
I 

n.0 . ..,+I@ f q . 8  10-7.1~ 6-0 1- W O ~ $ - -  33 1 
, I ! I I 0 I I I\ II:I<IUK 

KAFIONAL PARK SERVICE 

lTIGXA1. XtZG:;15TEZ OF' HISTORIC PLACES 
I 
f 
I 
I 

XNVZI\k'.TO Y".' -- ~d8~~3INRTi[ ON FORM I 
SEE l;\ESTRUC'FlfONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS ! 

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE S5CTIONS 

NAb1E 
I I 
I 

+ilsroRlc 
Bradley C o m e  Courthome and Cocnty Clerk's O E Z i c e  ,g/?oDO/ j 

APJDIOA COMMOM 

STREET & NUM BEA I 
courthouse Square ,NOT FOR PUBUCAT ION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESS1OMAC DISTRICT I 
' A T V e l  - 'A Cl MI TY OF Fourth 1 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
1 

aradley 011 ,I 
Arkansas 05 

I1 

  CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERS HI^ STATUS 

-DlSTAICT XPUSLIC ~ Q C C V P I E O  

X_BUILD!NG(S) -PRIVATE ,UNOCCUPIED 

-STFIUCTUF?E -BOf H -WORK IN PAdGRf SS - -SITE PUBLIC ACQUISFTION ACCESStALE 
-0SJECT -IN PROCESS -YES' RESTRICT ED 

,BEING COMSIDEAED X -YES: UNAESTRICED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE I 

AGRICULTURE ,MUSEUM 

,COMMERCIAL ,PARK 
I 

-EDUCATIONAL ,PRIVATE EnESIDENCE ! 
-ENTERTAINMEMT -REUGIOUS 
X 

-GOVERNMENT -SUFH?fFIC 
I I 

,IHOUSTALAL -TRANSPORTATION 
i 

-MILITARY -OTH E Rn I - ~ O I V N E R  OF PROPERTY I ! ,  
I 

mAME 

Rradley County (James W. Earnest , County Judge 1 
STREET k HUMFl5R 

Braaev c&nty Courthot%Se 
CITY.TOWN STATE 

Warren ' - VICINITY OF Arkansas 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION t. j 
COURTHOUSE. 

1 

REGlSTAV OF OEEDSETC. Cir,-Uit Clerk ' s Cf f ice 1 
f TAEET5 NUMBER I 

aradley County Cowtheuse 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Xarren Arkansas a REPRESENTATION 1N EXISTING SURVEYS 

-.- -F LOERAL A T A T E  -CDUNtY -LOCAL 

OEPOSliORY FOR 

YURVEY RECOWIS 

CI If. TOWN SPATE 



cyg . DESCRIPTION 

CONDl-i:nN CHECK OWE CHECK ONE 
S . , . .FXCELlENr -DETERIORATED .-UNAU ERCO 

1 .  

-ORIGIN9C SITE 
x 

, GCOD -RUINS ._AL.'EREU -MOVED DATE 

--FPIR - b FIEXPOSLO 
- 

ClFSCalaETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL !IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL AW?CAHANCE 

Centered on the courthouse square i n  the southeastern Arkap-sas town of 
Warren, th2 Bradley County Courthouse is a two-story briclr structure 
w i t h  an unusual combination o f  classical  characteris t i c s .  The building 
was designed by Litt le Rock archi tec t  Frank W. Gibb and contracted by 
E. L. Koonm. 

An unusual feature of the building is its decorative usage of two colors 
of brick, The rusticated wall surface of brick on t h e  first f loor  level 
and brick quoins (almost resembling brick pilasters) are a distinctive 
characteristic of the bui ld ing .  Rest ing upon a brick foundation, t h e  
structure is covered by a pavilion roof, The building featares a water 
table and b e l t  course of cut stone. As in other courthouses designed 
by Fxank W. Gibb, the bui ld ing  consists of a central core flanked by 
w i n g s  and towers. Also typical of Gibb's des igns ,  the core of the 
building projects s l ightly.  

The facade (south elevation) is divided i n t o  three sections, The central 
core of the building is marked on the south by a white eaves ballrstrade. 
The e n t r y  is distinguished by a one-story flat-roofed portico supported 
by Tuscan columns. The soof of the porch is surrattnded hy a r a i l i n g  
with t u r n e d  balusters ,  i d e n t i c a l  to those on the  eaves balustrade. The. 
recessed e n t r y  is marked b y  a cut-stone arch w i t h  keystone &pa flanked 
by Tuscan pilasters, First floor windows are double-hung and covered 
hy awnings, Three windows span t he  wiclth of the second f loor  center  
facade. These w i i i d o w s  are paired, double-hung and topped by a round 
arched multi-light transom, painted white. A cut-stone keystone Lo 
found 6n eakl i  6f 'tlie'irindows .' ' Four brick pilastars w i t h  c ~ ~ e b s t o n e  
hases and Doric capitals separate and flank the three windows. 

Located on the east side of the facade is a two-and-one-Half story tow&, 
divided by a cut-stone water t ab l e  and cut-stone bel t  courses into 
three sections. The tower features, on the first floor l eve l ,  a stngle 
double-hung window on its east and south elevations,  and pairs of t a l l ,  
slender double-hung w i n d o w s  over which are a p a i r  of small arched windows 
topped by b r i c k  arches at the second l eve l .  The top .section of the 
b w e r  features arched opellings supgorted by small Corinthian columns, 
and denticulated cornice, capped by a pavilion roof. 

The dominate fea ture  of the bui ld ing  I s  the clack tower, located at 
the soutliwest corner of the bui ld ing .  The khrce-stage tower has the 
same grm~pinqs of windows as the Srna11gr t~wer w i t h  the exception of 
the upper level arched :~intlorus. On the clock tower these pairs of 
arched windows  are double-l~ung and feature small single-pane windo-& 
d i r e c t l y  nndernea th ,  u t i l i z i n g  t he  Lugsj.lls of the arched dindws  as 
e l  DentiPs are found in the cornice beneath t h e  four-.facad 
round clock, while above modillions arc used in combination w i t h  t h e  Cen-- 
t i c u l a t e d  coraica. The clook is flanked on a l l  four elevations by 
coupled Tuscan  brick pi las ters .  Surmounting the clock tower is a cu*o la  
wjith arched openings, denti led cornice and Ilexagonnl roof with  finial. 
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arched riindows w i t h  keystones, gauged brick vcrussoirs, denticulated 
cosnicos,  and the usage of t w o  colors of brick.  A cut-stone water table 
extends around t h e  e n t i r e  building.  The most distinctive fea ture  of 
the bui lding is the clock tower located on the southxest corner .  The 
main body of the tower is two-and-one-half stories with a Tour-faced 
clock located atop. Centered above t h e  clock is a cupola featuring 
archways, denticulated cornice and a hexagonal roof. 

Located d i r e c t l y  e a s t  of the courthouse is a one-story brick building 
w i t h  a high-hipped roof. Constructed i n  1890 this s t r uc tuxe  functioned 
as a County Clerk's O f f i c e .  The bui ld ing  is n o w  used as a l ibrary.  

Constructed in 1903, the Bradley County Courthouse stands in t h e  center  
of Warren's business district. As the largest and mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t  
structure in t h e  county,  the courthouse is an architectural and historic 
Landmark in Bradley County. 
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The largest number of architecturally significant public buildings in . . : . .  - 
Arkansas are the eourthous tterad over the stal ; counties. A , , .  - . - ., 
structural symbol of heri  rernment, the counkl .house serves , .,; 
as the center of local political activity. Often the largest . and . most - , -  .,:-, 
eos t ly buildh se courthouse is a11 .ways a source 

- . of pride to t l  meed and make use. ( . .. ,f aeilities . . ., : ,:, - . ,- --.. . - 
i .. . ' - 8 , -  - , J  

Bradley Count? s situated in the southeastern part of the : -,-, ; ,. 
state. The et 659 square miles and ranges from 102 feet to , 

,300 feet abovt The county's .most southern poin t  is -only ., - >..., .. - 
e i g h t  miles fromthe Arkansas-Louisiana border. A wide.centra1 forest: . : . . .  

. . land called the Prairf e Terrace is found w i t h i n  ' the county's boundaries, .- : -: 

nost a1 
BE i t s ,  

. .. 

r . . - 
Captain Rqlh Bradley, while with General Andrew Jackson at. New ~rleans, ; . , p  I. 
had learned of kheArkansas country. In1818 he'anda..£wof.his. . -  .-- - . ,F+> i$ : tp , .  

neighbrs came up the Red River on an exploring expedition. Around ' . . . . . .,, 1 

1825 Captain Bradley and h i s  company, setclqd on tge .Sal@,e,Rivex5,. - - just  +,*: ;.:: . 
/ 

. . +  

east of what is now Warren. . . 

Bradley County, at the time of its formation December 18, 1840, comprised 
all of the kerritory now included in Cleveland, Lincoln, Ashley and,: , ,. 
Drew Counties. %'he seae of government was established at t he  home of . ., 

Captain Bradley with the f irst  county court being held there on April 5, . ~ 

1841. In 1842, the town of Warren, named for Captain Bradley's slave, 
was laid out oh a-donated tract of land about forty acres in size. In 
1843, a courthouse bas constructed on the same spot which is now used 
as the courthouse square. This building was of:log.constl uring " 

a fireplace on either end, 
, feat 

. . 
By 1858 a new courthouse was needed to house the Bradley County government, 
Contractors Sweeney, Copeland and Penqipgton,were hired to cons truc t  a 
new couxthause . Completed in 1862 'at a cost of $7,498, the new building ..- ---..-- ..: . . .. was a two-stary brick structure covered in sbuc~o. 

- -. 

The present Bradley County Courthouse, the third to be located on the 
was constructed in 1903. Architect Frank W. Cibb of L i t t l e  Rock desig 
the building with E. t, Koonce as contractor. 

The Bradley County Courthouse is an impressive two-story brick s t r u c t ~ ,  
ictive features of the building include brick quoins, . .  
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Hipped roofed w i n g s  contain east and west elevation entries. The single 
door entries are marked by a one-and-one-half story gabled bay with 
dent icdated  cornice. A pair of double-hung windows are located at 
the story-and-a-half level  of the bays. 

The north elevation of the building is divided into three sections, composed 
of the central core and east and west elevation wings. Window design 
is the  same as on the facade w i t h  three arched windows in t h e  center of 
the second story. 

Interiors o f  t he  Bradley County Courthouse remain minimally altered, 
containing colorfully patterned ceramic tile floors and decorative 
central stairways. There have been no additions made to t h e  building. 

The County Clerk's Building is located to the east of the courthouse, 
Built:  in 1890, the small, pavil ion roofed,  one-story brick strcucture is 
now used as a library. 

The Bradley County Courthouse, as one of t h e  most architecturally 
s ignif icant  structures in the couttty, is an i m p o r t a n t  local landmark. 
In excellent condition, the courthouse has long served a central role 
in the political and governmental life in Bradley County. 
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