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This form |s for use in nominating or requeating determinations of #ligibllity for Indhvidual properties or districts. Ses Instructions in Guiceines
for Compileting Nationa! Register Forms (Natlonal Register Bullatin 16). Complete each Item by marking “x' In the appropriate box or by entaring
the requested information, f an itern doas not apply lo the property baing documented, enter “MN/A™ far “'not applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructlons. For additignal space use continuation shests
(Form 10-800a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historlc name Laws-Jarvis House

other namea/site number Resource #WHI 390

2. Location _ ,
sireet & number 400 North Wain otreet not for publication N/A
clty, town Beebe ] - vicinity NJA
siete Arkansas cods AR county White code 145 zZlp code_ 72012
3, Classification
Ownerehip of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Propsrty
[X] private X buildingts) Contributing Noncontributing
(] public{ocal [ distriet 1 bulidings
] pubtic-State site siten
] public-Fedaral structure structures
[ object objects
1 0 __ Total
tame of related multiple property Iiatln% Numbser of contributing resources previcusly
fistoric and Architectural Resources listed in the Netional Regleter ___N/A

or _White Lounty, IR ERLER
4, State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the Natlonal Histarlc Presarvation Act of 16865, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination [_] raguest for determination of eligibility mests the documentation standards for registaring properties In the

Nauoal Fleglsler of Historic Placee un meels the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
e not mgpt the National Register criteria. See continuagjon lhu9 90

- — - |

Date [

Arkansas toric Preservati®d Program
State or Federal agency and bureau

in my opinion, the propery Dmasts Ddoes not meet the National Register criterla. D Ses continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other officiat Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Natlonal Park Service Certification
|, hereby, certify that this property ia:
[l entered in the Nationa!l Register.
|:| See continuation sheet,
[Jdetermined sligibie for the National
Registar. [:]See continuation sheet,
™ Jdetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dramoved from tha Nattonal Register.
[ other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Actlon



€. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from insiruclions)
Domestic/Single Dwelling

Current Functions {enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/Single Dwelling

.

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categontes trom instructions)

Other: Ell-shaped

Materials {enter categories from instructions})

foundation __brick

walls weatherboard
roof asphalt shingle
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[X] see continuation shest



8. Statement of Significance

Cenifying cfficial has coneldered the significance of this property In relation to other properties:

[Cnationally [ statewide  [X]locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [18 [X¢ [Clo
Jriteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [J8 [Jc [Jo [Je [JF [a

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Architecture c. 1880

Significant Dates
c. 1880

Culturat Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A - __unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[x]see continuation sheet



9. Major Bibilographical References

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas,™

[ 8

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Cpreliminary determination of individual leting (38 CFR 07)
hia beer requested
praviously llsted In the National Raglster
previcusly determined efigibls by the National Register
designated & Natlonal Historic Landmark

Section H.

("] 8ee continuation sheet

Primary lccation of additional data:
[__| State historic preservation office
Other State agency

Federal agency

| Local government

recerded by Mistoric American Bulldings ; Unlversity
Survey # 3 Other
([Jrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specity repository:
Record #
10._Geographical Data
Acreage of propenty
UTM References
7 X T I I I S T T S S - T I T AN A A |
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
3 TR I T T I A N » 3 O I T T I I A

[X] See continuation shest

Verbal Boundary Description

[X See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[X] See continuation sheet

11, Form Prepared By

namaftiie _Joe DeRose, Survev Coordinator

orpanization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program . ___  date

—4 April, 1960
telephone (501 )371-27A43

street & number __225 E. Markham, Suyite 300
city ar 1own Lictle Rock state _Arkansas

*U.S GPC:1688-0-223-918

zip code &pL__
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Description

During the Railroad Era (1870-1914) in White County a variety of vemacular houses were
constructed. They were also built out of a variety of materials. Surviving examples from this period,
however, are somewhat limited. The Laws-Jarvis House is a fine example of a one-story ell-shaped
building that is of frame construction and clad with weatherboard. The gable roof is covered with
composition shingles and the entire structure rests on a brick foundation.

Located at 409 N. Main Street, this building was constructed less than four blocks northwest
of Beebe's Missouri-Pacific Railroad depot. The Laws-Jarvis House was constructed ¢. 1880, and is
still in good condition. Its main, or east, elevation is dominated by a central one-bay gable roof porch.
The porch roof is suppornted by slender wooden columns capped with simple wooden capitals. The
entry into the central hall comnsists of a single door flanked by three-pane arched sidelights with wooden
kicks capped by a four-pane transom, Other doors on the original structure are located on the west
and south elevations; the former is symmetrically placed while the latter is not. All windows on the
original building are symmetrically arranged and consist of either single or paired four-over-four double-
hung wood sash windows with pedimented lintels.

Other architectural details found on the building consist of a wide frieze board not only on the
main building itself but in the gable end of the portico as well, and gable returns on both the north
and south elevations. There are three brick chimneys found on this structure only one of which
appears 1o be original. The large corbelled brick chimney located where the two pans of the original
building intersect appears to be original. A smaller brick chimney rises from the gable peak just west
of this chimney. A small brick chimney is located on the exwerior of the southwest portion of the
original building,

A gable roof room is attached to the westemmost portion of the rear-ell; it is not clear if this
room is original or not. Its north and west elevations are fenestrated with pairs of four-over-four
double-hung wood sash windows that are capped with pedimented lintels; these are similar 10 ones
found on the rest of the structure. An open shed roof porch originally stretched along the south side
of the rear-ell. This has since been enclosed: the western part has been screened in while a single
asymmetrically placed four-pane fixed frame window relieves the rest of the former porch.
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Significance

While it is unclear of the role Laws played in the community a clue is offered from the
location of his house on N. Main Street. This area is known locally as "Silk Stocking Row”. Tt ¢an
therefore be assumed that he was rather wealthy. The next owner of the house, Ben Jarvis, upheld the
tradition associated with this street; he was a long time mayor of Beebe,

When this house was constructed, ¢. 1880, it was built with the then common floorplan of a
centra! hall and a rear-ell, Even though there are forty-one ell-shaped buildings dating to the Railroad
Era (1870-1914) still left in the county very few exhibit the amount of integrity found in the Laws-
Jarvis House. For this reason it is being nominated under Criterion C with local significance.
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Acreage of property: Less than one

UTM References:

A 15/601950/3881490

Verbal Boundary Description:

Beginning at the point formed by the intersection of the western edge of Main Street with a perpendicular line
running parallel to the porthem elevation of the house and located 50 feet to the north thereof, proceed westerly
glong said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to the point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular
line renning parallel to the western elevation of the building; thence proceed southerly along said line for a distance
of approximately 200 feet to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running parallel to the
southern elevation of the building; thence proceed easterly for a distance of approximately 200 feet along said line
to a point formed by its intersection with & perpendicular line mmaing along the western edge of Main Street; thence
proceed northerly for a distance of approximately 200 feet to the point of beginning.

Boundary Justification:

The original lot has been subdivided during the non-historic period, resulting in an indefinite current lot boundary;
therefore, this boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource that retains its integrity.
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