
Y nited States Department of the Interior 
National Park Senrice 

National Register of Historic piaces 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
See instrvctionr in Hew lo Complete National Register Forms 
Trw all e n t r l e s ~ o m ~ l e t e  applicable sections 

received 

date 

1. Name 

historic Augusta Presbyterian Church 

2. Location 
straat number Third and Walnut Streets - not for publ~mtion 

city, town h ~ t a  ~ v i e i n ~ t y  of 

. state Arkansas code 05 county W e f  - 147 
3. Classification 
Cmtagory Ownsrmhlp Status m e s a d  Um - dlstrlct X public - aceupled - agricuthrm m u s s u r n  
X bu#dlng(d) - private X urncupled - commercbl - park 
- struGtur8 - both Y work in progrnss - educational - privats rmskhnm 
- site Public Aequisltion CLecassi blm - entanal n m m  - religloul 
- object - in process Y yes: restdctsd - government - scientific 

being considsrsd - yes: unrcstrlctud - industrial - trantpmHen 
N/A .no - - military Y 0 t h ~ :  Vacant 

- 4 Owner of Pronerty 

nmm City of Augusta -- 99 Year Lease -- Augusta htp-ovement Club v. Boyles, Chairman) 
stthatanumber Mayor's Office or 221 South Third Street 

c~ty. town k ~ t a  mv~ctntiy of stata AR 72006 

5. Location of LeaaI Descrintion 

cowthoussp ragirtryr d deeds, at& C i r c u i t  Clerk ' s Qff ice 

clty,torm h g u ~ t a  st* Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

t#!e y/ A has thls propem beon determined diglbk? y e s  - no 

d m  m i  L -  c m m t y  l o # l  

kpohtay for a u w  mod¶ 



7. Description 

Codition Check an* C h ~ k  one 
- excellent -X- deterlorated L unaltered & orlginar site 
- g m  - ruins - altered m o v e d  date 
- lair - u n t x p d  

The oldest church in Augusta, t h e  Presbyterian Church is essentially rectangular in 
plan, with a hipped apse. The Suilding, cmstmcted in 1871, is cwered by a gable 
roof. Constructed of load bearing, hand-made bricks. shaped from local day ,  its 
walls are twenty-four inches thick. Architecturally, it offers a number of surprisingly 
refined Gothic Revival details unexpectedly e n c o u n t e d  in a small. c d t y  church in 
Augusta. 

With the remwal .in 1986 of an obtrusive 1954 addition, the Augusta Pfesbyterian Church 
recovered most of the synnnetry which characterized i t s  original design. The facade, or 
east elevation, features three distinctive bays, The central bay rises to a pointed 
arch and contains three lancet windows with indi~dual hood molds which repeat t h e i r  
pointed arches. A keystone is s e t  in the h o d  mold of the central or taller window. 
A circular window above the  lancet windows has been replaced by a squa~e pane, but its 
archivolt is retained. The bays which flank the central bay follow t h e  steep lines of 
the gable rmf, w i t h  a line of denti ls  along the upper edge of the bay. Each flanking 
bay or iginal ly  hosted an entrance with panelled double dmrs, but the entrance on the 
north side of the facade has been filled. Both doorways retafn their pointed arch 
frames, repeated in a w d e n  transom and h o d  mold w i t h  keystone. 

The south elevation offers five rectangular bays w i t h  romded corners which house five 
identical, w i d o w s  which rise to pointed arches emphasized by h o d  molds and keystones. 
The elevation retains four windows identical to those an the south elevation, although 
three are covered by plywood. 0;1 the west end of the north elevation, the fifth vindow 
had served as a doorway to the addition. Tts bay now holds the upper portion of its 
pointed arch window.with hood mold and keystone, but the lower portion or' t he  converted 
doonay is f i l led with plywood. 

The rear, or west, elevation is distinguished by the hipped-roof apse. A circular 
window w i t h  archivolt similar t o  the window on the facade rests in the west side of 
the apse. Small single-pointed arch windows with h o d  mold and keystones are repeated 
on the apse's north and south sides. 

A towering, steeple-like belfr). was s h o f i ' d  in the 19213's and, after a nearly 
disasterow, fire, later removed, along with the stairway to the belfry and an in ter ior  
balcony. The nave is an undivided slngle space, with much of the original mldd 
plaster baseboards, cornices, and windm facings preserved, 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehlstorl~ 
- 140b1499 
- 1500-7 599 
- 160Ckt 699 
- 170b1799 
L 1 a o b r  89s - 1 9 0 s  

Areas of SigniRcmc&heek md justify bebw X 
--, archeology-prehistoric _ ., community planning ,- kndscaps srchi;t#~turs., n l i g h  
-, archeology-hlstoric - - conservation - law - science 
,, agriculture -, economics -- literaturn - sculpture 
2 architectu~e -- education - military ,, socialr 
.,- art - .. engineering - music humanitadan 
. - commerce exploratlonrsettlsmt - philosophy - theatn 
- cornmunicatlons . industry - p o l i t i c s ~ g w e r n ~ t  - Zranspwtation 

- Invention - other (specify) 
.- 

Spmcific dater 1871 BuildarlArehitsct 'Shorn~ ~Hough 

Jtrtemmt of Olgnifiornce (in one paragraph) 

The oldest church in Augusta, the Presbperian Church reflects the dete-ation of 
its founding congregation t o  construct a .wilderness meeting house which was both  
durable and artistic. Conceived k the opening m o n t h s  of the Civil War and 
constructed in the uncertain years of reconstruction and financial uncertainty, the 
building also denoted the parishoners ' dedication to their solidly- f ixed ideals of 
ecclesiastical architecture. 

In 1820 the Indian and pioneer river ford a t  Chickasaw Crossing was appropriated by 
settlers of European descent. The settlemat experienced the struggling and languid 
dewlopent shared by most frontier Arkansas commities and, after twenty-seven 
years of resolute persistence, acquired its first store. In 1848 a merchant from 
Virginia, Thanas Hough, hired an Independence County sumeyor to fix the limits of 
the precarious tm, which was r e n m d  after Hough's sister, Augusta, In October 
1862 a ntmber sf the citizens of Augusta, then a part of Jackson County, petitioned 
the annual meeting of the aesb-ytery of Arkansas at Pine 3luff :or their own 
congregation. The petition was granted and the Re.c.eren& S. W. Davis and J, A, 
Ba~r and Elder T. A. Krieder were appointed as camittee to organize a church. By 
Navember the organization rm swiftly completed. The congregation included at least 
two backs among its charter members, Throughout the C i v i l  War and for several years 
after the congregation met in the local Baptist and ;s.leth&st churches on available 
Sundays and Sunday afternoans. In 1869 Hough, wfio also served as the Ghrrrch architect, 
and his wife donated a lo t  for the  constmctim of a church. 

The building, completed in 1871, reflected an architectural and aesthetic style typical 
of more settled and populous towns, but on a maller scale. In their first eight years 
jn the ornate building, t h e  congregation struggled with debts campounded by a national 
financial panic in 1873, but f ina l ly  resolved in 1879. The Presbyterian congregation 
included many civic leaders and same occasional worshilppers wfio attained national 
recognition. The sisters of Reverend his, who served as the congregation's first 
pastor, joined their  brother in missionary work in Augusta and founded t h e  tor~n's first 
school, Carrie Nation visited the church during the local tenprance cmade, and a 
young Woodrow Wilson frequently attended services during the tenure of his  brether-in- 
law as pastor. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
Acrerga of nominded property --QIL 

~urdrmngk name A ' l P ~ t a  
UT M Referencar 

6 1 k b I d 61-014 131910151811t51 
Zone Eastlng Northing 

Quadrangle scaler 1 : 24000 

" L u L , / L L & d  Zone Easting Northing 

- 

VHbml W a r y  dmseriptlon and Justllicatlm 
L o t s  10 and 11, Block 32, O r i g i n a l  Town 

Unt mII *Mas and ewntims lor p r o p * c t l m r  ovsrl.lpph# state or county Iboundrrkm 

8- N/A code county code 
. . 

$We c d m  countv code 

1 .  Form Prenared BY 
nl-k Virginia Boyles, edited by Steve Mitchell, AWP Staff . . 

-nk& Augusta hpmvement Club date September 9. 1986 

r- a 221 South Third Street' telephone (502) 371- 2 763 

elty or town Augusta Arkansas 72006 

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Rrs evaluated slgnlflcsncc of this properly wlthln the state ir: 

- ~Elonml ,, stats 2 I-# 

As ths dnlgn*t.d Swts Hlstarle Prrgserratian Officer lor tb Hatbml Historic Prasewatlon A d  of 1966 (Public iaw 89- 
M5). 1 Mmby narninate this property fw inclusion In the Nallonal Registar and wrliw that It has been evaluated 
sccordlng to tha criteria and procedures set lorlh by the ~atlonal  Park Senln. 

Stale H k t M  Pmswmtlon M c e r  aignmtura 1 

C 

date 
di-ii - 

tnb State Historic Preservation Officer 
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A u g u s t a  Presbyterian Church 
Augusta ,  Woodruf f  County 
Photographed  by J ,  Wiedower 
M a r c h ,  1986 
N e g a t i v e s  on f i l e  a t  AHPP 
w 1 ndow d e t a i  1 





Augusta  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church 
Augusta ,  Woodruff  County 
P h o t o g r a p h e d  by J ,  Wiedower 
M a r c h ,  1986 
N e g a t i v e s  o n  f i l e  a t  AHPP 
E n t r a n c e  doors  a n d  surround 





Augusta  Presbyterian Church 
A u g u s t a ,  W o o d r u f f  County 
Photographed by J, Wiedower 
M a r c h ,  1986 
N e g a t i v e s  on f i l e  a t  AHPP 
Viewed f r o m  s o u t h w e s t  - 

detail o f  apse 



Augusta Presbyterian Church 
. , , . Augusta, Woodruff Co. ..-- I _, U r n  Reference: .>{a - L  

15 648606 3905815 

Augusta, Arkansas Quadrangle . 

Scale :  1:24000 

35'15 -.- 
9 1 ' 22'30" R 4 kmi. 1 2 190  COO FEET ' A .  3 W .  GPEGORY I '#I 

f B  ,HI TO ARK ;18 

Mapped, edited, and publ6hecl by the Geological Survey 
C O Q ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ? J S G S ~ ~ C U S F & G S  ~t 

Tcpograp3y by photogrammclr~c methods from aerial 
GW 

nhgtographs taken 1966-67 Field checked 1968 
I ;" 
, I ,  

Po:yconrc prolect~on. 1927 North Amertcan datum 
10.000.1oot gc~d based cn Arkansas coord~nate system, north zone 
1033-meter lln~versal Transvezst Mercator g r ~ d  ticks. 
zone 15, shown .n blue 

Red tlnt ~ndrcates area In whlch only landmark bu~ldlngs are sbonrn f 
UTM GRID A Y D  1968 MAGNETIC NORTH 

Fme red d z s h ~ d  llnss ~ n d ~ c a t e  selected fevce and 5eld lrnes where OE:LIUITIOU A T  CENTER OF SHE_ET 

gene,ally rVisrbie o n  aerial pholographs Thrs rvformat~on ; unchwked 


