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National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form s for use in nominating or requesting determinations of sligiblity for Individual properties or districts. Sea Instructiona In Guideines
for Completing National Reglster Forms {National Register Buletin 18). Complete aach itam by marking “‘'x’ in ihe appropriats box or by entering
the requested information. if an itam doas not epply to the property baing documented, anter “N/A’ tor “not applicable.'’ For functions, styles, matsrials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the Instructions. For additionai space use continuation shasts
{Form 10-800m). Type all entries.

1. Nams of Property
historic name ___Bank of Searcy
other names/site number __ kesource #WH2014

2. Locatlon ,
strest & number 301 North Spruce __Inot for publication N/A
city, town Searcy (e ViCinity N/A
8ate A rlkansas code AR gounty White code 145 zipcode 72143
3. Classitication
Ownership of Property Categary of Property Number of Resources within Property
% private [X] bullding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local [ distriet 1 bulldings

L_] pubtic-State Csite sites
| public-Federal (] strueture structures

[ objact objects

1 0 Tota!

Name of related muitiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

Historic and grch]tﬁct“ra] Resources listed in the National Register __N/A
of White Countv, Arkansas .

4. State/Federal Agency Certlfication

As the designated authority under the Naticnal Historlc Preservation Act of 1866, as amended, | heraby cerlify that this
nomination [_] request for determination of allgibility mests the documentation standards for regiatering properties In the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural angd professional requiremeanta ast forth in 36 CFR Pan 80,

| In my ofipion.the property Emgsg_dc:w;onm Register criteria. __| Ses continuatign. sheet. -
a j"‘ }3 -~ ? o

Signature of certifying oﬁi@' o a . Dats
Arkansas Historic PreseYvation Program

State cr Federal agency ang bureau

In my opinion, the property |: meets Ddoea not meet the Nationa! Register criteria. D See continuation gheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federsl agency and bureay

5. Natlonal Park Sarvice Cartification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

Damered in the National Register,
[:] See continuation shael.

Ddetermined eligible for the National
Register. [__| See continuation sheet.

"] determined not efigible for the
Nationae Register. .

("lremoved from the National Register.
| other, (explain:)

Signature of the Ksaper Date of Action



bl 2y
' s

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions ;enter categories from instructions)
- COMMERCIAL/ Bank

Current Functions {enter categories from instructions) -
COMMERCIAL/ Office

7. Description

Architectural Classification
{enter categories trom instructions)

OTHER: _C (a1l V 1

Maierials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete
walls brick
roof 7 asphalt
other

Describe praéent and historic physical appearance,

Xl Sea continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significancs ,
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation 1o other proparties:
J nationally [ statewide locally

Appficable National Register Criteria [_JA [ 18 [Xic [D
iteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ _JA [8 [Jc [Jo [Je [JF [Ja

Areas of Significance {enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTORE _c. 1905 ' c. 1905

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significam Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significaﬁce of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

See continuation sheet



8. Major Bibliographical References

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas,' Section H.

(] See continuation sheet
Previoua documentation on file INPS):

[l pretiminary determination of Individua! listing (38 CFR an Primary looation of additfonsi data:
has been requested State historic preservation office
@prwloualy listed in the National Register Other State agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Federal agency
denignated a Natlonal Historie Landmark . Local government
[recorded by Historle Amarican Bulldings [ Univeraity
Survey # [ other
Drecordod by Historle Amerloan Engineering Speclty repository:
Record #

10._Geographical Data
Acreage of propeny

UTM References
Al Ll e T o) o Ly 3 I I R N A I R
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
3 I N T T TR O T T » 3 I O I O T B R T B
[E See continuation sheet
Verbal Beundary Description k ' TSN Tt L
- et n
@ Ses continusition sheet
i' C =y iz
Boundary Justification

™

[x] see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nameftile _____Joe De Rose, Svxvey Coordinator

organization _Arkansas Historic Preservation Program date __16_April, 1990 -
street & number __225 F Markham, Suite 300 telephone __501=371-2763
clty or town Lirrla Rock state .__Arkansas 2ip code 722001

*U SGPO 1888-0-223-918
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— Continuation Sheet

Section number ______ Page '

Description

Commercial buildings of the Railroad Era (1870-1914) mirrored current architectural trends. Builders during this
period in White County did not construct many high-style buildings; they instead used architectural details from
these styles to elaborate their basically vemacular buildings. The Bank of Searcy is no exception to this.

Located on the northwest comer of N. Spruce and W. Arch Streets, this building was constructed on the
courthouse square in Searcy. The building is two-stories in height, rectangular in shape and of brick construction.
The building was constructed ¢. 1905 and is good condition. Its main, or east elevation is dominated by two
Doric columns that flank the siorefront, The original ground floor of this elevation has been completely aitered;
none of the original fabric remains, The second floor of the east elevation, however, stll retains the original one-
over-one double-humg wood sash ribbon windows. A corbelled brick segmented arch caps these windows.
Extending across the main elevation and continuing on to the first bay of the south elevation is a dentiled comice,
A similar comice is found on the west elevation of the structure. This building has a flat roof with parapet. The
first bays of both the east and west elevations of the building are fenestrated with one-over-one double-hung sash
windows. A similar window is found on the first floor of the west elevation while a single centrally placed door
accesses the ground floor of the east elevation, Fenestration found on the south elevation of the structure consists
of symmetrically placed one-over-one double-hung sash segmented arch windows. A single symmeirically placed
door accesses this elevation, :
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United States Department of the Interior
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National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page _r

Significance

The Bank of Searcy first came into being on June 15, 1904, when William Watkins opened the doors of the new
bank, It was originally called the Bank of Searcy. At first it was only open for business on altemate days and
had a capital structure of $15,000. By October of the same year the bank began to be open on a daily basis.
Shorly thereafier a large fire destroyed all of the buildings on the west side of the court square. The Searcy Bank
was forced to move temporarily across the street while the present building was constructed, In 1906, the name
was changed to The Bank of Searcy and this is probably when the current building was constmcted, The name
was changed back 10 the Searcy Bank in 1943 and on July 1, 1967 the National Banking association accepted
it into its organization and changed the name to the First Nationai Bank.

Although this building no longer functions as a bank it is significant for the level of architectural integrity it still
retains from this period. It is the best extant example of Classical Revival architecture in Searcy. For this reason
it is being nominated under Criterion C with local significance.
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10 1

Saction number Page

Acreage of property: Less than one

UTM References:

A 15/614750/3901320

Verbal Boundary Description:
The southern half of Lot 11, Ten Acre Donation to the Town of Searcy.

Boundary Justification:

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.
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