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The Watkins House is a two story, wood frame ColoniaI Revival residence w i h  Craftsman style 
influences. A single story, hipped roof room on the western elevation is balanced by a single story, 
hipped roof carpon on the eastern elevation--both are original--and emphasize the symmetrical. 
rcctanguIar plan of thc main block of the house. An exterior end brick chimney is attached to the 
western wall of the house and an interior brick chimney rises through the north shed dormer, zo the 
east of cenwr. The roof material is composition shingle, the walls are covered with original stucco, and 
the stpxture is supported upon a conlinuous brick foundation. Almost al l  the windows are framed by 
a pair of simple, louver& shuuers, painted white. 

The southern or front elevation of the main house is composed of the first story wall k l o w  
the gamba1 roof andl fie tall, full-length shed dormer above. Thc single door entry is sheltered by a 
rounded shed porch roof supported on decorative sawn wood brackets. Two pair of six-over-six wood 
sash windows flank the doorway on the first floor and two identical six-over-six wocd sash windows 
are symmetrically placed amund a smaller, cenval six-over-six wood sash window in the shed dormer. 
me western, single story wing is lighled with a pair of six-over-six wood sash windows, and the 
eastern carport is open and suppond on a pair of large, stuccoed comer piers. All of the comiws are 
decorated with thin, short brackets which resemble exposed rafters. 

The western elevation is composed of the single story, hipped roof addition on the first floor 
and the chimney rising through the center of the main wall khind, dividing the end of both the 
gmbml roof and the shed dormers. The shed dormers feature short return, decorated with thin 
brackets. and two six-over-six wood sash windows flank the chimney on the second floor. The single 
story wing is lighted wirh TWO pair of symmetrically-placed six-over-six wood sash windows. The 
eastern elevation is punctuated with a central attic vent beneath she roof peak and is fenestrated with 
two symmetrically-placed six-over-six WON! sash windows on the second story. Two six-over-six wood 
sash windows are placed in tfie cenwr and €0 the north of the first floor and a pair of six-over-six 
wood sash windows lights the southern end, beneath the carpon, The gambrel roofs returns and the 
carport are decorated with thin cornice btackets. 

The second story of the northern or rear elevation is fenestrated with two six-over-six wood 
sash windows symmetrically-placed around a a n d ,  eight-over-eight wood sash window. A central pair 
of six-over-six wood sash windows in the first floor is flanked to the west by a larger pair of six- 
over-six wood sash windows and to the east by a single sash window and an entry. The western, single 
story wing is punc~uated by an entry and a single six-over-sbc wood sash window. 

The Watkins House has k e n  vinually unaltered since its construction date and is in excellent 
condition. 
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Significance Criterion C, Iocal significance 

The Watkins House (Pan E, Historic Context #4) is one of two surviving Colonial Revival 
residences in Searcy. Like the Lightle House, the selection of the gambrel roof and the overall 
characteristics of symmetry and balance combine with such details as thc six-over-six wood sash 
windows to reveal the obvious influence of the Colonial Revival style; and yet, here also the gmwing 
influence of the Craftsman style is exhibited in the false exposed rafters which decorate the cornices 
throughout this building. The Watkins House is symbolic of the rapid influx of the myriad architectural 
fashions that characterized the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and which were to bc 
expected in a growing city and county seat. 
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Acreage of property: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/616120/3901410 

Verbal Boundarv Description: 

Lot 10, Blmk 6, Watkins and Quarrles Addition to the Town of Searcy. 

Boundary Justification: 

This bundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 
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