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-- -------- ---,,,,-----,t= -- ---------- ------------------ ---------- ---------- 
I. Hame of Praperty 
===================I-------- ---------------- .................... 
historic name: Stiwe Cotton Gin 

ether name/site number: Beebe Cotton GinlResource #WE1393 

2, m a t i o n  ------------ --------- ..................................................... --------------- 
street & number: Flor ida  and Cmress Streets 

not f o r  publication: N/A 

city/town: Beebe vicinity: N/A 

state :  county: White code: AR 1 4 5  zip code: ,72012 

-----+--- ,,,,--,,,,=====I---==============I_I_I_I_I_-------------- 

3, Classification -- --------- ---.I===========================---=======-------------+----- 
Ownership of Property: private  

Category Property : 

Number of Resources within Property: 

Contributing Noncontributing 

buildings 
sites 

1 structures 
objects 

1 T o t a l  

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: N/A 

Name of related mul t ip l e  property l i s t i n g :  Historic and Architectural 
Resources of White Countv, Arkansas 



---- r-,==,,-=====ie======------- -- ------- ------------------- 
L .  Statepederal Agency certification 

__ll----dl------L-------dI------- 
_________--__----__h*---+--+-------I ===---===-========== 
1s the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation A c t  
f 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination 

~ e q u e s t  f o r  determination of eligibility meets t h e  documentation 
standards for  registering properties in the National Register of 
His to r i c  Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
s e t  forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion,  the property X meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. See continuation 

d - a r - ~ ~  
Date 

& A r m  
S t a t e  or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not m e e t  the National 
Register cr i ter ia ,  - See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other o f f i c i a l  Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

<-=------.--------------I- -- ,,,,,--------------,,,,-,,,,-- --- -------- 

,. National Park Service Certification -------------- ............................................................... 

I, hereby certify that this property is: 

- entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 

. determined eligible for the 
National Register 
- See continuation sheet .  - determined not eligible for  the 
National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 



- - - - -- - -. 

6 .  Function or Use ----- ------------------- 
----+----------------------------------------------- 

!istosic: ~ndustrial Sub: Cotton Gin 

- 

Current : 1 Sub: Not in Use 

7 .  Description 
=======-=======--==-=rrn=~ ===,,-=====r--===-== 

Architectural Classification: 
Other: Industrial Vernacular 

Othgr Description: 

Materials: foundation Concrete roof Metal 
walls Metal other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. See continuation 
shee t .  



u. amsrnent of Slgnlflwme 
Certily~ng offlaal has considered the significance of this proparty in relation to other propgrtles: 

nationally - I statewide ~[loca~l~ 

Applicable National AegisteKriteria a~ DB a~ UO 

Jrbria Considerations (Exceptions) OA UB UC UD 'DE 3~ 

heas of SigniOcame (enter categories from instructions) Period of SigniTtce Significant Dates 

c. 1930 
N/4 

N/A 

Cultural Aftfliation 
N / a  

State significance of property, and justify crltetla, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of signifeance mled a h .  



I C 

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas, ' 3 ~ e t  ion H. 

M o u 8  documlrntutlon on fllr (UPS): 
prsllmlnary dasrmlnntlon of lndlvldual llstlng (36 CFR 87) 

prsvlouaty ll~tsd In the Natlonal RsgMar 
prsvlously detsrmlnsd rllglbls by the Natlond Reglater 
dnalgnnted e Natlonal Hlstorle Landmark 
recorded by Hltstortc Amarlcan Bultdlngr 
Survey C 

[Zl recorded by 'Mkt~tlc American Englneerlng 

Prlmry loeatlon of addltlonel data: 
state hlatorlc prsasrvntlpn off lw 
Other Slats agency 
~adsru~ agency 
Local governmmnt 

Cj Unlvanlty 
Other 

Speclv repository: 
Record # 

10. Oaogrsphlcal Data 
Acnage of property 

UTM References 
A I  - u 

Zone .Eestlng Northing 

+ \ -  
' 5  rX1-r contlnudbn a h a  

1 1. Form Prepared By - 
nsmsltltle Jill 3avles. Historian - 
~ ~ n n l z a t l m  Arkasas  Historic Preservation Program date 22 March. 1990 
utrwtknumbr 2 7 5  E-Uarkham. Suite 300 telephone 3 
clty tv Wm rtats ilrkansa zlp code 42201 
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Cotton gins are directly involved in the processing of cotton. Because utility and efficient 
operation are their primary concerns, they are generally void of stylistic detailing. Their 
importance, however, lies Hithin their function. 

The Stipe Cotton Gin is no exception to this. It is a Wstm-y ,  mss-gable rmfed, 
rectangular, steel f m e  structure, sheathed in comgatd metal, which houses the compressor 
essential to the pracessing of cotton. The compressor is a stam-powered baling device which 
pressed the cotton, into five hundred pound bales which were then ready for shipment. 

Attached to the west elevation of the structure is a one-story, shed mfed drive which 
encloses the scales which were used to determine the weight of the bales of cotton. Just notth 
of the scales is a structure the original use of which is unborn. Because of its proximity to 
the main building, it is assumed that this structure was used as a chute which dispensed cotton 
by-products to waiting vehicles. This structure is circular in shape and constructed of riveted 
sheet metal. It is supported by a steel frame. Fenestration on this side of the structure cunsists 
of nine-pe fixed frame windows as well as six-pane awning windows. 

A one-story, shed mfed drive runs the entire width of the north elevation. Located 
a k e  the shed roof are two, six-pane awning windows whiIe two sliding, corngated metal 
doors are located below it. Fenestration on the east elevation is similar to that of the west. 

A sheet metal pipe connects the main building with the boiler which i s  lowted to the 
north amss Cypress St. This circular structure is constructed of riveted sheet mew and rests 
on a m tinuous cast concrete foundation. The boiler provided steam power for the machinery 
within the cotton gin building. Southeast of the main building is the Seed Hopper. The two 
original hoppers have been replaced but the steel f m e  supports still illmain intact. 

The Seed Storage Building lies to the east of the main building. This one-andqne-half- 
story, frame, single crib with side drives is clad with corngated metal and is largely intact. Pt 
rests on a c ~ n t i n ~ ~ u s  cast concrete foundation. All windows, and most door openings, have 
been covered up with p l y w d .  The boiler and its associated chute, and the Seed Storage 
Building are both contributing, resulting in a total of three contributing resources within the 
complex. The Seed Hopper, because it has largely been replaced, is nonmntributiag. 

While this complex Is currently abandoned it is still in good condition. 
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Simi ficance 

Around 1930, when this gin was constructed, all harvested cotton from local faansteads was 
brought. herc for initial processing. During this perid, culton was the predominant crop in while 
County and it was one of the top cotton producing counlies in the state. The Stipe Cotton Gin is but 
one of only five historic cotton gin complexes remaining in fhe county which d m  from ms p ~ m r r s  
period, This cotton gin is significant also because of the rule it played in the development and history 
of the surrounding community. Much of fhe agricultural potential of the sumunding area was realized 
through the o p e d o n  of this facility. This gin served tbe needs of not only the residents of Beebe but 
the surrounding arcas as well, 
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k than one 

UTM References 

Verbal Boundan Description: 

Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of the nodmstern edge of Florida St& with a peqxmdidar line 
m n i n g  pallel to the suutheastwn elevation of the associated Seed Storage Building and located approximately 50 
feet to the southcsst thereof, procoed northeasterly along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to a point 
f o d  by its intersection with a perpendicular line running parallel to the norbeastern elevation of the Seed Storage 
Budding; theme proceed northwesterly for a distance of approximately 200 feet dong iaid line to a point formed 
by its intersection with a perpendicular line sunning parallel to the northwestern elevation of the m i a t e d  Bailer; 
heact proxed southwesterly along said line for a distance of approximate1y 200 feet to a p i n t  formed by its 
i n w t i w  with a perpendicular line running along the northeastem edge of Florida Street; thence p d  
wntheasterly along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to the point of k g h h g .  

The original Iot has been subdivided during the am-historic perid, resulting m en iadefiaite current lot bmdary; 
therefore, this boundary includes all the property historicaIIy associated with h i s  m u r c e  that retains its integrity. 
















