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Description 

During the Railroad Era (1870-1914) in White County a variety of vernacular houses were 
constructed. They were also built out of a variety of materials. Surviving examples fm zhis period, 
however, are somewhat limited. The Rufus Gray House is a good example of a me and one-half 
story, frame. irregularly shaped building. The hip roof slopes downward and leminates with gable 
wings; the entire roof is covered with composition shingles. The walls are still clad with novelty 
siding and the entire stnrcture rests on brick piers. 

Located on the southeast comer of Austin and South Streets, this building was tsconsrmcted 
within the Pmgbum city limits. 11 was conmcted in 1912, and is still in good condition. The main, 
or west, elevation of the stnrcture is dominated by a shed roof prch that extends from the gabIe wing 
westward to the end of the building. The roof is suppmd by Doric columns. Fenesmtion consists 
of symmetrically placed single or paired one-over-one double-hung wood sash windows. The upper 
ponion of the gable end i s  adorned with a circular single-pane fixed frame ~ ~ n d o w  that is surrounded 
by fishscale shapcd wood shingles. Gable return are also evident. The last notable feature on this 
elevation is gable mof dormer fcnestmted wioh a single one-over-one double-hung w o d  sash window. 
The south elevation of the house i s  fenestrated with single symmetrically placed oneiover+ne double- 
hung wood sash windows. 

Gable return and fishale detailing are visible in fie gable end. A shed roof porch, suppond 
by Doric columns, omgindiy stretched from the gable wing on the east elevation of the stJucture almost 
ta h e  southern terminus of the building. l%is porch, however, is now screened in and enclosed; the 
columns are still risible. Fenestration consists of a small two-over-two double-hung sash window in 
the enclosed paonion of h e  porch and an o r i w  one-wer-one double-hung w d  sash window in the 
gable end. This gable end features the same details found on the building's other gable ends. The 
nonh elevation of the structure features a gable wing with chamfe~d comers. The three bays of this 
wing are fenestrated with single one-overane double-hung w d  sash windows. Once again the gable 
end detailing is consistent with the rest of the building. A symmetrically placed one-over-one double- 
hung wood sash window and a single door are also found on lhEs elevation. One cotbelled brick, as 
well as one plain brick, chimney rises from the interior of he suucture. 
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When this house was constructed in 1912, it was one of rrumemus imgularly-shaped buildings 
built during the Railroad Era (1 870-1914). Even though there are sixty-six of these buildings still left 
in the county very few exhibit the mount of integrity found in Fhe Rufus Gray House. For this reason 
it is k i n g  nominated under Criterion C with local significance. 



Unltad States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number lo Page 1 

Acreage of property: Less than one 

UTM References: 

A 15/605660/3920520 

Verbal Boundw Description: 

The western 80 feet of lots 11 and 12, Gray and Pangbum Addition to the Town of Pangburn. 

Boundary Justification: 

This boundary includes all the propmy historically associated with this msoutce. 












