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DESCRlBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL [IF KNOWN) PHYSTCALAPPEARANCE i 
The Ferguson House in A u ~ d s t a ,  Arkansas preset?ts some characteristics of 
the Greek ~ e v i v a 3  s ty le .  Clapboard s i d i n g ,  very l i t t l e  ornamentat ion 
and symmetrical features c o n b i ~ e  to make a simple statement of 
t h e  tas tes  of t he  original builder. B u i l t  in 1861, t h e  house 
is constructed of cypress a d  pine which were shipped down t he  
>%it@ River to Augusta and then hauled by wzgon to the construction 
site. The walls and floors a l l  hzve a thick~ess comprised of 
three l a y e r s  of lumber. 

The ?'erguson House is of a two-storey, central-hall  p lan  with 
one roon on each side. A gable roof covars the r e c t i l h e a r -  
shaped house. ~ l t e  gable ends feature a h z e d  cornice with  returns. 

A two-storey portico w i t h  second-storey porch graced the  f r o n t  
ent ry .  Om-storey square co lumns  s ~ p p o r t  the portico structure 
on both t he  First and second storeys. A simple railing surrounds 
the wrches. 

The interiors of t h e  Fergusan ?louse ccint inue the  simple ref inement  
of the exter ior .  A single  flight of sta3Ks leads  to the second 
Elosr .  Mactels feature l i t t l e  orpa-entation. 

C r i g i l a l l y ,  a two-storey, shed-roof section was found on the rear 
elevation. In 1963 af ter  a fire destroyed this section, .two 
one-storey, shed-roof additions were built onto the rear of t he  
house. The ra in  M y  of the home has not been alt.zsed except 
for t he  placenent of steel siding over t h e  narrow clapboard in 
1473. 

The Ferguson House is in excellent coc2ition and rests on a spacious, 
tree-shaded corner l o t  in Augusta. The house has never been 
occupied by anyone other than the  Fexguson faiaily. John J. F e r q x s ~ n  
and h i s  sister, grandch i ld ren  of t he  builder,  James P. Ferguson, 
now l ive  in Augusta' s h i s to r i c  Ferguson House. 
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Ona of' the oldest  residences in the ezst cent ra l  t o m  of Augusta, is the  
Ferydsen House. B u i l t  in 1851, the lesguson House stands as a h i s t o r i c  
Lardnark in t h e  city of Ruq-~sta. The Fergusons w e r e  amonq the earliest 
fanilies to settle In the city. They were active in o l i t i c s  and in- 
volved in local affairs. The house has never been ost of the Ferguson 
family an3 a?pears much the sme as it did im.ediately af ter  canstruction. 

James P. and !-Iaria A L c o r n  Ferguson moved from Kentucky to Augusta,  
Erkznsas, in 1838. Ferguson purchased a tract of laiid from Dave Johnson, 
one 0 5  th2 e a r l y  pioneers in Woodruff County. James P. Ferguson contrected 
wit:? a man to take a logging crew up t h e  Phite Fiver to C l o v e r  Bend and 
to handcuk the  lumber fo r  Fercpsonk House. The ltmher used in cor . s t ruz t ion  
of the Ferguson House was  virqin pine and cypxess, Tne lumber was shipped 
down the  White River on rafts ta the l and ing  at Augusta.  From there i-t 
was hauled about four blocks to t h e  house site. ?me Ferguson Hocse 
w a s  com2leted in 1861, and James P. Ferguson immediately novsd his fmily 
in. 

During t he  Civil War, General Steele and his Union soldiers s ~ e n t  a week 
in Augusta, making their  headquarters across the  street f r o m  t 5 e  Fergeson 
House. The i n c i d e n t s  involving t h e  Ferguson famHLy at t h e  time are a 
colorful part of Augusta's history. 

The Ferguson's eldest son, W. E. Ferguson, was born in 1851, before the 
move to Augusta. He at tended public schools in Plugxsta; he attended 
Emory and Henry College in Virginia. WFn xeturning  to Augusta, he was 
elected deputy s h e r i f f ;  he served in the  position for  two years. In 
1833, Frrguson entered the Cumberland Law School in L e S a ~ n ,  Tennessee, and 
upon completion was admitted to t h e  bar. In 1850 he was elected assessor 
of Woodruff County. Two years l a t e r  ?n 1882, Ferquson was elected sheriff 
and collector. W. E. Ferguson's political career continued as he was 
elected County and Circuit Cle r l ; .  In 1898 Felrguson was elected to tho 
State Senate. 

The house's b u i l d e r ,  James f). Ferguson, 2eeded the house to h i s  son, 
T.7. 2. Ferguson. The present owners are t w a  of Ferguson's children. 

The Ferquson Rouse represa~ts much of the h i s t o r y  of 3ugcsta. It i s  
architecturally s i c j n i f i c z n t  as ~ w l l - - i n  its s t u r d i n e s s  of construction 
and f i n e  detail of mrkiianship.  
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