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1. Name

historic pfajffer House and Carriage House

and/or common Janas Hoyse and Barn

2. Location

street & number 10th & Cherry Streets N/A__ not for pubHeation

city, town Piggott N/A vicinity of B -iai-i-disanieametsane i d

state  Arkansas code 05 county Clay code 021

3. Classification

Category Ownership s&atus Present Use

___ district —__ public _X occupied House . ___ agriculture —__ museum

—X building(s) __X_ private _X_unoccupied Carriage_ commercial ____park

. structure — hoth __ work in progress HOUS2  educational _X__ private residence House
N site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_religious

--— object — inprocess —X_. yes: restricted — government ____ scientific .

— being considered — yes: unrestricted — industrial ___transportation Carriage
—_no —_ military X other: House-Storage

4. Owner of Property

name Mrs. Thomas Janes

street & number  10th & Cherry Streets

city, town ) Piggott Nﬂ vicinity of state  Arkansas

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, rEQIS'w of deeds, etc. C'I av Countv Courtho use

street & number Courthouse Square

city,town  Piggott state Arkansas

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title N/A ) ' has this property been determined eligible? ___ yes _X no
N date N/A 7 N/A federal ___ state ___ county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, fown state




- 7. .Description

Condition Check one Check one
. excellent — deteriorated _X__ unaitered __X original site
X_good House ___ ruins *Y_ altered __ moved date N/A -
. X tair Carriage—. unexposed .
 Uaues *-Carriage House

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

Visually shielded from Cherry Street by generous screen planting including a row of pines,
the Pfeiffer House and Carriage House occupy an entire block, a one-acre large site, in
the residential section of Piggott, a rural town located in the northeast corner of
Arkansas. The house is situated on the southeast corner of the property, across the
street from the local elementary school, with the carriage house, commonly referred to
as "the barn", set back on the northwest extremity of the lot. Built in 1910 by

J.D. Templeton and acquired by the Pfeiffer family just four year later, the house
reflects an interest in the Colonial Revival style of its period. This two-story wood
frame house, raised s1ightly above grade on brick.piers (original to the structure)

and a concrete block foundation wall {constructed circa 1950), is characterized by

the slightly asymmetrical, boxTike massing typical of this type of house in central

and eastern Arkansas. It is faced with horizontal weatherboard, enriched by corner
boards and cornice mouldings, and capped by a hip roof with cross gables. The "barn",
built the same year as the house, is a simple wood frame structure well suited to its
original function as a carriage house and stable.

The principal (east) elevation of the house is the most architecturally ambitious of
the building's facades, possessing a number of features that convey the essence of its
Colonial Revival inspired esthetic. The northeast corner of this elevation projects
s1ightly forward under a cross gable with boxed returns that articulate the roof line
and decorative attic vent that embellishes the gable. The first floor of this part

of the elevation features a projecting rectangular shed-roofed window bay; a single
window pierces the second floor facade. The projecting northeast corner is offset by
the one-story porch that wraps around the southeast corner of the house, embracing

the corner with a sweeping curve. Steps originally made of wood replaced circa 1950
by poured concrete leading up to the porch follow the lines of this curve. The porch
is supported on simple Tuscan-1like columns which carry an unembellished frieze. A
boxed cornice punctuates the porch's shed roof. The turned balusters that comprise the
porch railing are repeated in the balustrade of the second floor balcony which extends
from the projecting bay to the southern edge of the house. Square piers accentuate
the rhythm of this balustrade. Classically detailed surrounds frame both the balcony
door and the principal entrance door which 1s pierced with large oval light and em-
bellished with delicate egg and dart moulding. A continuous frame holding three
double-hung one-over-one light window appears to the south of the balcony door and a
small square window located to the north of the door lights the house's central hall-
way. A single gable-roofed dormer with boxed cornice and articulated pediment pierces
the roof at the southern side of the front elevation.

The side {north and south) elevations of the Pfeiffer House reflect the principal
elevation. in detail and proportion. The south elevation is distinguished by the
continuation of the front porch, The two-story gable-roofed bulk of the house rises
behind this element and features the peak of one of the house's cross gables with its
boxed returns. The north elevation of the building is a three-bay affair with a center
gable-roofed bay projecting s1ightly beyond the flanking walls. Artjcu1atgd much in
the same way as the other gable ends of the house, this central bay is enriched by
its prominent boxed gable returns and their relationship to the cornice moulding
below. An exterior brick chimney with corbeled cap appears directly to.the east

of the center bay. Rectangular one-over-one 1ight double hung windows in the side
elevations reiterate the design of the front windows.
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The rear {west) facade of the house is characterized by the contrast between the two-
story component of the house and a one-story hip-roofed kitchen wing with a cross-gable
roofed arm. Though this element is original to the building, another one-story element
Tocated at the southwest corner of the house is a circa 1950 addition.

Attention to detail in the original one-story rear section is impressive and harmonious
with that of the entire house. Again, returns and cornice mouldings articulate the
broad west gable end of the house and a square vent penetrates the gable attic.

In plan, the Pfeiffer House consists of a series of dwelling rooms surrounding a central
stair. The stair's paneled newe] posts and balustrade are quite simple and rectilinear
with proportionately heavy pendants embellishing the staivwell. This feature of the
house has a distinctively craftsman-influenced character not suvggested by the building's
exterior. Pressed metal ceilings in a variety of patterns appear in every room of the
house. The extent to which these ceilings were employed is unuswmal in Arkansas resi-
dential architecture and is visually overwhelming.

Although it has been slightly altered and it presently serves as a storage facility and
garage, the Pfeiffer "barn" clearly recalls its original function as a carriage house,
It is a simple, essentially rectangular structure faced with Tong weathered, vertically
hung random length cypress boards and covered with a shed roof that gently slopes away
from the "barn's" front (east) elevation. Originally, the upper Tlevel of the building
was a hay loft.

At ground level, a central pentagon-shaped opening Jeads to the central passage that
bisects the structure on an east/west axis,. A single opening to the south elevation
offers access to the original staff area. The only other original openings in the
structure are a smal] window that appears on the front elevation in the staff area
and doors to the original loft and harness room that were once used for transporting
hay.

A narrow wood stair at the northeast corner of the front elevation leads to the Joft
entrance. About 1920, this Joft space was remodeled into a one-room, split-level
apartment. The Jower level of the apartment, situated above the northern half of

the first floor stable, functioned as a living rcom while the upper Jevel, the south
half of the space, provided a sleeping alcove and kitchen with a separate partitioned
bathrocm. Randomly placed window openings were cut into the building to service the
apartment during the 1920 renovation. The loft space, though deteriorating, remains
much the same today as it did in the 1920s, A new roof placed over the structure in
1978 affords the o]d carriage house some additional protection and preservation.



“d934183d

Sng 03 PajedLpap 433 9y YOLym “Suuy 03 [[dMdJ4B{ Y [SAOU PuUOIIS paWlLR|Id®

SLY JO yonu 2304M 3y 3By} 8Z6T 40 Jo3ULM dY3 UL asnoy abeLaded ayj uL sem 3]
3306614 01 S3LSLA BuLanp aJ3yl s304M pue 3dd|S UDJL0 AILALIEBIJD O} SALINPUODD
c9oe(d 2a1nb e buLlpuL) €3sS3uJ] pue OLpN1S B 03UL asnoy abeLLJed BY] SO [BAI]
Jaddn 9y} pa[opowaJ.pey ‘Ua3sLs s,aulineq ‘epurbuatf 3306614 uL SpolJad papudalxd
40J pafels sawijawos sAembulmway 2yl pue $3L3 950D paulejulen A[Lwel J434418)d ay)

‘BOLJLY SO S[LLH usadg 8yl H00Qq SLY 404 [eLJUBFRW
pauea|b 3y ydLum JO N0 ‘LJABLRS URDLJUSY 3ISJALL SAMBULWSH padueuljy ‘juejgodul 3sow pue
(LL®M se 34Lm 3suiy siy Aq uos s, Aembulway pue) suos Hunok oM3 3yj 404 spung 3snu3 dn

39S ‘euejuoy 03 sdiu3 bBurjuny )@ padueuLy ‘dsnoH 3seM A8y S,21dnod 8y3z 404 3dtuad
aseyound ayy par[ddns ‘siaed ur juswjuaede ue 40§ JuaL 3yl pred 34 ‘sSnossuab aJow

usaq 8ARY 3 ,UP[NOD SNY 3[dun  *3BfL| SLY ul dwL]} 3SJIL$ Y3 404 SOLJJOM A3uow JO 234}

AL [ean3 LA swedaq Aemburwey sasydesborq sty 03 Burpaodde “osnedaq ajL| S,AembuLway

40 poruad sLy3 ul Jo3dey juejluodmi ue SJ9M L lmey 43y JO AJLsosduab 3yl pue yj|[esm
s,aulpned ‘Auedwo) uly woisn) 3306614 syl paysL(qe3sa pey (sawngJad Inupny pJdeydLy ut
}sa4ajul Bul[[043u0D B pEY OYM) J3ffL3fd SNY JUBY30ULq SLy pue sy pue ‘3306614 punoue
Spue[wo330q d[L3JS3f ay3 uL sburp|oy pue| sbJe| paumo J3jjLlafd [Ned ‘43yles S,auL|ned

*abeLJuew Jeak aA|aM} JLay] Buranp € Au0badg pue yoLJdjeqd ‘suos oM} pey

auL[ned “/zZ6T UL 9fLM 3SJdLS SLU WOLL SIA0ALP SLY 4334B A[FJ0YS [uL|ned Addew 03 43p40

UL WSLIL[O0Y3e) 03 PIJADAUOD 1S3ULT pue A[Lwef dL[0Y3e) Juspde UR dUBM SUdLilatd 3yl
*auLzebew anbOf JOJ SD] LM UOLYSES B SB JuawubLSSe uo 3| LyM BulAL] Sem 3Ys aJ3ym “sideq ul
AembuLusH 3SauJd] oW 3YS Q26T U] “WSL|BUJNO[ uL 33463p B Y3 LM BLQUN|O) 3B LANOSSSLY 1O
£3LSA3ALUN dY3 wWoULy pajenpedb pue SLNOT *3S UL SLOOYIS IL|O0Yl}e) Pepuslzle J344Lajfd auL|ned

NOILV40dv13

"eflL

9AL3e8UD aJmiew SLY 40 3be1s SLyjl ul Aembulwady 03 juelJodull A|sWLLIXS Sem ‘sng a|ouf
s,duLlneq A[[eLoadxd ‘B[Luey 4d1)1d4d Ay3|eam ay3 pue auL|neq Aq papLaoad jsoddns
[eLoueul) =y3} asnedaq ‘obelddew S,3Saudj pue suL|ned JO uoLjednp 3ay3y ‘QpeT 03
[26T WOAS SPudIXd 2ouedLsLubLs JO poLuad 3yl “Suy 03 [[aM34B{ { °[3A0U puodLS
pawLe[dd%e SLY 4O yonw 330J4m 3y 8261 SO J9JUlM Y] Ul 33yl pue oLpnls Bul}iam

e se 3asnoy abeLJJded PI[Ipowsd syl pasn JOyne 3Yyj3 “SILSLA papuslxad up - sjusded
s,dulned JO awoy dYyj asnoy sLyjl ul pelLSLA A[juanbaJgy pue 1206614 JO JBiiL3id
auLineq 03 patJdJew sem AembuLweH OpsT 03 /26T WoJL{ “AembuLwidy 3S8ULT ©UBUULM
2UN3BA33 L7 J04 BZLlJd [9QON Pue 1SL[SAOU URDLJBUY SNOWRS BYJ pue SESuejdy usaamiaq
juLl uedLjLubLs e sjuasaddad 3306614 uL asnoy sbeLAARD pue ISNOH J4344L3jd 9yl

AGYWWNS

(ydeibesed auo uj) asued|jjubis jo Juswelels
UMOUU( yoeyiyoay/aapiing Ovol-Lcbl seyep oyioeds

(Apoads) saylo —— uopuaau; ——
uopepodsuesy ——  juawuwiaaobsonod —— Ansnpu; —— SUONBIUNWIWIOY — -0061 — X
1ajeay) —— Aydosojyd — juswajnas,uonesodxs —— @2/oWWod —— E681-008L
uepejuewny Jisnw —— Bupesuibua — ue —— 661004}
/lervos —— Ay —— uopeonpa — aimoayyde —— 66910091
ammdinos —— ainjeiayl) M SOIWOU0Id — ammynopbe — 66510051
20ULIds — ME| UOBAJASUOD — suoisiy-ABojoayole ——  E6¥LI-00VL ——
uoibijas ——ainyzapyose adesspue] ——  Buwueld Ajunwwos —— oguoysiyaid-Abojoaysie —— ouosiyaad ——
mojaq Ajnsni pue yo2ays—aoueaiubis jo sealy pouad

aouedlubis g




NPS Form 10-900-a -~
781)

United States Department of the Interior LA
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ttem number 8

Family members recall Hemingway's swapping tales with local men around a potbellied
stove in the back of Reeves Drugstore, undoubtedly.taking mental notes for future
stories. In general, though, his contact with local townspeople was 1imited because
his Bohemian appearance -- full beard, sandals, informal attire -- causedmost of
them to regard the author somewhat suspiciously.

As is well known, Hemingway was an enthusiastic outdoorsman and sports such as hunting
and fishing are important themes in his works. He enjoyed the countryside around
Piggott, often going quail and duck hunting with Pauline's family and with a few local
men. The area.was renowned for good quail hunting, and Hemingway shot his first

quail there. His Tetters reveal an affection for the area. 1In one of them, written
on a gloomy February day in Paris in 1934, he wrote of his fervent wishes to be out
of that city. "Me, I like it better out on the ranch, or in Piggott, Arkansas in

the fall, or in Key West.,"

Some of Hemingway's biographers feel that the last years of his marriage to Pauline
were unhappy ones and point to evidence in his fiction that his estrangement from her
was motivated, at least in part, by resentment of her wealth and her desire for a
Tuxurious lifestyle. Both "The Short Happy Life of Francis McComber” and "The

Snows of Kilimanjaro" depict bad marriages held together by a despicable financial
binding.

The period of significance for the Pfeiffer property extends from 1927 to 1940, the
entire duration of Hemingway's marriage to Pauline, This partial exception to the
fifty-years old criterion seems amply justified in view of the outstanding contri-
bution to American literature of Hemingway, who had been termed the most influential
writer of his generation, and the importance of the association with the Pfeiffer
family in furthering Hemingway's career.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __N€_acre
Quadrangle name Piggott Quadrangle scale 1:62,500
UMT References

AnplRIngaod b ,003,04,259 Bl,t I T T I T T

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification A11 of block 12 Baer's 2nd addition to the
City of Piggott.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county ) code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Fihe] Goodstein., Architectural Historian, Jean Sizemore, Historian
organizationArkansas Historic Preservation Program date  March, 1982

street & number Suite 500 Continental Building telephone 501 371-2763

cityortown Little Roack state Arkansas

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
X

— national 2 _state — tocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nationa! Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89—
€65), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

accarding to the criteria and procedures set 1 e Natiopal park Service. .
State Historic Preservation Otficer signature n["ﬂ/\
- AV

=5 S —
g —
o - T

title date - -

For NPS use only v v
| hereby centify that this property is included in the National Register

: date
Keeper of the National Register ¥ "

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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Baker, Charles. Hemingway; A life Story. New York, 1969,

Davidson, Scott. By Force of Will: Life & Art of Ernest Hemingway. New York, 1977.

Miller, Madeline Hemingway. Ernie; Ernest Hemingway's Sister Sunny Remembers:
New York, 1975. Crown PubTishing Company, Inc. N.Y. 1675,

Roden, Mike, "Papa at Piggott." Arkansan, March 1980, p. 19-21.

Cox, Irene - Personal interview in Piggott, November 6, 1976.

Hampton, Ralph - Personal interview in Piggott, November 6, 1976.

Janes, Bea - Personal interview in Piggott, November 6, 1976.

McNeil, May - Personal interview in Piggott, November 6, 1976.

Pfeiffer, Karl & Matilda - Personal interview in Piggott, November 6, 1976.
Spanse, Aliene -~ Personal interview in Piggott, November 6, 1976.
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