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Unlted States Department of the Intarlor 
National Park Service 

Natlonal Reglster of ~lstorlc Places 
Registration Form 
Thls form la for urn In mmlnatlng ar mquestlng d&rmlnatlonr d sllglblnty Rr Indlvldwl m r H e a  ~r dldrletm, 8m Inltruetlonr tn WNim 
SW COmpleHng Natlonal Reglshr Forms IMational fleglslsf BufMn iBE. Complete erch l tm by merklng "x" In tha appmprlatr bDx or by enlrdfig 
the requested Information. H an rtern d m  not apply to the property Wng dmurrwntsd, ente "NIA' lor "no1 sppllcebla." For functbns, stylw, mmtrrllb, 
and sreas of slgnlficanee, enler snb !he c a t ~ r f s s  a id  8ubCFitegd~s llsted In tha Instructlonl. For addltlonal spscs une mMlrluYFon Ih*afa 
(Form l&WOa). Type all entries. 

I .  Name of Pr6pert-y 
htstonc name 3ojertson Drugstore 
other nsrneslsite number Resource !MI2020 

2. Location 
street & number S p r i n ~  and Arch Streets u n o t  for publlcatlon N ~ A  
city, town Searcy vieinlty PI /A 
state Arkansas code AR county mite code 145  zipcode 72143 

3. Classlflcstfon 
Ownershrp of Property Category of Property Number of Resources wlthln Props* 
t private [ bulldlng[s) Contributing Nonwntrl buling 

public.local dlstrM 1 bulldln#u 
p~bllc.StEit0 ~ [ t e  1ltb8 
pu bllc4sderal structure ntruetum 

0 b 1 d  objscta 
1 0 Tolal 

Vams of dated multlpk property Iktlng: Numbar of mcontrlbutlng rsmurcaa pburty 
S i s t o r i c  and Architectural Resources llfitbd En the Natlonal Rqlr t r r  N/A - 
of k%itp m f v -  Ask.qnqnq 

4. StatstFederal Agency Csrtlflcrtlon - - 

As the designated authority under the Natlonal Hletorlc Pnsbrvatlon Act al IQW, a8 nrnsnded, I herbby certify that thls . 
ncrminatlon request lor determlnatlon d ellglblllty meets the docurnsntetlon standards for reglaterlng pmpertlsr In thr 

urel and prolesslonal raqulrementa set forth In 3y CFR PaR 80, 
allonal Reglsrer crtterla. Sss continua F~%'-J  d 

Dale 

Stnte or FBCferal agency and bureau 

In my opinion. the pr~perty nrneels  m d o e s  not meet the National Reglster erlterla, I s e e  eontlnuatlon rrhsst. I 

Gnaturn of commantlng or other aMcial Data 

State or Federal spency a d  bureau 

5. NatlonaF Park. Servlce Certlflcatlon 
I, hereby, cerl~fy that this property IS: 

Dentered in the National Register. 
Sea continuation sheet. 

determined eliglble for the National 
Register. Sea continualion shmf. 

gdetermined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

removed from the National Asgtster. 
other, (explain:) 

Slgnmturm of tha K v r  Dam of 



;- b . ~ 
Historic Functions (enter w r i e s  from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructiww) 

Comerce!Trade ,! P I 
Specialty Store Sn~rialty S t n r ~  - 

7. hscrlptlen 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from inHrw3bs)  

Other: Commercial Vernacular 
f ~ d a t i o n  n 
walls ht-l.rk 

DesMllm present and histwic physicar appearance. 



L- 

8. Staternern or Signffl~sna 
Cwitying afflcial has considered the signfiaiw at this propew in rdatiwr to ather properties: 

Dnazionafty ammide p J ~ 1 l f y  

" Applimde Nat bnal Register Criteria A B a c D - 

A m  d SignMcam (enter cat- from inshuctbm) 
ARC=.CTURE 
c o 2 m c F :  

Period of Significance Slgnificanl Dates 
c .  1860 -. 

1860-1880 -dF- 

Cultural Affiliation 
w / A  

Signfbnt Person Architectlsuilder 
Robertson. Dr. P. A, 

State significance of property, and just@ criteria, criteria wnsiderations, and amas and peticds of signiriicanee noted above. 



See "Historic and Architectural Resources af White County, Arkansas," Secctm H. 

Sse continuatlon sheet 
Prsvlous dmumentatlon on file (NPS): 

preliminary determlnatlon of indlvldual llstlng (36 CFR 67) 
has been requosled 
previously listed In the National Raglstet 
previously determined ellglbFe by the Natloml Reglstw 
de$l$jna!ed a Natlonal Historlc Landmark 

Q recorded by Hlslorlc Amerlcan Bulldlngs 
sumy P 
recorded by HlMorlc Amerlcnn Englnssrlng: 

Ptlmefy locatlon of addltlonel data: 
Steta hlstorlc preservation offlcs 
Other Stale agency 

[7 Federal agency 
Local government 
Unlverslty 
Other 

Speclty rcrposltory: 
Record # 

Acreage, of property 

UTM Rdsrenm 
A W  u u 

Zone Easting Nwthlng 

c w  - - 
Vsrbgl Boundary DescrEptlon 

Sw continuatlon sheet 

Boundery Juatlflcatlon 

11. Form Pnpsrsd By 
nemenltle Jill Bavles , Historian 
organization Arkansas Historic Preservat ion Program date 22 M~lq~ph 1990 
 re^ & number 225 E Markham. S u i t e  300 telephone -Z - - 7 
elty or tom  lit^-'EP Rnrk ~ta21 a zip coda 777n1 
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Cornmercid buildings of the Bveloprnent Em (1 835-1870) mimred current architectural trends. 
Builders during this pesiod in White County did not construct many high-style buildings; they instead 
used architectural details from these styles to elahrate their basically vernacular buildings. The 
Robertson Drugstore is no exception to this. 

Located on the southwest comer of Spring and Arch Streets, and on the counhouse square. the 
Robenson Drugstore is located in what was once the economic heart of Searcy. The building is two- 
stories tall. rectangular in shape with a chamfered comer, and commcted of brick. Even though it 
was built in c. 1860, it is sti l l  in good condition. The stoafront windows along Arch St. have been 
replaced by single-pane fixed frame windows while the windows facing Spring St, have been boarded 
over. A metal awning which protects the storefront is the only other modem alteration. 

Original elements on the ground-floor include car iron columns framing the windows and 
supporting the second floor of the chamfered corner. A dentilated belt course separates the ht and 
second floors. While none of the second floor windows are original, they are still framed by 
decorative brick hood molds with keystones. The flat with parapet mof has a dentilated cornice and 
a one-bay gabIed portion which rises up fmm the center of the main elevarim's roof line. 
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When this building was consmcted, c. 1860, it was one of several businesses which h t e d  
the courthouse. It is fhe only one of these buildings which has survived the savages of time. Not only 
was i t  the first dmgstore in town, it is also the oldest, extant, commercial building in the county. 

Robenson thugstere was built by Stephen Bmndidge, Sr., a Searcy bricklayer who migrated 
to the area from Alabama, With his pottable brickmaking machine and oven he built several other 
buildings in the area. Each one of the bricks was made from river bank clay which was carted to the 
site and then shaped and baked. Bmndidge's legacy was carried on not only through his high quality 
brick buildings but through his son as well. Stephen Jr. was an Arkansas State Representative for 
Congressional District 6 bemeen 1897 and 1909. 

The building is named after Dr. P.A. Robertson who was the original occupant of the structure 
and was a druggist from Memphis. His store offered not only the usual dmgs and elixin found in 
drugstores of the day but other items as well. Robertson had the onIy glass-cutter in town and he dso 
sold household supplies such as oil, paints, and window panes. 

Roknson was important to the co~lmunity not only for the goods and services his store offered 
but also for his role in the development of the community. In 1 87 1, he was selected so be the Public 
Grounds Cornminee Chairman. This gmup was responsible for regulating the use, upkeep, and jpwth 
of Spring Park which was a popular bathing area and mineral spring. The following year he was 
appointed secretary of he Seatcy Branch Railroad which was responsible for the construction of a 
wooden, herse-drawn, rail-line which connected Searcy with the Cairn & Fulton Railmad. 
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A w g e  of pmertv: Less than one 

Verbal Boundarv Descri~tion: 

The eastern 23 kt., 1 1/2 inches of Lot 5, Ten Acre Donation to the Town of Semy.  

Boundarv Justification: 

This boundary includes dl the p r o m  hiatoSicaUy associated with this resome. 












