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United States Department of the Interior _
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form ia for use in nominating or requasting determinations of sliglbliity for Individual properties or districts. See Instructions in Guidelines
for Compilating National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 18). Complete each item by marking ‘x”" In the appropriate box or by sntering
the requasted information, If an item doas not apply to ine property belng documentad, anfer "N/A" for '‘not applicable.” For functions, stylss, materists,
and areas of significance, enter only tha categories and subcategories fiated In the Instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type &M antries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Beebe Jail
other names/site number  Resource #WH1368

2. Location , ]
streel & number  N/A __|not for publication /A
city, town _ Beebe L vicinity N/A
state Arkansas code AR county White 7 ecode 145 Zip code 72010
3. Classification
Ownaership of Pronerty Category of Property Number of Rescurces within Property
[ private [X] buliding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local [ district 1 bulidinge
] public-State [ site sltes
[ public-Federal [ structure structures
[ object objects
1 0 Total
‘ame of related muliiple property listing: Number of contributing rascurces praviously
istoric and Architec tural Resources listed In the Natlonal Register ___N/A

v

<L _White Countyv, Arkansas
4, Stats/Federal Agsncy Certification

1 As the designated euthority undsr the National Historlc Pressrvation Act of 1988, as amended, | hereby certity that this |
nomination [__] requast for determination of ellgibliity meeta the documentation atandards for registering properties In the
| National Register of Historlc Places and meseta the procedural and professional requiremants sst forth in 36 CFR Part 80,

pot the National Register griteria. [ see comlnuagan shg;. 9 A

: O Data
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program )
State or Federal agency and bureau ]

Signature of commenting or other official Date

‘ In my opinion, the property D maoais Ddoes not mee! tha National Registar criteria, D Ses continuation ahest.
|
|

State or Federal agency and buresu

5. National Park Service Certlication
I, hareby, certify that this property is:

[Jentered in the Nationel Register.
[T sea continuation sheet.

D detarmined eligi-ie for the National
Register. [ 500 continuetion sheet.

™ lgetermined not eligible for the
National Reglster. . *

[ "] removad from the National Reglster.
[other, (explaln:)

Signature of the Kesper ) Date of Actlon



-

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions {enter categories from instructions)
— Government/ Correctional Facility

Current Funclions (enter calegories from instructions)
—— Vacant/ Not in [lge

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter cateqories from instructions)

Other: WPA Architecture

"Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete
walls __ Concrets
roof Concrete
other Iron

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[X] see continuation sheet



8. _Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[Inationally . [ statewide [ X tocaty

Applicable National Register Criteria []A (18 [Jc [p
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [_JA [JB [Jc [Clo [Je [Jf [Je

Arens of Significance {enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Law 1935 1935

Cuttural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A Works Progress Admindistration

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

E]Sao continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H.

Previous documentation on flle (NPS):

[ preliminary determination of individual listing (38 CFR 67)
has been requestad

Dprwiousry listed In the Natlona!l Reglster

[ previously determined eligible by the National Register

] designated & Nationa! Historic Landmark

[l recorded by Historic American Bulldings
Survey #

[recorded by Historic American Enginsering
Record #

[:]See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
DState historic preservation office
[_]Other State agency

[_]Federat agency

[ ]Local government

[ J university

] other

Specify repository:

10._Qeographical Date

Acreage of property

UTM Referances

I S T O T T ST O I S '
Zone Easiing Northing

c L | | B T A

Bl ] Ll | L
Zone  Eastin Northing

DL_L_II'I[III|II'tJJI

[} See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

[E Sen continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

(X See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared ﬁv

nama/title Jill Bavles, National Register Historiap _
organization _Arkansas Historic Preservatio date 13 _Novemhey , 1989

sirest & number 225 E Markham, Suite 300

telephone 501=-371=2763

clty or town Little Rock

mate _Arkaneas = zip code 22201

#U.8.6P0:1988:0-223-618



aﬂm ) OMiB Approvel No. 10840018

Unlted States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sectionnumber _7_ Page _1

Description

This small, now-abandoned jail, unaltered and in good condition, is located in an alley in the
southwest White County town of Beebe and was built in 1935 as a project of the Works Progress
Administration. Although its simple design, construction method and materials used can be found in
the other WPA jails in the county, the Beebe jail does feature some unique characteristics; namely, a
rounded top with parapeted roof, stationary windows, and an interior flue chimney.

The one-story structure is constructed of steel rod-reinforced cast concrete, with cast concrete
roof and foundation. The parapet extending above the roofline is also made of cast concrete. The
jail’s exterior steel door, which has a small barred window, swings open to reveal a second door
constructed entirely of iron bars. Inside there are two small cells, each with a barred stationary
window; there is also one barmred stationary window next to the exterior door across the front elevation.
One cell has the interior flue chimney on its north wall, and an interior door separates the two cells.



NP§ Form 10-800-2 OMB Approval No. 10240018

United States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
— Continuation Sheet

Section number _8_ Page _1____

Significance

The Beebe jail is one of only three cast concrete, WPA-constructed jails in the county, and the
only one of the three with a parapeted roof, interior flue chimney and stationary windows. [See the
associated property type for Depression Era Religious and Institutional Buildings). Therefore, the jail
is locally significant under National Register Criterion C for embodying 2 particular form and method
of construction.

Built in the mid-1930’s using WPA labor, the jail symbolizes the Depression era for residents
of Beebe, and thus is also locally significant under Criterion A. Beebe is a small town that was settied
along both sides of the railroad and was even named for the first president of the Cairo and Fulton
line. With its growth so obviously tied 10 the railroad, Beebe flourished throughout the tum of the
cenury and on into the war years, primarily through shipping vast amounts of fruit and lumber to city
markets. Yet this economic dependency upon the railroad eventually threatened the town’s stability,
especially during the difficult Depression years and subsequent decline of the railroad. [See Historic
Context 3: Boom and Bust: The War and Depression Years].



NP8 Form 10-000-a OME Approvel No. 1024-0018
ey

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

10 1

Section number Page _

Acreage of property: Less than one

UTM References:

A 15/602510/3881300

Verbal Boundary Description;

Beginning at a point on the southwest lot line 53 feet northwest of the southeast comer of Lot
12, Block 2, Original Town of Beebe, proceed northeasterly along a perpendicular line for a
distance of 30 feet; thence proceed northwesterly along a perpendicular line for a distance of
17 feet; thence proceed southwesterly along a perpendicular line for a distance of 30 feet;
thence proceed southeasterly along a perpendicular line for a distance of 17 feet to the point
of beginning.

Boundary Justification:
This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource.
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