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The Churchill-Wger Houm is a oneand-one-half story, plain vernacular w d  firame residence with early 
Craftsman vlfluences and d o m W  by an L-shaped recessed porch on its northern or front eIevation and a 
hipped. bellcast mf lighted by three large, .hllcast mf dormers. The plan is essentially rectangular and is 
entered via a singleleaf d m  at the back of the recessed front porch and two separate single-leaf entries in the 
southwest recessed porch Two interior $rick chimneys rise through the roof. one through the shon ridge at the 
top of the hipped mf and the other through the w e s m  slope to the south of the dormer. The roof is covered 
with asphalt shingles. the walls are sheathed in weatherboard, and the entire structure sits upon a continuous brick 
foun~tion.  

The northan or ftont elevation consists of the Low, bellcast mf and its bellcast dormer covering the recessed, 
Lshaped porch. The dormer is lighted with a pair of one-over-one double-hung wmd sash windows, and the 
nofiem and westem walls of the L-shaped porch below are lighted with a total of thtee me, oneover-one 
double-hung w d  sash windows. The sole, single-leaf encry is placed to the rear of the porch. The messed porch 
is sueported on six sloping w d  box columns which rest on brick piers. The wood porch platform is accessed 
by two low brick stairs with SWS, one on the nmthem elevation and one on the western elevation. Any 
decoration is restricted to the long, thin cornice brackets beneath both the muf and the dormer, the sloping 
Craftsman columns, and the brick stoops. 

The asern elevation is lighted by an identical bellcast roof dormer and hx  of the same Iarge one-oversne 
wmdows as seen on the northern elevation. Two of these windows are p W  to the north and one to the south, 
with a single, smaller one-over-one wood sash window in between. The westem elevation also feamm the same 
bellcast roof dormer. Three gmqtd oneover-one wood sash windows light the waIl just to the south of the porch 
and a grwped patr of these windows are p W  near the wall of the closed southwest porch. 

The southern elevation is entered by the recessed p h  to Lhe west, which contains rwo encries (one in the 
southern wall and one in the western interim wall) and a window near the westem wall of the house. The rear 
wall to the east is lighted by a pair of small, one-wer-one wood sash windows and a larger pak of onwver- 
one w d  sash windows. 

The interim is largely intact a d  f e 8 m  the same simple moldings as seen oa the exterior; the entire mumre. 
is largely ~malrered and in gwd conduim. 

Two small associated wood frame outbuilcEings, a gable mf garage and a hipped mf storage shed, are included 
in the nomination. 
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The Churchill-Hlger House, named for H m y  Churchill and Capt. L.W. Hilger, h e  historic midents of the house, 
is king nominated under both Criteria B and C wih local: significance: under Criterion B fa its association with 
its original budder, Harry ChurchiIl, the man who was in great paTt mponsible for the early twentieth centmy 
growth and prosperity of the town of Pangbum; and under Criterion C for its being one of the earliest smctures 
in tk community to disphy Craftsman influences md one of the finest combinations of this style with an 
otherwise simple vernacular design. 

Harry Churchill arrived in Pangbum, Arkansas, in 1899 with his wifi of one year, Kate. Originally fmm Lim 
CmL Missouri, Churchdl m e  to Pangbum and the w& surrounding it as a representative of the W m  
Xe and Timber Company. Ks plapose was to purchase the b t  available virgin oak timber for the cutting of 
mossties and stavebolts. A k  doing so he hired many of the local residents to hew ties, an act which made him 
extremely popular with a local popdace which had suffexed the ravages of two consecutive p crop years and 
was grateful for the employmenr. Churchill expanded the production of crossties to the point ha! by 1904 he was 
floating 24,000 crossties annually down the Little Red River to b e  nearest railroad spur in Judsonia. His eahated 
profit was 40 cents per tie, which by 1904 left him personally with sufficient funds to hire Jim Bunch, a friend 
and b u s i m  assmiate, to manage the business for lum. 

Harry Churchill handed over the management of his lucrative crosstie business m that he would have more time 
u, pursue his hain of obtaining a railroad for Pangbum. Chlachiil*~ vision of bringing a raiEroad line to this 
srnaIl town was motivated by more than his intiwest in m u r i n g  cheaper transportation for his rosstiw since 
his arrival in 1899 Chmhlll  had dreamed of transforming the economically dep- isolared village of 
Pangbm into a prmperous, bustling town. In 190445 he made numerous trips t Harrison, Arkan=, the 
lmation of the division h d q w r s  for the Missouri and North Arkansas R a i h a I  Company @T&NA). C hurchill 
attempted to make the argument to the railroad thar a h e  m u g h  the mountainous, dwolate Ozarks would open 
a terntory filled with an array of mimlly untapped natlrral seswrces the expIoimion of which would prove 
extremely profitabEe. Much to the surprise of v d l y  everyone, in 1906 the M&NA announced their intentions 
m consmct a line across the 260 miles from Harrison to Helena, on the Mississippi River. On July 16, 1908, 
h first aain came to Pangbum and brought.with it the access to the outside world and its makers of 
which Harry Churchill: had dreamed. 

?he m ~ t i m  of tk promid railroad also resulted in the v i d  redesign of the t m ,  which would now 
orient itself to to the in virtually every possible fashion. New streets were laid out, w s m e ~ s  obtained for 
sewer and wam Imes, and buildings Brnolished or relocared in mponse ro the new focus of h e  town's activities. 
By 1912, Churchill, Austin Pangbum {the son of the smrc owner for which the town was named}, and several 
others had prepad and assembled all the legd documents necessary to the incorporation of the town. On July 
15 of that year. Pangbum became inoorptlratd. 

TIe effect of the railroad on h e  town was dramatic. Pangbum grew h n  a town with a total population of 25 
in 1899 to 1,200 by the Ml of 1912 Four cotton gins now operated whae me had sufficed before. Sawmills, 
p h h g  milk, and a s t a v e d  sprang up along the railmad tracks. Chmhill himseK consrmcted fire whae brick 
store buildings in Pangbum in 2914, Ihe same year he was granted a charter for Pangburn's first M. He also 
donated seven acres of land for the c o n s d o n  of a new school and playground, By 1916 the six-block 
commercial center of Pangburn sheltered a variety of businessw, including a movie and opera house. 

Though Chmhill departed the town in 1917 after a k e s  of mismderstandings and msubsmntiared allegations 
regarding his bank and its tsvesmem wax, Pangbum's m t y  continued weU into the Depmion and it 
remained an important commmial center for timber and timber pducts .  However, the development and growth 
enjoyed by the citizens of Pangbum owed its genesis to the community spirit of Harry Churchill and his vision 
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of a gram, more vital mwn which he worked so hard to realize, 

It was the year 1914 also that H m y  Churchill built this home for himself and his wife. At the time it was 
considered a rather lavish residence, md by Pangbum standards that may have very well been true. The design 
is an intemting combination of relatively familiar vernacular elements (the recessed porch, the bellcast mf and 
dormers) wirh elements clearly drawn from the Craftsman vocabulary (the sloping, square wlumns set upon bnck 
piers, the mthw restrained cmicc brackets). The entire cornpasition presents an extremely clean, resrrained 
appearance, with its asyrnrnecrical, recessed porch creating an intereshng counterpoint with the otherwise 
symrneuical facade which is underscored by the bellcast dormers echoing the shape of the roof. All of h e  
elements are successfully synthesized into a m~fied design of simple elegance and proption. 
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Acrea~e of wropertv: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 1 5160566013920750 

Verbal Boundarv Description: 

Lots 5-8, Block 12 of the of the Second Churchill Addition to the Davis Addition to the Town 
of Pangburn, 

Boundam Justification: 

This boundary includes all the pperty historically associated with this resource. 












