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I. Name 

2. Location 

street & number 1 0 t h  & Cherry Streets N / A  not for pubClcstfon 

state Arkansas code 05 countv Clay code 021 

3. Classification 

- dist .. . .. 

W Ownership 
rid - public 

2 buildirg(s) 2 private 

S qtus b Present Use 
- occupied House - agriculture - museum 

unoccupied Carriage! commercial - park 
- structure - both - work In progress HOUSF! educational -X- private residence House 
s i t e  Public Acquisttfon Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process & yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- k i n g  considered - yes: unrestricted - industrkal - transpartation Carri age 
- no - military 2 L  other: House-S torage 

4. Owner of Property 

tltv, town Pi q q o t t  'fi vlelinlty of State Arkansas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, regldry of deeds. ete. C l  av Countv Courthouse 

street % number Courthouse Square 

crty, town P i  g ~ ~ t t  state Arkansas 
-- 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title N/A X has this property been determined eligible? y e s  - no 

date N/A N& federal - state - caunty - local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



Condition Check one Cheick one 
- excellent - deteriorated 1 unaltered 2 original site 
-L good HO  US^ - ruins *X altered m o v e d  date N/A - 1 fair Carri age- unexposed / 
Describa the present and originall (A known) physical appearance 

Visually shSelded from Cherry Street by generous screen planting i n c l u d i m ~  a row o f  pines, 
the Pfei ffer House and Carriage House occupy an .entire block, a one-acre large s i t e ,  i n  
the res iden t ia l  section of Piggot t ,  a rural town located j n  the northeast corner of 
Arkansas. The house i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  southeast corner of the  property, across the 
s t r e e t  from t h e  1 ocal elementary school , w i  t h  the carr i  age house, c o m n l y  referred t o  
as "the barn'" s e t  back on t h e  northwest extrerni ty of t he  l o t .  Bui 1 t i n  1910 by 
J .D. Templeton and acquired by the Pfei f fer  fami ly j u s t  four year l a t e r ,  the  house 
reflects an interest i n  the Colonial Reviya7 s tyle of  i t s  per iod.  T h i s  two-story wood 
frame house, raised s l i g h t l y  above grade on b r i c k .  piers (or iginal  t o  t h e  structure) 
and a concrete block foundat ion wall (constructed circa 1950), i s  characterized by 
the  s l i g h t l y  asymmetrical, boxlike massing typical of t h i s  type of house i n  central 
and eastern Arkansas. I t  i s  faced wi th  hor i zon ta l  weatherboard, enriched by corner 
boards and corn ice  mouldings, and capped by a hip roof w i t h  cross gab1 es.  The "barn", 

, bui I t  the same year as  the house, i s  a simple wood f r ame  structure well s u i t e d  t o  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  function as a carr iage house and s tab le .  

The principal ( e a s t )  e l e v a t i o n  of the house i s  t he  mos t  arch i tec tu ra l ly  ambft ious o f  
t he  bui 1 ding" facades, possessing a number o f  features t h a t  convey the essence o f  i t s  
Colonial Revival  i nsp i red  esthetic. The nor theas t  corner o f  t h i s  e l e v a t i o n  pro jects  
s l ight ly  forward under a cross gable w i t h  'boxed re tu rns  t h a t  a r t i c u l a t e  the r o o f  1 i ne 
and decorative a t t i c  vent t h a t  embellishes the gable .  The f ivrt  f l o o r  of this p a r t  - of the elevation features a p ra jec t i  ng rectangular shed-roofed window bay; a s i ng l e  
window pierces the second f loor  facade. The projec t ing  northeast  corner i s  offset  by 
t he  one-story porch t h a t  wraps around t he  southeast corner of the house, embracing 
the corner w i t h  a sweeping curve. Steps original ly made of wood rep1 aced c i r c a  1950 
by poured concrete leading up t o  the porch follow the lines of t h i s  curve. The porch 
i s  supported on simple Tuscan-1i ke columns which carry an unembellished frieze. A 
boxed cornice punctuates the porch's shed  roof. The turned balusters t h a t  cmpr i  se the 
porch r a i l i n g  are repeated i n  the  balustrade o f  the second f l oo r  balcony which extends 
from the  projecting bay t a  the southern edge of  t h e  house. Square piers a c c e ~ t u a t e  
the rhythm o f  t h i s  balustrade. Cl assically detailed surrounds frame both the balcony 
door and t he  pr inc j  pa1 entrance door which i s  pierced wi th  large oval I i g h t  and em- 
be1 1 i shed w i t h  delicate egg and dart  moulding. A continuous frame holding three 
double-hung one-over-one 1 i gh t window appears t o  the  south o f  the balcony door and a 
smal l  square window located t o  the north of  the door  1 i g h t s  the house's central ha1 7 -  
way. A si ngle gable-roofed dormer w i  th boxed cornice and articulated pediment p i  erces 
the roof  a t  the  southern side o f  the f r o n t  elevat ion.  

The s ide  ( n o r t h  and south) elevations o f  the Pfei f f e r  House reflect  the principal 
elevation i n  d e t a i l  and propor t ion .  The south elevation i s  distinguished by the 
cont inuat ion o f  the f r o n t  porch. The two-story gable-roofed b u l k  o f  the house rises 
behind t h i s  element and features the peak o f  one o f  t he  house's cross gables w i t h  i t s  
boxed returns. The north e levat ion o f  t h e  building i s  a three-bay a f f a i r  w i th  a center  
gable-roofed bay p r o j e c t i n g  s l i gh t ly  beyond the  f l a n k i n g  walls. Articulated much i n  
t he  same way as the o t h e r  gable ends o f  the house, th i s  central bay i s  enriched by 
i t s  prominent boxed gable returns and t he i r  r e l a t i  onship t o  the cornice moulding 
below. An ex t e r i o r  br i ck  chimney w i th  corbeled cap appears d i r e c t l y  t o  the e a s t  
of the center bay. Rectangular one-over-one 1 i gh t  double hung windows in the s i d e  
elevations reiterate the design o f  the front windows. 
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The rear (west) facade o f  the house i s  characterized by the c o n t r a s t  between the two- 
story component of the house and a one-story h ip- roo fed  k i t c h e n  wing w i t h  a cross-gable 
roofed am. Though t h i s  element i s  o r i g i n a l  to the bui 1 ding, another one-story element 
located at t he  southwest corner o f  the house i s  a c i r c a  1950 addi t ion.  

At tent ion t o  de t a i l  i n  t he  o r i g i n a l  one-story r ea r  sec t i on  i s  impressive and hamonious 
w i t h  t h a t  o f  t he  ent i  re house. Again, returns and corn ice  mouldings a r t i cu la t e  t he  
broad west gable  end o f  t h e  house and a square vent penetrates the gable a t t i c .  

I n  p l a n ,  the P f e i f f e r  House c o n s i s t s  o f  a series of dwell ing rooms surrounding a central 
stair .  The sta?r1s paneled newel posts  and balustrade are q u i t e  simple and r e c t i l i n e a r  
wi t h  proportionately heavy pendants embell i  s h i  ng the  stairwell  . Thi s fea ture  of the 
house has a d i s t i nc t i ve ly  craf tsman- i  n f l  uenced character no t  suggested by the bwi lding'r 
exterior. Pressed m e t a l  c e i  1 i ngs i n  a vari ety  of patterns appear i n  every room of the 
house. The extent t o  which these c e i l i n g s  were employed i s  unusual i n  Arkansas r e s i  - 
dent i  a1 architecture and i s v i sua l  l y  ovennrhelrning. 

A 1  though i t has been s 1 i gh t l y  a1 tered and i t presently serves as a storage faci  1 i t y  and 
garage, the  Pfei  f f e r  "ba rn"  c lea r ly  recal Is i its or iginal  funct ion as a carriage house, 
I t  i s  a simple, e s sen t i a l l y  r e c t a n g u l a r  structure faced wi th  long weathered, ve r t i ca l l y  
hung random length  cypress boards and covered w i t h  a shed roof t h a t  gently s lopes  away 
f rom the " b a r n ' s "  f r o n t  (east)  e levat jon,  Original ly ,  the upper level of the b u i l d i n g  
was a hay l o f t .  

At ground 1 eve1 , a c e n t r a l  pentagon-shaped opening leads t o  the central passage t h a t  ! 
b i sec ts  the s t ruc tu re  on an e a s t h e s t  ax is , .  A s i ng l e  opening t o  the  south e l e v a t i o n  I 
o f f e r s  access t o  t he  original s t a f f  area. The only other o r i g i n a l  openings i n  the 
structure are  a small window tha t  appears on the f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  i n  the s t a f f  area 
and doors to the  o r ig ina l  l o f t  and harness room t h a t  were once used f o r  transporting 
hay. I 
A nar row wood s t a i r  a t  the  northeast  corner  of the  f r o n t  e l eva t ion  1 eads to the J o f t  1 
entrance. About 1920, t h i s  l o f t  space was remodeled into a one-room, split-Jevel 

I 
1 

apartment. The 1 ower level o f  t h e  apartment, s i  tuated above t he  northern ha1 f o f  I 
t he  f irst f l o o r  s t a b l e ,  functioned as a 1 i v i n g  room while t h e  upper Jevel , the south 
ha1 f o f  the  space, provided a sleeping a1 cove and k i t c h e n  w i t h  a separate p a r t i t i o n e d  
bathroom. Randomly p laced  window open ings  were cut  i n t o  the b u i l d i n g  t o  serv i ce  t he  
apartment du r ing  the 1920 r e n o v a t i o n .  The l o f t  space, though deteriorating, remains 
much the same today as i t  d id  i n  the 1920s. A new r o o f  p laced over the structure i n  
1978 a f f o r d s  the o ld  carriage house some a d d i t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  and preservation. 
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Fami ly members recal l Hemi ngway ' s  svappi ng tales w i  t h  local men around a p o t b e l l  i ed 
s tove  i n  the back of Reeves Drugstore, undoubtedly t a k i n g  mental nates f a r  future 
s t o r i e s .  In genera?, though, his contact w i t h  loca l  townspeople was l imited because 
h i s  Bohemian appearance -- f u l l  beard, sandals ,  informal a t t i r e  -- c a u s e d m o s t  o f  
them t o  r ega rd  the  author  somewhat suspi  cieusl y . 
As i s  we1 1 known, Herningway was an enthus ias t ic  outdoorsman and s p o r t s  such as hunt ing 
and f i s h i n g  are important themes i n  h i s  works.  He enjoyed the countryside around 
P i g g o t t ,  often going quai l  and duck hunting w i t h  Pauline" family and wi th  a few local 
men. The area-was renowned f o r  good quai l  hunting, and Hemingway s h o t  h i s  first 
qua i l  there. His letters reveal an  af fec t ion for the area. In one of them, written 
on a gloomy February day i n  P a r i s  i n  4934, he wro te  o f  hi.s fervent wishes t o  be out 
o f  t h a t  c i t y .  "Me, I l i k e  i t  b e t t e r  out on t he  ranch, o r  i n  P i g g o t t ,  Arkansas i n  
t h e  f a l l ,  or  !n Key West." 

Some o f  Hemi ngway's biographers feel t h a t  the l a s t  years o f  his marriage t o  Pauline 
were unhappy ones and point  t o  evidence i n  h i s  f i c t i o n  t h a t  his estrangement from her 
tias motivated, a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  by resentment o f  her weal th and her  desire f o r  a 
1 uxuri ous lifestyle. Both "The S h o r t  Happy ti f e  o f  Francis McComber" and "The 
Snows of Ki l imanjaro" depict  bad marriages he1 d together by a despi cab1 e f i n a n c i a l  
binding . 
The p e r i o d  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  the P f e i . f f e r  property extends from 3927 t o  1940, the 
e n t i  re duration o f  Hemi ngway ' s  marriage t o  Paul ine,  T h i s  p a r t i  a1 exception t o  t h e  
f i  fty-years o l d  criterion seems amply j u s t i f i e d  i n  view o f  t he  outstanding contri - 
but inn t o  American 1 i terature o f  Herni ngway , who had been termed t he  most i n f l  u e n t i  a1 
wri ter of h i s  generati on, and t he  importance o f  the  associ a t i  on wi t h  the Pfei f f e r  
f ami ly  i n  furthering Hemi ngrqay 3 career. 
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See cont inuat ion sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property Qnf2 acre 
Quadrangle name Piqgott 
UMT References 

* p  6 I I l i 4  4 1 0 1 q  p ,013101412~51 
Zone Eastlng NorZhlng 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 67.500 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justlfkatlon All o f  block 12 Baer" 2nd addition to the 
City o f  Piggott. 

Llst ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

state cade county code 
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