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Ferguson House in Auqusta, Arkansas presents some characteristics
Greek Revival style. Clapboard siding, very little ornamentation
symmetrical features combine to make a simple statemant of
tastes of the original builder. Built in 1861, the house

is constructed of cypress and pine which werxe shipped down the
White River to Augusta and then nauled by wagon to the construction
site. The walls and floors all have a thickness comprised of
three layers of Jlumber.

The
onea

Terguson House is of a two-storey, central-hall plan with
room on each side. A gable roof covers the rectilinear-

shaped house. The gabhle ends feature a boxed cornice with returns.

A two-storey portico with second-storey porch graced the front
entry. One-storey square columns support the portico structure
on both the first and second storeys, A simple railing surrounds
the porches.

The interiors of the Ferguson House continue the simple refinement
of the exterior. A single flight of staiks leads to the second
floor. Mantels feature little orpamentation.

Originalily, a two-storey, shed-roof section was found on the rxaar
elevation., In 1963 after a fire destroyed this section, two
one~storey, shed-roof additions were built onto the rear of the
house. The main body of .the house has not been altgred except
for the placement of steel siding over the narrow clapboard in
1973.

The Ferguson House is in excellent condition and rests on a spacious,
tree-shaded corner lot in ABugusta. The house has never been
occupied by anyone other than the Ferguson family. John J. Ferquscn
and his sister, grandchildren of the builder, James P. Ferguson,

now live in Augusta's historic Ferguson House.
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Cne of  the oldest residences in the east central town of Augusta, is the
Ferguscon House. Built in 1861, the Ferguson House stands as a historic
landmark in the city of Augusta. The Fergusons were among the earliest
farmilies to settle in the city. They were active in pelitics and in-
volved in local affairs. The house has never been out of the Ferguson
family and appears much the same as it did immediately after construction.

James P. and Maria Alcorn Ferguson moved from Kentucky to Augusta,

Arkansas, in 1858. Ferxguson purchased a tract of land from Dave Johnson,
cne of the early pioneers in Woodruff County. James P. Ferguson contracted
with a man to take a logging crew up the White River to Clover Bend and

to handcut the lumber for Ferguson's House. The lumber used in construction
of the Ferguson House was virgin pine and eypress. The lumber was shipped
down the White River on rafts to the landing at Augusta. From there it

was hauled abkout four blocks to the house site. The Ferguson House

was completed in 1861, and James P. Ferguson immediately moved his family
in.

During the Civil War, General Steele and his Union soldiers spent a week
in Augusta, making their headguarters across the street from the Ferguson
House. The incidents involving the Ferguson family at the time are a
colorful part of Augusta’s history.

The Ferguson's eldest son, W. E. Ferguson, was born in 1851, hefore the
move to Augusta. He attended publie schools in Rugusta; he attended
Emory and Henry College in Virginia. Upon returning to Augusta, he was
elected deputy shexriff; he served in the position for two vears. In

1873 Farguson entered the Cumberland Law School in Lebanon, Tennessee, and
upon conpletion was admitted to the bar. In 1880 he was elected assessor
of Woodruff County. Twe vears later in 1882, Ferguson was elected sheriff
and collector. W. E. Ferquson's political career continued as he was
elected County and Circuit Clerk. 1In 18928 Ferguson was elected to the
State Senate.

The house's brilder, James P. Ferguson, deaded the house 6 his son,
W. E. Ferguson. The present owners are two of Perguson's children.
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The Fercuson Housze reovresents much of the history of Augusta. It is
architecturally significant as well--in its sturdiness of construction
and fine detail of workmanship.
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