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- I 
The structure is not much changed from the original. except tha t  st 
has been covered by Beaver Lake since 1966. fn times of low water, 
the  upper part of the structlrre is visLb1e and accessible, 

W, H. ' ' ~ o i n ' ~  Rarvey had intended to b k d  a structure whlch would 
contatn the history and artifacts of his historical period, and he 
determined that  a pyradd would be the most logical type of stzuc- 
ture for that purpose. To that end he began constructing a structure 
which resembled a pyramid frt its concept, but in fact  rms only a 
facade.on the s ide  of a smal l  hill. The facade bcluded  various 
vaults whfch w e r e  t o  contain the history and times of h i s  Era, thus 
chronicling the end of the American experiment. 

The structure was built  of concrete, overlaid with natural stone, 
and included s t e p s  ascending between the rows  of vaults. I t  was so 

I 
c~mstructured that the repositories could be uti l ized as benches, 
thus the whole thing could be used as an amphftheater. The structure 
fs butlr  on a northwest-s~utheast axis with the open side to the 
northeest , 

The structure was never completed, for the project came to  an end 
w i t h  the death of Harvey in 1936, Still, work had progressed to 
the point that this unique structure could be and was used as an 
amphitheater. A nearby g i r l s  school, now defunct, used the theater 
for production of plays, skits, and entertainment programs, The 
lower portion of the theater had a flat, paved surface b u i l t  around 
a na tu ra l  spring, and the whole project en-joyed much attention and 
use untfl the impoundment of the W t e  Mver created Beaver Lake, 
and inundated the site. 

Associated with the sfte was a resort with t w o  of the largest log . 
hote l s  5n the world, b u i l t  In 1904. Other development included an 
i~daar swimming pool, a golf course, a casino, dance pavilion, a 
bowling alley, and park areas. 
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The significance of Monte Ne is tethered to the significance of -5 ts . 
originator, W. H. "Coint' Harvey. As such, Monte Ne is signifjcant 
as an example of the despa&r.of the depression and the crushed dreams 
of one of America's foremost reformers. "CoTn" Harvey was an idealist, 
a man who bel ieved not only in the Uni ted  States but $II the perfett- 
abklity of our society. He was born in 1-Test VirgLnia In  1851 and became 
a schoolnastet at the age of 16; later he practiced law, establfshed a 
real estate busfnens, and owned a silver mine. In 1894,  he became a 
newspaper writer and the same year, wrote a book, "Coin's Financfal 
School," which sold t w o  m i l l i o n  copies its f irs t  year in p r i n t .  The 
book advacated free coinage of silver and was the basis for W i l l i a m  
Jennings ~ryan's presidential  campafgn in 1696. 

In the early 19001s,  Hasvey discovered a small valley 5n northwest 
Arkansas, bought 320 acres, and renamed the small community that 
was there Monte Ne, meaning "mountain waters,'' He developed a resort 
complex with a six-mile prlvate railroad i n t o  the valley. Guests were 
then transferred to gondolas to make t h e  half-mile t r i p  down a lagoon 
20 the resort hotels. Despite  the impresstveness of the resort, the 
resort failed, primarily to inaccessibility. 

After th i s  failure, Earvey again turned his interest to pol i t i ca l /  
economic interests and prophesied the end of our civillzat5on due to 
polilticaf. corruption and inevitable w a r s .  Then, in 1320,,he had an 
idea to b u i l d  a pyramtd t o  house information that would tell future 
generations the story of the fall of t h i s  civilization. The pyramid 
was to be 130 feet high so ft would be vis ible  when erosion completely 
f i l l e d  the valley. The top of t he  structure would have a plate with 
this message mitten in many languages, "When this can be read, go 
below and find the cause of the death of a former civi l tzat50n." 

In 1930, llarvey t r rote  another book, "The Book, '' whLch told of how the 
United Szatcs could achieve prosperity in 90 days. About the same 
t h e ,  he organized the " ~ i b e r t y  Patty ," and held a natf anal  converktion 
a t  Monte Re, and at 80 years of age, becan2 a presidential nominee. 
The platform of .the party was to control. the  citizen's weal th  and insure 
agafnst depression, After h i s  defeat, he was short on finances and at 
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the rime of his  death in 1936, the project still was not complete. i ' 
t 

Other books written by "Coin" include "Cornman Sense," 'Toin on 
Money, Trusts, and Imperialism," "A ~ a f e  of Two Nations," ""Paul's 
School of statesmanship, " and "The ~emedy  .'I 

The remains of Harvey" dream are l h i t e d  to the.partia1 pyramid 
in the shape of an amphitheater 15 feet long and 50 feet wtde. 
The 20-foot high structure is a silent reminder of a unique man and 

I 
I 

hfs  contribution to his  tory.  i 
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