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Desc ripion 

The Smyma Methodist Church is a single story, gable roof, wood frame, vernacular Greek 
Revival church building with an enclosed gable foyer on the southern elevation and a central, n m w  
red brick chimney rising through the ridgc. It is sheathed in weatherboard and imbricated shjngles, 
covered with a metal roof and suppond by a fieldstone foundation. 

This simple structure is one bay wide by W e e  bays long. The southern elevation features the 
gable roof entrance foyer, which is dcconred with irnbricatd shingles in the pediment and accessed 
by a pair of flush plank doors. Each side of the foyer i s  lighted with four-over-four wood sash 
windows. The pediment above i s  dso decorated with imbricated shingles and jig-sawn verge details cut 
into various vegetal patterns. The eastern and weseem elevations are virtually identical, being punctuated 
only by three cvedy-spaced nine-over-nine wood sash windows. The no*m elevation is blank 

The alterations to the building are limited to the lace nineteenth century replacement of the 
original central, side-gable entrance with the end gable foyer and the addidon (at the same time) of 
t2lc imbricated shingle and jig-sawn, verge details on both the foyer and the gable pediments of the 
southern elevation. The interior features some minor improvements but is largely intact. 

The Smqma Methodist Church is in good condition. 
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Simificance Criterion C, local significance 

The Srnyrna Methodist Church (part E, Historic Context #23 survives as the most intact 
example in White County of this simple vernacular interpretation of the Greek Revival which was so 
popular during the mid-nineteenth century. The early settlers of the county e ~ c t e d  these simple but 
elegant stmctums for the purpose of sheltering their religious ceremonies throughout Arkansas during 
this rime and later, but the Smyma Methodist Church is by far the most intact surviving example of 
rhis st)lle and construction from this or any other period of White County's history. 
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Acreage of vro~emft Lesg than one 

Verbal Bwndarv kcript io~ 

&ginning at a point formed by the intersection of tbe swthern edge of State Highway 36 with a p d i c u l a r  1 inc 
running parallel to the wesbrn elevation of the church and located 50 feet to the wwt hereofx pceed  southerly 
along said line for a d ish= of approximately 200 feet to a point fwmed by its i n t e d w  with a perpendicular 
line sunning paralIel to the southem elevation of the buiIding; thence proceed ater1y along =id b e  for a distance 
of approximately 200 feet to a point f o d  by its inte-tion with a perpendicular line &g parallel to the 
eastern elevation of the church; thence procebd nottherl y for a distance of approximately 200 feet alwg said line 
to a p i n t  formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along h e  =them edge of State Highway 
36; thence westerly for a distance of approximately 200 feet alwg said line to the poiat of beginning. 

Boundaw Justification: 

Tbe oripiaal lot has been subdivided during the noo-historic petiod, resulting in an indefinite current Id baundary; 
therefore, this boundary includes all the property historicslly m i a t e d  with this resource that retains its integrity. 














