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Domestic/ Simle dwell in^ Vacant/ Not in use 
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-4RmTECTURE: 

Period d Significance 
1890 
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Brown, Joe - 
Reaper, k n  
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During RaElroad Era (1870-1914) in White County a variety of vernacular houses were 
mnsrrucrd. h y  were also built out of a variety of materials. Intact m i v i n g  examples from this 
pcrjod, however, are somewhat limited. The Joe Brown House i s  a good example of a one-story, 
frame, double-pen building. It is covered by corrugated metal gable roofs, its w a s  are clad with 
weatherboard or board md batten, and the entire smcture rests on a stone pier foundation The 
building was constructed c. 1890, and has several historic alterations. It Is mrrentty unoccupied and 
deterirrating rapidly. 

Located one mile south of the termination of County Road 529 this building is only two miles 
nonheasr of the crossroads community of Little Red. The main, or east, elevation of the house is very 
simply m g e d .  It consists of two single bard and batten doors, constructed with square nails flush 
board is found between  em. These doors are covered by a shed roofed porch that extends across half 
of nhe facade. The porch is supported by wooden psts. Fenestration along t h i s  elevation consists of 
eirher single or pired four-aver-four double-hung wood sash windows; in some cases either sash or 
glazing is missing but notches in the frame corroborate the type of windows that the xmcture originally 
had. 

Exterior a t  mne chimneys are found ar both gable ends of the original smcmre the chimney 
on the notthem elevation has been partially demolished. The cellar under rhe northern pen is accessed 
by an opening east of the panially demolished chimney. The east elevation of the cellar is relieved 
by an awning window that has had its glazing moved, A one-story, double-pen box addition is 
located on the west elevation mf the original northern pen. This addition has a sheet metal gabled mf, 
and exterior walls clad with board and batten siding which has been partidly covered with brick 
patterned asphalt roll. A shed roefed pwch, supponed by wooden posh, extends from the eastern end 
of the addition's north elevation and extends bee-quarters of the way westward along this elevation. 
The easrem pen of lhis addition is entered by a centrally placed door that is flanked by single windows 
that have had all sash and glazing removed. The western pert is entered by a single doo~, slighdy east 
of center, and has a single window on this elevation This window also has had all sash and glazing 
removed. The gable end is relieved by a single, centrally p l a d  window that is in the same state of 
disrepair as the others. An eEl shaped porch extends from south elevation of the addition to the edge 
of the south elevation of the sou&ern gen of the original building. 

A well is located on this porcb. Also included in this nomination are the remains of a log 
smokehouse that is locatcd approximately forty feet south of the main building, and the remains of a 
double crib log bam found approximately ll-~ree hundred feet soulhwest of lhe original building. 
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When this building was constructed, c. 1890, it was one of numerous one-stmy, frame 
double-pn houses built in White County during the Railroad Era. While there are eighty-fie 
of these houses which survive in the county, few reflect the period in which they were 
consrmckd. Though the Joe Brown House today reveals the impact of several additions it is 
stilI a good example of the way that houses have evolved through the yeas from very small 
flmrplans to larger versions. This house has even combined the two most popular construction 
techniques, frame and b x ,  under one mf. The existence of a partial cellar is somewhat rare 
in the county due to the fact that most of the county is prone to flflooding. 

This house was built by Joe Brown a d  Ben Reaper as a residence for Brown Brown 
p m W  this land on June 29,1889 while Reaper purchased the adjoining one hundred and 
sixty acres. Both of these men maved to this area from Coal Hill in Johnson County. Reaper, 
however, was originally from Wheelerburg, 0 hio. 

The Joe Brown House is being nominated under Criterion C with local simcance 
because of the insight it provides into historic construction techniques and styles. 
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Acreage of property: Approximately two 

UTM References: 

Beginning at n point formed by the intersection of a line running along the northern edge of 
the private drive with a perpendicular line running along the eastern elevation of the house 
(a point located on the northern edge of the drive approximately 6,200 feet south of the 
southern terminus of County Road 5291, proceed northerly dong said line to a point fwmed 
by its intersection with a prpendicular line running along the northem elevation of the house; 

i thence p w e d  westerly along said fine to a point famed by its intersection with a 
perpendicular h e  running dong the westem elevation of the bam ruins; thence proceed 
southerly along said line to a point f o d  by its intersedon with a perpendicular line running 
along the southem elevation of the barn ruins; thence proceed easterly along said line to a 
point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the eastern elevation 
of fie house; thence p e e d  northerly to the point of beginning. 

Boundarv Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 
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