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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Watson-Sawyer House, built in 1870, is a two-storey wooden structure. It
is of rectilinear shape and has a gable roof. As to architecture, the house
is best described as an eclectic "provincial” style.

The Watson-Sawyer House is symmetrical and well-balanced. The facade features

a centered two-storey portico supported by fluted Doric-capital columns. The
pediment of the portico features ribbon- -like woodwork, which terminates at

the drop point of the pediment. Similar ribbon-like wood trim decorates the
pedimenus of the gable ends. Pairs of windows with original shutters flank

the portico on both the first and second-storey levels. Simple molding

surrounds these windows. In keeping with the balance of the house, exterior-

end chimneys project from each gable end. The front entry features double-
paneled doors on both first and second-storey levels. These doors are surrounded
by sidelights and a multi-light transom.

A wide frieze surrounding the house is marked by paired brackets. These
brackets Feature drop pendants and give the house a distinctive aura.

The interior plan of the Watson-Sawyer House is organized as a large central
hallway with one room on either side. A single flight, one-run stairway

of walnut extends from the downstairs hallway to the second-storey. The
stairway features turned balusters. Mantles in the two downstairs in the
two downstairs parlors are elaborate in design, while those on the second
storey are plain. On the first floor the rooms feature paneled wainscot

and decorative cornice. The original oak floors remain.

In 1949 a one-storey addition was built onto the rear elevation. In 1961
the orignal sgquare porch columns were replaced with fluted columns taken
from an older house in Hamburg - - an older house which was bolng razed

The Watson-Sawyer House radiates an air of southern elegance as it rests
on a large piece of land, carefully landscaped. This significant Ashley
County structure remains in excellent condition.
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SPECIFIC DATES 1870 " BUILDER/ARCHITECT ' E. D. Watson

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located in the southeastern Arkansas town of Hamburg, the Watson-Sawyer
House rests on a tree-shaded lot near the downtown area. Built in 1870,

the house is constructed entirely of oak. The primary significance of

the Watson-Sawyer House lies in its architecture, which is best characterized
as "provincial" style. The two-storey structure is symmetrical and well-
balanced, with its center portico flanked by pairs of windows on either

side and paired decorative brackets on the cornice. The role the Watson
family has played in the area also lends significance to the house. BAs one
of the early settlers in Hamburg, E. D. Watson played an important role

in the development of the community.

E. D. Watson and his wife, Sarah, started west from South Carolina in the
early 1860’s in a covered wagon. They stopped in Tennessee for the birth
of their first child, then moved on to Ashley County, Arkansas. The Watsons
decided that the southern Arkansas area was where they would settle. Watson
opened a hardware store and in 1865 bought 160 acres from J. C. Waddell.
Close to the town of Hamburg where his business was located, the newly
acquired land afforded Watson a sense of establishment. He built a three-
room house on the land shortly after its purchase. By 1870, the Watson
family had grown to seventeen and the Watson Hardware business had prospered.
In that year Watson built for his large family an impressive two-storey
structure; it was very near the three-room house which Watson's family had

outgrown. The new addition became known as one of the finest structures in
Ashley County.

The Watson-Sawyer House has never been out of the Watson family. It is now
owned and occupied by a granddaughter of E. D. Watson. Undoubtedly this
background of ownership and occupancy has contributed to the house being

in such an excellent state of preservation today.




Arkansas Gazette. August 2, 1954,
Crossett News Observer. October 2, 1989.

Sawyer, Floie Watson. Personal interview at Watson-Sawyer House, Hamburg,
Arkansas, August 18, 1975.

Veazey, BAnn Etheridge, Family Bible Records of Ashley County, Arkansas. Hamburg,
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Arkansas Historic Preservation Program September 9, 1975
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
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Little Rock Arkansas

ESTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL . STATE_X_ LOCAL

As the designatad State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1968 (Public Law 89-6865). 1

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has n evaluated according to the
A\ ]

criteria and procedures set forth by the Nationa! Park Service. /4/27
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TITLE State Historic Preservation Officer DATESepternber 9, 1975
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