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—1400-1439 — ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —.CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—-1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE * __SCULPTURE
—.1606-1699 X ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART . —ENGINEERING -—MUSIC —THEATER
—.1800-1829 —COMMERCE X EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY _—_TRANSPORTATION .
X.1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT ——OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION ' . -
SPECIFIC DATES 1918 ] BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1918 at a cost of $11,000, the Watson House in Hamburg, Arkansas,
is an architecturally significant structure in its massive architectural design.
Not only significant architecturally, the Watson House is important in its
representation of one of the pioneer families who settled in Hamburg. The
house is set in a grove of large pin oaks, planted by the original owner, on

a corner lot- -two blocks from the downtown sguare.

In an area in which smaller

structures surround the property, the Watson House is a focal point in the
community. :

Designed and built by W. C. Major Bunn, the architecturally significant Watson

House is a two-story brick structure with large proportions.
covered by an intersecting gable roof with fan windows in the pediments. A
two-story portico which spans the width of two elevations features a flat

roof and denticulated cornice. The portico is supported by eight evenly

The house is

spaced round Ionic capital columns and surrounded on the second story by
a railing and balusters.

Skilled cabinetmaker E. T. Johnson of Hamburg worked on the construction of

the Watson House.
from an eastern Arkansas town.
and shipped to Hamburg by rail.

was originally from a previous house which stood on the property.

The stairway and flooring are of pine which was hauled
The huge columns were bought in West Virginia
The brick sidewalk leading to the structure

The original house on the property was bought by Fannie Mosley, grandmother of

the wife of David Watson.

Mosley family at one time.

The entire block was the property of the Watson-

The house was constructed by David Elijah Watson, son of Elijah David Watson

of MNorth Carolina.
wagon train in 1864.
is operating in the same location today.

The elder Watson camea to Ashley County, Arkansas, by .
In 1865 he began a hardware business in Hamburg, which
Elijah David Watson owned farm

land in the delta region of Ashley County, and in addition to his hardware

business, he maintained a "furnishing" business for local farmers.

David Watson married George Trezevant in 1896.

They had two children, Norman

Trezevant and, Floie. Mrs. Watson was never a healthy person and died in

i 1910 in Phoenix, Arizona while suffering from tuberculosis.

During her years

% Of residence in Hamburg, she was an active citizen in community affairs. Among
her activities, she drew the plans for the Presbyterian Church in Hamburg,
which is located only a block from the Watson House

e e aab et s
.
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David Watson attended school at the Acadeﬁy in Hamburg and at Vanderbilt in
Nashville, Tennessee. He was on the Board of Directors of the Hamburg Bank,
was a member of the Chamber of Commerce, was on the Flood Administration
Board during World War I and was active in local political affairs. His

son, Trezevant Watson, attended the Military Academy in Sweetwater, Tennessee.

The present owner of the house is the grandson of David Watson. Norman
Trezevant Watson, Jr.,graduated from Hamburg High .School, then joined the
Army ROTC. Lt. Col. Watson retired from the Army in 1975 and returned to
Hamburg where he operates the family hardware business.

The Ashley County Historical Society is aware of the historical significance
of the Watson House and hopes to obtain the structure and utilize it as-an
Ashley County Museum. As a representation of a pioneer family in Ashley
County and as an architecturally important structure in the City of Hamburg,
the Watson House is an historically significant structure.
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Dan Chapel, Architect and Sandra Tavlor, ﬁistorian

ORGANIZATION DATE

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 3-8-77

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
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Little Eock Arkansas

S'I‘ATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Hlstonc Preservanon Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and’ certify that lt has been evaluated according to the

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. U et ),: LT /» - 7
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ARKANSAS HISTORIC T
PRESERVATION PROGRAM
Suite 500, Continental Building, Main and Markham

_ Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 371-2763
February 3, 1977 -’

Mr. and Mrs. N. T. Watson, Jr.
300 North Cherry
Hamburg, Arkansas

Re: Watson House ] .
Hamburg, Ashley County

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Watson:

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National
Register nomination for the Watson House which -will be presented to the Arkansas
State Review Committee at their March meeting. If approved, the nomination will
be submitted to the National Register office in Washington for final consideration.

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings,
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation.

Entry in the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private
owner. It does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed
projects that might affect a National Register: property.

On October 4, 1976, the President signed a Tax Reform Act of which Section 2124 , '?
refers to tax incentives for historic properties. Enclosed you will find an -/
information sheet on that tax act.

If you have any questions concerning the program or.your property's nomination,
please contact Sandra Taylor of our staff. :

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign
and return the original to our office. The copy is for your files.. We would
appreciate receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of .
this property. If we do not hear from you within 30 days, your approval will

_be assumed.

Sincerely.
\.‘,;)a 3{5 A C(/Oo Hexrcl

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program _////////

I approve of the above prcperty being nominated 4

to the National Register of Historic Places. Yes No
Comments:

’ —_— - .
IR A ) N 7 _
. P —_

Date Signature

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMEINT OF ARKANSAS NATURAL & CULTURAL HERITAGE
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