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1. Nmms of Property 
hlmtorlc name Laws-Jarvis House 
other nrmealaltr number Resource fiWH1396 

2, Locltlon 
strsst & number 409 Kor t h  !lain Street U not Tor publtertlon K/A 
clty, town Eeebe U vlcln!ty S1X 
ut~ts Arkansas code ,4R wrunfy h'hite - ooda 14 5 rl~ooda 72012 
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3, Clsasllleatlon 
Ownarshlp of Prcper~j Cate~ory of Property Nurnbsr of Reawr~ss wlthln Propmrty 

privats buildlnp(r) Contrlbulln~ Nonuontrlbutlng 
P U ~ ~ ~ C . I O ~ ~ I  [ ;;;zr, 1 bultdlngl 
publlc.Stale - 1lt8a 
pub lie-Fsdnnl - m a t u n a  

E l  0 b 1 ~  - ObJaCt8 
1 Q T o t r l  

lame of nlared multlple property Hlln Nurnkr ot eontrlbvtlng nrouremr pnvlouhy 
Iiscoric and Arch tec turd %esuurces l latd In tha Nmtlonal Rwlrtar N/A 
L oJ Whl t e  Comtv. Arkansas 

4. StatelFederal Agency Csrtlllcatlon 

1 - Aa the designated - authority under the Natlonal Hlmrlc Prsssrvatlon Act of 1 W6. .a ammdd.  I hereby osrtlv thmt thlo 
] I nnmlnation U requesr lor detemlnatlon of sliglbflty meets the doeumentatlon ~andardr lor rsglsterlng proprtlm In tha I 

I 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the properly u r n e a t s  m d o e s  not meat ths National Reglstsr crlterla. 8bs mntlnuatlon sheet. 

I S~QM~UR of mmmsnting or other onisla1 Data I 
State w Federal agency and burtrau I 

5. Nutlonrl Park Sawlca CeRIflcatlon 
I, hereby, certlQ that Zhla propeny la 

e n t e d  In the Natlonal Reglster. 
m contrnuatb 8hslt. 

determlnsd allglbls for the Mdtlonel 
Registar. see contlnurtim onshest. 

7 d~termlmd not ellglbla for the 
Nattonel Register. 

[3aernoved from the Natlonal Reglster. 
other, (axplain:) 

Slgnatum d ttm Keeper Data of Actlon 



6. Function or Umm 
Hlslortc Functions (enter categories from instruetiom) Current Functions (enter categories from intrtwcths) 
Dmes tic/  S ingle  Dweilin~ 

7. m r i p t l o n  
Archileetu ral Classifcation Materials (enter categories from instmetions) 
(enter categwies tmm insttuetions) 

roundation brick 
wafls weatherboard 

root asphalt s b l e  

mribe present and h i i  physical appsaram. 

~ e e  continuation sheet 



I. Stdtement of Slgnlflcancs 
Cerlifylng officlet hae considered the JgnMcance of thEs propeq In rel6tion to other properHh 

AppnmHe Natknal Register Crftd* UA DB m~ ED 

Areas of Significance (enter categories fmm Instructions) 
Architecture 

Period d Signifkame Signifmnt Dates 
c .  1880 A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person 

State significance of property, and justify crfterla, erlteria considemtions, end armas and perids of significance noted above. 



9. Major Blbllographlcsl Rsfrrsncr8 

See "Historic and Architectural ~esources of White Camty, Arkwsas, " Section R. 

Cmbur doeumrntatbn on flh (NPS): 
~pre l lm lnr ry  dltwmlnatlon a! Indlvldurl llotlng (34 CFR a?) 

hw b w n  nqumrtmd 
prwlourly Illted In the Nrtlmrl Rmglatw 
pnvloualy datwmln.cF rllgtble by the NYnonal Rmglltmr 
dealgnatsd R Nntlonrl Hl#torle Landmark 
ncerded by Hlmtorlc Amrrlern Bulldlngr 

Primary lwrtlan el addltlonrl data: 
8trtm hlrtorle pnaarvrtlan ofltor 
Othmr Stan agency 
Fdmnl rqmney 

b Plnlvrrulty 
Qthmr 

8prclty npolltory: 

Aeraags of property 

VTM Rdursncsa 
A l l t l i l l l l l  

Zone Eestlng 
u 
Norlhlng 

B W  u u 
Zone Eastlng Northln~ 

See contlnuatbn s h m  

See mntlnuation sheet 

Boundary Justifieatlon 
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namshltre Joe Wdose, Survey Coordinator 
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Description 

During the Railmad Era (1870-1914) in White County a variety of vemcdas houses were 
constructed. They were also built out of a variety of makrials. Surviving examples from this priod, 
however, are somewhat limited. The Laws-Jamis House is a line example of a one-story ell-shaped 
building that is of frame constmctien and clad with weatherboard. The gable roof is covered with 
composition shingles and the entire structure rests on a hick foundation. 

Located at 409 N. Main Street this building was consuucted less than four blocks nonhwest 
of Beelx's Missouri-Pacific Railroad depot. The Laws-Jamis House was constnrcted c. 1880, and is 
still in good condition. Its main, or east, elevation is dominated by a central one-bay gable roof porch 
The porch roof is supported by slender wooden columns capped with simple wooden capitals. The 
entry into the central hall m i s t s  of a single door flanked by W - p a n e  arched sidelights with w W e n  
kicks capped by a fmr-pane transom. Other doors on rhe original structure are located on the west 
and south elevations; the former is symmetrically placed while the latter is not. All windows on the 
original building are symmetrically arranged and consist of either single or paired four-over-four double- 

I hung wood sash windows with @menbed lintels. 

O ~ e r  architectural detaiIs found on the building consist of a wide frieze board not only on the 
main building isself but in the gable end of the portico as well, and gable returns an both the north 
and south elevations. These are three brick chimneys found an this structure only one of which 
appears to be original. The large corbelled brick chimney located where the two pans of F k  original 
building intersect appears to lx original. A smaller brick chiimy rises from the gable peak just west 
of this chimney. A small brick chimney is located on the exredor of the southwest portion of the 
original building. 

A gable roof room is attached zo the westemmost portion of the rear-en: it is not clear if this 
room is original or not, Its nonh and west elevations ate fenestrated with pairs of four-over-four 
double-hung wood sash windows that are capped with pedimental Iintels; these are similar to ones 
found on the mz of the structure. An open shed roof porch originally stretched along the south side 
of the rear-ell. This has since been enclosed; the western part has hen screened in while a single 
asymmetrically placed four-pane f i e d  fmne window relieves the rest, of the former porch. 
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Significance 

While it Is unclear of the role Laws played in the community a clue is offered from the 
location of his house on N. Main Street. This area is kfiown locally as "Silk Stocking Row". Pt can 
therefore be assumed that  he was rather wealthy. The next owner of the house, Ben Jarvjs, upheld h e  
tradition associated with this street; he was a long time mayor of Bwk. 

When this house was w m c t e d ,  c. 1880, it was built with the zhen common floorplan of a 
centla! hall and a rear-ell. Even though Wre are fony -one ell-shaped buildings dating to the Railroad 
Era (1870-1914) still left in the county very few exhibit the amount of integrity found in the Laws- 
Jarvis House. For this reason it is being nominated under Criterion C with local sigmficance. 



Unlted States Department of the Interlor 
National Park Sewice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 10 Page 1 

. . 
UTM References: 

Verbal Boundan Description: 

Beginning at the p i a t  formed by tbe intersection of tbe western edge of Mah StFeet with 8 pecpendicular h e  
mnning parallel to the northern elevation of the howe aad lwted 50 feet to tbe north thereof, proceed westerly 
aImg said line for a dismce of approximately 200 feet to the point formed by its hintersection with a perpendicular 
line nvlning parallel to the western eIevariw of the building; &en- procsed southerly alwg said line fur a distance 
of approximately 200 feet to a point formed by its i n k m i o n  with a perpendicular line nmning parallel to the 
southern eIevatian of the building; thence proceed m r l y  for a distance of approximately 200 feet alwg said line 
to a pint formad by its intersection with e pqendicular lime ilmning along Ibe westera edge of Main Street; theace 

northerly for a distance of approximtdy 200 feet to the paint of beginning, 

Tbt original lot has h d i v i d e d  during the non-historic period, resulting in rm indehite cnrrent lot bomdq;  
thmfore, this boundary includes all the property historically asmciated with this m u m  that retains its integrity. 














