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Description 

During rhe Railroad Era (1870-1914) in White County a variety of vernacular houses were 
construcred. They were also built out of a variety of materials. Intact sulviving examples from this 
period, however. are somewhat Pimitcd. The Joe Emmer House is a good example of a one-story, 
single-pen lag building. It has a cormgated metal gabIe roof and the entire structure rests on stone 
piers. The building was constmcled c. 1890. and has had several historic alterations. It is currently 
unoccupied and in fair mndition. 

Locared on the north side of Counp Road 47 and one and threequarter miles west of the small 
crossroads community of Holly Springs, this building is located in a very rural area. The log walls 
on the no& and south elevations of the house consist of hand-hewn logs which are 17"O" long. They 
are connected ro similar logs on h e  east and west elarations by half dovetail notching. The logs on 
these elevations, however, are only 17'6" long. All logs are four and a half inches wide and six and 
a haIf inches tall. A box construction addition is attached to the west elevation of the structure. This 
addition i s  covered with board and batten siding. Both gable ends of the building. however, are 
covered with weatherboard. A centrally placed board and batten door enters thc main, or south, 
elevation of the building. This door, like the o&rs in the building, is constructed with square nails. 
A single window is located east of this but all glazing has been removed. 

Extending the entire length of the building, including the addition, is a shed roofed porch which 
is supporred by wooden posts. The south elevation of the addition is also entered by a centrally placed 
board and batten door. An exterior end chimney was originally locntd on the east elevation of the 
log structure but has since been removed. A board and batren, shed roofed addition extends the length 
of the north elevation of the log building. There was a sliding window originally centray placed in 
this addition but all glazing has been removed from it. The shed roof of this addidon extends across 
the north elevation of h e  box addidon forming a porch roof. A centrally placed sliding window 
relieves the west elevation of the box addition. 
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Simificance 

When this building was constructed (c. 1890) it was one of numerous singIe-pen, log buildings 
built in White County during the Railroad Era. Even though rh is  house has had several alterations, 
it is one of only thirty-one single-pen log buildings left in the county which date to this period. The 
additions themselves are important because they are indicative of construction techniques used during 
this period in largely rum! areas. For these reasons this building is king  nominated under Criterion 
C with local significance. 
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Acmm of m o m ;  h s s  than ooe 

'CI"IU Rtfmces: 

A 1516 12830139 13490 

Beginning at a pint  formed by the internlion of the northeastern edge of County Road 47 with a perpendicular 
line m i n g  parallel to ihe southastern elevation of the house and located 50 feet to the southeast thereof, pmeed 
northeasterly along said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to a poiat formed by irs intersection with a ' 
prpendicular line m i n g  parallel to the northeastem elevation of the building; thence prmd ndwester ly  along 
said line for a distance of approximately 200 feet to a point formed by its i n t e d o n  with a perpendicular line 
ruaning parallel to the northwestern elevation of the house; thence p r d  southwesterly for e distance of 
approximately 200 feet along said line to a pin t  formed by its i n t e m i w  with a pw~endicular line running along 
the northeastem edge of County Road 47; thence p d  southeasterly for a distance of approximately 200 feet 
along said line to the point of be~nning. 

Bwndarv Justification: 

The original lot has been subdivided during the non-histoic perid, ml t ing  in an indefinite c u m ;  lot buridary; 
therefore, this h d a r y  includes all the p r o w y  historically associated with this resource that retains its integri?y. 
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