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The Monticello Mrth Main Street  Historic District comprises twenty architecturally and/or 
historically significant buildings, Dat5nq f r m t h e  mid-19th century to early-20th century, 
f e w  of the structures have undergone major: change. Lacat& in dd-Monticello, Arkansas, t he  
scale and character of the d i s k r f c t  i s  that of a turn-sf-the century res ident ia l  area, 

The following descriptions are divided in to  four categories! Significant struotures, l ink- 
ing structures, compakiblt intrusions and imompatible intrusions. A map pinpointing the 
structures is included in the numination. The numbers in the rnarqh of this sect ion cox- 
respond with t h e  numbers on the map and photos. 

Signif icant  structures 

f B  - 502 north Main 11904) is atwo story  frame structure. The roof is hip- w i t h  
three gabled dsmrs  and a g&l;ed projecting chamfered bay on the northwest 
earner. There is a tvo-story gallery on the south and =st sides, The en- 
trance has transon and sidelights and windows  are one over one. The porch 
is supported by 'Ionic e o l m s .  The domers contain arched windows, composed 
of one tall window w i t h  shorter windows Slaneng.  The house is finished in 
weatherboard and the roof is crested. 

W13 - 522 North Main (1900) is a two story frame struetzlre w i t h  E a s t l a k e  detailing, 
On the west (front) elevation is a projecting chamfered and galsled bay. This 
hay is decorated w i t h  paneling, brackets and barge boards, Similarly decor- 
ated b y s  are on the  east a d  north,.while the south side has a rectangular 
bay. Beginning at the east bay and ending at the south bay is a two-story 
porch, supparted by turned -pasts. P a i l k g  is spindles w i t h  the t o p  o f  330th 

. upper a d  l o w e r  porches decorated by s p i n d l e  am3 ball. 

#? 406 *rth Main (1845) is a t w o  s * o ~ y  frame structure, detailed in the Eastlake 
style. The r m f  is hipped with gabled dormers containing f a  Hats. There 
is a gabled projecting bay on the east and a chamfered bay on the suuth .  A 

chamfered bay with a pedimmted gable infill& w i t h s h i n g l e s  and decorated 
w i t h  paneling, and a keyhole window is on tbe f ixst  story,  A single story 
porch begins at this bay and extends across the north side. This porch is 
supported by Corint-hian columns. On the south s i d e  o f  the bay are triangular 
porches which square wdt the elevation. Above the entrance is a second story 
interior porch. 30th trianqle pcrch and interior pxch have spindle work. 
The entrance h a  a slngle sidelight and transom, Windows are one over one; 
The porch and r o o m  abbve were added i n  1918. - 

#29 =North Main, First ~r'esbyttrrfan Church, is a brick structure of "Gothic 
Style ." The bu i ld ing  was const ructed  o n t o  an existing strwctureronet used 
as a hospital. 'She hospital w i n g  is two storied, reg-ularly massed w i t h  one 
aver an9 windows and a central eltrance bay, 

#6 - 738 North BaiPey 3s a two story frame structure with hipped rmf. The build- 
ing  has pedimented d~mIers, fnkerios chimneys, and a two-story veranda, sup- 
ported by Ionic columns which sun along two sides. Kindows are one oxrer one 
and the e,?txance has sidelights and transom. 
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S igns ican t  Structures (Continued ) 

623 Joe Lee Allen House 11906) is athree and one-half story house w i t h  a two-story 
portico having three clustered Corinthian columns, frieze, dentiled and brack- 

. eted cornice with railed parapet above. Located behind the parapet is a semi- 
circular darner f fnished in t w o  dimensional jig-saw work. The roof is crested. 
The second story of the partieo is i n f i l l e d  w i t h  a four-bay projection w i t h  
chamfered corners and nine over one windows. The entrance on the first level  
of t h e  portico has three doors separated by thin Ionic columns. l o  the left 
is a three-story tower w i t h  t i led conical xoof and f in ia l .  The porch, which 
runs under the portico, is round on t h i s  side and square under the chamfered 
tower. This t o w e r  has an ogee t i led roof ending in a finial. Dormers on this 
roof are lancet arches. 

The c o l m s  and second story a r e  additions. 
w-s 

#16 600 North Win (1904) is a two  story frame structure with a five-bay f r o n t  
and a five bay two story porkico supported by Corin th ian  columns. The roof 
is hipped with  three gables on the front elevation. The center dormer is ped- 
irnented with P a l l a d i a  proportion windows. The s i d e  dormers have semi-circular 
tops. The entrance has sidelights and t r a n s o m .  Windows are one over one. 

#37 850 b r t h  Main (19103 is a two s t o r y ,  three bayed brick structure with a hipped 
roof. On the west and south elevation of the f irs t  story is a porch with  semi- 
circular corner. On the second story is a pediment& portico. Columns are 
Ionic. The roof is crested. 

83 213 E a s t  Trotter is a single story,wod frame structure, The building is 
five b a y 4  w i t h  a four bay bracketed porch. The roof is hipped and there is 
a shed roof over the porch, which is supported by box columns, one of which 
is now missing. The entrance is' single doored with transom and s ide l i gh t s .  
There is a frieze board and corner pilasters. 

#2 207 East Trotter is a :single story, five-bay structure with a four-bay parch- 
The roof is a t i n  gable w i t h  a shed porch. The porch is detailed in cross 
patterned jig-saw work. The central bay is double doored. The two s ide  bays 
a r e  doors and the two outside bay are windows. 

$44 316-18 Wood 11845-18991 is a single stuky, gable roofed, wood frame house. 
The plan is ell shaped w i t h  a f r o n t  projecting gable and a gableeentered on 
the long leg of t he  ell. The entry porch is gabled and its openings are 
large wooden arches. The widrds  are one over one. The house is finished : 
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Significant Structures  (Continued) 

in novelty s i d i n g  w i t h  end pilasters and frieze board- G a b l e s  contain E a s t l a k e  
styled shingle work. 

I 

#38 201 Wood (1907) is a brick church. The s t ruc ture  is composed of two bays which 1 
meet at a 45O angle behind a tower taller than the bays. The  roof is gabled i 

i 
and t h e  gabled ends of the exterior walls are f in i shed  in terra cotta coping. 
Each bay contains a stained glass window s e t  i n  a Gothic arch. Entrance is 1 I 
through double doors w i t h  a Gothic arched transom se t  in the parapet tower. 
The tower is decorated with fancy brick work. 

849 449 Woad is a s ing le  story frame structure w i t h  a gable roof. The plan is 
I 

e l l  shaped w i t h  a gabled projecting bay. A second gable is located in the 
I 
I 

center of the long l eg  of the e l l .  Across t h i s  leg is a shed porch (alteration). 1 
The entrance is single daored with sidelights and transom. Gables are f in i shed  
in shingles and have barge b a r d s .  w 

,-I"<.; f i x \  

#P5 529 Horth Main, First Church of ' Christian S c i e n t i s t s ,  is a Neo-Colonial -l 
structure. The plan is a Greek cross with a dome at t h e  crossing. The full 

i 
entablatured portico is supported composite coupled columns on the front. The 
entrance is double doored w i t h  a rose window above; These elements  are encased 
in an arch. The roof is a combination of hips, gables  and dome. The cornice 

I 
is stepped and dentkled and t he  pediment is dentiled w i t h  h a r d  i n f i l l  in the  
gable apex. Windows, entry and corners are quoined wlth rusticated s tone .  ! 

The building is finished in dressed stone.  
1 

#47 406 West W o o d  (1897) is a single story, wood frame structure of irregular plan. i 
The roof is a combination of hips and gables, On the front (south) facade are 
t w o  gables and a projecting chamfered bay with bracketed cornice. G a b l e  apexes i 
are i n f i l l e d  w i t h  shingle work. ~hewt is an ell shapd porch on t h e  south and 
east sides which is semi-circular around t h e  projecting gable, The porch is ! 

supported by slim Ionic columns. Openings are irregularly placed. Roofing ! 
is diamond shaped composition shingles. The structure is f inished in novelty 
s i d i n g .  1 I 

f11 515 Noxth Main is the site of a 1860's Greek Revival structure. 

851 501 West Wood (19163 is a s ing le  story brick veneer structure with combination 
Kpped and gabled xoof. Thexe is a porch on the north and east elevations 
supported by Tuscan columns mounted on brick piers. 

#12 5 2 1  Main (19253 is a single s t o r y ,  brick veneer bunqalow designed by L i t t l e  , 
Rock architect, Ray Burks. % structure is rectangular in plan w i t h  a 
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significant Structures (Cont inudl  
I 

screened-in porch an the south elevation. The f ron t  (west) 'facade is composed I 
of a wide g a l e  i n f i l l e d  with stucco and stickwork. The entry porch is placed 1 
in elevation symmetrically, against the gable of the house. 

#56 One of the most architecturally unusual houses in Arkansas is the Hotchkiss 
I House, located in Montieello. * B u i l k c .  1895 by loca l ly  prominent architect, 

S .  C, Hotchkiss, t h e  house combined a w i d e  variety of architectural styles 
and textures as an adverkisement for his abilities. The two-and-one-half story - 4  

house is of frame construction and rests on a brick foundation. E 
1 

The Hotchkiss House is sheathed with weatherboards an the f i rs t  story level, 
with xectangular shingling on the second sto,ry and rectangular irregularly im- 
bricated shingling on the two-and-one-half story level. The multi-gabled r m f  
is covered by hexagonal-shaped shingles. The exterior of t h e  house combines 

%.+. various shapes of bay windows,  porticos and dormers which provide a t o t a l  
eclectic effect. 1 

I 
The facade (east elevation) is dominated by a shingled pedhented gable at 
t h e  two-and-one-half story level.  This  gable is m a r k 4  by a centered Palladi- 

1 
an opening with railing and t u r n e d  balusters, supported by tm small Tuscan 
columns. A pair of double-hung windows at the  second story level a r e  located 
direc t ly  over a f irst  floor oriel window. Beginning in the center of the  fa- t 

cade, a two-story portico support& by Tuscan columns ~ 5 t h  railing and turned I 

i 
balusters circles around the corner to t h e  north elevation. A leaded glass 
door l e d s  from,the seeand flmr to the portico. The first f loor  entry has 

I 
F 

a single-paneled door w i t h  leaded glass in the upper half. To the north of t h e  
ent ry  door is a round-arched double-hung window with unusual rectangular patterns 
in the upper sash. I 

i 
The north elevation features a jerkinhead roof w i t h  shingled end. A small I 

double-hung window is centered in the roof end. One of the  most unusual features . 
of the house is the three staggered stair windows with an aschitrave featuring 

L 

a scroll and fan desiqn. A shed roof dormer, with muntins in somewhat of a 
Chinese  Chipgendale fashion, extends f r o m  the roof 'of the house j u s t  to the 
north of the  jerkinhead roof projection. A flat-roofed room with  small stained 
glass w5ndows rests on the roof on the one-and-one half story  rear of the 

I 
t 
I 

T-shaped house. . \ 
t 

The south elevation f eatuves a two-and-dne-half story pedimented gable pro j ee- i 

t i o n  which at the first floor level is marked by an offset bay window with  : 
I 

arched sections from an 1850's house and an abutting mrrler bay window. A 
I 

small stained glass window is locare6 to the north of the bay. k shed roof ' 
dormer with diamond-shapd fights extends frm the r m f  above this small window. 
The re= elevation contains  the original lattice proch adjohed to the 

I 
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significant Structures (Continued) 

one-and-one-half s tory  section of the house. 

f48  403 W o o d  (19073 f s a two story f ram house w i t h  hipped roof. There is a 
three-bay porch on t h e  first story with a single-hay porch on the second, on 

1 
which is centered a pedimented gable. i 

I 
*45 409 Wod is a single s tory  frame structure with a hipped roof. Centered on 

the f ron t  is a pedimented gable marking the  entrance. 

#18 618 North Main (1890) is a five bay Greek Revival structure with a three-bay 
poreh. The structure was originally a single pile with central hall, but the 
rear has been added to extensively. The r m f  is hipped with a pedimented gable 
over the poreh. The apex contains a "rose window." The entrance is a s i n g l e  
door with three-light s ide l ights  and two-light transom. There is a w i d e  frieze 
h a r d  and end pilasters. Windows axe one over one. 

#26 802 North Main (1895) is a single story frame structure with agabled end hipped 
roof. The building has side interior chimneys. On the f ron t  elevation is a 
porch and a projecting hay. Barge boards, shingle work within the gable of 
the bay, and porch brackets are of the  E a s t l a k e  style- The entrance has tran-  
s o m  and sidelights. Windows a r e  one over one. 

#41 306 West W o o d  (c.1895) is a single story brick veneer house w i t h  gabled roof 
and semi-cf rcular porch. 

835 North Main is a s ingle  s to ry  frame structure with gabled roof, 

t 5 0  500 Nest Wood is a s ingle  story frame structure w i t h  a combination hipped 
i 

and gabled rwf. There is a chamfered bay w i t h  a diamond patterned stained 
glass window. 

4 

#20 630 North Main (1903-4) is a two story frame structure with hipped roof and a ! 

five-bay front. The roof is supported on the porch .elevation by four b x  col- 
umns. Entry 'is through double doors w i t h  sidelights and transom. The middle 
bay on the second- story is double window w i t h  a balcony. Windous are one 

h 
over one. 
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Linking S t r u c t u r e s  I 

I 
83.0 514 North Main ( 1 9 2 5 )  is a single s tory ,  brick veneer structure with a clipped j 

gable roof. On the f ron t  facade a c l i p p d  gable is centered over the entrance. I 

T h e  entrance is articulated by a segmental open pediment supported by columns. I 

$22 702 Main (1909) is a t w o  story concrete block structure with hipped roof. A 
pediment4 gable is centered on t h e  stxucture's front. Under t h i s  gable is a 
two-story porch with side wings on t h e  f irst  story. 

#30 824 North Main (1912) is a two story concrete block s t r u c t u r e  with a hipped 
r w f  . A h i p p d  roof darner w i t h  three windows is centered in the f ron t .  

#9 505 North Main (19273 is a two story frame structure with gable roof and "eyew 
dormers, mtry is through an open pediment supported by coupled columns. 

y .:. Windows are sixteen aver one lights. 

817 610 FTorth Main (c. 1935) is a single story frame stmcture w i t h  a gabled roof. 
An asymmetrically placed gable dominates tho f r o n t  facade. Entrance is through 
an interior porch. 

#36 849 North Main (1845) is a single story frame structure, square in plzn, with 
a combination hipped and gabled roof. on t h e  f ron t  of t h e  structure is a four 
cof umned parch, and the f ront  gable has decorative barge-bbards. 

#32 829  North Main (1920's) is a single story frame house of the bungalow style. 
The roof is gab14 and there 4s an asymmetrically plaed  gabled porch. 

#14 525 North Wain (1912) ie: a t a  s+ory concrete block structure w i t h  hipped roof. 
The f r o n t  parch is enclosed. The entxy hood is a pediment supported by c a l m s  
resting on brick piers. 

84 201 E a s t  Union is a s ingle  story cottage with an arcaded porch. L 

#24 713 North Main is a single story carriage house w i t h  an arcaded parch. 

#46 404 West W o d  is a single  story frame cottage. 

#I. 203 East Txotter is an altered bungalow. 

, 823 802 North Main le. 1900) is a two s t o r y  brick veneer s t r u d u r e  with hipped 3 

roof. The entrance  door has a "Federal Styled" pediment. There is a t w o  . .  
s ta l l  garage. 
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L i n k i n g  Structures j 
#52 501 North Church (19051 is a frame s t ruc tu re  w i t h  a combination gabled and shed 

roof. 

425 714 North Main (1926) is a two and one-half story brick structure, The roof I 

is gable and finished in tile. The detailing is "Tudor" style. 1 
Compatible Intrusions I 

1 

821 701 North Main is a s ing le  story brick, double pile modern s t ruc ture  w i t h  flat 
roof, semi-circular windows and exposed exterior mechanical system. h 

! 

1 
#3L Rear 824 Main is a ranch styled house. i 
R40 3Q5 West W x d  is a ranch styled house. 

#43 311 West Wood is a single story ranch styled house. 

#42 310 W e s t  Wood is a single story cottage, 

#34 835 North Main is a single story, wood frame cottage, 

#14 621 North Main is a single story yellow brick school. 

#39 203 Fast Trotter is a single story brick veneer structure w i t h  gabled rmf. 1 
The entrance gable is centered on the front. I 

1 

835 840 h'orth Main is a s i n g l e  story brick veneer ranch styled house. 

Incompatible Intrusions 

#33 Deluxe Townhouse is a twu s t o r y  brick apartment building. 

#28 812 North Main is a single story, rectangular oomercial structure. 
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The Montieella North H a i n  Street  Historic D i s t r i c t  is an ell-shaped t r a c t  covering ap~xox- 
imakely thirty acres in the old residential. section of Mcnticello. ft is an architectur- 
a l l y  Smpartant concentration of late-Victorian and early Twentieth-Century homes that snr- 
vive f r o m  a pr iod  when Monticello was a thriving southeast Arkansas agricultural center 
of nearly 2,?00 people. W a y ,  Monticello is a growing community of 8,000, but rnuchof its i 
early built heritage has been obscured or lost. However, the North Main Street  area pos- 1 
sesses a visual and architectural continuity which is lacking in other old ~ e ~ t i o n s  of t he  
tm. A s  was the custom in the predominantly rural towns of southern Arkansas, the build- 
ings in the district: occupy spacious lawns and are set: well back off the tree-lined streets. 
The buildings range in style from sirrple Victorian cottages to elaborate Queen Prnne and 

1 
onial-Revival mansions. For a t o w n  in Arkansas the  s i z e  of Monticello, the dlstriet 

I ! 

tains an inordinant: number of magnif icenC homes: a fact reflective of the economic pros- ! 
En~i ty  which made Monticello one of the wealthiest Arkansas c i t i e s  2n 1900. A s i d e  f r o m  I 

w e a l t h ,  another factor contributing to the impressive character of the district is the i 
I 

presence of homes designed by S, C. Hotchkiss, a transplanted Chicago architect who l i ved  
in Monticello for a number a£ y e a r s  a£ter .. 1888, A t  that time few Arkansas cities boasted 
a professional architect.  . i i 

I 
The district primarily runs north and south along North Main ~ t r i e t  and east and west along 
Xest Wood Avenue, and itqcontains f i f ty-f ive buildings and one signif icant s i te .  Of the i 

: 
buildings, twenty are rated as beihg architecturally significant and twerity-two are des- t 
ipa ted  as being linking structures of lesser individual significance but of great impor- 
tance to the overall character of t h e  districk. E i g h t  are list& as intrusions, but of 
these only two are dramatically out of character w i t h  the general appearance of the d i s t r i c t . ,  

Situated in southeast Arkansas approxbately 4 0  miles  equidistant both the Louisiana b r d e r  1 
in the  south and the MissLssippi River in the east, Montioello was founded in 1849 specif - 1 
icaLLy for: t h e  purpose of serving as the county seat of newly established D r e w  County (1846),! 
The tm centered an area devoted'alinost &xclusively to cotton fanning and it soon developed j 
i n to  a thriving business, swial and political center for local farmexs, hrentu$lly many 1 
of the local plantation owners established residence in the town. Monticello was irmcorpor- I 
ated on December 20, 1852, making it one of the older c o d t i e s  in the sta te .  I 

i 
I 

The emergence of Xonticello as a commercial and industxial center can be traced to the con- 1 
struction of r rail Line through t he  corn in 1880. A f t e r  the establishment of the line, i mowth was rapid. The first bank in southeast"Arkansas was built in the community in 1887- 1 

years later the Drew Cotton G i n  and Oil Mill was erected, and En 1900 the first cotton i 
. 1 in Arkansas was hilt in Monticello. I 

Meanwhile, m e  diGersity in the cotton-based economy of Monticello and brew County was 
gained when the timber-rich lands of the county were tapped by the Gates Limber  Company, i 
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I 
founded in Monticello in 1890. Today, timber continues to provide a major source of in- 
come for the county. Around the t u r n  of the century two new cash crops, tomatoes and 
peaches, were also added to the growing list of agricultural products shipped from Monti- 

I 
j 

cello. j 
By 1900 the population of MontieeLlo was 1579 and the per capita income of its citizens I 

was the  highest for any town in Arkansas; a t e s t a m e n t  to the success of the county's agri- i cultural production and processing industries.  In 1909 the town was chosen as the site for . 
one of four agricuLtuxa1 colleges to be b u i l t  in Arkansas. I 

The majority of buildings in the Plonticello North Main Street Historic District reflect the 
' 

period of expansion and prosperity between t h e  years 1880 and 1910. In the intervening 
y e a r s  the economy of Monticello has become increasingly i n d u s t r i a l  and less dependent on 

t 

cash crops such as cotton. Likewise ,  modern development has obscured or replaced much of ! 

t m ' s  early built heritage. However, the North Main Street ~istori-c  D i s t r i c t  is a i 
! 

-lined enclave which retains not only much of its earlier character, but also some of 
t?d'finest structures bui l t  in Montieello during its early years of expansion from 1080 to 
1910. i 
The MonticeZlo Historic D i s t r i c t  is a res idential  d i s t r i c t  of architectural importance. 
Of the twenty significant structures ten  have Eastlake detailing design elements. Common 
elements to the  structures include: chamfered bays, intricate sh ing le  work and bargeboards,, 
pd imented  gables centered on front facades, and a s ~ e t r i c a l  massing. The most elaborate i 
of these houses is 406 North Main, which incorporates the preceding elements as well as  a 
keyhole window and f a n  light gabled dormers. However, this bui ld ing  is not of pure style; + 

the porch has Corinthian columns indicative of Neo-Colonial Revival styling. I 
Six-hundred North Main is purely ~eo-Colonial Revival and 713 North Main, built originally- 
as a Queen Anne structure, has been m o d i f i d  w i t h  Cor in th i an  columns. i 
While the majority of tho structures have unknown architects ,  600 and 850 North Main were 
designed in the Neo-Colonial Revival style by W- A. Halley. 521 N o r t h  Main, a brick bunga- 
l o w  was designed by L i t t l e  Rack architect, Ray mrk. S. C, Hotchkiss of Chicago, who 
moved to Monticello in the latter part of the last century, is responsible for 50'9 North 
Boyd, Eastlake; 713 N o r t h  Main, Queen Anneiand 403 West Wood, Neo-Colonial Revival. 
Hotchkiss, who in a 1907 MonticelZo newspaper, was credited-with shaping the appearance of 
the city, probably designed more structures in t h e  district, especially those possessing 
Eastlake detai l ing,  but fro documentation is, at present, available. 

'- addition to the 20 significant structures, 22 linking structures are located in t h e  
rict. A number of these exhibit fine jig-saw and Greek-Revival detailing. Mast are 

vt,,tacular in s t y l e .  
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