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1. Name of Properly 

historic name Cottonwood School ft45 

other nameslsite number 

street & number Cottonwood and Dubuque Road not for publication 

city or town Self [XI vicinity 

srate Arkansas code AR counlrq. Boone code 009 zip code 72662 

3. StateFederal Agency Certification 

As rhe de@ated authori~ undcr rht Nntionnl klistoric Preservat~on AcL as amended. E hereby ceni@ that t h i s b  norn~nation 
request for determinalion otclig~hility mccls the documentation standards fw registering ptopcnies in rbr National Register of Historic 
Placez and mcm the pcoadural and prokssional, rcqulrcmenls set for in  36 CFR Pm 60. In my opinion, the property meets 

- I do- not meet the National Rezistrr criteria. I recommend that t h i s  pro~erty  be c o n s i d d  siwifican~ 
ion sheet f i r  addilkma1 

bl)atc ' 
Ahansas Historic Preservation h , m m  

State or 1:rdcral agcncy and Sweau 

In my opinion. [lie property 0 meets d w s  not meet the National Register criteria I I ~  See Continmarlon sheet Tor addirionnl 
comments.) 

Signature of ~tTtibin5 of'ficial~itle Dart 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Sewice Certification 

1 hereby cenifv that rhe propen). is: S~gnarure of the Keeper Dare of Acr~on 

enrered tn h e  Ksnonal Register. 
Seecont~nuationshcct 

[7 dekrmincd eligible for the - 
Naional Register. 

C] See continuati~n sheet 
determined not cligible for the 

Naional Rcgisar. 
removed from Ihc Nmtional 

Rc~ister .  - 

TJ orkr.  (explain:) 
- 
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5. Classiftcat ion 

ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
il :ck as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do nor include previously listed resources in coun~)  

-< 

private 

public-local [7 district 
Contributing Noncontributing 

public-State site 1 1 buildings 
structure 0 0 sites 

object 0 0 structures 

0 0 objects 

1 I Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Enter "Nli\" if propeny is nor part oCa rnulliple properly listing.) in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

EDUCATION: school DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter caegories from instructions) 

Bunga1ow:Craftsman 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instrucrions) 

foundation CONCRETE 

walls STONE 

roof ASPHALT 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Dcscribe the historic and current condition ot'thc property nn one or more continuation sheets.) 



Cottonwood School 345 Boone County, Arkansas 
County and Stare 

8. Statement of  Significance 

' oplicable National Rqister Critcria 
lrl; "K" In one or more bows for rhc crirerta qualifying rhc pmperty 

lor  Nntional Rcgistcr listing.) 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
otlr bistory. 

R Property is associated with the lives of  persons 
significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characreristics 
of a type. period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considenations 
(Mark "x*' in dl the boxes that apply.) 

Levels of Significance (local, state, national) 

E,ocal 

Areas of Signifimnce [Enter categories from instruc~ions) 

EDUCATTOY 
ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 

Significant Dates 
1976 

Property is: 
l-j A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 
Significant Person (Complete if Criterion O is marked) 

J B removed from its original location. NfA 

C. birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
importance. Cultural Affiliation (Complete if Criterion D is  markcd) 

D a cemeten.. NIA 

E a reconstructed building, abject, or structure. 

r] F a commemorative property 
ArchitecUBuilder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Tom Morris 
within the past 50 years. Charles Kennedy 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the slgnilicancr o f  nhe pri&-ttrt)- on one or more continuation skt&.) 

9. Major Bibliographfcal References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articla. and olhcr sources uxd in pparing this form on one or more continuation sheers,) 

Previous docnmen tatian on file (MI'S): Primary tocation of additional data: 
preliminary determination o f  individual listing (36 IX] State Historic Preservation Ofice 
CFR 67) has been requested Other State Agmcy 

7 previously listed in the National Register Federal Agency 
: Previously determined eligible by the National: Local Government 

' Register University 
designated a National Historic Landmark Other 

C] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 
# 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 



- 
' Record # 



Cottonwood School ff45 
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10. Geographical Data 

-reage of Property Less than one acre. 
-*, 

UTM References 
(Place additional U I 3 - l  references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 15 490840 4028690 
Zone Eating Northing Zone Esting Monh ing 

4 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
A part of the South half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 3, Township 20 North. Range 20 West, Boone County, Arkansas, 
more particularly described as E0'54"E 1070.85 feet, thence N 87 deg. 0OV00"'E I 116.62 feet to a fence comer for the point of 
beginning, thence N 89 deg. 28'01"' E 146.20 feet to a fence for the point of beginning. thence N 89 deg.  28'01"E 146.20 feet to a 
fence comer, thence S 30 deg. 26'45" E 188.2 1 feet to a fence comer, then S 30 deg. 26'45" to a fence comer, thence S 30 deg. 
26'45" E 18.46 feet to the center line of existing county road, thence with said center line S 56 deg. 26'15" W 144.45 feet. thence 
S 58  deg. 00' 13" W 159.03 feet, thence leaving said center line of existing county road N 00 deg. 4333" E 28.06 feet to a fence 
corner, thence N 00 deg. 43'35" E 3 12.91 feet to the point of beginning and subject to existing easements and county road right of 
way. 

Boundary Justification 
The nomination includes all of the property historicaIly associated with the Cottonwood School #45 and owned by the Dust 
family. 

I I .  Form Prepared By 

, neltitle Zac Cothren-National Register Historian 
.. . 

~~ganiaation Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date 7/3 1102 

street & number 323 Center Street Suite 1500 telephone 50 1-334-9880 

city or town Little Rock state AR zip code 72201 

Additional Documentation 
Submit thc foltoainy I!erns with the mrnpleted form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or IS minute series) indicating the propem's tocation 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white phatographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

-- -- . 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request olSfmO or FPO.) 

::,reet t!Z number telephone 

city or town state zip code 



P.aprnvork Rrducrlrrn Act St~tcmcnr: This information is  being collected b r  applications 10 tht National Register oTHistoric Places to nominwe pmwies for 
listing or detcrminc clrgibilirS. for I ~ s t i n ~  20 list properties. and to m e n d  mining I!!.ting. Respome to this request is rcquired to obtain a kncfir In amdance 
wirh the National 1-lisror~c Prcserva!inn .4a ar amended ( I  6 U S.C. 470 ef 5eq) 

Estimated Burden Stattmcnl: Public reponing burdm for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time fat revic~ing insrruaims, 
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Summary 
Built in 1926, the Cottonwood School ft45 was crafted by local workmen to serve as the community school 
for Self, Arkansas, situated approximateIy eight miles north of Harrison near Bear Creek. The school is a 
side gable-on-hip Craftsman structure sheathed in rubble stone veneer on a continuous concrete foundation. 
A centered porch supported by three battered posts on rubble stone piers dominates the front facade. The 
concre~e foundation above rubble stone extends from the main wall approximately eight inches. The school 
consisted of one room and two smaI! cloakrooms flanking the front entry. Today the school is a residence. 
All original six-over-six double-hung windows were replaced in the 1480s with modern one-over-one metal 
windows and several doors have been replaced. Recently the current omners removed these windou~s and 
replaced them with aluminum double-hung windows from Anderson (c). The glazing pattern replicates the 
original six-over-six configuration and the design was approved by AHPP as an adequate replacement given 
the expense of tvood tv-indows. 

,laboration 
The front, western elevation is lit at the northwest corner by two evenly spaced, one-over-one double-hung 
windows with concrete sills. .4 porch supported by three battered pasts on rubble stone piers is centered in 
this facade. Concrete boot scrapers are placed to the north and south o f  the two front steps leading to the 
porch floor. The pediment of the porch i s  composed of three sizes of weatherboard, which graduate from 
widest at the frieze to thinnest at the apex of the gable roof. Five brackets and a finial at the ridge elaborate 
the pediment. Centered above the porch frieze is  a concrete slab that reads "COTTONWOOD NO. 45" 
spelled out in  small stones. A border of stones lends a decorative touch. Pennies dating from 1926 were 
originally embedded in the concrete of the name slab. They have since been removed, however the 
indentations are still evident. The original school bell remains in the gable of the porch and can be rung by 
pulling on a cord in the porch ceiling. The front wall of the house under the porch roof is recessed 
approximately five feet. This wall contains a single-leaf door that has been removed and filled in with a false 
door of wooden planks. The original transom above the door has been removed and filled in with oak planks 
with battened supports. A small three-light window in the center of the wall has also been removed and 
replaced with a pair of battened wood shutters. A door to the right of the window is used as the main entry. 
Two more doors, one facing north and another facing south under the porch roof. haw been removed and 
filled in with battened planks. A pair of one-over-one windows lights the southu~est corner of the buiIding. 
A concrete cornerstone at the level of the foundation on the southwest corner reads: 

"OCT. 2,19261 
TOM MORRIS/ 

- CHAS. KENNEDY" 
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The southern elevation is fenestrated by two windows. The concrete cornerstone wraps around to this 
elevation from the west and is engraved with: 

"C0MM:J.H. RIDDLESPERGEW 
J.R. DOUGHN/ 
G.M. SHARPEl 

D1RE:E.R. PEMBERTON/ 
E.C. DICKEY/ 
LON MURPHY" 

A bracket and a small wooden finial are located at the ridge of the gable soor 

I . he rear, eastern elevation contains four windows albotle a concrete sill course. M e  of the windows have 
been infilled with battened wooden planks. The fourth window, which was originally a taI1, slender opening 
has been infilled at the top and replaced at the bottom half with a six pane v~indoul. An enclosed staircase to 
the basement t ha~  is connected to he rear elevation of the school extends east approximately five-and-a-hIf 
feet. Five windows fenestrate the northeast corner. The first window to the north of the ribbon contains a 
small fixed window above a wooden panel. A double-hung window opens beneath this configuration. The 
next window is infilled above a double-hung opening. The third window has been complete1 y inf~lled. The 
fourth window heading south mirrors the first window and the last window is similar to the second window. 
In 1997, an open wooden deck that wraps around the northeast comer of  the school was added to this 
elevation. 

The northern elevation is blank except for a single-leaf door topped with a concrete lintel at the northeast 
corner. A smalI sliding one-beside-one window has been added to the pediment of the gable-on-hip. 

Interior: 
The historic interior of the school included an eighteen-inch high stage, which covered the entire south wall 
of the building and extended approximately twelve feet into the room, The cEasssoom consisted of one room 
and two small cIoakrooms, one on either side of the fmnt entry, entered from the north and south doors on 
the porch. The floor was constructed of pine. 

'oday, the original pine tongue-and-groove flooring is still used in the home with the exception of ceramic 
, , le flooring in the kitchen. RemodeIing in the 1970s resulted in the convecsion of the building from school to 
residence. The modern plan includes a bath and three bedrooms on the north side of the building with a hat 1 
opening into the Iiving/dining/kitchen area. The original stage was converted to use as the dining area. In 
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I997 the present owmers created a pine-floored !oft from existing attic space. They also modified the two 
back bedrooms into one, adding a half-bath. 

Noncontributing p e s t  cottage: 
On the west side of the property, Steve Horensky, the ouner responsible for extensive remodeling in the 
1980s, constructed a twenty-bythirty foot building of viny I-sided concrete. Now senling as a guest cottage, 
the building originally served as Horensky's home. This building i s  considered noncontributing to this 
nomination. 
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The Self community is located approximately eight miles north of Harrison in Boone County. The families 
of Dan Jones, Walter Matlock, Jack Andrew, and the Doughtys and Riddlespergers first populated the area 
in the Iate 1800s. Access to Self was improved at the turn of the century with the completion of the St. Louis 
Southern and Iron RaiIroad in 1905. Later known a the Missouri Pacific, then the Union Pacific, and fmally 
the Missouri and North Arkansas Railroad, these tracks are still in use today. Located approximately haIf a 
mile from the Cottonwood School #45, the railroad intersects Dubuque Road, a gravel road constructed by 
the WPA (Works Progress Administration) originating from the settlement of Dubuque on the White River. 
Dubuque lay north of SeIf and is now submersed in BuIE Shoals Lake. 

Historical Background 
As with most rural communities, the railroad came to be the center of commerce for the Self community. A 
mail flag at the depot south of Cottonwood School allowed the train to be flagged down in order to ship 
'logs, railroad ties, cream, eggs, and other goods to surrounding states. A railroad siding and livestock pens, 

,- south of the depot provided storage aceas for the livestock and goads to be shipped. The first post office in 
Self was constructed east of the depot on Dubuque Road in 1906. Bill Self was postmaster there until circa 
1920, when the building became the Barnes Store for the next thirteen years. The post office was moved to 
the George Sharpe store north of the tracks and west of the intersection of Dubuque and Old Cottonwood 
Roads. In 1 937 Leonard Pernberton and his wife. Opal moved the Self Post Office south on Dubuque Road 
to their home. They continued to serve as postmasters until 1954. 

The education of the chiIdren of Self began in the early 1800s when settIer John Riddlesperger's wife taught 
her chiIdren and any others who were interested, in their home. The second school was located on a ridge 
north of the present Cottor~wood SchooI #45. A Iog cabin constructed on the bank of Bear Creek in the late 
1800s served as the third school. This structure was located in a grove of cottonwood trees and is thought to 
be the inspiration for the name of Cottonwod SchooI. 

Less than a miIe from the Cottonwood School stands the Cottonwood Cemetery and the adjacent Bethel 
Baptist Church. This building served as the o d y  church in the area until 1940 when their last preacher, Troy 
€off, no longer included Richwoods in his horseback circuit. Since the 1950s it has been used as  a private 
residence. The Bethel Church also served as the fourth local school in the early 1900s. Teachers there 
included Mrs. Pearl Small and Mr. Walter Harris. According to local resident Ermal (Pemberton) Andrews, 
Cottonwood won first place for severaI years in competitions with Bluff Springs School, north of Bear 
Creek. The children would travel to Bluff Springs and attend daylong community events competing in broad 
'~~mping ,  high jumping, foot racing and ballgames. 

-, 

The schooI at Bethel Church became overcrowded, so the community constructed Cottonwood School #45 in 
1926 to accommodate seventy students in the Cottonwood School District. The Iand was loaned by Earnest 
Pemberton for the use of a school. Tom Morris and Charles Kennedy from Omaha, Arkansas were hired to 
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provide assistance for community members who donated labor for the building materials. One room served 
as the classroom for all the chiIdren through the eighth grade. Children were transported to and from school 
by wagon, driven by George Sharpe. Mr. Sharpe began his route at a swinging pedestrian bridge across Bear 
Creek. In addition to its use as a school, this buiIding was home to various community events. John 
RiddIesperger 111, a former student, remembers mattress makings in 1 936- The school served in the summer 
of that year as a government subsidized industry utilizing cotton, ticking, and needles supplied by the 
government to upgrade old feather beds. The building was dso used through the years for community pie 
suppers, plays, rnusicaI sessions, storytelling, and various fundraisers. 

Agriculture was the main source of income for early SeIf residents. After the railroad arrived people found 
employment in railroad construction. The Depression and a draught in the 1930s depleted the population of 
Self as residents moved seeking work. Cottonwood School closed in 1945 due to this movement. The 

i tudents of Cottonwood attended Hopew-el1 schooIs until they were consolidated with Harrison a year later. 
, Yirith the closing of the school the property reverted to the ownership of Earnest and Eunice Pemberton, who 
originally donated the land for the use of the school. They were the first to use the building as a residence in 
1948. A partition dividing the cIassroom into two rooms was added at that time. The school served as a hay 
barn for a period in the 1 970s until Tom and WiIma Pemberton moved in. Steve and Fran Harensky updated 
the building through extensive renovations in the 1980s and lived there for a year. The current owners have 
resided in Cottonwood School #45 since 1996. 

Historic and Architectural Significance 
The Cottonwood School e4.5 turned residence, is an important reminder of the Self community. The building 
served as an educational center for Self's school children from 1926 to 1945 and provided a meeting place for 
residents to gather for community events. In the 1 930s Self s population began to drop and consists of a few 
dozen residents today. Early Self structures such as Bethel Church, John Riddlesperget's cabin, the Doughty 
House and the home of Mary Waldrup, teacher at Cottonwood #45 remain standing. The Cottonwood 
School takes its place beside these buildings as an important cornerstone in the community. Thus. it is being 
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places with local significance under Criterion A, as a symbol 
of community life of self and under Criterion C for its Craftsman architecture. 
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