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histotic name Old U.S. 62, Busch Sepnent 
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2 .  Location 

street L3 number Carroll County Roads 107,109, and 1?3 not for publication 

city or town Busch 17 viciniy 

state Arkansas code .4R county Carroll code 015 zip code 72631 
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. nership of Property Category of Property 
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private 

[XI public-local 
public-State 

public-Federal 

building(s) 

d~strict 

Q site 
structure 

[3 object 

Number of Resources within Property 
[Do not ~nclude prev~ously listed rrsources m marrt.) 

Contributing Nonconuibuting 

huildines 

1 3 structures 

objects 

1 3 Total 

?lame of related multiple property Listing Kumber of Contributing resources previously Listed 
(Enter '?i!~" ~f p r o m  8s not pan of a multiple property lisang ) in the National Register 

Rrkansas Kghu~y  %story and Architecture, 1910-1965 

6. Funczion or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
(Enter caregoria from ~mrucnons) (Enra categoncs from ~nstructions) 

7. Description 

Architectural Classificarion Materials 
(F~ te r  categonts fmm insmct~ons) (Enter catcgones fmm ~nstro~zoml 

NiA foundation NiX 

walls N i h  

roof Y.4 

oher OTHER - Bituminous Surfac~ng 

Yarrative Description 
(D~wnbe the historic and current condition of the property onme or more conllnuation shecrs.) 
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I '.iark "nu lo one or more b x m  for tbe cntaia qualifying the property Local 
for VationaE Register Jisa'na ) 

A Property is associated mith  events that have made 
a significant contriburion to the broad panerns of Areas of Significance (Entercategori~ from instwctions) 
our history. Transportation 

a B Property 1s assoc~ated with the lives of persons 
significant in our pasl 

C Property ernbodim the distinctive characteristics 
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represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
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~ndividual distincaon. c. 1932-1952 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield 
in fomat~on important in prehistory or history. 
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(Mark "x" in all thc boscs Illat  apply.:^ 

Significant Dates 
G.  lsaz 

Property is: 
' A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 
Significant Person (Complfie ilCrirepion B is -1 

R. removed from its original location. 

C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstandmg 
importance. Cultural Affiliation (Complete if Criterion n is rnarkedj 

D a cemetery. 

[7 E a reconsmcted building, object, or smchue. 

F a commemorative propeny 
ArchitectrRuilder 

1 G less than SO years of age or achieved significance 
within the Dast 51) vears. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the apni:icance o f  the prcnerty on one or more conrimution shear.) 

9. M a j o r  Ribliowaphical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite d.R WG. arlicles, and other m u m  In prepering this fann on onc or more continuatron sheets ) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminaty determination of ind~vidual listing (36 
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- Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
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Record ti 
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Q Other State Agency 
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. "q. Geographical Data 

icreage of Property Plpproximattly 6 acres. 

UT31 References 
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3 15 325854 4034343 
Zone bstlrg Noflhing 

4 15 425769 4034jSI 

Set contrnuat~on sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe h e  boundaries o f t  he propmy on a continuat~on sheer.) 

Boundary Justification 
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&.laps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minure series) indicating the praperty's location 

A Sketch map for h~storic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representarrve black and white photographs of the propem. 
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Property Owner 
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SUMMARY 
The bypassed c. 1932 alignment of G.S.  62 in the Bus& vicir~ity is a bituminous surfaced hghway with grass 
shoulden. The segment consists of a series of sweeping a w e s  and 90-degree turns that follow the contours 
of the area's hilly topography. Although the exact age of the surviving pavement is unknown, it was laid 
down between c. 1932 and 1952 when the segment was bypassed. The highway retains its original roadway 
width. 

ELABORATION 

I-lMwar 
This bypassed section of old U.S. 62 is approximately 2.5 miles long and begins at the Carroll County Road 
' 09 and U.S. 62 intersection and proceeds in a generally southerly and easterly direction before ending at the 
Larroll County Road 108 and U.S. 62 intersection. The entire portion of the highway is hilly and consists of 
several sweeping cun7es and 90degree turns that follow the area's hilly topography. 

The OM alignment of U.S. 62 h a  a width of approximately 16 feet and no paved shoulders. (For 
comparison, the current American Association of State EIi&mray and Transportation Officials Green Book 
indicates that a lane widfi of 1 1 feet 9 inches is desirable.) The pavement is composed of biturninclus 
surfacing, 

Bridges 
The old alignment of U.S. 62 contains fmo small stream crossings to the north of the segment's intersection 
with Highway 187, The southem crossing spans Cedar Creek while the northern crossing spans a small ditch 
that feeds into Cedar Creek. The bridges are both approximately 1 5-feet long with concrete deck and metal 
guardrails. Rorh bridges appear to have replaced previous bridges. and are narrower than the road width, 

The segment of U.S. 62 also originally had a three-span brid2e that carried the highway a m s s  the White 
River. Originally, the bridge consisted of three Pratt thru-truss spans. However, ar some point before the 
highway was bypassod, the western span was replaced with a Parker h - t r u s s  span. Today, the only rernains 
of this crossing are the three concrete piers that supported the bridge. 

Integrity 
Overall, the bypassed ali_ment of U.S. 62 in the Busch vicinity has good inte_grity. The pavement on the 

' ~ection was laid prior to the segment's 1952 bypassing, and it retains its orignal: dimensions. Additionally. 
--  he part of CarroIl where the highway is located retains its mra1 setting, and the surroundings still reflect the 

period of significance from c. 1932-1 952. 
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n e  weakest area of integrity centers on the se-gment's 1;5%ite River crossing, where the bridge spans have 
been removed. However, the presence of the piers illustrates the location's original function as a river 
crossing for the highway. 

-4lthough the bituminous surfacing has cracked throughout the segment, it is still possible to recognize she 
original materials, which are in excellent condition, and the pavement retains its original dimensions. As a 
result, it is stiIl easy to recognize the segment's historic construction. 
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e River 
Near 

Historic pestcad of the Old U.S. 62, Busch Segment, White River crossing. 
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Historic postcard of the Old US. 62, Busch Se-ment, White River crossing. 
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c. 1 95 1 aerial photograph of the U.S. 62 White River area. Old U.S. 62, Busch Se-ment is in the background 
and the current L.S. 62 Vilite River Bridge (NR-listed 1 !24:2008) is under construction in the foreground. .+ 
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SUMM.4RY 
Old L.S. 62, Busch Segment, is being nominated to the National Reyster of Historic Places with local 
significance under Criterion -4 for its association with the development of Arkansas highway culture. Old 
U. S. 62, Busch Segment, is the longest and most intact portion of the c. 1932 alignment of U.S. 62 in the 
Busch vicinity of Carroll County. The hi_&w-ay section was the main automobile route in that part of CarroIl . 
County &om the time of its construction in c. 1 932 until the cursent U.S. 62 was built to the east and northeast 
of it in 1952. Old U.S. 62, Busch Segment, is being submitted to the National Register of Historic Places 
under the multiple property listing ".4rkansas Highway and Transportation Era Architecture. 1 9 10- 1965" in 
conjunction with the historic context "Arkansas Highway History and Architecture? 1 9 1 0- 1 965." 

: Sld L.S. 62, Busch Se_pent, falIs under the Abandoned and Bypassed Highway Segments property type of 
L ile multiple property listing. Old U.S. 62, Busch Segment, meets the registration requirements of the 
property type by virtue of having been built between 19 1 0 and 1 965 and i t  retains features that identify 
highway segments of the periodl such as the asphalt pavement and notably the narrow roadway width of 
approximately 1 6 feet with no p a ~ e d  shoulders. In addition the segment retains integity of setting - the 
current rural settins has not changed from the segment's construction in the early 1930s. Finally, the 
segment's length of approximately 2.5 miles is long enough to easily convey a sense of travel. 

ELABORATION 
Carroll County was organized on November I ,  1 833, and named after Charles Carroll of Carrollton. 
Although the county's boundaries were modified in 183 S, 1843, 1853, 1857, and 1 869, the county seat, at 
least during the nineteenth century, remained at B q v i l l e .  PI1though settlement in the county occurred as 
early as the 1820s with the amval of Louis Russel I ,  most of the pioneer families, including the Sneeds, 
Williamses, Alexandm, and Boyds, arrived between 1 830 and 3 833. " 
It was not long after settlement began in Carroll County that a road network began to develop. According to 
the Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Arorth~vafern Arkansas, "'The road from Huntsville via 
Rockhouse Creek, through Trigger Gap, crossing Carroll County diagonally from southwest to noxtheast! was 
laid out in 1837 by Thornas Hall, under the direction of the court. A road from Carrollton through Green 
Forest to Springfield, Mo., and a military road from Fayetteville through Cmollton to Jacksonport, twenty- 
five miles above Batesville, on the W l i t e  River, was laid out, or at least opened for travel, prior to 1836.'" 
The scarcity of roads through Carroll County in the 1830s is also shown on an 1839 map that only shows two 
oads in the Carroll County vicinity and no roads in the Busch area.' 

I A Reminisceni Hisfory of the Ozark Region. Chicago: Goodspeed Brothers, Pubhshers, 1894, p. 36. 
"iographieal ondHislarical Memoirs qfilorti~western drkansar. Chicago, Nashwlle. and St, Lours: The Godspeed Publishing 
Ca. 1890, p. 339. 

Burr, David. H. Map qfMississippl, Louistarta Q drfcawas exhibifing the posl qfices, post roads. canals, rat I roads, &c. Lf zp. 
London: J. hrmwsmrth, 1539. 
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By the 1850s as more people moved into the Carroll County area, the road network also gcw-. The roads in 
Carroll County all radiated from CmII ton  going in every direction except due north and south. One road 
approximated the route of current U.S. 62 going northwest to BenyvilIe, but it then continued northwest into 
Missouri rather than west like the current route of U.S. 62. However, there were still no roads in the area that 
crossed the White ~iver. '  

By the time that the State Highway Commission began printing Arkansas road maps in the 19 1 Os, there were 
several roads criss-crossing Carroll County? iincIuding one that traveled northwest through Busch. which 
includes what would become the Bus& Segment of U.S. 62.' The Third Biennial Report of h e  Department 
o, fSt~r~ Lands, Highways and Irnprolr~ments reported on the construction of the road: 

Of the Eureka Springs-Selipan road 1 5.74 miles run through Carroll 
County. Work is progressing rapidly on a native stone macadam and gravel 
road 14 feet wide on a 22 ft. dump. W. W. Blockson, E. M. Bare and F. D. 
Cook are the cornrnissioners. C. A. Fuller is attorney and R. D. Alexander, 
engineer of constmction. The mountainous nature of the country render 
construction difficult and expensive, although excellent material is abundant 
along the right of way. Convict labor i s  being used as provided by the 
legislature of 1 9 17. Estimated cost, $125,000. State aid allotted, $32,500.~ 

The construction of improved roads was important to the residents of Carroll County. 'She Biennial Report 
indicated that "The sentiment for better roads is good throughout the county and a strong tendency toward 
permanent construction is e v e w h e r e  manifest." ' 

Very little is known about the histosy oEBusch other &an its p s t  offrce was established in 1905. Apparently 
i t  has always been just a small crossroads settlement along the highway with the post office mainly serving 
the area's rural residents.' 

However, by December 1924, the Busch segment of the highway was in place as an unpaved road and had 
been designated Highway A-3. Hi ghaTays with an "A" designation were Primary Federal Aid Roads tvhil e 
highways marked with "C" designations were connecting state roads and highways with "B" designations 

- Coltun~srailrvud&1ownsh@mapof4rkansns. Map. KewYork, D. F. Shall, 1554. 
Arkansas State Highway Cornmssion. RoadMup gfArKansas. 1916. 
Third Biennial Repor? offhe Department of Stale Lands, Htghways, nnd Improl*ernenrs. Publisher unknown, c. 19 18, p. 25. 

' Ibid. 
Baker, Russell Pierce. From Memdag to Xorsk. A H ~ ~ f o r i c a l  D1recror-y of Arkansas Post Oflcc~s, 1832-1971. Hot Spnngs, AR: 

.4rkan,as Genealogical Society, 1998 p. 34. 
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were Secondarq. Federal Aid ~ o a d s . ~  The highway retained the A-3 designation for only a short period - it 
was redesignated Arkansas 72 (although Arkansas 12 also used the route) by 1926. l o  

Unfortunately, the biennial reports of the State Highway Commission for the late 1920s and early 1930s do 
not give any information on the paving of the Busch segment. However, it is possible to determine from the 
state highway maps of the period when the paving took place. In 1930, Arkansas 72 in Carroll County was 
unpaved. However, by 193 1 all of Arkansas 7 2  between Eureka Springs and Gateway had been paved. The 
paving ofthe highway also brought wizh it a new designation. By 193 1. the highway was redesignated V.S. 
62." 

'he topography of the area in the vicinity of the Busch Segment is quite rugged. The WPA Guide ro 1930s 
irkamas describes U.S. 62 west of Eureka Springs by saying: 

West of Eureka Springs U.S. 62 passes through the most rugged country 
of its entire route, skirting canyons 500 or 600 feet deep and rearing over 
summits that reveal similar canyons winding away to the horizon. The road 
reaches White River's most impressive gorge at IKSPIRATTON POIKT, 45.9 
m. In winter the base brown hills, fading i n b  the characteristic smoky blue of 
the Ozark horizon, give the vista a resemblance to ARzona mesas. Spring 
covm them with tones of geen and blue found nowhere but in the Southern 
mountains. On the far side of the valley range after range of hills, rolling 
northward into Missouri, repeat the pattern. 

Thc hghway descends steeply and crosses WHITE RnrER, 46.4 rn. 
Once the valley has been passed, the country becomes surprisingly flat." 

The rugged beauti f i l  scenery of western Carroll County is still visible from the Busch Se-pent as well as the 
current alignment of L.S. 62. 

This particular section of highway, which consists of a series of sharp and sweeping tums that follow the 
topopphy of the area, would have been a very dangerous section of highwaq; especially given its narrow 

4 Map of Sme afArknnsos Showcng Sysrem of  prima^ and Secondary Federal A id Roads and Progrew oflmprovements. Lrrtle 
ock Arkansas Stare Hlghu3y Department, 1924. 

- '' ~Wup ufStare of Arkansas Showing System ofPrimag and Secand~ry Federal Aid Roads and Progress o/lmpxmemen%. Little 
Rock: Arkansas State Hrghway Department, 1926. 
1 I Oficia Highwuy Servlce Map L~sued by the Arkansas Sfale Highwqv Commrssion. Little Rock: Arkamas State Highway 
Comrnisioa, June 1,193 1 and January I ,  1932. 
'' West, Elho~t. ?Te W.4 Gt~ide lo 1930s Arkamar. Lawrence, KS: University Press af Kansas, 1987 reprint of 1941 
publication, p. 264. 
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width of approximately 16 feet. Tn addition, the sharp curve and narrow bridge at the Wute k v e r  crossing 
would have been increasingly dangerous as the size of cars and trucks grew during the 1940s and early 
1950s. As a result, by the 1950s, it was decided to by-pass and straighten out the section. A new route for the 
highway, built to the north and east of this alignment, weas constructed in 1950-1952, and remains in use 
today. '3 

Today, the route of U.S. 62, is the main highway between Piggott and Fayerteville in northern Arkansas (and 
ultimately connects El Paso, Texas, with Siagara Falls, h'ew York), and has been for many years. h e  to the 
amount of traffic that uses the highway:. mucla of the road has been upgraded to current highway standards. 
Early sections of the highway are rare, especially ones that are still drivable. As a result, the c. 1 932 

, ~lignment of U.S, 62 in the Busch vicinity remains an extremely intact example of early high~t~ay design and 
construction, and a tangible reminder of early highway travel in Carroll County. 

STATEICTEYT OF SIGNFICANCE 
Old U.S. 62, Busch Segment, is being nominated to the National Regster of Historic Places with local 
significance under Criterion A for its association with the development of Arkansas highway culture. Old 
L.S. 62, Busch Segment, is the longest and most intact portion of the c. 1932 ali-gnment of U.S. 62 in the 
Busch vicinity of Carroll County. The highway section was the main automobile route in that part of Carroll 
County from the time of its construction in c. 1 932 until the current US. 62 was built to the east and northeast 
of it in 1952. Old U.S. 62, Bwch Segment, is being submitted to the National Register of Historic Places 
under the multiple property listing "Arkansas Highway and Transportation Era Architecture, 191 0-1965" in 
conjunction with the historic context '"kansas Highway History and .4rchitecture, 191 0- 1965." 

" Yeager, Sydney. '"U.S. 62 \h j te  River Bridge, Eureka Springs vjc., Carroll County, .4rkansas." National Register of Historic 
Places Regatration Form. From the files of the Arkansas Histonc Presen~tion Program, 2007. 
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ADDITIONAL WTYls: 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRlPTXON 
Beginning at the Carroll County Road 173 and L.S. 62 intersection, the alignment proceeds south and east to 
the Carroll County Road I73 and Carroll County Road 109 intersection. Then it p r o d s  south and east 
along Carroll County Road 109 to the U'hire River. The boundary then proceeds across the U'hite River over 
the remaining piers of the M i t e  River Bridge to Carroll County Road 1 07. Finally. the boundary proceeds 
south and easterly along Carroll County Road 107 to i t s  intersection with L.S. 62. The width of the 
boundary- includes 10 feet on either side of the c. 1932 highway centerline. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATIOK 
This boundary contains the most intact pofiion of the c. 1932 alignment of U.S. 62 in the Busch vicinity of 
Carroll County. 
















