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1. Heme of Property 
- . -  

histor~c name YcRae Jail 
1 7 1 9  

2.Cocation 
sfrear & nurnkr N/A Unotlorpublicatlon N / A  

clty, town McRae Ij vlclnlty Pi l A 
stat& Arkansas county whim code 145 cod0 771n7 

3, Clmwlflortlon 
Nwrnkr ol  R ~ o u m o r  wlthin Pmprrty 

prlvatr bwlldlrrq(r) Contrlbutlng Noncontrtbutlng 
9 publl~.local dlrtrlet 1 buHdlng6 

publlc=Stata [7 rlt0 - @I!@@ 
pubtlc-Fedml rtruetun - mtructunc 

0 o b ~ ~  7 C) 
obJmet8 
Totml 

lame ot related rnufllplr proplty llotl~ Nurr wntrlbutlng mourcm pr? 
li,$toric and Archttectural rces - Iktol Natbnal Rs~lsisr .4vb 

- 
As the designated authority under t J Hlatorle P n l , ~ ~ t l 0 t 7  Act 07 lD66, as emended, I hsrsby csrtlty that thla 

nomlnatbn rrequest lor determlnatlon of 0llglblHty meets tho docum@ntatlon mandads b r  rd~glbtsrlng propertIra In the 
,he Natlor 

ic ~ r e s ~ r v a t i o ~ P r o n r a m  
Stsm or Federal agency and buraau 

tn my opinron, the properly rn- ndmm not mset the National RegYer crlterla. ah contlnumtion sbet. 

Date I 

I sate or Federa! egency and bureau 

5. NatlonaP Park Sewlce CertlfEc 
I, hereby, certify Ihal this property IS: 

aentered in the National Register. - U See continuation sheel. 
mdetermined eligible lor the National 

Register. see conllnuation sheet. 
qdetermined not eligible lor the 

NationaE Register. 

removsd from the Natlonel Reglater, 
other, (explain:} 



- I 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions {enter categories from instructions) 

~overnmentj Correctional F a c i l i t y  Vacant / Rot in use 

- 

jr, Oescrlptlon 
Architectural Classification Materials tenter cateuwies from instructions) - 
{enter categories from insttvetians) 

concrete 
OTHFR: W A  Architecture walls concrete 

.#-# concrete 
other steel 

Describe p r w n t  and historic physical appearance. 



- 
8. Statement of Slgnlflcance 
Certifying official has considered the slgnlflcance of this property in relation to other properlh 

nationally statewide l ~ a H y  

Applicable Nationai-Register Criteria ' DA 17 B IC D - 

Sriterla Corwldmtions (Exceptions) A R 0 c I1 D E IF a~ 
Areas d Significance (enter categories from instructions) 

L A W  
Period of Significance Signifjcant Dates 

1934 1934 

Cultural Affillat on N J  A 

Significa Person Arch ectlsuilder 
~ o i % s  Progress Administratioo 

State significance- d property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, end areas and per ids  of significance noted a m ,  

l~ee contirmatim sheet 



See "Historic and Architectural Resaurces of White County, Arkansas, " Sect ion H 
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10. Qmoanphleml Datm 
Acreage of property Less  than 1 acre 3, - - *  . 

UTM R&encea 
A 11 15 1 161017 14 i3 IQ 1 13 t8 I8 16 10 14 101 

Zona Eastlng Northlng Zone Emtlng . Northing 
e w  lllllll lllrllll 

Verbal Bounday h r l p t l o n  

Boundary JWfftcation 

11. Form Prepared By 
nama)tlzls Jill Ravles. National Register Historian 
orgenlzatbn Arkansas H i s t o r i c  Preservation Proeram date 14 UwemGer, 1 989 
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Located in @ middle of a field in the small White County town of McRae, a s  jail i s  srill 
in good condition, although it hasn't been in use for several years. It is a one-story, one-room building 
consrruc~ed of reinforced cast concrete, with a concrete block foundation and a flat concrete mof. h 
h e  center of the front elevation is a steel door with a small, b a d  opening; there are two other 
exrrcmely small, bamd openings serving as windows on the two side elevations. 
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As one of only three White County jds built by WPA labor, the McRae jail is in the best 
condition of the three, and is significant because of its  associations with the community's government 
and civic fmctions following its August, 1934 construction [See the associated property type for 
Religious and Insritutional Buildings, Depression Era. The structure is also sepresentatjve of the 
attempts for economic survival and the general way of life &at characterized the Depression era in 
McRae. Et is therefere being considered for nomination under National Register Criterion A with local 
simificance. 

The small town of McRae, which was organized in the late 1890's, based its economy on the 
railroad, as did most other White County towns [See Historic Context 2: The Railroad Era]. The chief 
occupations in the town were railroading and sawmilIing, with a box factory and several other wood- 
working plants among the major industries. The 1920's strawbeq born  was a boost to the town's 
economy as well as i ~ s  population, which peaked at about 1200 before the onset of lh Ikpression. 
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Verbal Boundan Description: 

Begimhg at the polat formed by the interntion of the nodheastern edge of the adj-t wmmd alley with a 
perpendicular line running parallel to tbe northwestern elevation of the jail and located 50 feet to the nodwed 
thereof: p r o d  norlheasterly along said line for a distance of approximately 100 feet tn a poiat f o d  by i@s 
intersection with a perpendicular line tunning parallel to the nofieastern eIevation of the jail; thence pmxed 
southeasterly for a distance of approximately 100 feet along said b e  to a p i n t  fwmed by its intmtioa with a 
perpendicular line running parallel to the sou theastern elevation of the jail; thence pn>ceed m u t h ~ ~ y  al w g  said 
line for a distance of approximately 100 feet ro a pint formed by its i n w t i c m  with a pwpendidar line m i n g  
along the northeastern edge of tho adjacent alley; thtnce proceed north~~skr3y along said line for a distance of 
approximatety 100 feet to the point of begiming. 

Boundaw Justificazion: 

The original lot has h e m  subdivided during the non-historic pefid, mlt ing  in an indefinite m t  lot boundary; 
therefore. this boundary includzs all the property historically misted with this resource that retains its integrity. 






