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Trinity Episcopal Church is a single story, brick, gable roof ecclesiasticd building designed in 
the low, picturesque medieval English parish church style which became especialIy popular among 
Episcopalian (nee Anglican) congregations in the second half of the nineteenth century. The original 
plan consisted of rhe asymmetrically-placed nanhex. nave, projecting chancel, and single northern 
vwtryhqan room. This was later augmented with the attached parish house and connector. The entire 
structure is covered with a slate roof, i s  constructed of brick, and r e s ~  upon a continuous brick 
foundztion. 

The western or front elevation of the sanctuary consists of a single, central rnonumentd stained 
glass window, with a stained gIass rosette window in the peak of the gable end abve,  and a projecting 
nanhex placed to the north with a gaMe roof set behind a peaked parapet cow with stone. 

The northern elevation consists of the projecting, gabled roof vestry to the east, thm bays of 
h e  nave in the center, and the nmhex projecting to the west. The vestry is lighted with three pointed 
arch stained glass windows which are placed symmetrically within the gable end and a single cenual 
short pointed arch window above. The three nave bays each contain one pointed arch stained glass 
window and are separated by stepped buttresses with stone offsets. The nanhex is lighted with only 
one short pinred arch window placed toward the sanctuary wall. The sauthern elevation is only two 
bays in lengh, bath filled wirh pointed arch stained glass windows, with the parish house connector 
occupying the sernainder of the elevation. 

On the eastern elevation the projecting chancel is placed cenu;llly in the rear gable end of the 
sanctuary and is of a gable roof with parapet design. A single pointed arch window lights each side 
(north and south) of chancel, while tt'lrec pointed arch window openings (now filled with brick) are 
placed evenly across the center of the chancel. A single stained glass rosette window is placed centrally 
above. 

The later parish house (c. 1935) is of similar configuration m the sanctuary, it being a gable 
roof brick srmcture of the same height and color. The connector between the church and the parish 
house has a flat roof and is fenestrated on its western elevalition with a single pointed arch, stained glass 
window to the north and a wood single door entrance to rhe south. The eastern elevation of the 
connector is blank, The western elevation of the parish house is fenestrated by two symmetrically 
placed poinxed arch, stained glass windows and a single rosette stained glass window in the gabEe peak 
above. The southern elevation is four bays long, with m e  square multi-pane windows placed around 
the wiscd entry and access stair so that one appears to the west of the door and two ho lthe east. Two 
rnolre recent doghouse dormers are placed symmevically on the side of the gable soof (as are two more 
on the other side), and three horizontal multi-pane windows which light h e  basement are placed 
directly kneath ~ o s e  on the main story. The eastern elevation is punctuated by a basement entry on 
\he southern end (covered by a simple, flat metal roof) and two single fixed-pane square windows in 
the main stosy directly above. Another single fixed-pane square window on the main story is placed 
nexr to the northern terminus of the gable above, which iwlf is  lighted only by a single stained glass 
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rosette window in the peak. The only alterations to Trinity Episcopal Church have been the addition 
of the parish house en the soulh~m eZevation and the filling of the eastern or rear chancel windows. 
Also, the parish house originally had a flat roof (like that  which continues to cover the connector); the 
gable roof was added in 1980. 

The Trinity Episcopal Church is in excellent condition. 
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Significance Criterion C. local significance 

'Ffte Trinity Episcopal Church (Pan E, Historic Context $3) is the only surviving example in 
White County of the English parish church style. This particular subcategory of the Gothic Revival in 
America drew its inspiration from xhe small, vernacular. English medieval parish churches which tended 
to be conslmcted of rough-hewn, random stone or bouIders and which were distinguished from other 
Golhic dcsjgns by their relatively small scalc and law, eanbbound elevations. These designs were 
recognized in fie late nineteenth century for their indigenous and organic quality, manifested in both 
desip. and materials, which elevated h m  above familiar svlisric traditions and into a separate realm 
of an original and genuinely cmative vernacular tradition; their identifiably Gothic character came only 
from their use of pointed arch windows and occasional crenelation of h e  towers and parapets. 
Otherwise they were understood as a remarkably creative vernacular trend (for several hundred of these 
structures had survived throughour England) quite distinct from popular architectural styles and which 
spoke to the craffsmnnship and native talent of local builders, 

The English parish church style rook on olher associations when it was embraced by the 
Episcopal Church of England as the only "proper" style for Episcopal churches. This preference grew 
out of the perception that this native, indigenous English style and its nationalistic associations would 
distinguish Episcopal churches from other Chrjstian instituljons, rhe Catholic Church in particular. This 
distinction was especially dear to the Episcopal church in the mid-nineteenth century due largely to rhe 
fact that the Episcopalians' split from the Catholic church in the sixteemh century was a decision which 
occvrrcd not over a difference on substantive issues of dogma or faith but rahet over the Pope's refusal 
to grant King Henry VIIZ a divorce from his current wife; hence the formation of a new church in 
England was merely a convenience for the King, and virtually dl of the architeccmd and liturgical 
traditions inherited from the Roman Catholic Church continued without change. By the nineteenth 
ccntury, however, a pervasive nationalistic sentiment in bgIand began calling for distinctively English 
forms for the official English church. and hence the adoption of the local English parish church type 
as a model. 

In America, such architects as Richard Upjohn of New York City, who was himself a devout 
Episcopalian, began both designing Episcopal churches in this style and publicly advocating it as the 
"proper"' style for all Christian ecclesiastical buildings. Naturally, hhe nationalistic aspect of the appal  
of this style was lost on Americans; however, iu "proprie~y" remained dear to Episcopalians, and its 
purely aesthetic appeat spread te other congregations. By the end of the nineteenth century it had 
become one of the most pepular styles for Christian ecclesiasticd st ruc tu~s  shmughout the United 
States, from a e  largest cities m the smallest towns and mmmunities. The Trinity Episcopal Church 
in Searcy survives as a remarkably intact and high quality testament to this trend. 
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Beginning at the northeast m e r  of the intwsectioa of West Market Street and North Elm Street, proceed aodk ly  
along the eastern edge of North Elm Street for a distance of approximately 150 feet to tbe point f o d  by its 
intersection with the southern edge of West Arch Street; thence prm& m r 1 y  along said edge for a dim= of 
approximately 125 feet to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running patallel to the eastern 
elevation of the building; thence proceed mtherly for e distance of approximately 150 fed dong mid line to its 
intersaction with a perpendicular line running dong tbe northera edge of West Market Street; thence proceed 
westerly for s distance of approximately 125 feet along said line to the point of k-g. 

poundam Justification: 

The original lot bas beea suMivided during the mn-historic ptiod, resulting in an indefinite cnrrent lot boundary; 
therefore, chis boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource that retains its integrity. 
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