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Description 

During the Railroad Era (1870-1914) in White County a variety of vernacular houses were 
constructd. They were also built out of a variety of materials. Surviving examples from this period, 
however, are somewhat limited. The A.J. Smith House is a good example of a two-story, T-shaped 
building that is of f m e  construction and clad with weatherboard. The gable roof is covered with 
composition shingles and the entire stmcrure rests on brick piers. 

Located on the east side of State Road 385 and less than one-half mile no& of the intersection 
of State Roads 385 and 11, this building was censtrucml within the Griffithville city Limits, The A.J. 
Smith House was constructed c. 1887 and is still in good condition. Its main, or west, elevatEon is 
dominated by a one-story porch that wraps around all three sides of the 'T". The shed roof is 
supponed by wooden box columns that are decorated with simple capitals. Single wooden doors enter 
the porch from the WSE elevation of the original building as well as from its southern elevation. The 
upper partions of dl three origind gable ends are adorned with returns while the ground floor of rhe 
original building has 'been clad with diagonally arranged dimensional lumber. 

The fenesuation found on both floors of the original structure consists of ei&r single or pair 
symrnetricalIy placed, one-over-one double-hung wood sash windows. A single brick chimney rises 
from the northern slop of the original gable roof. 

All addidom te this 'house are located on the eastern elevation of h e  building. The largest has 
a hipped mf, extends the full lenglh of this elevation and is one-story in height. Fenestration consists 
of three one-over-one double-hung ribbon windows located on the south side of rhis addition; they 
are asymmetrically placed. The opposite side of this room has a single centrally placed one-over-one 
double-hung sash window. A shed roof screen& porch is anached to fie southeast portion of this 
addition A smaller shed roof addition suns from the northern side of the screened porch to the end 
of rhe hipped roof addition. I1 is fenestrated with both single and ribbon windows that bolh consist 
of one-over-one double-hug aluminum sash. 

Another one-story shed mf addition is attached to the northern portion of both B e  previously 
mentioned addition and b e  hipped roof addition. It is relieved only by a pair of centrally placed four- 
pane fixed frame windows found on its north elevation. 
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When this house was constmctsd, c. 1887, it was one of numerous T-shaped buildings built 
during rhc Railroad Era (1870-1914). Even though there are eighty-four of these buildings still left 
in the county very few exhibit the amount of integrity found in the A.J. Smilh House. For this reason 
it is k i n g  nominated lander Criterion C with local significance, 
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Acreage of ptomm: LeSs than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/623500/3887690 

Verbal Boundarv Descriution: 

All of Blwk 2, LR. Pence Addition to the Town of Griffithville. 

Boundam Justification: 

This boundary includes a l l  the p r o m  historically associated with this resource. 
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