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“sational Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or raquesting determinations of eligibility for Indhidual properties or districts. See Instructions In Guidelines
for Completing National Reglster Forms {(Nalional Register BuMletin 18). Complete each tem by marking “x" In the rppropriate box or by sntering
the requested information. If an itamn does not apply to the property being documanted, anter “N/A"' for “'not applicable.” For functions, stylas, materiale,
and areas of significance, enler only the categeries and subcategories listed in the instructions. For addltional space use continualion sheets
{Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Narﬁe of Property X
historic nama American Legion Hall
other names/site numbar  Resource #WHZ2016

2. Location

street & number Race Street |__Inot for publication N/A
clty, town Searcy , I vicinity N/A
state Arkansas code AR county White code 145 Zlpcode 72143
3. Classlfication
Qwnerahlp af Property Catsgory of Property Number of Resources within Propenty
[ private bullding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
O public-local ] district 1 bultdings
[ public-State [ aite aitan
[ public-Federel [] structurs structures
] objaeet objects
1 0__ Total
ama of raiated multipte proparty listing: Number of contributing resources previcualy
istoric and Architectural Resources listed In the National Register _ N/A

nea o

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 18688, as amended, | hereby certify that this
E’nominaﬁon D request for determination of eligibillty meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth In 36 CFR Part 80.

s not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation mﬁ- 9
[_.‘ ;) S.. - Y]
& - Date |'

Arkansas Histordic Preservation Program

State or Federal agsncy and bursau

in my opinlon, the property I meets [ cioes not mest the National Register criteria, (] ses continuation shes.

Signature of commenting or other officlal Date

State or Federal agency mnd bureau

5, Nationsl Park Service Certification
1, hereby, certify that this property is:
[Jentered in the National Register,

D See tontinuation sheet.
I determined aligibte for the Natlanal

Register. ] See continuation sheet,

" <atermined not eliglble for the
iational Ragister.

["Iremoved from the National Register,
[ other, (explain:}

Signature of the Keeper " Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions {enter categoriss from instructions) Current Functions {enter categories from instructions)
Social/ Meeting Hall Social/ Civie

7. Description _

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete

OTHER: WPA Architecture walls sandstone
roof asphalt
other concrete

Describe prasent and historic physical appearance.

i ] See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[[Inationalty [ statewide X |locally

Applicable National Register Criteia | JA [ JB K]Cc [Jp

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ 1A [ |8 [Jc [Jo [Je Or Oe

Areas of Significance {enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE 1939 1910
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Archilect/Builder
N/A Works Progress Administration

State significance of pmpehy. and justily criteria, criteria eohaicierations. and areas and peribds of significance noted above.

[x] see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibllographical References

See "Historie and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas,” Section H.

[C]Ses continuation sheet
Previous documentation on flle (NPS):

Clorefiminary determination of individual listing (38 CFR 87) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [] State historic pressrvation office
previously listad In the Natlonal Register (] Other State agency
previously delarminad eligibls by the National Regleter [ Federal agsncy
dasignated a National Historle Landmiark [ Locai government

[ recorded by Historlc American Bulldings [ university
Survey # D Other

|:| racordad by Historic Amarican Enginasring Specity repository.

Record #

10,_Geographical Data
Acreage of property

UTM Reierences

Al Loty o e e gl BLlILJlILJ_i1I|I|tI|
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting . Northing

el J Ll Lo s b by by » 3N ST T N P IS B S B BRI

[X] See continuation sheet

Veartal Boundary Description

@Su continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[X] See continuation sheet

11, Form Prepared By

nemaititle Jill Bawles, Historian

organization __Arkansas Historic Preservation Program  date

airesi & number 225 E Markham, Suite 300 telephone 5N]=3171=2741

city or town ILittle Rock siete Arkansas _ Zip code 72208

*U.8.GPO1688-0-223-818
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Section number _7_ Page _1

script

Built in 1939 with funds from federal relief programs, the American Legion Community Hall
#106 has a design, plan and construction method that is characteristic of other government-funded
public buildings from the 1930’s. The structure, which is now used as office space, is located on the
courthouse square on Searcy’s main thoroughfare. It is still in good condition and has undergone very
little alteration since its construction fifty years ago.

The building is one story with an irregular floorplan, which includes an original projection on
the rear (north) elevation, Its native stone construction, multi-paned windows and one-bay, central front
porch with a flat, parapeted roof are all features that are distinctive to the Works Progress
Administration, National Youth Administration and/or Civilian Conservation Corps structures built
throughout the state during the Depression years.

The front (south) elevation of the building has a flat roof with a parapet, the rear (north)
elevation is covered with a composition shingle gable roof, and the rear projection has a shed roof.
Two native stone chimneys stand opposite each other on the east and west elevations. The original
fenestration consists of nine-over-nine and six-over-six double-hung windows along all elevadons, At
the front entrance, a one-bay porch has a rounded-arch entry topped with a cast concrete nameplate,
and a pair of multi-paned french doors allows access to the interior. The foundation is constructed of
cast concrete,

Native stone is also used in the two fireplaces on either end of the main room in the building’s
interior. Their rounded-arch openings are topped with narrow cut stone shelves serving as mantels.
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Significance

Architecturally, the American Legion Building is significant because its design and construction
method are refleciive of the style consistently used by the period’s govemment-funded programs - a
style that influenced the appearance of other propenies throughout the county's communities. As
discussed in the associated property type for Depression Era Religious and Institutional Buildings,
stylistic elements such as the rounded-arch entry porch with parapet roof, multi-paned windows and
the use of native stone are characteristic of WPA, CCC, and NYA schools, community centers and
other public buildings; yet this is the only surviving stucture in White County that was built for the
American Legion., Therefore, this building is locally significant under National Register Criterion C.
Its period of significance is limited to one year due 10 its 1939 date of construction,

Historically, the building is also locally significant under Criterion A because of its associations
with the county’s federal relief programs and with the American Legion organization. The federal relief
programs were a vital part of almost every community in the couniry throughout the Depression years,
and Searcy’s program was no exception. As discussed in Historic Context 3: Boom and Bust: The
War and Depression Era, these programs put thousands of the unemployed to work while also making

- physical improvements to a community’s landscape.

Searcy’s American Legion, known as the Ammstrong-Caldwell Post No. 106, was organized in
January, 1920, one year after the national organizarion was formed in Paris, France. Thirty World War
I veterans met for several years at the courthouse until their growing membership necessitated the
construction of this Legion hut on the north side of the courthouse square. Few people in Searcy knew
what the Legion stood for when it was first formed, so a publicity committee was appointed 10 give
talks at schools and public gatherings and to write articles for the local newspapers. Throughout the
years, this chapter played an active role in community affairs; for example, it sponsored local prize
fights, the county’s first annual Strawberry Festival, and a "Free Feed” celebration in the midst of the
Depression.
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Section number Page

Acreage of property: Less than one

UTM References:

A 15/614810/3901410

Verbal Boundary Description:

Lot 18, Ten Acre Donation to the Town of Searcy.

Boundary Justification:

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource,
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