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Some physical evidence remains to show that a temporary 
c i t y  of ten thousand (10,000 3 pegple once occupied the 
open f ie lds  near Rohwer, Arkansas. The R o h w e r  Reloca- 
t i o n  Center, setuated along a two ( 2 )  m i l e  stretch j u s t  
w e s t  of Arkansas Highway 1 and t h e  railroad tracks at 
R o h w e r ,  housed relocated Japanese-Americans during 
World War 11. The sentry towers and most of the t a r  
paper barracks have been t o m  down. Several bui ld ings  
which were in the  hosp i ta l  area of the Relocation Center 
are now used by the Desha Special School District, Other 
bui ld ings  have been moved f r o m  t h e  site. 

At t h e  northern ext remi ty  of the area are  seven b u i l d i n g s  
now used by the Desha Special School District. In t h e  
east central por t i on  of the site are two l a rge  concrete 
foundations, now overrun by weeds and rubbi sh . west of 
the concrete foundation stands a twenty 1 2 0 ' )  foot tall 
water storage reservoir. Adjacen t  t o  t h i s  tank a r e  the 
remains of t h e  Center's f i re  s t a t i o n .  

A t  the south end of the o r i g i n a l  s i t e  l i e s  the cemetery, 
with twenty-five (251 concrete gravestones clus tered  be- 
hind t w o  (2  ) t a l l  monuments. Each of these concrete 
monuments is approximately f i f t e e n  (15" feet t a l l .  The 
base of the soldiersp memorial gives t h e  appearance of a 
t a n k ,  with the tu r re t :  being replaced by a double pyramid 
of cas t  stone topped by a star. Inscribed on t h i s  monu- 
m e n t  to soldiers f r o m  t h e  camp who were killed in action 
during World War 11 are the wards, "Dedicated to the men 
from R o h w e r  Center  who gave their l i v e s  to America on 
fore ign soil. l1 

The other monument is a concrete obel isk  r i s ing  f r o m  a 
square base and supporting an eag le  atop a globe. Com- 
memorating t h e  lives of the twenty-f ive  ( 25 1 Japanese- 
Americans w 3 e  died w h i l e  being forced to live in the camp, 
t h i s  obelisk is inscribed as fo l lows  : W a y  the people of 
Arkansas keep in beauty and reverence forever t h i s  ground 
where our bodies sleep. " 
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STATEMENT O F  SIGHIF~CAHCE 

Following the Japanese a t tack  on Pearl Harbor on D- -=em- 
ber 7 ,  1941, manyAmericans feared a Japanese invasion 
of H a w a i i ,  and u l t ima t e ly ,  t h e  Yest Coast. The Loyalty 
of a l l  persons of Japanese ancestry was fmu'nediately 
questioned. The Japanese-Rvericaul populat ion was con- 
centrated in the three (31  westernmost s t a t e s ,  espec ia l ly  
Ca l i fo rn ia .  T h i s  concentration w a s  viewed as a serious 
threa t  to American secur i ty .  To check the Japanese 

the Uni ted  S t a t e s  Government e s t a b l i s h e d  t e n  
(10) i so l a t ed  camps in the i n t e r i o r  of the c o u n t r y  
for  t h e  relocation of Japanese-Americans. 

Executive Order No. 9102 issued by Pres ident  Frankl in  D. 
Roosevelt on March 18, 1942, created t h e  War Relocation 
Authori ty.  T h i s  board established assembly centers on 
t h e  west coast to which those  of Japanese ancestry were 
to report. Within  seven ( 7 )  months most of the West 
coast  Japanese-Americans had been loaded onto t rains and 
moved i n l a n d  to these re loca t ion  centers. Two Arkansas  
camps, one at Jerome in C h i c o t  County and the other at 
R o h w e r  in Desha County, housed almost 20,000 Japanese- 
Americans f r o m  1942-1345. 

Construct ion of R o h w e r  Relocation Csmp , t h e  n a t i o n  ' s 
easternmost re loca t ion  center, was i n i t i a t e d  on J u l y  31, 
1942,  under D-rector Ray D, Johnston.  T h i s  10,161 acre 
site included 500 acres of t a r  paper buildings e f f i c i en t l y  
divided i n t o  blocks. Each block contained twelve barracks 
which housed approximately t w o  hundred and f i f t y  (250 )  
people. The twenty 1213') foot x one hundred twen ty  (120') 
foot barrack buildings were each divided i n t o  s i x  16) 
apartments of different  s i zes .  A cot, mattress and 
three (31  blankets were provided for each evacuee. 

I Each block in the  camp also conta ined  a mess hall, laun- 
dry and b a t h - t o i l e t  bu i ld ing .  Two blocks were set  aside 
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- f o r  schools,  two blocks f o r  a h o s p i t a l  and three b l o c k s  
for office buildings,  The entire camp w,as  surrounded by 
barbed wire fences and sentry towers .  

A l m o s t  two-thirds of the evacuee population at Rohwer were 
U n i t e d  Sta tes  citizens.  On March 11, 1943, the camp reached 
i t s  peak popula t ion  with 8,475 evacuee r e s i d e n t s .  During 
i t s  three ( 3  ) years of operation two hundred seventy-four 
1274) men volunteered  from t h e  R a h w e r  Center  for service in 
t h e  United S t a t e s  Army. The h i g h  morale of the Rohwer camp 
wzs f u r t h e r  marked by t h e i r  publ ica t ion of t h e  Rohwer Trans -  
m i t t e r ,  a weekly news b u l l e t i n  e d i t e d  by Kinuko Oga. 

One of the  evacuees maintained a personal d i a r y  during her 
s t a y  at the Rohwer Relocation Center.  Arriving on O c t o -  
ber 31, 1942, t h i s  woman recorded in her diary:  we l lcould 
see t h e  points of the  barbed wire fences w i t h  d r o p l e t s  of 
r a i n  s tuck  on them.  Camp looked l i k e  some regimented 
metropolis - orderly rows of l i g h t s ,  quite  a sprawling 
village , . . we were herded o f f  t h e  cars - M P r s  grabbed our 
arms as w e  s l i p p e d  into the  s o f t  mud." 

Though t h e  American re loca t ion  centers bore l i t t l e  resem- 
blance to concentration camps, they were areas of enforced 
inhabitance. In spite of t h e  l i v i n g  cond i t ions ,  both the 
evacuees and t h e  administrators endeavored to make camp 
l i f e  resemble normal life as much as possible. Bizddhlst 
and C h r i s t i a n  r e l ig ious  groups were organized, part ies  and 
shows w e r e  h e l d  by t h e  evacuees f o r  their own entertainment 
and schools  w i t h  evacuee teachers and Caucasion supervisors  
were opened. 

Federal p o l i c y  in all relocation camps was  that of segrega- 
tion to separate the ltloyaltt from t he  7tdisloya11t evacuees. 
Such factors as study or travel in Japan, a b i l i k y  to speak 
Japanese, or t h e  purchase  of U n i t e d  States Savings Bonds 
were determinants in ascer ta in ing  the TrLoyaltyu of Japanese- 
Americans. If an evacuee was considered "loyalt+ he could 
be issued a work per rn j t  which allowed h i m  to leave t h e  camp 
for a specific d e s t i n a t i o n  in order  to take a pre-arranged 
job. However, no Japanese-Americans were allowed to r e t u r n  
to C a l i f o m l a  u n t i l  World War I1 was ended, 
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According to camp di rec tor  Ray ~ o h n s & n ,  rtThe evacuees were 
never accepted at their t r u e  worth by the people of the 
S t a t e  and the  surrounding community. t r  His overall reac t ion  
to the evacuees was that they were "just f o lks .  '? Another 
administration of f i c i a l  , Aus t in  Smith, t hough t  that the 
greatest d i f f i c u l t y  at the center was a lack of q u a l i f i e d  
personnel to operate the  facility. 

During its 1,170 days of operation, t h e  Rohwer camp housed 
over 10,000 persons. Despite t h e  fact that sixty-five (65%) 
percent of the evacuees were Amer5can citizens, t h e  govern- 
ment felt that t h e i r  ancestry was  s u f f i c i e n t  reason during 
this time of stress to cause t h e i r  confinement. Near t h e  
end of the w a r ,  even before t h e  Japanese sur render ,  t h e  
evacuees w e r e  g r adua l l ya l l owed to  leave the camp. The  last 
group left on November 30, 1945,  and t h e  Rohwer Relocation 
Camp w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  closed, 

The Rohwer Relocation Center  represents  a unique  experience 
in American history. Though nine other such f a c i l i t i e s  ex- 
i s t e d  in the  cent ra l  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  the R o h w e r  Center site 
is especial ly  significant because of the many physical 
remains. The cemetery and monuments, water tank, concrete 
foundations and several  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g s  r emain  as tan- 
g i b l e  evidence of the c i t y  that once stood in these s o u t h e a s t  
Arkansas f i e lds .  
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