenance storage budding. It 1s a frame, one story, long rectangular smcture that has nibed metal covering the 

driginal siding which nras most likely weatherboard. 11 sits on a slope over a poured concrete foundation md has a single door 
cntrance on each end nith a four-over-four double-hung window beside it and a metal shed awning over the doors. There are four 
large sliding garage doors suspended from overhead the tracks and a rearward sloping flat roof which is covered with ribbed metal. 
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Next to the building i s  a large metal chimney that sits on a concrete pad. This is on the nod? side of a concrete foundation that 
appears to have been pari of a large ~ o d  or coal fired furnace system. 

#9 BniIding #S3 6.40370 c.1974 (NC) 
This structure 1s a v e p  large and made of reinforced concrete. It has a single metal door near center on tbt north or fiont side of 
the building. There are four large overhead doors on the west side o f h s  and three large orehead doors on she east side of the 
main entrance. The building has large venical concrete fins from ground to roofline on the three remaining sides. The roof js flat 
with concrete overhang and a built up tar surface. It was built in 1974 and is currently used as a body and fender shop. It w-as 
apparently built over an earlier site because an old brick foundation can be seen near center at the rear of h s  building. 

#I0 Building PI6 GA0371 c. 1962 IC) 
T h ~ s  building ic a one and a half story brow bnck building with full basement. The main level has entrances on the north side on 
h e  upper siope. I t  has end parapets on the gable roof ~n the French Colonial style and two hip roof dormers on each side of rhe 
composite shingIed roof. The majority of the windows ate of the large ~ndustrial metal-frame awning-style with most af hem 
having ten hghts per horizontal row. The east end Iorver let21 has centrally located double wooden doors with nine lights in each. 
It is accessed by a concrete ramp. The 0 t h  end of the building has an overhead garage door in the south corner and a large 
concrete retaining wall from the center northward. On top of this is a small utility type shed. There is also an upper door and a 
metal porch with a raised metal walkway which reaches over to the higher portion of the ground on the north side Tfie north side 
of the building also has a concrete ramp near h e  east end that services a double bay entrance door ~ h c h  also has a large shed style 
roof. The end waplts have concrete coping. There are classrooms on all floors. 

#It Building #12 G A  0372 c.1960 ICI 
Thrs brown brick bullding is two stories high w11h French Colonial style end parapets which have concrete coping. It is of the same 
industrial~commercial style as the building immediately east of it (GA0371). This structure also has the very large industrial multi- 
pane awnins-style v;indows in metal frames. There is a concrete parch and double door entrance at the northeast corner along with 
an extended concrete dock with a utilip shed and concrete steps running down to the lower level. A lwge brick chimney is seen 
on the south elevauon of the building and &he west end has a large irreguIar-shaped mncrete dock that bwects the end prome. The 
dock services a large set of double doors with a wooden shed awning overhead. In addition to the utility shed this building has two 
s d l e r  ancillary structures both of which are built into the hillslde and use the concrete remining wall as slrucmral elements. One 
is a shed- like structure of concrete, with wooden doors and flat roof sligh~ly above the top of the retaining wall. The other is a 
small gable-roof building that has as its south foundation rhe retaining wall. It is aIso built into tbe upper slope and the ground is at 
roofline on the north side. The building was and 1s w e d  for laundry and is currently also used for claqsroom. 

#12 Buildinv #34 417 Reserve GA0373 c.1952 IC) 
4 17 Reserve is a brown br~ck duplex, side-gablcd uith a large centered gable projection extending to the rear. It was b d t  for staff 
housing, is m very good cond~rion and serves the same purpose today. The bui ldq  is mostly traditional but udth some Adam 
influence .4?1 dwrs and windows have round arch h o d s  with three row of end c o r n  bricks set veflically and stme sills. The 
windows are simple wooden one-over-one, double-hung units and adorn the building in a very symmetrical fashon The central 
brick parch with steps on each side leads to lthe two matn entrances to the building, and a wooden shed canopy covers the porch. A 
small wraparound addition with a flat roof is at each of the rear comers, although there i s  no documentation to determine if h e  
were originaI or added later. Behind the unit across the concrete drive is a fiw-bay brick garase ulh gabled roof. It is tbe 
ancillary stmchue and is used by thrs uait and the two duplexes directly to the east of his one. 
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fft3 Building #36 421 Reserve G.40374 ~ 1 9 3 3  K(C1 
42 1 Reserve ts tdcnt~cal to the julldlng lo the east. It is a rncldern mu and a half story mixed tone yellow brick structure with a 
medim pitch, side-gable roof that has four gabled dormers at the front elevation and a large shed dormer that spans the width of 
the roof. Two centrally located front doors. one for each unit, have small gable roofs. Tht first level in back is built into the 
hillside, so consequently ground level in back starts at the second floor. All windom are  den six-over-six double-buns, mirh 
six equally- spaced windows on the front of the second story and one smaller window and a door near each end in the back for each 
of the two units. A concrete wall runs along the back edge of the building with steps leading doum to the front at each side There 
is a common front lawn that has a decorative wrought iron fence the entire length of the Center's property along Reserve Street 
The duplex urn and is currently use for staff housing. 

#I4 Building #37 425 Reserve GA 0375 c.1933 IC1 
425 Reserve 1s the same dcslgn as the ore directly west of ~t (421 Resenre). It is a modern two and a half stor).~;ellow bsick duplex 
u h  brick of various darker tones randamly mixed in. The side gable roof is moderately pitched and has four gable dormers in 
h n t  and one large shed donna with four windows in back The duplex is built lnto the slope of the hillside so the second floor is 
at ground level in back. The fiont entrances are centrally located, one for each unit ulth a small wooden gable roof over the enny 
ma. -4ll windows are six-over-six wooden double-hung units, equally spaced in front and asymmetrically placed at each end. 
3ach of the t\+o sear entrances are near the end of the building with one small window near [he middle of h e  structure. -4 concrete 
-etaining wall runs along the back edge of the building and concrete steps traverse down the side to the front ground level. There is 
l a m  and sidewalk in front and a decorative metal fence that sepamres the property from Resenre Street. The building currently 
serves as staff housing. 

#15 Buildinp #I1 GA0376 c.1933 (C) 
The buildmng listed as Build~ng 1 1 on the 1990 Rehabilitation Center grounds map is the hearing plant and auto mechanics raining 
area. It is a large two story red brick srmcture on concrete foundation mlth a very large, round, external chimney rising about forty 
feet above the roofline. The roof is side gabled and has end parapets in a F m c h  Colonial design. The nature and use of the 
building falls into the category of Early 20" Century lndustrialJCommercia1, the east end of the buiIding is filled with the massive 
metal-fme awning-style windows that are so: prevalent on these types of buildings. There is a flat-roof brick addition at each d 
of the buildmg and the rear elevation is relatively plain, except for three awning windows. a double-door entrance and turo single 
doors. The frant has a doubIe-door entrance near each end and thtee large awning windows. A concrete retaining wall runs along 
the rear of the buildmg with steps on the west side leading down to the front lower leveI. Thee large sound chimneylvenrs are 
equally spaced along the peak of the roof 

#16 Building #2 Ross Wall GA0377 d.1933 (C) 
Ross Hall was onginally a residence for Army nurses, and now it  houses female clients. It is a beautiful T-shaped three story 
ye.elIow brick shvcture over a concrete foundation in the Spanish RevitVal style. The m t w  portion of the building is actually four 
stories with a cenkal roof-house with a hp-style red-tile roof, This connecf~ to a colormade with a red-tile gable roof which 
extends along she east wing of the building and terminates at anorher small structure wirh a hip tile roof. The main roof of the 
building is flat with parapet all around. The sides of the parapet have equally-spaced decorative terra corn panel insets. Three 
small balusbade balconies can be seen on the fourth floor at the front of the building. The main front entrance is very elaborate, 
with a massive round arch that has square columns with Corhnth~a~ capirals and large finials on top of that. The keystone and detail 
above the arch are particularly ornate. Four wide, brick pilasters extend upward to the fourth floor. The western entrance is also 
tound arched but much smalIer and minimal in derail. In front of rhe building is a massive stone wall that marks the boundary 

: etween the Center property and R w e  Street. 
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#I7 Building #17 GA037S c1933 (C1 
Thls is a small single story side gable yellow-brick strucmre wilh red tile roof. It was originally a garage with four overhead bay 
doors facing due east. The most southern of these four dmrs has bew framed m and retrofitted with a traditional enay door. Two 
six-owr-six doubIe-hung windows are symmetrically placed in the south end and one similar window is placed centrally in the 
north end. The rear door is blocked by a wooden access ramp that reaches the back of Ross Hall. Part of the addition to the 
neighboring building also obsrructs access to the overhead door on the north of this buiIding. This buiIding is currently the grounds 
shop. 

#I8 ' build in^ #22 GA0379 c.1933 (C)  
This is a simple front gabIe garage with red-tile roof. It faces south and has nvo metal flat-roof additions that project forward eom 
the garage opening on the west end. Tb is  is the Center's paint shop and the two additions are the spray booths. There is a singIe 
en?q door on the south half of the east end of the buildmg and a six-over-six, double-hung, wood-frame window on the other half. 
The west end a similar window mounted centrally and the back. or north side of the building has no window at all. The bnck 1s 
predominasely yellow ~7th darker colors randonly incorpomted into the design. 

#I9 RuiFdinp $14 GA03SO c.1933 1C) 
This is the Maintenance and Pr~per ty  office, a one and a half story red-brick building over a concrete full-basement foundation. As 
with most sf the buildings on the Center's property, access is at two ground levels because of the vast network of retaining walls 
and remced  roadway^. The consmrction is of a wmman twentieth-century commercial design with a side gable roof with wide 
end eaves and exposed end beams. The windows and doors have round arch tops and the windows are wood-frame, six-om-sm, 
daublc-hung style. The building itself is in good condinon and has two double-door entrances and two singIe enma.mxs which have 
been boarded over on the north side, an end door accessed by a concrete porch and steps to the west The south side Eower letd 
has several doors and windows the entire length and the upper story has eight windows that span she width, including four of hem 
in double set.;. 

#20 Building #40 Gas Station GA0381 d.1936 IC) 
The gas station on this property is a small brown-bnck suuclure. The large overhang portion of the hip roof is self supporting, 
however there are two large wooden brackets at the side junctures for aesthetics. The building is built into the hillside at the rear, 
and thae is a stone retaining wall on each side about halfm~ay forward. The wood-framed windows are double-hung with six-over- 
sin lights in each one. The front has a central single-entry door with an equalIy-spaced window on each side. The building 
apparently still serves pan of its ~riginal function. 

#21 Buiidinp #25 GA0382 d.1908 lNC) 
The original part of this building is of red brick in the Craftsman style. It is a gable front single-story strucmre with wide eaves, 
exposed end beams and exposed stde rafiers with decorative end CUE. The west end of the building has a set of large wooden 
doors in a round arch frame and brick opening. It was built in 1908 as a stable housing ten animals and four vehicles. Later it was 
used as a garage and now houses the weldlng training area. The window openings are tall and narrow, containing four-over-four, 
wooden-frame, double-hung windoms. An extension of the original roofline and building footprint towards the no& and the 
addition to the east of a new metal srmcture doubles the original space. Although the metal addition detracts from the look of the 
building, the feel of the original stvle can still be seen and appreciated. A ribbed metal roof covers both the onginal structure and 
the addition. The n o h  side of the building nowr is very close to a concrete retaining wall. 

'22 Building #26 GA0383 cE930 I Q  
-dullding $26 IS one of two largc duplexes &at are nearIy identical with Traditional and Colonial Revival influences. Ths one is 
built predominately of red brick with vat. open, maparound porches on the first floor and a framed-in s c m e d  porch on the 
second floor that 1s of the same size as beloxv. There is a long f m e d  and screened porch at the second floor in the rear and a brick 
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bay projection at the east and west end of the building. The massive wraparound and brick pillared porches lead the eye upward ro 
four pedunented dormers ia the front. Two large gable additions at the rear run parallel to each other and perpendicular to the main 
soofline, a large brick chimney is at the junction of the three roofs. This duplex is built on a rather steep slope and has a concrete 
retaining rmll at each side about halfivay down the slope. There is also a smaller wall at the bottom of rhe slope and concrete steps 
from the upper to lower level at each side. Is was built to houqe the hospital staff and serves the same purpose today. 

#23 build in^ #27 CA0381 c.1930 0 
Ths building sits next to Buildlng 426 and is ident~cal to it. TraditionaI and Colonial Revival me the sryle influences, and it is built 
of red brick and has two large framed-in and screened sleeping porches. One of them wraps around the fiDnt on the second floor 
and she oher runs full length along the rear also on the second floor. The building is mfo and a half stories and built upon a slope 
so that the rear entrance is at the second story level. The ground level in front has a large ~~aparound open porch with ten large 
brick pillars supporting the upper floors sleeping porch Four pedimenr-style dormers can be seen equally spaced along the front 
roofline and two large parallel gable additions project to the nonh on the backside of the building. Each unit has a large bay 
window constructed of brick. The main windows m the building are nvo-over-two double-hung in wood fiaming7 whde the 
enclosed porches have one-over- one double-hung windows in sets OF threes all around the porch. A concrete retaining walI and 
concrete steps leading to the lower lever can be seen along h e  east and the west side. It -3s oripinaI2y h l t  for staff housing and 
?till serves that purpose. 

#24 Buildin~#43 GA0385 e.1915 K(cl 
Buildlng E'l3 1s a large broiin-bnck duplex h a t  has some Craftsman influence in style. It i s  two and a half stories tall with a full 
basement on n concrete foundation. There is a continuous beltcourse of brick the fbll circumference of the structure every ten rows. 
The building can be entered at both levels because it is built on a steep slope and there is a substantial concrete retaining wall 
allowing access at a31 levels. The m-o main entrances are cenually located at the second story level on the north [front) side of the 
building. The door openings are round-arched 14th Palladian uindows above the doors. The uindows are wood-frame, sixaver- 
six, and double- hung. Faur hiprwf dormers with revealed rafters Une the north elevation of the roof and two tall brick chimneys 
set between them A we L-shaped projection to h e  rear on each unit creates an inner semi-enclosed porch area for each unit 
which is tied together with a I q e  concrete patio with sleps leading down at each side to the lou~est level. It is currently used for 
staff housing, 

#25 Building #I5 Water Resemir GA0386 c.1910 (C) 
Thls is one of the original uater reservom. It is a massive butmessed concrete suucture with an A-frame style building on tap. The 
frame portion appears to haw a central enaance door in the west end and appears to have been screened in at the top podon. 
There were t w ~  small gable monitors along the roof, but now they are just a framework. T'his structure has been abandoned for 
quite same time, probably since the water tank just east of it was built to replace it. The tank is in good shape and is probably still 
in use, but t h s  stnrcture is now unusable. 

#26 Building: #29 Nurse Corps Heme GA0387 d.1914 (C) 
building. actually two buildings connected together by an elevated enclosed mezzanine was the original home to the A m y  

Nurse Corps. They are both constsucted ofred brick, three and a half story for the front structure and two and a half for the rear 
Structure. 
The primary building influence is French Colonial and the main building has a small single-story strucn*.e at each end, one flat 
roof, the other hip roof. The first €I oor brick colonnaded porch that runs the length of the building has 'been enclosed with large 
wooden door sets and the upper porch has been f m e d  in and windows added. The wood-frame double-hung windows have fwr- 
over-two lights and can be seen in symmetricd fashion dong the third floor front elevation. There are also five gabled dormers on 
both sides of the roof. Metal fire escape stairs are at each end on each floor. The rear building is also of red Brick and has mund- 
arch openings for window and doors, the windous are threeaver-tua lighrs in double-hung casings. It has four gable dormers on 
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each side but are smaller rhan the eont building. Both structures have parapets at each gable end and the rear building has a large 
shed addition at the south end. On rhe grounds are many old playground stnrcfmes, (horses, see saws, slides, etc.) These units now 
m e  as guest housing. 

#27 build in^ #35 Hospital Ward GA0388 c.1920 (C1 
This multiple unit housing buildmg is a three story red-brick structure over a concrete foundation. The a p m e n t s  were built 
shortly after \bW 1 as a hospital ward. It currently houses Center staff and has various classrooms. It is a very large side-gable 
smrctura with three equally-spaced cross-gable projections in front with end parapets. The style Influence is French Colonial. The 
three-story brick projection, which is now an entrance, was probably added at a much Iater dare. The from porches consist of brick 
colonnades with three arched openings in each section. The two porches above each of these were originally open but have been 
enclosed for quite some time now. The rear of the building has three large external brick chimneys and equally-spaced, three-over- 
one, w o o d - M e ,  double-hung windows. There are also open porches on the north end that have been modernized and an elet.ated 
walkway that c m e c t s  the second floor porch with the hillside past the water tank and onto the rear street. The water tank is the 
second of two large tanks on the property. There are also metal balconies at back ulth metal steps reachmg ground level. The 
south entry is covered by a small hip style roof supponed by two round columns on piers. 

f" ?f28 Building t: 41 Arrnvmaw Guardhouse GA0389 c.1920 ( ~ 1  
' T h e  Army'Navy Guardhouse upas built near the znd of the First World War and has bad s e v e d  uses over the years. It is a smdI 

one-story brown-brick structure with a large concrete porch on a p o d  concrete foundation. The porch is covered by a p e b e n t  
gabIe roof supported by four ionic calumns The roof is composition shingIes and the windows are double-hung with six-over-six, 
three- over-three, and nine-over-two lights. The building is in good condition, and is currently being used as a publications office. 
It had served as the hospital chapel far several years previously. 

#29 Building #I00 GA0390 c.1940 IC1 
This is a bit of an unusual shucturz in that it was built as a two level garage, yet has the look of a small dwelling. It is of yellow 
brick with darker ones interspersed, built over a concrete foundation. The design is modem, the gable roof is composition slungle 
with a small Iine of tile along the peak. and a small finial-like feature at each end. The east end on the upper level has a large 
double-bay opening with no doors, wMe tbe lower level has two opposing double-door bays at opposite ends oithe structure. The 
west door faces north while the one on the eastern half faces south. A small entryway with a hip roof has been added on the 
southwest portion of the lower level with a shallow angle wood-gable capon attached to that. The ancillary structure is another 
two-level garage, across the driveway. It is of red brick with the upper double bay facing east and the lower double bay facing 
west. 

#30 Building #1 105 Reserve AsmvlNaw General Hospital GA0391 d.1933 IC1 
Ths beaunful six-story structure sits at the base of the southern slope of Hot Springs mountain. and is visible from almost any 
point in the city. Its Spanish Revival design gives it a commanding presence; it was built in 1933 and replaces a much smalIer 
smcture that had several wards connected by walkways. It is built of steel beams and yellow brick over a concrete foundation. It 
is an Lshaped building witb one wing to the north, one to the east. and another bisecting the shape at the rear and m i n g  to the 
northeast. The roofs are mostly flat with tar buildup, and there are parapets all around with detailed, symmebically-spaced, t m  
cotta paneIs. There is also an eIegant entry center front, which is one story and has a flat roof, limestone walls, flat Corinthan style 
pilasters, a Earge, amazingly detailed flat metal canopy, and stone steps. The front part ofthe building is seven stories high with an 
elaborate mission-style tower and dome at the center of that. Four large brick pilasters with a window on each floor between them, 
ise to meet the base of the tower. Three balustrade balconies are seen at the uppermost windous below the tower. 3Ae sixth floor 

of the east wing was originally an open sun deck, but has been mostly enclosed in later y e a s .  A large stone retaining wall is at the 
west and south boundary of the property and rum parallel to Reserve Street on much of the southern border. Terraced steps Iead to 
the building from the south~resl corner at Reserve Street and the enuy driveway about fifty yards further east is marked by two 
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free-standing square columns that have Features and symbols carved in relief. The building is now used for administrative offices, 
classes, physical rehbiliration. and other relatad functions. 

$3 1 Building % 200 Resene GA01392 c.1960 mc'c) 
This building at 200 R e s m e  is the only one that 1s separated by a cir y street from rhe main campus. It is an L-shaped split level 
Late 20' Cenhuy CommerciaE structure with a flat tar buildup roof. It sits on a poured concrete foundation, has a small single-bay 
loading dock m front on the north side, and a large concrete dock and ramp system spanning the entire length of bodl of the rear 
walls. The window are one-over-one double-hung in metal frames and placed asyrnmetricaIly, some of them in pairs. There are 
three entrp-ays on the north side with meral doors, t\ir) single, one double. The building sits by iselfin rhe nofin-est corner of the 
block. The entire block is contained in a chain-link fence with barbed wire on top. The streets that surround the building are 
Reserve Street so the north, Cottage Street to the west, Spring Street on tPle sourh and Pleasant Sweet on the east. It is now a hft 
store and work activity center. 

IXTEGRITY 
Despite alterations and changes that have occurred throughout the years, as a cohesive group of 31 buildings. the .LLrny and Navy 
General Hospital Historic Disttict adequately conveys a sense of time and place as it displays integrity of location, setting, design, 
feeling, association, workmanship and materiaIs. Visually, the Arm): and Navy General Hospital continues to remain an integral 
part of the lvstoric fabric of downtown Hot Springs' landscape and it remains an imprtant  component of the zown's rich history 
that hinges on the famous hot springs, 
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Garland Countv. Arkansas 

Hot Springs Rehah~1:tatian Csncar 

H ~ s t o r i c  Nomination i 

B l d ~ . #  GA# Address Status Bid* GA# Address Status 
1 0362 105 Reserveti57 C 17 0378 105RsserveY17 C 

1 0 5 Resenreti58 C 1 S 03 79 1 0 5 Reserve#22 
105 Resencf 59 C 19 0380 I05 Reserve# 14 
105 Reservd55 NC 20 038 1 105 ResetveMO 
105 Remeti54 NC 2 1 0382 105 Reserved25 
105 Resewe+52 C 22 0383 105 Reservea6 
10SReservefl9 C 23 0384 105 Reserve#23 
105 Reserve#3& C 24 0385 105 ReserveH3 
105 Reserve#53 NC 25 0386 105 Reserve615 
105 Reserve#l6 C 26 0387 105 ReserveG29 
105 Reserveg12 C 27 0388 10SReserveiV35 
417 Reserve C 28 0389 105 ReserveM 1 
421 Reserve C 29 0390 105 Reserve#100 
425 Reserve C 30 039 1 104 Reserve#l 
105Resesve~ll C 3 1 0392 200 Reserve 
105 Reserve#2 C 
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Garland County, .kkansas 
Co~r. ty and 5tatr 

SmnlmY 
Sited on a bin, ot.erloohng dounzown Hot Springs, Arkansas, Garland County, is the Army and Navy Geuaal Hospital Historic 
District comprised of 3 1 buildings sited on approximately 10 acres. The imposing hospital building, designed in the Spanish Revival 
Style with subtle Art Deco influences, and its associated structures are being nminated for inclusion in h e  National Register of 
Historic Places with national significance. They are being nominated under Criterion C as the hospital's architecture and design is 
represenwive of building mends occurring during the construction of military hospitals during the 1930s. The collection of buildings 
are also being nominated with national significance under Criterion -4 because of their association with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of military medical history - specifically in the treatment of poliomyelitis and a ~ M t i s ,  
both of which were treated with the hot water supplied by h e  nanual!y occurring hot springs. The Anny and Navy General Hospital, 
not only treated military personnel from around the world but it also served as a mining school for borh servicemen and 
servicewomen practicing various facets of medicine zn all parts of the world. 

ELABORATTON 
The Army and Navy General Hospital, located in Hot Springs, Arkansas, has an interesting and important hislory that dates back to 
1387, when the mlihry built the first Army and Naty General Hospital and designated it as the$rst general hospital established 
during peacetime. There are numerous reasons why this history of this hospital is significant on a national lwei, one of those being 
'hat it is the only military hospital whose locarion was chosen solely because of its proximity to hot sptilgs or "healing waters." Also, 
m the history of the military, this hospital 1s the onIy one ever built under the direction of borh the Army and the Yavy to 
accommodate both branches of personnel. Alhough the aforementioned things distinguish it from other hospirals, it is the 
contributions that the . b y  and h+a+y General Hospital made to military med~cine, primarily during WU'II. that remain pan of the 
hospital's legacy, hthvs making it significant on the national level. During the 1 9 4 0 ~ ~  the hospital was designared the A m y  Arthritis 
Center for the entire Army and ~vas h e  first medical center select& for the treatment of poliomyelitis, due in part to the fact that the 
hospital had the first therapeutic pool for soldiers, filled with warm water from the springs. The hospital &.as also a premier training 
hospital for personnel being disseminated throughout the world. It was one of the first four hospitals chosen as a technical school m 
1939; in 1943, it \\as host to the .first Medical Department Enlisted Technicians School established for members of the Women's 
h y  Corp. The 1933 building was designed in the Spanish R d v a l  Style, with subtle An Deco influences, and it remains an 
imposing presence in downtoan Hot Springs today. Ir is one of the fines1 example of the Spanish Revival styie as applied to a 
govement building in all of Arkansas, and it is me of the more ornate military hospitals still standing in the Unired States that dates 
back to the 1930s. 

Nineteenth-Century U.S. Militan! Hospital History 
In 1775, the government establi~hed the Continental Army and ConlinentaI Navy. In 18 18, the Army created the ofice of Surgeon 
General to oversee the medical treatment of soldiers. At this time, hospitals were simply rQOTnS or buildings, at an existing post 
However, during and after the Civil War, the need For hospitals increased due to sickness, disease, and injuries. It was after the Civil 
War that the m y  began conslructing hospitals that fell in to one of two categories: post hospitals and general hospitals. Throughout 
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the Army constructed post hospitals at most forts ihroughout the United States. As the Army 
grew and progressed in the medicaI field it began building general hospitals to better care for the increased number of soldiers 
suffering from rare or serious illnesses. General hospitals evolved from a series of temporary \vartime hospitals to a sytem of 
permanent general hospitals.-) Mter h e  Civil War, the Amy began constructing permanent hospitals as described in the ,Vasional 
Historic ConrextJo for Departmen f OJDefense Installat iom, I 7 PO- 19QQ: 

3~hristopher GoodGn and Associates. 'National Historic Context for Department of Wmse InstaIIatians. 1790- 1940," Vol. 11, 
(prepared for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineas, July 199.57, pgs. 103-105. 
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The ovenvhelrning medical needs of the Civil War resulted in the construction of buildings that were designed 
specifically as Army general hospitals to care for all soldiers regardless of unit. The m y  utilized a "pavilion" 
type of hospital, which consisted of wards that were physically separated from one another and connected by 
mcorridors or covered walkmays because d*ctors mistakenly believed that diseases were transmitted through 
'"vapors". . . By the close of the war, the + h y  had 204 general hospitals with a total of 136,994 beds.4 

The history of the naval hospital system is similar to that of the Army. In 1787, Congress authorized a Marine Hospital Fund to care 
for N a w  personnel, and the Merchant Marine: and in 18 1 2. the Xaby authorized a separate hospital fund. The Navy began buildlng 
hospitals in the 1820s, typica1Iy locating them near major ports oftentimes in cities neat the naval shipyards.' During the nineteenth 
cenmy, the Navy commissioned professional architects such as John HaviIand and William Strickland to design the hospitals. Most 
of the very early naval hospitals were designed in the block plan, corridor plan. or the pavilion plan. By 1894, the Navy had twelve 
hospitals containing 823 It was during h s  era of hospital construction that the Anny and the Navy created h e  fmt peacetime 
general hospital at Hot Springs, the d y  such hospital ever created through a partnership between the War Department and the 
Depamnent of the Yaw.' 

I887 Army and Y a w  General Hospital (1887- 1932) 
Pftw h e  C i d  War, sick and wounded from both annies sought the healing properties of the hot springs in what i s  now Hot Springs, 
hkansas. En 1852. General John A. Logan, a Civil War veteran and L.S. Senator (1 871- 2 877; 1879-1 8861, nsilted the hot springs for 
medicinal purposes under the supervision of Doctor A. S. Garnett. Garnett was a formerNavy surgeon and practicing doctor in Hot 
Springs at the time. Garnett had long been an advocate of establishrng an Army and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, and was able to 
successfully convey this idea to prominent businessmen in the community and most importantly to General Logan. Col~nel S. W. 
Fordyce, also a supporter of the idea, hosted a dinner part), in honor of Logan before he left Hot Springs. Businessmen and politicians 
a m d e d  the party and were able to express to Logan their vision of an Army and Naxy Hospital at Hot Springs. At the time of hs  
departure, Logan felt that Hot Springs was an "ideal location for and institution of this character." Mer  returning to Washington 
D.C., Logan proposed an amendment ta the A m y  Apptopriation BilI for the fiscal year 1882, providing $100,000.00 for the 
construction of an Army and Naty Hospital at "the Government Reservation at or near Hot ~ ~ r i n ~ s . ' ' ~  Congress had set aside this 

' The oIdest identified extant hospital building constructed by the N a w  appears to be be Naval Asylum (1 8331, lcated in Philadelphia, 
PA, designed by architect William Strickland in the Greek Revival style (NR Listed 1972). Damaged by fire in 2003. the Asylum has been 
remdeled for use a% condominiums. The oldest identified atant general hospital building (not to be confused with a post hospital) consaucted by 
the krmy appears to be Letterman General Hospid (ca 1900), located with in the H i ~ t ~ r i c  Presidio Narional Park of Sm Fmncisco (NI-FL). The 
hospital ward has been rehabilitated and is now part of the Thoreau Center (NHL Listed 1962). Goodwin & Associates, 106- 107; "Up from the 
Ashes: U. N. Naval Asylum S ~ n 5 ~ e s  Yeass of Neglect, Two Fires," http:!lwww.sourh~hi1~vb1~~ks.o~!~hot05 essavsrnawhomei; "Thoreau Center 
for Sustainability," http:!lwww.thweau.o~~Photo~Thot0~~BJphotos~b13.htm 

'The facility was intended for thejoint use of both swvices but it mas always under the jurisdiction of the Secret- of War until t957, 
when i t  transferred to the .&my. Goodwin & Associates, 105; Carl h n a ,  "Standing Tall Through rhe Years: A History of HSRC," l l c  Counselor, 
(Hot Springs Rehabilitation Center Newspaper), August 2004, I? .  

'hiartin A. Eisele. Untitled, Date unknown. Frederick W. Cron. "Hot Springs' Military Hospital T h e  A m y  and N a w  Opcnod One 
Hundred Yean Ago," The Record 28 ( 1  987): 83-m; and Carl h n a ,  "Hot Springs Rehabilitation Center." The E n c v c l d i a  of Arkansm Histoq 
and Culture, h t ~ : ~ l ~ c v c l o ~ d i a o f a r F c m s 8 ~ . n ~ ~ e n E v c 2 3 6  
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land or "reserva~ion" on 20 April 1832 to protect the hot s p ~ g s  and their sumundings, hown as Hot Springs National park? Tbe 
Army Appropriafion .Act of June 30, E 882 (chapter 254,22 Stat. 72 11, protlded: 

That % 100,000 be, and hereby is, appropriated far the erection of an Amy and Navy Hospital at Hot Springs, 
Arkansas, ivhch shall be erected by and under h e  direction of the Secretary of War, in accordance with plans 
and specifications to be prepared and submitted to the Secretary of War by the Surgeons General of the Army 
and Navy; which hospital. when in a condinon to recelve patients, shall be subject to such rules, regulations, 
and restrictions as shall be provided by the President of the Lnited States: Provided further, that such hospital 
shall be erected on the governear reservation at or near Hot Springs, Arkansas.'' 

It was at this time that the army created the first peacetime general hospital, the Army and Naly Geneml Hospital, at Hot Springs, 
~rkansas." The military selected the fum of Smithmyer and Peltz, archirects in Washington, D.C., to draft the plans. After the Civil 
War, the government had appointed John L. Smithmeyer as Superintendent of government buildmgs in the south. Smirhmeyer 
completed the plans for the hospital in February 1884. Smithmqer designed the hospital to reflect the Swiss Chalet style and to 
accommodate a maximum of 100 patients. The building was made of red brick, slate and wood. Beginning in February 1884, Captain 
J. W. Jacobs, Constmeting Quartermaster, oversaw the constructron of the hospital." 

Since its conception, one of the major focuses of the h y  and Navy General Hospital has h e n  the use of thermal waters to treat 
rheumatic diseases. In Ir&criolcs Disem~s and General M~dicine,  Dr. Richard Smith notes, "Tbe Army and Navy General Hospital, 
the Army's oldest general hospital, was chosen because of its past histmy and excellent facilities. The adjacent Hor Springs wktch, 
since 1 887, had been a mecca for rheumatic personnel of she A m y ,  was a nantral choice." In the 1968 manuscript, Army .%fedicaI 
Specialist Corps, Emma Vogel notes that the hospital "tilized the therapeutic properties of the mineral hot springs in that area".'> 
Since the origination of the idea to cwstrucr a hospital, the hot springs played and integral part, in site selection for the hospimI, as 
well as in the way in which many of the injured or sick soldiers were treated. The 1887 hospital continued to serve the d i t a r y  until it 
was replaced by a new, modem hospitaI in 1933. 

'on March 4, 1921, Congress changed the name to Hot Springs National Park Hot Springs NationaI Park (HSNP) comprises 
approximateI):5,450 acres. within which approximately 47 hot springs merge from the Hot Springs sandstone. James C. Petcrsen and David N. 
hlotl. Hot Swrinps National Park. Askan=. Water Resources S c o ~ i n g  R e ~ o r t ,  (Watm Resources D i w I s i o n ; N P S ~ ~ e n t  of the ZnterioslFort 
Collins-Denver-Zi7=hlngton, 20021, 1.5-6, NPSiNRWRDiNRTR-2002:.30 1. 

'w.5 Supreme Coun, ARLWFTON HOTEL CO. v. FANT, 278 U.S. 439 ( 1  9293. 
hrtp:~!casela~.I~.FEndla~.~~mjsgipts~prin ter frimdly.pl?~a~~usi278~439,hml 

"Godwin & Associates. 106 

"~ron ,  86; "American Architect's Biopphies," (Society of Architectural Historians), 
hap:/Iuww.sah. or~'nldsite060 1 21004~aame'bios.htmI 

'I B. Richard T. Smith. M.D. "Chapter Dr1R Rheumatic Diseases:' Chapter XVII in Vol. TI: Infectious Diseases and General Medicine? 
sd. Lt. Gen. Leonard D. Heaton. Col. John 8. Coares, Jr. and w. Paul Havens, Jr., Internal Medicine in WWlI Series {Washington, D.C.: L.S. 
Govmrnent Printing Office, 1963). 480; Col. Ernma Vqel.  "Physical Thmplsts Before World U'ar I1 (191 7- 1940)," Chapter I11 in Armv Medical 
Swialists Cams, 4. COI. Roben S. .Andason, Col. Harriet S. Loe, and Lt. Col. Myra L. McDaniel (Washington, D.C : U. S, Government Pnr.ting 
Otficc), 55. 
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Early Twentieth Century K.S. Military 
After the turn of the century, anny hospitals continued to follow the pavilion-type plan of nineteenth-century general hospitals with the 
addition of only three more general hospitals (Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washngton, D.C.; Letterman General Hospital, 
Presidio of San Francisco, California; Fort Bayard General Hospiral. and Fon Bayard, K ~ M *  Jvlexico). Due to the influx of wounded 
and sick soldiers from TWI,  the army expanded its general hospital sytem to eight general hospitals. In the 1930s, the army began 
changing their hospital designs as doctors' undemanding of epidemiology began to change. Once doctors begin to understand hat  
bacteria caused disease transmission, and the importance of antrseptics, they implemented a new design - the tower hospital plan.'" 

The consolidated, tower hospital plan minimized the distances between wards. resulting in savings of stafftime 
and infrasmcture, i.e. lighting and hearing ducts. The new hmpiral plan type was developed in the United 
States; the first example u.as the Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center, New York, started in 1928. The 
military quickly adopted this civilian precedent. In 1936, the Surgeon General ordered military planners to 
develop plans for a new hospital building, with all wads concentrated in a single building, at ~i tzs imons. '~  

Fitzirnons General Hospital (Aurora, Colorado) and Brooke General Hospital (Fort. Sam Houston, Texas) were designed in the hrt 
Moderne style that was n popularized by architects designing public buiIdings in the 1930s. During this ume, the Navy too w s  
expanding its hospital sFtern." 

Bern= 1893 and 19 13, the Naw remodeled many of its older hospitals. New hospitals were designed to handle the extensive 
expansion of bed capacity in times of emergency. Architects were still designing some of the hospitals based on h e  pavilion plan. 
Hawer.er, betwen 1900 and W W ,  the Navy adopted another type of plan, the "Type Yavd Hospital Plan". The general premises of 
his plan consisted of a main hospital; a contagious disease hospital; a power, laundry, and disinfecting plant; and quarters. The 
general arrangement of the building resembled a "T" with a central administration block flanked by two ward wings, and the operating 
wng t o ~ a d s  the rear, with SoIariurns incorporated into the plan. Just as the m y  did during the 1930s, the navy adopted the more 
modern concept of hospital design - the consolidated, multi-story plan. The Bethesda h'aval Hospital in Maryland Is an example of 
this. 

1933 Army and Navy General Hospital (1933-1960) 
Fallowng World War 1 and the passage of the U'orld War Veterans' Act of 1924, which required the Amy, Naty and other 
depaments of the mditary to assist the Vererans" Bureau with hospitalization, h e  need for a modemized and enlarged hospital in Hot 
Spnngs contimed to grow. In 1925, the average number of patients u.as 193 and in 1929, there were 239 patients (he 1837 hospital 
was originally equipped ta handle between 80 and 100 patients). In 1929, the commanding officer of the Veterans' Bureau 
recornmended that the War Department and the Veterans' Bureau build a new hosp~tal, each paying for iss o n  share of the costk7 

1 4 ~ d w j n  and Associates, 105-1 06. 

"Tbe pment day Veterans' Administration (VA) has had numerous names throughout the yeam; howevcr, its origins date back to 1636 
when the Pilgrims passd a taw rhat stated that disabled soldim would be supported by the colony. Afim the Civil War. many state vet-' homes 
were establisned to provide incidental medical and hospiral treatment for all injuries and disease, whether or not of &ce origin. By 1930, the VA 
had 53 hospita!~. "A Brief Hisfmy of the V A  " www,va.~ov~faonadhistoriciBnef V A  Hiaory.asp; Cmn, 8%. 
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Congress. in the Act of June 18 ,  1430, appropriated $450,000 for the reconszrucrion of the hospital. To this, 
the Veterans -4dministratlon added something over a million dollars from the hospiral finds appropriated to it 
by the act of December 29, 1929. The Act of June 18, 1930, proridd that the exterior design OF the new 
hospital s h d d  be approved by the National Park Senice. ... The hospital grounds w r e  increased in 193 1 by 
assignment of 9.15 acres of park land adjoining it on the east. Thls brought he total area of the hospital 
reservation to 24.24 acres.'8 

In 1930, Congress appropriated % 1,500,000 for the construction of a new hospital. By December of 193 1, h e  miIitary had appointed 
Captain Edward M. George constructing quartemmer. In an article published in the Arkansas Gazette, 13 December 193 1, a 
drawing of the building was referenced as was a description of the future Army and Navy Hospital: 

The structure, u511 be of the reinforced concrete type, veneered with a light color Face brick, trimmed with 
white stone, and ornamented with ornamental bronze, It will have a central tower 12 stories high, standing 189 
feet above the madway at the main entrance. Surround fag the tower will be the head house, 40 feet wide and 
120 feet long and e~ght stories high. Directly in the rear ef the tower will be the center wing, six stories hgh, 
40 feet wide and 130 feet long. There also will be two uings, one parallel with Reserve aveaw and the other 
parallel with Cenml avenue, each 40 feet wide and 240 feet long and each u k g  six stories high. 40 feet wtde 
and 130 feet long. The entire smcture will contain approximately 200,000 feet of floor space. The two srde 
wings \sill be quipped with heliotherapy decks on rhe rwf and contain abou~ 16,000 square feet of floor 
space. Complete Housing Arrangements: The building will house aEI administrative activities, the technical 
service requrred for the operation of a general hospital, and all other necessary features. The hospital will have 
a capacity of 412 beds. Screened porches on the street side of the side wings will be available to all lvards and 
m m s .  The openings from wards and rooms to porches will be French doors. Four elevators mill be installed. 
There will be a hydrotherapy pool on tbe first floor, l b  feet wide and 20 feet long. Provision will be made 
throughout for the piping of both hot and cold domestic wxtw and hot and cold mineral water. ... The hospital 
will be equipped with the best materials and latest features throughout, Captain George said. Marble, tile and 
terrazzo will be wed freely, he said. All the room perbinin2 to any one service or department will be master- 
k t y ~ d .  All rooms wilI be master-keyed by floors, and every. lock in the building will be master-keyd to one 
key.'' 

l81bid. 88-89. 

"*TO Receive Bids for New Hospital," Arkansas Gazerte, 3 kmbw 193 1:. 
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The War Depanrrrent awarded the National Construction Company of %'aslington, D.C. the bid for rhe consrmction of the hospital. 
The company appointed 4.D. Copernan, Superintendent of Construction. The groundbreahng occurred 3 1 March 1932. f eaonnel 
and companies thar contributed to the consuvction of the hospital included: foundation - Bellows-McClay Company of Dallas, TX; 
plumbing - Wallace Plumbing of Dallas, TX; concrete supplier - Ed M~oney  of f i t  Springs, a, inspectors - D. Rogers Troutt, 
Dezecuve C. N. Buckalew, Mward C. Ellenbrook, Joe King, and Gilberz Kopplin; plastering contractor - Elwood E. Schwerls; 
painting superinrendat - W. W. Dempsey; Steamfitter - F. A. Bemen; plumber - C. J. Campbell; electricians - E. L. Luben and Albert 
EEemtett; glazing contractor - J. P. MiHs; insulation contractor - S. L Jones; pipe. contractor - Gentry Jones; hardware superintendent - 
E. L. Files; timekeepers - J. I. Ever.cn, H . k  Campbell; Campbell Metal Works; and Alabama Mable ~ o r n ~ a n ~ . ~ ~  To date, the 
architect of this building, which obviously appears to be architect-designed, has yet to be identified. 1t is possibIe that the architect 
was f r m  the Washmgton D.C. area, under the employment of the War Depamnent, hired to work on various U.S. military projects. It 
is also, possible that the military hred a local arch~tect to draft the plans. However, unless the appropriate documentation is found, 
these are wl y hypothesis. 

It is also important to note that during construction of the Army and Navy General Hospital, the "east annex" or nurses' quarters, also 
known as Ross Hall, was also under consmction for $1 60,000.001. The building was designed in the Spanish Revival style to 
compliment the Army and Yavy G w m l  Hospital Henry B. Ryan of Chicago, IS, sewed as general contractor. Gus Solberg served 
as general superintendent of construction, T. k 'rYaker was in charge of the materials and ofice, and Fred Fisher was in charge of h e  
brick. terra cotla and stone used on the project which was in architectural harmony with the neur A m y  and Navy General Hospital. 
Cwsmctioa on the nwses' quarters was completed inDecember of 1933." 

- 

'o''~ork to Slart an Kew Hospital Now," New Era (Hot Springs), 28 March 1932; "Gwemment to Take Ovcr Ncw Hospital Today'' 
Sentinel-Record  hot Springs], 20 September 1935. 

I' 'Will Comp1ete 'Nurses' Home by Christmas," Sentinel-Record (Hot Springs), 26 Sovemba 1933. 
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Hospital as a Training Facility 
The hospital was not only a place for treating wounded soldiers but also a place for training miIitmy persome1. To the rear of the 
hospital there was a technicians' school were pasomel received medical, surgical, dental, and other technical training. In 1939. The 
Surgeon General provided a blueprint for accelerating the traimg of enlisted technicians hown as the Prexective Mobiliza~ion Plan 
of 1939. The Army and Navy Generat Hospital was one of four hospitals where a technical school \%-as established during the initial 
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=car1 Enna,, "Standing Tall Through the Years: A History of HSRC," The Counselor, A Publicatian of the Arkansas Rehabilitatian 
' 

'senrjcm, Septmber 2004, pg, 10. 

In October 1933, the new -4rrny and Y a y  Hospital opened as an 
imposing landmark in the hean of downtown Hot Springs. 
.4ccordlng to a history of the build~ng by Carl Enna, the layout of 
the hosp~tal was as follows. The morgue was housd  in the rock 
and concrete basement, which also made it a perfect bomb shelter. 
the first in Garland County. The l9  floor was the medical ward for 
men and children. The 3d floor was the general mess hall, 
u.hereas: the 4th floor sewed aq the officer's mess hall. The 
operating rooms, considered ar the time to be h e  finest in the 
South, \..ere located on rhe 6~ floor. Also located on the 6' floor 
m s  a library and an omdoor theater where fust-run movies were 
shown two to three times per week There was abo a sundeck on 
the 6~ floor. Patients recelved body massages and physlcal 
therapy treatments in the halls ofthe north wing on the bt"oor. 
The 7Ih floor housed an observation galIery overloolang the 6"h 
f loor operating rooms. The 7'h floor was home to X-Ray and the 
radium treatment area. Obstetrics was located on the 8' floor 
along wlth the W Penthouse for mired oficers. The 91b floor 
was home to KANH, the ArmytNaty Radio Station h a t  broadcast 
four different types of programs that were distributed throughout 
the hospital. The radio station used pillow speakers, a unique 
technology for the time.= 

The hospital was equippd with the most modem equipment a d  
could accommodate approximately 500 patients. During the 
1940s the influx of patrents grew exponentiaIly. Nonnall y, the 
hospital averaged seventeen admissions per day; and 
approximately three- to four-hundred patients per month. WU'SI 

23 Carl E n q  (September 2004), pgs. 9-10; Hot Sprinns Rehabilitation Centcr: A Past dService A Future of Pr~mess,  In  house 2004, no 
page number. 

was the busiest time in the Hospital% history as soldiers fiom the battle zones were sent to the hospital for rehabilitation and for rest 
and relaxation. In June 1945 alone, the hospital a h t t e d  1,800 patients. In 1 94S1 to better accommodate the mffux of panenrs and 
staff, the government purchased the old Eastman Hotel (no longer extant) far use as an me?c to she hasp ital, A newly constmcted 
enclosed breemay connected the hospital ta the Easman giving the facility much needed space. A number of Americans of notoriety 
visited the hospital complex: General John (Black Jack) f erishg,  for therapy on numerous occasions; actorlsinger, A1 Jolson; 
baseball player, Jo DiMaggio; pianist, Eddie Duchin; band leader, Kay Kper; actor, Alan Zadd; and Helen ~el le r . '~  
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thirty-day mobilization period Each school had ten days to implement large-scale training, offering courses in six enlisted specialties: 
laboratory, X-ray, dental, pharmacy, medical and surgical technicians. Throughout 'UW;II, the army continued to expand its technical 
training programs in special schooh, established solely for that purpose, and in existing hospitals. The progmm at the Army and Navy 
General Hospital WIS one of the smaller training program and was the first to close in 1944, followd by four others tha! fall.'" 

On 9 September 1943, the Army established the first Medical Department Enlisted Technicians" School for members of the Wonen's 
Army Corps at the Army and Navy General Hospital. The women were housed in facilities that had been used for three years by tbe 
school for male techmcians. Housing ims remodeled to meet the smdards established by the Women's Amy Corps. When possible 
quaMed WAC personnel replaced male instructors. One repon stated, "L)uring the summer of the conversion, the W.UC uas able 'to 
make avaiIable ta The Surgeon General less than two hundred indi\iduals a mmth, for technical training at the Army-Naty General 
Hospital." Some of the women attending the training sessions were- being train& to be physical therapy technicians. One report stated, 
"Wmy WACS have graduated from the Army and Navy General Hospital as Medical Technicians and have taken their added 
knowledge to their posts of duty in the station, region and general hospitals rhroughout he country." Women received training as 
medical, surgical, X-ray, dental and medical laboratory technicians. Femme1 at the . m y  and Navy General Hospital were 
responsible for developing the program guide that insured standardization throughout aFI existing and furwre WAC technical schools. 
Recruiting intensified dunng the summer of 1944. Due to increased enmlIment, the facilities at the Army and Navy General Hospital 

' became inadequate since there was no room to expand and to accommodate the increasing number of WAC personnel; the training 
facility was moved to Wakeman General ~ u s ~ i t a l  .25 

Hydrotherapy 
During IW'II the hospiml became one of national importance due to the medicinal propenies of the herma1 waters used to treat 
various illnesses and injuries. It was h e  use of these thermal water that were an important to the 1887 hospital and rhar make this 1933 
hospital one of national significance. One floor of h e  hospital was equipped with ''the most modem bath. t.apor cabinets, undmatm 
pool, ufiirlpool equipment, as well as Hubbard rubs, to administer the hydrotherapy treatment given at the instihltion, which feamred 
the use of steaming waters fim the natural hot springs, from which this city and park take its In tk muscript Army 
Specialist COTS published for the Office of the Surgeon General Department, the hydrotherapy program at the hospitaI is described as. 
forlows: 

As did the old hospital before it, the new hospital utilized the therapeutic properties of the mineral hot 
springs in that area. The hydrotherapy section included [he first therapeutic pool in the -4my. It xvas 
patterned after the one a1 Warm Springs, GA., and was equipped with weighted tables and chairs and an 

"ROW J. Parks, WM8dl calepamnmt United States Army In World War TI: Medical Department, United States army M e d i a l  Training 
in World War [I," (Washington, D.C.: Office of the Surgeon General, Dqartmen~ of the &my, 1974),2 13,22 1; "Formal Opening of Big Buileing 
Set for Today" (sic.), The Sentinel-Record (Hot Springs), 5 D c c m k  191.3. 

%e ~ornen's Auxitiary Army Corps (Wk4C) Bill passed Cnngress 15 March 11942. The WA4C were later calked Women's Anpy 
Corps (WAC) with the passage for the WAC Bill pas& by Con- 1 July 1943, which gave women full military status. The summer of 1943 2\.as 

knowm as the "conversion" perjod. "Distribution, Versatility and Excellence of WACS Serving with Army Service Forces," 1944 (?$, (U.S. Army of 
Military History's Historical Manuscripts Collection, serial number 2-2.1 BC), 2,4; Matrie E. Tmduell, "The Womm's Army Corps," 
(I%"ashingron D.C.: Ccnter of M i I i t v  History, United States Army, 1954); reprint. Washington D.C.: CenteroFMilitary History, United Scares 
h-myp 1991,339, (page rcferenccs from the reprint edition),'l.lromen in the Milimry. "" Parks, 
236-238. 

3 ~ l m  Smith to Bud, 3 1 October 1953, letter at the Garland County Archives, Hot Springs. 
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overhead carriage for conveying a chair or litter into the pool. Physical therapists used thc pool to great 
adt..mtage in giving underwater exercise to patients with arthnti~.~' 

Warm Springs, Georgia, uas originally a resort town built amund hot springs; after falling in to a state of disrepair, it gained notoriety 
once again after frequent visirs by polio-stricken Franklin D. Roosevelt. In 1927, Roosevelt founded the Georgia Warm Springs 
Foundation, a hospital for people with polio. Here h e  hot springs were used to fill pools and rubs to treat polio-stricken patients. In 
many ways Hot Springs and Warm Springs were similar in that bath were resort towns that benefited h m  near-by hot springs. 
Although other hospitals would eventually offer hydrotherapy as a form of treatment, the . h y  and Sac? General Hospital could 
boast of being the onlv military hospital whose waters came from nawal thermal features that were used to fill theprs~ therapeuric 
pooh in an Army hospital.25 

Po/iumyeliiis 
During WWII, the A m y  and Navy General Hospital was THE largest center for treating adults afflict& wirh infantile paralysis in the 
country?9 

. . .[the hospital] offered spa therapy for patients with arthritis and goliamyelitis. It was the only center 
designated for the treatment of poliomyelitis {emphasis added), Both the main hospital and Eastman 
Annex (formerly a resort hotel) pror;lded thermal baths. Included was a hydrotherapeutic pool equipped 
with exercise tables. Most of the yliomyel~trs patients were in the subacute or conva1escent phase, having 
been transferred to Anny and Navy General Hospital from points all over the world (emphasis added). 
Reports from h is  hospital describe the mrmenr as a modified Kenny method which included moist hot 
packs, baths, and underwater and reeducational exercise. Prevention of contracures and fatigue uas 
emphasized." 

Arthritis 
On 17 December 1943, the Anny designated the Army andNavy General Hospital as the first Army Arthritis Center for the 
treatment of chronic arthritis. The A m y  chose this hospital because of its p a t  history and because of its excellent facilities. The 
Army felt that the hot springs made this hospitaI "a natural choice." Doctors diagnosed sixty-five percent of the arthritic patients 
admitted to  he hospital as having rheumatold arthritis, fibrositis, or osteoanhntis. The primary goal ofthe hospital was not to cure (as 
there was no cure) but to prohide relief of pain and maintenance of normal joint range motion, using physical therapy and 
hydrotherapy. The following chart shows the total admissions, as well as the admissions for rheumatic diseases at the hospital from 
1941-1945. 

"vogel, ''Physical Therapists Before World War 11: (1 91 7-  19441." 55.  

B ' ' ~ a r m  Springs Georgia,'%t t ~ : / I ~ w . w a r m ~ r j n e ~ ~ : a ~ ~ m ~ ~ m ~ n g ~ ~ h  tm . 

" "Hot Springs Rehabilitation Centm: A Past of Service A Future af Progress," no page number. 

30 Emma E. Vogel, CoE., Lt. Col. Mary S. L a ~ t ~ l a e ,  and Mjr. Phyllis R. Smbet, 'Professional Seni~es oFPhysicaI Therapists, World 
War IT," Chapter VEII in Army Medical Specialist Corps, ed. Col. R o b  S. .hderson, Col. Harria S. Lee, and Lt COT. ,Myra L. McDaniel 
(Washington, D.C.: L.S. Go\pernment Printing Ofice, 1 %8), 251-56 
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&re hat after being established as the Army's first rheumatism center in December of 1943, the amount of personnel being admitted 
to the hospital for arthritis-relared illnesses increases dramasically. Hacing established a rheumatism center in a large general hospital 
protided varied medical and surgical specialties that were necessaq for proper knowledge and complete treatment of rheumatic 
diseases. '" 
Hot Springs Rehabilitation Center 
I2 the early 1950s, efforts \\ere made to close the hospital. On 20 October 1952, the military announced the closwe of rbe Army and 
Kaw General Hospital. There uere several factors that possibly influenced the decision to close the h y  and Navy Genera1 Hospital 
in Hot Springs, among those: the morrement by the federal government to close down or downsize dim operations tlwougtzw~ the 
country; the declining number of active-duty service men after WWII; the fact that the facility was not located on or near a Navy or 
A m y  base; the earollmenr of veterans in rhe Veterans' Administration hospital system; and the discovery an h y - w i d e  
administration of the Salk Vaccine in 1956, which "almost eliminated the patient with acute paralpc poliomyelitis from Army 
hospitals"'. On some occasions the government began deeding over former military installations, airports, training facilities, etc. to 
state and local governments, thus allowing for altema!iw uses for these infrastructures. Throughout the 1950s, the hospital operated 
on a year-to-year basis. After much figbting and lobbyutg to keep the institution open, the Army and Navy Hospital began phasing out 
operalion in 1959 to meet the final closing date, April 1. 1960. '' 
On ApriI 1 ,  1960, h e  federal government "gifted" the A m y  and Navy General HospitaI to the state of Arkansas; Governor Orval 
Faubus accepted the deed to the complex on behalf of the state. Faubus then gave the deed to A. W. Ford, Arkansas Commissioner of 
Education and Don Russell, Director of Arkansas Rehabilitation SerYices. On 3 January t 961, &er a year of renovations, the former 
militaq haspita1 opened under the new name, the Hot Springs Rehabilitation Cenrer. By August 1961, 160 students were enrolled at 
the Center. Twenty-six courses were offered and 135 of the group were in mining. Among the fmt vocational mining courses were 
upholstery, moodworking, general mechanics, automobile painting and h d y  and fender repair, special educat~on, sewing and 
tailoring, aslodial. appliance repair, food semce, radieTI7 repax and radio-= c o ~ ~ n i c a t i o r i s ~ ~  

"car1 Enna, "Smnding Tail Through the Years: A History of the HSRC (Part 11): The Counselor 1.4 Publicarion of the Arkansas 
Rehabilitation Senice), October 2004, pg. 1 1; "Hot Springs Rehabilitation Center. A Past of Service A Future of Progress," no page number; 
Bonnie Eddens, "Yesterday, Today, arid Tomorrow?;' The Student Echo (Special Edition of the Hot Springs Rchabititaaon Cmer Paper) pg. 3; 
Mary Freeze, "hofessional Servlces and Actidties of Physical Therapists April 1 W? to January 196 1 ," Chapter XVII lo Annv Medical Smidist 

ed. Col. R o b  S.  Andemon, Col. Harriet S. Lee, and Lt. Col Myra L. McDaniel, (Washington D.C.: U. S. Government Pnnnng Office, 
19clS), 559. 

33 "Hot Springs Rehabilitation Centa: A Pas: of Service .4 Future of Progress," no page number: Eddens, pgs b7 .  
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In 1971, HSRC was one of three institutions in the country selected to participate in a research project sponsored by the h'ational 
Aeronautics and Space Adminismation (NASA). Dr. George Hassard was the project director of  the research experiment that 
cwsisred of the development of a "shght switch" for use by individuals having limited or no use of arms and legs. Ln 19?2, the HSRC 
admined its first students from outside of the United States, four deaf students from the Virgin Islands enrolled. In 2004, the Hot 
Springs Rehabilitation Ccnrer began to evaluate what they would offer in vocational education with an eye toward change. The goal is 
two-fold: to offer courses where the training turns out candidates who are competitive in the most in-demand occupations in mdayFs 
job market and to make spending m trainina more co~t-effective.~~ 

SIGNIFICANCE 
This nomination of the Army and Navy General Hospital Historic District @resently the Hot Spring Rehabilitation Center) in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, recognizes an ensemble of 3 1 historic buildings constmcted from 1908 to the present, and the evolution of the 
property since the construction of the first hospital in 1887. Of the 3 1 structures, 26 (83.87%) are canmiuting, and 5 (16.13%) are 
non-contributing. The oldest extant building dazes to 1908 while the majority of the buildings have consvuction dates spanning 1933 
to 1974. The buildrngs styles include: Late 1 9 ' ~  and Early 20Ih Century Commercial, Lare 20'~ Cennuy IndusaiaL'Commercial, 
Modern, French CoIonial, and Spanish Revival. In its place of prominence, towering FO stories abow Reserve Street and Broadway 
Street, the Spanish Revival-insprrsd ,%my and N a w  Genesal Hospital anchors the entire district The Iegacy of using the hot springs 
?or therapeutic purposes for the reament of m i l i w  personnel precedes the construction of the first hospital in 187?. Although h c  

archtecture of the hospital is impressive, its significance lies in the contributions that the Army and Navy General Hospital complex 
has made to military medicine. Within the military, the hospital u s  at the forefront in the treatment of arthritis and poliomyelitis. 
Military personnel fighting in various [beaters in W r I I  were treated at the hospital: for the aforementioned ailments as well as other 
physical and emotional injuries. The hospiral u.as also nationally significant as a teaching school, as rt *as one of the fvst schools to 
teach men and women in \aious milimy medical disciplines before sending them out to various locations around the counm. 

This nomination seeks to create a new historic district containing approximately 10 acres east of Central Avenue, south of Hot Spmgs  
Mountain Road, n o d  of Resetve Street, including one bIock fmmed~ately south of Re.sem.e with Comge Street, Spring Sweet, and 
Pleasant Sweet as the western, southem, and eastern borders of that block respectively. It is with national significance that the Army 
and h-aw General Hospitd and associatd buildings are being nominated far inclusion in h e  h'ational Register of Historic Places 
under Criteria A and C. 

*Unless noted otherwise, all photos are from the 'Wot Springs Rehabilitation Center: A Past of Servfce a Future of Progress." 
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