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Arkansas Highway History and Architecture, 191 0-1 965 
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2 structures 

objects 
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[71 C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
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E a reconstructed building, object, or sttuchlre. 

F a commemorative property 
ArchitectlB;uilder 

[j G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance S. M. Dium, Builder (KingsIand Overpass) 
within the past 50 years. D. I3. Hill , Builder (Approaches) 

Narrative Statement or Significance 
(Explain the sipficance of the property on one or morecontinuation sheets.) 
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SUMhZ4RY 
Old U.S. 79, Kingsland Segment, is a two-lane concrete highway located just to the southwest of Kingsland, 
Cleveland County, Arkansas. The concrete segment is 655 meters long, and includes one bridge, the 
Kingsland Overpass, which was built in 1938 and crosses the current Union Pacific Railroad line. The 
highway sepent  is 22 feet wide and includes built-in concrete curbs and drainage outlets. Although 
concrete originally, the segment is now covered with a very thin layer of chip-seal. 

ELABORATION 

HIGHWAY 
Old L.S. 79, Kingsland Segment, is a 655-meter long, two-lane concrete highway located just to the 
southwest of Kingsland. The highway curves away from the current U.S. 79 just outside of Kingsland, 
ernpIsying a "super-elevated" curve at the northeastern end, and proceeds in a southwesterly direction 
towards the former Saline River crossing. The nominated section includes the concrete-paved section 
completed in 1938 to eliminate the grade crossing over the current Union Pacific Railroad line (former Saint 
Louis Southwestern or Cotton Belt line). The segment ends at the Kight Road intersection. 

The old alignment of U.S. 79 has a width of 22 feet with no paved shoulders. However, unlike most concrete 
pavement done in the late 1920s and early 1930s, the segment does have built-in concrete curbs and drainage 
outlets. (For comparison, the current American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
Green Book indicates that a lane width of 11 feet 9 inches is desirable.) Each section of pavement is I I feet 
wide and 50 feet long, and is composed of a gray stone aggregate mixed in the concrete. The pavement is 
also covered with a very thin layer of chip seal for a IittIe more than half of its length. 

BRIDGE 
The old alignment of U.S. 79 contains one reinfoaced concrete deck girder bridge, which crosses the Union 
Pacific Railroad line (former Saint Louis Southwestern or Cotton Belt line). The bridge's design is 
comprised of flat reinforced concrete deck girders resting on metal tocka bearings on concrete piers that are 
skewed to accommodate the railroad line below. The guardrails on the bridge consist of evenly-spaced cast 
concrete uprights connected by inset panels of Iancet-shaped openings. The bridge also has metal plaques set 
into Iarge Art Deco-inspired endposts with information about the bridge name, builder, date of construction, 
and that it was done for the Arkansas State Highway Department and United States Bureau of Public Roads. 

INTEGRITY 
Overall, the Old U.S. 79, Kingsland Segment, has good integrity. The 1938 pavement remains throughout 
the segment, and it retains its original dimensions. Also, the Kingsland Overpass that was constructed in 
1938 during the improvement of this segment remains. Additionally, the part of CleveIand County where the 
highway is located retains i t s  rural setting, and the surroundings still reflect the period of significance from 
1938 to 1953. 
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Although the pavement was covered with a very thin layer of chip seal for a little more than half of its length 
at a later date, i t  is similar in color to the original concrete, and is thin enough that the gaps between the 
different concrete sections are easily discernabIe. 
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SUMMARY 
The Kingsland Segment of U.S. 79, which is 655 meters long, was the main automobile route in that part of 
Cleveland County from the time of its construction in 193 8 until the current U.S. 79 was built to the 
northwest of it in 1953. As a result, it is therefore eligible for nomination under Criterion A with local 
significance for its association with the development of Arkansas highway culture. Old U.S. 39, Kingsland 
Segrnenc i s  being submitted to the National Register of Historic Places under the multiple property listing 
"Arkansas Highway and Transportation Era Architecture, 1 9 10-1 965" in conjunction with the historic 
context "Arkansas Highway History and Architecture, 19 10- 1965." 

ELABORATION 
What is now called Cleveland County was formed on April 1 7, 1873, by rn act of the Arkansas legislature. 
OriginalIy, it was called Dorsey County and named after Stephen W. Dorsey, a chairman of the Republican 
county and state conunittees and a U.S. Senator. However, the name of the county was changed to Cleveland 
County in 1885 in honor of then president Grover Cleveland. In its early years, much of the land was heavily 
timbered so there were lumber mills throughout the county and only a small portion of it was under 
cultivation with cotton and corn being the principal crops.' 

When the realization came after the Civil War that only railroads could be used to exploit the vast tracts of 
virgin timber in Arkansas, railroads and the timber industry developed as one, As a result, sailroad lines were 
conshucted Further and further into the forests to enable the harvesting of timber, and occasionally the spurs 
were linked to become new through lines. The boom in railroad construction also greatly influenced 
settlement patterns throughout Arkansas. Some towns that had thrived on river trade and travel disappeared 
and many new towns sprang to life along the railroad lines2 

One of the railroads that helped to exploit the timber lands of Arkansas was what would eventually come to 
be hown as the St. Louis Southwestem Railway or Cotton Belt. The origins of the Cotton Belt go back to 
187 1 with the chartering of  the Tyler Tap Railroad, a lhree-foot gauge railroad that opened in 1 877 between 
Tyler, Texas, and the junction with the Texas & Pacific at Big ~and~."he Cotton Belt was rechartered as 
the Texas & St. Louis Railway around 1 880, and subsequently provided service through the timber, cotton, 
and rice areas of Arkansas bemeen Texarkana, Claxendon, and Jonesboro. Trains began running on the line 
in 1884, but the line was forced into receivership the following year. It was reorganized as the St. Louis, 
Arkansas, & Texas in 1885, and became the St. Louis Southwestem in 189 1 .4 Even though the officiaI name 

/ "iographicu~ andHisiorical ~Uernoirs ofsouthern Arkansas. Chicago: The Goodspeed Publisbg Co., 1890, p. 592. 
2 Elliot West. The WPA Chide to 1930s Arkamas. Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 1987 reprint of 1941 pubticatioa, 
p. 5 5 .  
' Dnuy, George H. TAe Histon'cai Guide to No& American Railroads. Milwaukee, WI: KaIrnbach Books, 1985, p. 2 89. 
A ''hiding Into the Sfotion: Arkansas Railroad Depols on the hlational Register of Historic Place7 - A Scenic Tour Map of 
Arkansas. " LimIe Rock: Arkansas Historic P r e m t i o n  Program, 2000. 
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of the r d h a d  changed several times, the route had been known as the Cotton Belt since at Ieast 1886.' (The 
Cotton Belt would remain an autonomous railmad until it was absorbed by the Southern Pacific in the mid- 
1980s.q 

The development of the railroad in Cleveland County also brought about the creation of settlements and 
to\vns, including Kingsland. A post oflice was estabIished at the settIement of Cohasset in 1 883 although the 
n m e  was changed the same year to Kingsland, (Arkatha was also given as a possible name for the 
community.)' Kingsland was incorporated the following year and was also a stop on the St. Louis, Arkansas, 
& Texas by the late 1880s. Goodspeed's history of the area described Kingsland by saying that, 'Xt 
Kingsland: there i s  a furniture factory, giving employment to quite a number of men, and a wagon shop does 
considerable local business. The killage contains a number of stores and has a population of about 600.'" 

Et is unknown when the route that would become U.S. 79 in the Kingsland area was constructed, but it is 
likely that it was the main route through the area through much of the late 1800s. It is known that the mute 
was in existence when early state road naps were published in 1916. By 1924, the mute had been designated 
B-7, which was a seconday federal aid road, and it was paved in gavel. In 1926, the road was designated 
Arkansas Highway 3, and it was initialIy paved in asphalt in 1930. Finally, the highway was designated U.S. 
79 in 1935." 

During the late 1920s and 1 930s, the State Highway Commission embarked on a large-scale campaign to 
upgrade Arkansas's roads. As a result, many miles of roads were paved or rebuilt and many bridges were 
built. At the same time, the Commission examined the issue of railroad grade crossings, which were 
becoming increasingly dangerous with the increased number of automobiles using the state's highways, In 
their Ninth Biennial lieporl, the Arkansas State Highway C o r n  ission wrote: 

Realizing the dangers and evils attendent [sic.] to railroad grade 
crossings, considerable effort has been made during the progress of the present 
improvement program toward the elimination of this hazard. Since January 1, 
1927, we find that the Commission has been successful in eliminating a total of 

Map of rhe Cotton Belr Route, St. Lou& Souuthwestm Railway Co., St. Louis Southwestem Railway Co. of Texos, TyJer 
Southwestern Railway Co , and Connections, Map. Unknortn Publisher, T 886. 
6 Davld Price. Telephone conversation wilh the author. 30 December 2002. 
' Russell Pierce Baker. From Merndag to Norsk: A HisiDricsll Directop of Arkamus Posr Wca, 1832- 1971. Hot Springs, aR: 
Arkansas Genealogical Society, 1988, pp. 47 and 122. 
g Biographical and Historical ~Wemoirs of Southern A r k a m ,  p. 596. 

Arkansas State Highway Commission road maps of Arkansas, 19 16, 1924, 1926, 193 B, and 1935. In the files of the Arkansas 
State Highway and Transportation Depament and the files of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program. 
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12 1 dangerous crossings, I05 by relocation of highways and 16 by structures, 
of which 3 were underpasses and the balance overhead crossings. 

A recent survcy indicates that 481 railroad grade crossings on the State 
Highway System are still existent. It is evident from the number cited that it is 
impracticable h m  a financial standpoint to diminate all such crossings and 
that some burden of responsibility is upon the motorist to observe due care and 
caution that accidents be held to a minimum. 

Careful and continued study is being given to this problem not only by 
the State Highway Commission but by the railroad companies as well, who 
have rendered cordial support and assistance in practically all instances where 
grade separations have occumd. Where the elimination of a grade cmsslng has 
necessitated a structure, agrements have generally been reached with the 
railroad that the cost of constmction be shared equally with the state. '' 

Evidence indicates that the State Highway Commission seemed to prefer eliminating grade crossings through 
relocation rather than by constructing new structures. The Commission eliminated six crossings through 
relocation during the 1952- 1933 program, 23 crossings in the P 933-1934 program, and it was estimated that 
they wouId eliminate eight crossings in the 1934-1935 program. On the other hand, no crossings were 
eliminated by structures in the 1 932-1 933 program, eight crossings in the 1933- 1934 program, and it was 
estimated that they would eliminate only two crossings in the 1934-1 935 program.T' 

The U.S. 79 grade crossing at the St. Louis Southwestern Railway line would have been a good candidate for 
replacement. The fact that the highway and the railroad h e  are not perpendicular with each other would 
have m a t  that visibility at the crossing would have been limited. Also, visibility wouId have been further 
compromised by the fact that the line winds around Kingsland to the east of the crossing and makes a sharp 
southwest turn to the west of the crossing. 

The construction of the Kingsland Overpass was done as two separate jobs by the Arkansas Sfate Highway 
Commission. The construction of the approaches was Job ff7253, and the winning proposal, submitted by D. 
B. Hill of Little Rock, was received on July 14, 193 8. The contract for the project was for I20 working days 
and the cost to construct the approaches was $19,694.00. The constmction of the KingsIand Overpass was 
Job #7243, and the winning proposaI, submitted by S. M. Dixon of Warren, Arkansas, was also received July 

' O  Arkansas State Highway Commission. Ninth Biennial Report of the Arhtrsas State Highwqv Comrnisslon. Russellville, AR: 
Russellville Printing Company, 1930, p. 32. 
I I Arkansas State Highway Conzmission. Elmnth Biennial Report of the Arkansus State Highway Commission. Publisher 
unknown, 1934, p. 15. 
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14,1938, The contract for the project was for 200 working days and the cost to consmct the overpass was 
$63,157.~.'' 

The completion of the Kingsland Overpass eliminated the dangerous U.S. 79 crossing at the St. Louis 
Southwestern Railway line, which, given its limited sight distance, was likely one of the more dangerous 
parts of the highway in the area. It also furthered the Arkansas State Highway Commission's goal for the 
"elimination of this hazard." Even though the road is not currently part of U.S. 79, the Kingsland Overpass 
still provides a safe crossing of the railroad line for the local residents. 

In Arkansas, US, 79 was the main highway between West Memphis and MagnoIia across the southeastern 
part ofthe state. The fact that this portion of U.S. 79 was the main route between West Memphis and 
Magnolia, and ultimately Austin, Texas, meant that it was also a highly traveled road for both automobile 
and truck traffic.I3 The amount of traffic using U.S. 79 uItimately led to the construction of the current U.S. 
79 to the northwest of the 1938 alignment. The new highway was opened to traffic in 1953, 

Today the 1938 alignment is still used as a county road and it is also still possible to drive the 1938 
alignment for its entire length. Remarkably, all of the alignment retains the original 1938 concrete pavernenc 
although much of it has had a thin Iayer of chip seal placed over it. However, the patches have retained the 
width of the original concrete pavement and have not obscured the original built in curbs and drainage 
outlets. 

U.S. 79 is currently one of the main highways between Memphis and Magnolia, and has been for many years. 
Due to the amount o f  traffic that uses the highway, much of the road has been upgraded to current highway 
standards. Early sections of the highway are rare, especiaIly ones that are still drivable. As a result, the 1938 
alignment of W.S. 39 in the Kingsland vicinity remains an extremely intact example of earIy highway design 
and construction, and a tangible reminder of early highway travel in Cleveland County. 

STATEMENT OF SIGh'lFICANCE 
The Kingsland Segment of U.S. 79, which is 655 meters long, was the main automobile route in that park of 
Cleveland County fiom the time of its constmetion in 1 938 until the current U.S. 79 was built to the 
northwest of it in 1953. As a result, it is therefore eligible for nomination under Criterion A with local 
significance for its association with the development of Arkansas highway culture. Old U.S. 79, Kingsland 
Segment, is being submitzed to the National Register of Historic Places under the multiple property listing 

I2 Bob Scoggin of the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department E-mail to the author. 19 May 2005. 
l3 From E 935-1 944, U.S. 79 comwted West Memphis, Arkansas, with Austin, Texas. In 1944, zhe noflh termirms af U.S. 79 was 
moved to Russellville, KentucPEy, and in I987 the south terminus was moved to Round Rock, Texas. 
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"Arkansas Highway and Transportation Era Architecture, 191 0-2 965" in conjunction with the historic 
context "Arkansas Highway History and Architecture, 19 10-1 965." 
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Cleveland County, Arkansas 
County and State 

VERBA4L BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Beginning at the U.S. 79 and the Old Highway 79 {Cleveland County Road 22) interssction, the 1 938 
alignment of U.S. 79 follows Old Highway 79 (Cleveland County Road 22) 655 meters to the southwest. 
The width of the boundary includes I 5 feet on either side of the 193 8 highway centerline. 

BOUhrnkRY JUSTlFlCATION 
This boundary contains the most intact portion of the 193 8 U.S. 79 highway alignment in the Kingsland 
vicinity, 


















