:’l’-?,;:&'f‘;‘“"“ UGJ/@ Oql " [ﬁ q { NS
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Registration Form

This torm Is for use in nominating or requesting detarminations of efigibility for Indlvidual properties or districta. See Instructions In Guidelines
for Completing Nationa! Register Ferms (Nationel Register Bulletin 18). Complate esch tem by marking “x’' in the appropriate box or by entering
the requastad informatlon. I an itemn does not apply tc tha property being documented, snter "N/A™ for *'not applicable.” For functiona, styles, materials,
and areas of aignificance, enter only 1he categories and subcatagories |inted In the Instructions. For edditional apace use continuation shests
(Fotm 10-800a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property

historic name Mavfair Hotel .
other hames/site number _Resource # WH2027

2. Locatlon

strest & number _ Spring & Center Streets LI not for publication ;.
clty, town Searcvy ) Ejvmmny NkA_
Btal® _ Arkansas code AR county White code 145 zlp code 72143
3. Classiitcation
Ownership of Prapefty Category of Property Numbar of Reaources within Property
IE private bullding(a) Contributing Noncontributing
] public-locat district 1 bulidings
D public-State alta Bites
] public-Federal "] strueture structures
D abject cbjecta
1 0 Total
'‘ame of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing reaources previgusly
{isroric and Architectural Resources [lated In the Netional Reglster __NJ/A ____

Qf Hb]tg (;gun;g. a;han&gs
4, State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | heraby certify that this

| nomination [ request for determination of eligibitity meets the decumentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 386 CFR Part 60.
In my i oes pot megt the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
3-13-90
Date

Signature of certitying
Arkansas Historic

eservation Program
1. Sims or Fedara! agency and bureay

[ In my epinlon, the property Dmeats Ddoea not meet the Natlonal Reglater criterla. D Ses continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other officlal Date

|_S!m or Federal agency and bursau

8, Natlonal Park Service CertHication
|, heraby, ceriify that this proparty ls:

["entered In the National Register.
[____l Seg continuation sheet,

[C] determined eligible for the National
Register. [__i See continuation sheet.

'__|determ_lnsd not eligible for the
National Reglgter.

[ removed trom the National Reglster.
[ other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/ Hotel

Current Functions {enter categories from instructions)

‘ngmegf-r‘ﬁ'/ Mual ti,P.le_DI#E‘.lhn.B—'

7. Description

Architactural Classification
(enter cateqories from instructions)

sPanj sh Rewival

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete

walls brick

roof asphalt shingle
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

K ]ses continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considerad the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ Inationalty [ ] statewide E Jiocaty

Applicable National Register Citeria [JA [ JB KJc [Ib

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ ]8 [Jc [Jo [Je [JFr [Ja

Argas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE , 1924 . N/A
_ENTERTAINMENT/ RECREATION 1924-39 N/A

Cultural Afiiliation

N/A

Significant Person ) Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of propsarly, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of signiticancé noted above.

E]Soo continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H.

DSu continuation sheet
Previous decumentation on file (NPS):

I:Jspnllmlnary determination of Individual listing (38 CFR &7) Primary location of additionsl data;
has been requested [ 8tate historic preservation office
previousiy listed In the National Register _ [_1Other State agency
praviously determined eligible by the Natlonal Register [_|Fedaral agency
designated a Nationa! Historle Landmark (I Local governmant
recorded by Historlc Amarican Bulldings EUnlvarnlty
Survey # Cther

[Crecorded by Historic Amarican Engineering Spacity repoaltory:

Fl:cord #

10._GeograpRical Data
Acreage of property

UTM Referances

Al ot b v e o BLl]'||I|1I[|It||||
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting . Northing

o3 T I A TS TR A T O T 1«3 T N I S T I T B

K] See continuation shest

Verbal Boundary Description

@ See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[X see continuation sheet

11, Form Prepered By
name/title Kepneth, Story, Natinal Register Coordinaror

organization _Avkancasg Hiatardic Pregeryation Propram date 2 Aprdl,_ 1990
strest & number 225 F Markham Suite 300 ) telephone S01-171-274%3
clty or town Little Raock state _Arkansas zip code __22201

«U.8.0P0:1988-0-223-818
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Sectionnumber _7  Page _1

Description

Standing on the northwest corner of Spring and Center Streets in Searcy is a large, Spanish
Revival style building that in its heyday provided food and accommodations for travellers as well as
rooms for local banquets, receptions, reunions, private parties and college functions. Known as the
Mayfair Hotel, the brick structure was built on the site of an earlier frame hotel, the Gill House, shorily
after it was tom down in 1924. The Mayfair is now used as a multple family dwelling. Although
there have been some additions and alterations throughout the vears, it is still in good condition.

The hotel's L-shaped, two-story plan originally housed fifty rooms and a full basement. A
twenty-one-room annex was added to the building in 1929, just before the stock market crashed. The
next alterations took place twenty years later, in 1950, at which time each guest room received its own
bath, the kitchen was modemized, and the Terrace and Rose Rooms were added. Several windows
have been boarded up at various times during the hotel’s existence, which is the extent of the building's
alierations. The Mayfair’s Spanish Revival design includes such architectural details as shaped roof
parapets over the front porch; a tower projection on the southwest corner with enclosed arched openings
and more shaped parapets; Craftsman dormer windows; a symmetrical front porch supported by large,
square columns; and wide, overhanging eaves.

The hotel's front porch, stretching in an L-shape across the east -elevation, is one story and has
a flat roof supported by brick columns that have been painted white. A much smaller porch on the
west elevation has a shed roof and is supported by tumed posts. The windows, which are all original,
consist of six-over-one double-hung sash windows along the length of each elevation and six-pane
casement windows on each of the eight gable-roof dormers on the building’s roofline. The hotel has
two exterior brick chimneys located on the ell’s west elevation and one interior brick chimney on the
south elevation. The foundation is made of cast concrete and the shingle-covered roof is of both the
hipped and gable-on-hip type.
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Significance

The Mayfair Hotel is the only Spanish Revival style non-residential building in White County
and for this reason should be listed under National Register Criterion C with local significance for
representing the distinctive characteristics that make up this style. These characteristics, as stated
above, include the Mission-shaped roof parapets, widely overhanging eaves and large, square columns
supporting the porch roof. The Spanish Revival style, also called Spanish Mission, began spreading
eastward from its California birthplace in the early 1900’s, with most dating from the years between
1905 and 1920. Architects combined typical Hispanic elemenis like parapets and arches with traditional
shapes, and some even borrowed Crafisman and Prairie style features. The style generally faded from
use after World War I, when Revival architecture began to shift away from simplified adaptations and
towards more precise copies. The Mayfair, which was built in the mid-1920's, is a later version of
this design,

The Mayfair is also historically significani under National Register Criterion A for its
associations with Searcy’s social development, particularly in the areas of travel, entertainment and
dining. Historic Context 2: The Development Era describes Searcy’s emergence as a resort area due

- 10 its many mineral springs; Historic Context 3: The Railroad Era covers the period in White County’s
history thai was greatly influenced by and dependent upon the railroad; and Historic Context 4: Boom
and Bust, the War and Depression Years addresses the relatively short period of prosperity in the
1920’s brought about by the railroad and increased industrialization. Each of these contexts refers to
Searcy’s social and economic development, in which the Mayfair Hotel played a primary role. The
Mayfair began in the mid-1920’s after May Dale Smith purchased the Gill House, a frame hotel that
had stood on the comer of Spring and Cenier streets since 1882, Miss Smith had the Gill House tom
down and shortly afterwards built the Mayfair in its place. The hotel’s reputation for being a good
place to eat was enhanced after it was listed in two of Duncan Hines' books on roadside restaurants
and in the American Automobile Club’s register. Throughout the prosperous twenties, the Depression-
e¢ra thirties and the forties” war years, the Mayfair served as an eating, visiting and entertainment center
not only for Searcy residents but for residents from all areas of the county as well.
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Section number Page
Acreage of property: Less than one

UTM References:

A 15/614845/3901170

Verbal Boundary Description:

Lots 4-8 and the southern 34 feet of Lot 9, less the southern 25 feet and the westem 47 feet
of Lot 5, and less the western 47 feet of Lot 6, Block 14, Original Town of Searcy.

Boundary Justification:

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.
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