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See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas, " Section H. 
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Description 

Built in 1939 with funds from federal relief programs, the American Legion Community Hall: 
#I06 has a design, plan and construction method that is characteristic of other government-hded 
public buildings from the 1930 '~~  The structure, which is now used as office space, is located on the 
courthouse square on Searcy's main thoroughfare. It is s t i l l  in good condition and has undergone very 
little alteration since its construction fifty yeass ago. 

The building is one story with an irregular floorplan, which includes an original projection on 
the rear (north) elevation. Its native stone construction, multi-paned windows and one-bay, central h n t  
ponh with a flat, parapeted roof are all features that are distinctive to the Works Progress 
Administration, National Youth Administration and/or Civilian Conservation Corps structvres built 
throughout the state during the Depression years. 

7le  front (soukh) elevation of the building has a flat maf with a parapet, the rear (north) 
elevation is covered wish n composition shingle gable mof, and rhe rear projection has a shed roof. 
Two native stone chimneys stand opposite each other on the east and west elevations. The original 
fenmtion consists of nine-over-nine and six-over-six double-hung windows along all elevations. At 
the front entrance, a one-bay porch has a rounded-arch entry topped with a cast concrete nameplare, 
and a pair of multi-paned fsench doors allows access to the interior. The foundation is constructed of 
cast concrete. 

Native stone is also used in the two fireplaces on either end of the main room in the building's 
interior. Their rounded-axh openings are toppcd with n m w  cut stone shelves serving as mantels. 
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Architecturally, the American Legion Building is significant because its design and commction 
method are reflective of the style consistently used by the period's government-funded programs - a 
style h a t  influenced the appearance of other properties throughout the county's communities. As 
discussed in the associated property type for Depression En Religious and Institutional Buildings, 
stylistic elements such as the rounded-arch entry porch with parapet roof, multi-paned windows and 
the use of native stone are characteristic of WPA, CCC, and NYA schools, community centers and 
other public buildings; yet this is the only surviving structure in White County hat was built for the 
American Legion. Therefore, this building is locally significant under National Register Criterion C. 
Its period of significance is limited to one year due to its 1939 date of construction. 

Historically, the building is also locally significant under Criterion A because of its associations 
with the county's federal relief programs and with the American Legion organization The federal relief 
programs were a vital part of almost every community in the country thmughout the Depression y m ,  
and Searcy's program was no exception. As discussed in Historic Context 3: Boom and Bust: The 
War and Depression Era, these programs put thousands of the unemployed lo work while also making 
physical improvements to a community's landscape. 

Searcy k American Legion, known as the Armstrong-Caldwell Post No. 106, was organized in 
January, 1920, one year after the national organiation was formed in Paris, Fmce. Thirty World War 
I veterans met for several years at the courthouse until their growing membmhip necessitated the 
construction of this Legion hut on the nonh side of the courthouse squaE. Few people in Searcy h e w  
what the Legion stood for when it was first formed, so a publicity committee was appointed to give 
talks at schools and public gatherings and to write articles far the local newspapers. Throughout the 
years, this chapter played an active role in community affairs; for example, it sponsored local prize 
fights, the county's first annual Strawberry Festival, and a "Free Feed" celebration in lhe midst of tlme 
Depression. 
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Acreage of m~ertv: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/614810/3901410 

Verbal Boundarv Descri~rion: 

Lot 18, Ten Acre Donation to the Town of Searcy. 

Boundam Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resowe. 










