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SESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The HalliBurton House is essentially a two-storey central
hall plan with ones room on each side. It is of rectilin-
ear shape with gable roof and outside end chimneys. A
one-storey portico of Doric order capped with balustrada
and heavy posts dominates the otherwise simple facade.

The exterior is of weatherboard siding. Avlackior orna- ‘
mentation and simple trim about the fenestration contribute -
to the unadorned colonial elegance of the HalliBurton: e
House.: : . : ‘ .

The interiors reflect the simple refihément of the hous=. Llf
The walls are of flush wood boarding with wallpaper -
applied. The original cypress floor planks have been

covered with new flooring. Interior trim and fireplace
mantels are plain. ‘

A significant numper of additions to the original struc-
ture have heen made to the rear of the house, nevertheless,
the form of the original structure is readily apparent.
The house has been continually occupied since its late
1850's construction, and is in a good state of repair.

' Siding on the south {(front) and east elevations 1is oricinal..

Some of the weatherboard siding on the west elevation has --

- been replaced.with new siding. The north (rear) elevation R
has been extensively altered by additions made about 193C.

_ These additions have altered the basic floor plan, making it.
U-shape rather than rectilinear. The original house forms ..
the south leg of the U-shape, with a one-storey garags -
addition forming the north leg. These alterations were ,
made when Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Shearer bought the Halli- ™

Burton House in 1930. , . L

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Schallhorn bought the house in 194237t
Except for adding green shutters to the facade, they mada -

no further changes. The house remains on its original
tree-chaded lot.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Most men important to Arkansas history in the 19th
century were immigrants from states further east.

One prominent example was Colonel William Henry Halli-
Burton (1816-1912), a native of Stewart County,
Tennessee, who moved wast as a young man to bacome a
leading citizen of Arkansas County, Arkansas.

Colonel HalliBurton was born in 1816. Like most
children of his day ha received very little formal
schooling. At age 17 he began clerking in a rural
store in his native county, and several years later
married a local girl, Catherine Alton. His military
title came about in 1839 when he was elected colonel
of the 113th Regiment of the Tennessee State Militia.

In 1845 Colonel HalliBurton moved to Arkansas Post.
Though he had only eight months of formal schooling
himself, he proved his claim of being "self-educated"
by becoming a school teacher at the Post. While
teaching he also studied law, and was admitted to

the Arkansas Bar in 1847. His long record of public
service began that same year when he .was appointed
both deputy clerk and deputy sheriff of Arkansas
County.

Tne Colonel's own memoirs describe his multiple duties
as an overworked county official in Arkansas' second
decade of Statehcod:

Wnile holding the two offices of Deputy Sheriff
and Clerk (simultaneously) I have many times
issued writs, then got on my horse and executed
them. In 1848 as Dsputy Sheriff, I opsnad Court,
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called the jurors, litigants, witnesses, etc., kept
the minutes of the day's proceadings and at the
close of the day adjourned the Court; after which I

wrote up the proceedings ready for 51gn1ng the next
morning.

In 1838 Arkansas County was divided with the southern half
becoming Desha County. This division left the county seat,
Arkansas Post, in the southeast corner rather than in the
center of Arkahsas County. Several years later the
citizens voted to move their county seat to a more
geographically centered location. Colonel HalliBurton was
commissioned to purchase land in the center of the county
on which to locate the new town.

In 1853 Colonel HalliBurton bought 160 acres of land in
the center of Arkansas County for $250.00. The uncleared
land was divided into lots and streets were laid. Colonel ‘“i
HalliBurton was commissionad to build a courthouse and '
jail of logs. The new town was named DeWitt in honor of
Dewitt Clinton (a town in north central Arkansas had
already taken the name "Clinton").

The .new county se2at quickly outgrew its log cour thouse,
and in 1860 Colonel HalliBurton was again commissions2

to supervise construction of a second courthouse. By
this t1m° he had moved his large family from the Post

to their new homes in DawWitt. The HalliBurton house on
HalliBurton Street was home to the seven children of the
Colonel's first marriage and the four daughters of his
second marriage.

Throughout the Civil War Colonel HalliBurton was a staunch
Confedsrate. On September 23, 1861, Confede rate President
Jafferson Davis named HalllBuruon as the chisf collector
of the Confad=srate War Tax Lor the State of Arkansas.

GPO 921.724
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During the early years of the war he moved his family to
Little Rock; however, when Federal troops tosk over the
capital city he moved his family &and pQSScsoio down

the Arkansas River by flatboat to Jefferson Counuy. After
staying there & short time the family returnad to their
DewWitt home. ;

Colonel HalliBurton continued his law pra:tice after thz
war, but it was almost twenty semrs befors hs re-enktered
public service. 1In 1884 he was electad to the first of
his three terms in the Arkansas House of Repressntatives.

e
|

Though his formal schooling was minimzal,Colon=1 Halli
Burtcn was a well-read, scholarly man. In 1908 he pre-

)

sented over 2,000 uOukg, the majority, but not the tctal
of his COllv.thH, to Ouachita College, a smz2ll Baptist
school. At the Louisiana Purchass Exposition in 1904 he

received an Wward ror tha best collection ¢f original manu-

cripts relating to tha ILouisiana Purchass. Ancther
academic endeavor was Colonel HalliBurton's History of
Arkansas County, based on his own experiences and his re-
search in county archives.

HalliBurcton's d=ath at age
zinda, remained in th2 family
twalve years Mr. and Mrs. C
ed in the house. In 1942 M
n, the orﬁsant ownars, bough

ht
For th

The HalliBurton House is the only remaining house stil
standing that was bullt during DeWitt's first decade. Tts
historic significance is enhanced by the importance to the
area of the builder and first resident, Colon2l wWilliam
Henry HalliBurton.

5P0 21724
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M AME AND TITLE:

Anthony S. Riddle, Architect and Dianna Kirk, Historian

ORGA-\“Z_ATION DATE

hrlcransas Historic Preservation Program May 28, 1974
STRF._ET AND NUMBER:

quite 1030, Plaza West Building

CiTY OR TOWN: STATE COODE

SNOILONYLSNI

Tittle Rock ) Arkansas e
T STATE LIAISON CFFICER CERT! ‘ : NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION ©

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

. .
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

svaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - - -
B . - . Director, Oifice of Archeology and Histor:c Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [T State [ Local {5 '
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;""’ . .’. o 4 . ::‘N
Nare ’ R e L e ATTEST:

william E. Henderson
. |
Title Statse Historlc Presarvatior
ofricer Koeeper of The Nutioral Regdister

Date Junez 11 ’ 1974 Dute
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300 West Halli
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3. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT

Robert Dunn
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1974 ~ AHPP

DATE

May,

4. IDENTIFICATION
DEZSCRISE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

gouth facade viewed from the south
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Change of ownership - July 30, 1976

Mr. Pat Thompson
300 West Halliburton
DeWitt, Arkansas County, Arkansas 05
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