
+ 

- h m  NO. 10-300 (Rw. 10.74) _. 75 I - ~ o 4 o ~ G t  
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR NPS USE CNLY 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . I  

\ I 

I. , I " . 
sEcErvEp <, - , - , - -.'. ,- . , 

ITIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES .. , - 2 ' .  ' ., . , 
" ':; 

' . I , .  ".  
JIWENTOBY --NOMINATION FORM D A ~ E  ENTERED I ( I  w 

SEE IN STRWCTION S IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COM PLEfE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Steamboat House 
ANDlOR CQMMOH 

Cooper House 

STREET& NUMBER 

601 North Front Street ,NOT FOR WBUCATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONACOISTRtCr 

Arkansas Yell 149 

CLASSIFICATION 

CAPGORY OWMERSHIP STATUS 
, O I ~ I C T  ,PUBUC XQECUPIED 

X.BUILDING(SI XPRIVATE ,UNOCWPIEO 

,SfRUCTlJRE ,BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

,SIT€ PUBLIC ACQUrSlfIOU ACCESSlBLE 
: ? 

,OBJEQ J N  PROCESS *YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEfNG COHSIOEAEO - X S :  UNRESTRImD 

,NO 

PRESENJ U S E  
AGRlQX1L1ZIAE A U S E U M  

,COMMERCIAL -PARK 

,EDUCAIIOHAL ~ R W A T E  RESIDENCE 

J N T E R T A I N M E N T  -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SC16NTIFIC 

ANDWSTRIDL -TRANSPORTATION 

A l L l T A R Y  -OTHER: 

NAME 

Mrs. Robert E ,  Cooper 
STREET I NUMBER 

601 North Front Street 
CITY.TOWN STATE 

Da rdane 1 1 e - V~CINITYOF Arkansas 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

R E G ~ s T R y O F D E E D ~ f f C ~  Clerk's Off ice,  Yel l  County Courthouse 
STREET & NVMBEA 

_Union and Front .Streets 
CITY. T W N  STATE 

Dardane l l e Arkansas 

REPXSSENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

. 
DATE 

,FEDERAL S A T E  ,COUNTY L O C A L  
. 

DEPDSITORY FOR 
S&VEY RECORDS r 

STATE 



CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 1 1 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (SF KNOWN3 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Cooper House on Front Street i s  the most archltectusally Interesting 
house i n  Dardanel Ie, a s m l  l port c i t y  on t h e  Arkansas R i v e r ,  According 
to local t rad i t ion  the archttectvre of  t h i s  l a t e  nineteenth century house 
was i nspl red by r l ver steamers, and i n  some ways i t  does resemble a grounded 
steamboat. The bay windows and porch protrusions on e i t h e r  side o f  the ent ry  
resemble steamboat prows. The second storey facade has three small balconies 
centered over the  entry and each bay. These f l a t  roofed balconies are  
reminiscent OF c a p t a i n ' s  br idges .  A th i rd  "steamboat style" f e a t u r e  i s  found 
i n  the two round windows which f l a n k  the center balcony. These circular 
windows r e s m b l e  portholes, thus adding a final touch t o  the nautical 
effect o f  the  house. 

The b a s i c  f l o o r  p l a n  of the Cooper House i s  el 1 shape w i t h  the e a s t  facade 
across t h e  long l eg  o f  the  e l l .  The front por t ion  of t h e  house i s  two 
s t o r i e s  h igh  w h i l e  the rear extension i s  on ly  one and one-hal f  stories. 
About.1940 a one storey a d d i t i o n ,  e n c l o s i n g  p a r t  of the or ig ina l  back porch, 
was made a t  the rear of the house. A t  the same t i m e  a screened porch was 
added to the south el e v a t i ~ n  o f  the  front portion o f  the house. A cross 
gab le  roof w i t h  several gabled d o r e r s  covers t h e  white frame structure. 

The most i n t e r e s t i n g  features of  the Cooper House are displayed on t h e  facade. 
A one storey f l a t  roofed porch extends across the facade, p r o t r u d i n g  on 
e i ther  s ide  o f ' t h e ' m a i n m e n t r y .  The porch cornice has pointed d e n t i l s  and 
a row of spf nd le  work below the f r ieze .  Ornamental brackets are pa i red  
at each angt e o f  the  - l rregularly shapedt porch. , 

A double door e n b y  and two bay windows are covered by the porch. Each 
three sided bay has three separate windows, w i t h  t h e  center, w i  ndow almost 
twice ashw3de aS"the narrower side windows. A t r a n s o m - I i k e ' l i g h t  'surrounded 
by colored g l a s s  f i l l s  t h e  top of each center window, P i  lasters s i m i  l a r  
to  t h e  turned porch posts and harltontal panel 1 i n g  under each wi  n d w  further 
decorate t h e  bays. 

S h e  second s torey  features three small batcanies centered over the downstairs 
entry and bay windous. Except for a p l a i n  railing over crossed st r ips  of 
wood, these balconies a r e  trimmed much l i k e  the porch below. The door op~nfng 
onto each balcony contains small square and rectangular l i g h t s  o f  colored 
g l a s s  surrounding a c l e a r  pank. Circular windows w i t h  s ta ined  g l a s s  separa te  
the three balconies. 

From the irregular roof 1 ine  o f  the house p r o j e c t  e i g h t  gables, seven o f  
which a r e  trimmed w i t h  bargeboard and spindlework i n  the g a b l e  ends. Exterior 
windaw and door surrounds a r e  uniformly p l a i n .  

The ornate t r i m  on the e x t e r i o r  of t h e  Cooper House i s  repeated to a - l e s s e r  
' ex ten t  on the interior. The centra l  hallway i s  lined with narrowly panelled 
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wainscot. Decorative features  on the curved s t a i  may include turned balusters, 
a round panelled newel post  and scroll  cut woodwork t r i m .  Wide grooved wood- 
work i s  used i n  baseboards and window and door surrounds. 

The Cooper House r e s t s  on a corner lot fac ing the Arkansas R i v e r .  S t i l l  
i n  very good c o n d i t i o n ,  i t  djsplays the  skill of  the unknown c a r p e n t e r /  
craftsman who fashioned the  house i n  the 1890'5. 
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TATEM ENT OF SIGNIFICAUCE 

The Cooper House i n  Oardanel l e ,  Arkansas displays an arch i  tectural s t y l e  
described by local residents as "steamboat Gathic." The facade does indeed 
have several features reminiscent of a steamboat, including prow-like 
protrusions o f  the f i r s t  floor window bays and porch, and c a p t a i n ' s  b r i d g e  

' balconies and porthole round windows on the second storey. The multi-gabled 
roof and the porch t r i m  of spindle work and scro l l  cut brackets  g ive  the 
house i t s  V i c t o r i a n  Gothic appearance. 

The existence of  several structures apparently b u i l t  about the same t ime 
and w i t h  features similar  to the  Cooper House jndicates tha t  a s ing le  h i g h l y  
skilled craf tsman was responsible f o r  a number o f  houses i n  Dardanelle. ! .  
The Cooper House i s  the m s c  a rch i tec tura l ly  impressive house i n  the area 'Y . _  f--b - 
and i s  an i m p o r t a n t  local landmark. I 

I I 
In 1889 John C. Brooks bought lots  one and three i n  arearly's Addition 
of Dardanelle,  the lots on which the Cooper House now stands. M r .  Brooks 
probably b u i l t  the present house soon after  he purchased the r i v e r  f ron t  
proper ty .  

The 1080 census l i s t s  John C. Brooks as a t h i r t y - f i v e  year old farmer w i t h  
a w i f e  and f i v e  chi  ldren; however, the  present owner of the Cooper House 
states t h a t  In t h e  1890% Brooks owned and operased a sawmill. This would 
have great ly  f a c i l i t a t e d  the construction o f  any house, but  especially a 
house as heavily decorated w i t h  woodwork as the Cooper House. 

I n  1905 Brooks sold the property to E. A .  Jones for $1,000.00. Three years 
l a t e r  the property again changed hands when Jones sold i t  to Joe T. Bray, 
owner of .a buggy and saddle  shop, The Bray fami l y  retained the house 
t i l l  mid-century, and during t h e i r  ownership the house received i t s  o n l y  
major al tera  t i o n s ,  In the 1 3 4 0 ' s  a screened porch was added t o  the south 
elevation and a one storey room was added ta the rear o f  the house. 

T h i s  a rch i tec tura l ly  i n t e r e s t i n g  house has a qua in t  charm expressed through 
i t s  unusual combination o f  archi tectura l  features. The sma? l proport ions 
o f  t h e  house g ive  it a c o t  tage-l i ke qua1 i t y  found ra re ly  i n  a n  Arkansas house 
o f  this per iod.  I t s  "steamboat Gothic" style i s  reminiscent  of the era  i n  
which the Cooper-House was b u i l t  - - an era when Dardanelle L2as an a c t i v e  
r i v e r  por t  f o r  steamboats on the Arkansas R i v e r .  
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