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oJHjsioric Places Regis~rarion Form lNallormil Register Bulltiin 16A). Complete a c h  item by rnarhng "f" In  kc appropnare box or by cnItring  he inforrnauon 
rtqusfcd. If an item docs not apply to tk propmy bctng do:umcniul, mrcr "I\l!A1' for 'hot  appl~cable." For ?u"unctions, arch~tectuml clamficat;on, materials, and 
a m  of significanct, mta only categona and subcategorier, from Zhc instructions Place additional entits and narrntlve items on conticuatlon sheets flFS Form 
30-90Qa). Usc a typtwrircr. wrd pmmsor. or computer, to complete all items. 

1. Name of Property 

historic name Chicot County Courthouse 

other namsisite number CH 00 13 

2. Location 

s t~ee lk  nuder 108 Main St. 17 not far publication 

city or tow .Lake Villa~e tichis 

state Arkansas' . code AR county Chicot code 017 zip code 71653 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

* hs the desigrted authorin, under the Na!tonat H~s~uric Pmcrvaflon act, as amended, I hmby ccrtlfy [?lax th~s  nomrnaaon 
rqucst for determination o f  eligibility mct~ the docummtaZion standards for rcgistming proptrhtr tn the Natinnar Rcgrster oiHisrwic 
Ptaces and meets the prnccdnnl and professional requirerrsnts; set for IFI 36 CFR Part 6@. In my oplrion, the pniperly mts 

docs not mce; the National Registcr cntaia. I rccornmend that this property be considerrd significant 
ally. (See conunuallon sheet for additional c 

Stgnartlc of c r n ~ ~ > i n g  oficlalJT>:lc 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program - 
SLate or redera! agmcy and bumu 

In my opinion, lhe propcrty meets B- notmeet-a. (a Set Cont~nua:im shacr for addttonal 
comments ) 

S!gnatu:c o f  cerhfying officiaL71tle Date 

Stare or Federal agency a d  bureau - - 

4. Katianal Park Service Certification 
I htrchy c m t y  that !he provrty i s :  Sf gnasre of the Keeper Dm of Action 

n tntmd rn the National Rcais:a. - > - - 
Sce continuation she! ' A . 

I7 determined eligible for the 
- Nat~onal Register 

a See continuaSm sheet 
detmlned not eligible fw the 

Natianaf Rqisra. 
remo~ cd from the NationaI 

Rgisrer. 

13 orher. [explain ) ' 



Chicot Counhr Courthouse 
h ' a ~ c  oi Property 

Chcot County, Arkansas 
Counry and State 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Ca legor?: of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many box- as avpty) (Check only one box) ( 7 h  not lnclude previow!y listed resou:cu in count.) 

I3 primte 

public-local 
public-State 

public-Federal 

building(s) 

I7 district 

Q site 

17 smchve 

a object 

Contributing Noncanrributing 

1 buildings 

sites 

1. objects 
1 1 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Ecter "NA" ~f property is not par: of a mltiple  p r o p z q  Tist~ng.) in the National Register 

6 .  Function or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions 
(En13 ca'pgona from inshuchons) (Enter categoria h m  insmctions) 

GOI'ERNMENT: courthouse GOVE- courthouse 

Architect aral Classification 
(En73 catcgorls from insbuctians) 

MODERN MOVEMENT: Art Deco 

Materials 
(Enter catcgonw from rnsbxtiong] 

foundlation BRICK 

~.alls BRICK 

roof ASPHALT 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Dercribc the hinonc and current condition of the properr,, on onc or more conbnuztion sheets.:~ 
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8. Statement of Si~nificance 
I 

2 pplicable National Register Criteria Leveb of Significance (local, smte, national) , 

ark 'k" ~r :  anc or more boxer for h e  criteria qualifylog the property mC.4L 
r a r  h'atiorral Rcgistcr lisnng.) 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our hstorqp. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

Areas of Significance . (En-- categories From instrdctions] 

P O L I T ~ C S ! G O V E R h ~ T  
ARCHITECTURE 

C Propeq embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a tpe ,  period, or method of construclion or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance 
indivjdual disrinction. 1956 

f, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistoy or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark 'k" in art the boxes thai apply.) 

Property is: ~ 

A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious p u p s e s .  

0 B. removed fiom its original location. 

Signiiican t Dates , 

1956 

Si@cant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked) 
. , 

C. birthplace or p v e  of a historical figure of outstandrng 
i r m n a n c e .  CuEtural Affiliation (Conipletc if Crirerion D is marked) 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a cornmernmtive propem 
Architectlsuilder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significanct 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the s~gn~ficance of Be prJpmty an one or more con~inuation s k t s . 3  

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliographv 
(Cite rhe M-, hcles ,  and ~ t k r  SMCCS used in preparing this f o m  on on or mme con tlnuarlon sheen.) 

Previous documentation on file o: Primary Iocafion of additional data: 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 State Historic Presesvation Office 
CFR G?) has been requested Other State Agency . 

previously listed in the Narional Register Federal Agmcy 
Prewously determined eligible by the National 'O Local Government 
Regisler Ihiversity 

designated a National Historic Landmark Orher w 
17 recoded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 

# 
Cj recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record 4 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of F roperty Less than one acre 

U'M References 
(Place add~t~unal  UTM references on a continuation s k t . )  

1 15 659901 3 689363 
Zone ' ' East~ng Nonbing 

3 - 
Zone Easting Nonh~ng 

4 

See continuation shtet 

Verbal'Bonndary Description 
(Describe the boundancs of the p r o m  on a cmrinuation sheet ) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why rht haadat in  w m  seltcted on a continuaurn shect) 

, . 

11. Form Preaared RY 

. . I .  

naw'title Glint Pumphrey ,' Intern 

organization Arkansas Historic Prcsenation Progmm date July 19,2005 

sacet & number 1500 Towr  Building, 323 Center Street telephone (501) 324-9880 

city or town 'Litfle Rock state AR zip code 7220 1 

Additional Docnmentation 
Suinu: :bc fo l i cu- rg  i:e-ns n:ta the completed form 

Continuatioh Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicamg the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or nurnemls resources. 

photographs - .  

~e~iisentative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items . . 
(Check w7:h t h t  SHPO w FPO for any additronal i t e r n  ) 

Propertv Owner 
(Com~le fc  :h- rrern at [he requesl: of SHPO or m0.) 

name ~li icot  County Judge 

smxt & number 108 Main St. telephone 870-265-801 5 

city or town state AR zip code 7 1 65 3 

Pnpewrk  Red~et lon  A d  S t ~ t m c n t :  l%s informahon i s  being collected for applicarions ro the Nzbonal N s r m  of Hrstotjc Places to nominal= pmptmes for 
lisung or determine cltgibrlity for lisvng, ro l ~ s t  properties, and to a m d  cxist~ng listing. Response to &is requcs: is : q u i d  to obtain s benefit m accordance 
wth the Xat;caal Histonc Pmewar~on Act. u amended (1 6 U S.C. 470 e:seq,) 

Esfimsted Balden Statement: hrbltc reporting burden for this form i s  estimated to avaagt 1 R 1 houn px m p o n s e  including time for micwing irsmcr~ons. 
eathering and main'tainmg data, and comp:enng and rgriewing the form Dlrrcl commcnls rcpardmg this brnden estimate or any aspect a h i s  form to the Chief. 
Xdmin!strattve Serv~ces Divrsion, National Park Sew~ce, P. 0. Box 37 127, Washington. DC 21301 3-71 27; and rhe Office of ~Managcmcnr and Budgtt, Papmm:it 
Reduc!im Rojccis jiF24-0018), Warjktngton. DC 20303 
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Summary 

A generally rectangular, monolithic structure, the Chicot County courthouse was built in 1956. Its three 
stories and basement include several features of the Art Deco architectural style. Towering window casings, 
scmll relief detailing, and Art Deco-inspired ironwork give the courthouse a look unique to the area. The 
building stands large1 y unaltered, with the exception of a utility shed and radio tower on the north wall, The 
grounds-which af so indude a centennial marker and numerous live oaks and mapolias-are within sight 
of Lake Chicat. 

Elaboration 

"hough the stmcture is generaIIy rectangular, there are small wings projecting symmetrically fiom the ends 
df the southern elevation, The building's three stories s i t  on a continuous brick foundation that allows for a 
basement. Bricks were also used for the construction of the walls, whch reach to a flat, built-up tar roof. 
Small, one-story concrete porches with flat roo& are centered on the east, south, and west walls. These are 
topped with varying centrally-placed casement and transom windows. In general, a11 first- fl aor windows are 
four-paned awning, second-floor windows are casement, and third floor windows are casement or casement 
topped with transom. The chimney is centered on the exterior of the north elevation flanked by the utility 
building. The radio tower is attached to the chimney. 

Noticeable are the Art Deco-inspired decorations that adorn the courthouse, The vertical emphasis that is 
characteristic of the styIe is reflected by the continuous concrete casing that spans the second and th i rd-s tq  
windows. Scroll relief detailing can be found above the front door, an the side entqwaqs, and under two side 
windows. Also characteristic of the style is the ironwork placed in front of the transom window that tops the 
h n t  door. Like most Art Deco buiIdings, the roof has no cornice. 

Shielded by live oaks and magnolias, she southern elevation senres as the h n r  of the courthouse. The main 
entrance consists of double glass doors topped by a transom window that is ornamented with Art Deco 
ironwork. Encasing the door and window is a 'large concrete entryway that Rses two stories in height. 
Centered on the top of the entryway is a scroll relief of the Roman sgrmbolfaces, which is said to represent 
authority. Flanking the entry on each side of the first floor are three awning windows, and on the second 
floor are three sets of two casement windoups, The third floor features nine sets of casement windows topped 
with two-paned transom windows. Above that, letters proclaim "Chicot County Court Rouse." The two 
mall wings projecting symmetrica!ly from the ends of the this elevation each have two casement windows 

on the first floor, and two sets of casement mindouts on the second and third floors. ~ o n c s t e  casing 
surrounding each set of second and thrd-floor windows provides the vertical feel of the Art Deco style. 
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The east elevation commands the best view of Lake Chicot. Stairs lead to double glass doors encased by a 
smaller, single-story concrete entryway. Each side of the entryway is decorated with Art Deco scroll relief. 
Above the centered entqway is more scroll relief and a set of casement windows topped by a hvo-paned 
transom window. On each side of the entryway is one ammine window, and oa the second and third floors 
are two sets of casement windows. 

The north elevation of the building is the most modified. The central and tallest section of this side is 
divided by a central chimney and its attached radio tower. Flanking its base an the left is a double glass door 
and two awning windows, and on the right is a utility shed. Closest to the chimney on the second floor are 
casement windows, two sets on each side. Separated from those a shorE distance by brick i s  mother set of 
casement windows. The third floor windows are amnged identically but have two-paned transom windows 
above the casements. The window arrangement on the outside sections of the north elevation is nearly 
identical that of the south elevation wing projections. The only difference is the inclusion of three awning 
windows on the first floor of the north elevation instead of  the two found on the south. 

Similar to the east elevation is the west elevation, Srairs lead to double glass doors encased by a smaller, 
single-story concrete entryway. Each side of the entryway is dewrated with Art Deco scroll relief. Above 
the centered enrq'u7ay is more scroll relief and a set of casement windows topped by a two-paned transom 
window. On each side of the entqway are two awning windows, and on the second and third floors are two 
sets of casement windows. 

The courthouse continues to maintain much of its historic integrity, Most changes made to the exterior have 
been minor, and have not significantly affected the structure. A utility shed to house the heating and air 
conditioning units. handrails for the stairs, a radio tower, security cameras, and wiring were all added to the 
outside of the building in order to meet modem demands. 

The centennial marker is listed as a non-contributing resource because it does not add to the architectural or 
governmental significance for which the courthouse is being nominated. Neither Art Deco styling nor 
government administration is reflected by this site feature. 
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Summary 

The Chicot County Cousthouse is being nominated to the National Register o f  Historic Places with local 
significance under Criterion A for its role in the governmental administration of ChEcot County. Tt is dso 
being nominated with local significance under Criterion C as a good example of the Art Deco architectural 
style in Lake Village and Chiwt County. 

Historica~ Background 

The current Chicot County Courthouse, constructed in M e  Village in 1956, is the successor of several 
courthouses in several locations, The county was officially formed on October 25, 1 823, from a part of 
\rkmsas County, one of the state's original five administrative subdivisions. Residents chose the French 
~d Spanish settlement of Villemont as their first seat of government, but that decision was reconsidered as 
the Mississippi River began to tear away at the community's riverfkont. Around 1 83 8, the seat was moved to 
the old town of Columbia, md the first county courthouse and jail were built. Tragically, in 1 8 55,  Columbia 
met the same watery fate as Villemont, and the citizens were forced to more their government once again. 
This time they chose Masona at the head of Bayou Macon, a location that could be described as temporary at 
best. No permanent go\-ernmental buildings =ere constructed in the community, and the county seat moved 
just two years later, to i t s  current location. Lake Village welcomed the county government in 1 857, and 
plantation ouner J o h  Sumner donated land for the construction of permanent administrative buildings. A 
brick courthouse and jail were erected that same year on the banks of Lake Chicot. In 1 907 the fi fty-year-old 
courthouse was demolished to make way for n new buff-brick structure with a Classic portico and four pillars 
of pieced stone. This beautiful neoclrtssical building burned and was replaced in 1956 by the existing 
courthouse. 

The county hired architect Herbert Voelker to design their courthouse, his first and only in Arkansas. A 
graduate of Texas A&M, Voelker gat his start in I 9  T 6 designing homes, commercial buildings, and public 
stsucmres in Wichita Falls, Texas. In July 1918 he formed a partnership with J.L. Dixon, and together they 
earned notoriety for ?heir Art Deco and Modme designs for public buildings in Texas. Having already 
drafted 1 1 courthouses in Texas h m  1928- 1 955, Voelker brought extensive experience to  the Cbicot County 
job. 

Mhen the courthouse wsis built in 1 956, Lake Village was experiencing a period of sharp economic decline. 
"he use of more efficient mechanized farming equipment displaced many former farmers and laborers. 
rhose without jobs either%oved to the cities to look for work or stayed in the atd and lived an 
impoverished life on the welfare roles. Businesses dosed and industry lost interest in the region. The Chicot 
CIPater Carnival, which had been a part of the county tradition for many years, was canceIled in 1957 because 
the lake had become too polluted. That same year Jack Rhodes was elected mayor of Lake Village, and 
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initiated a series of improvements in the area. He oversawr the construction of new buildings, the 
improvement of roads, and the extension of sewer lines. One of the greatest accomplishments of the era was 
the cleanup of Lake Chicot. The Iong process began when, on November 24, 1964, the Army Corps of 
Engineers held a meeting at the courthouse "'to initiate a new study on the feasibility of some project to clear 
up the lake." '5th the assistance of Arkansas Senator John McClellan and Representative David Pryor, a 
pPan was formulated, hnded, and finally completed in 1985. Engineers built several dams and a pumping 
plant, and the lake was restocked with fish. Because of the Chicot County Courthouse's role in the 
governmental administration of the county during this period, it is being nominated to the Kational Register 
of Historic Places with local significance under Criterion A. 

Architectural Significance 

Many Art Deco public and commercial buildings were constructed during the 1920s and 1930s. By the 1956 
construction of the Chicot County courthouse, though, the popularity of the style had waned. Interestingly, 
the designers still included many Art Deco features. The vertical emphasis that is characteristic of the style is 
reflwted by the continuous concrete casing that spans the second and third-story windows. Also indicative 
of the style, scroll relief detailing can be found above the front door, on the side entryways, and under two 
side windows. Like most Art Deco buildings, the roof has no cornice. Because of such characteristics, the 
building is being nominated with local significance under Criterion C as a good example of the Art Deco 
architectural style in the area. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at the southwest comer of Jackson Street and Lake Shore Drive, proceed southerly along the 
westem edge of Lake Shore Drive to the northeast comer of the parking lot south of the Courthouse, thence 
proceed westerly along the north side of the parking lot to the east side of Court Street, thence proceed 
northerly along the east side of court street to the intersection of Jackson Street and Court Street, thence 
proceed along the south side of Jackson Street to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary contnins the land that is historically associated with the Chicot County Courthouse. 










