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Thir Iwm Is for use In nornlnattng or requsstfng dstsnnlnatlons d 01lglUllty fw IndMdunI propoflira or ctfstrleta. Saa I n t l r w b n ~  In 
Iw C o w  N a m a l  Rwlsmr Foms (National Reglaw Bulletln 16). Compreta aach Itam by marktng "x" In tha approprlatr box or by entodng 
the requested inlormation. If an llem d m  not apply to the PrOperPl belng doeumsntsd, wrrw 'WIA'' lor "not applkabc." FOr fumbm, atylm, mrlrrldr, 
and areas of dgnificanca, enter O W  the cmegortes s r d  wbcategonrl llstsd In lee tnatnrel~onr. For nddll~onal spael uws contlnunllon rhmutr 
(Form 10.9QOa). Trpe all entries. 

I. Name ol Property 
histacic name Thtagbpr. J tead 
other nameskite number Resource 

2. Locatlon 
street & number N/A U not for publlcetlon N/A 
city, town vlcjn lty 

d e  AR county White 145 r i p  code 72568 

3. ClaasHlcatlon 
Gwnershlp of Preperty Catenow of Property Numbsr of Remrces w h l n  Prow* 
E private - 

Yams of related muklpls propsw Ibttlnq: 

. r 

Contrlbutlng Nmcontrlbutlnp 

_I bu 11d1 ~ Q B  
8ltw 
otrumm 
Obj6CrB 

1 0 Total 
Numkr of oontrlbvtlng m80urcaa prwloualy 

s Hated h the Nartlmal Reginter N/A, 
4, StatelFederal Agency Certlfkatlan 

A& the designated authority under the Netlonal Himrlc Prseewatlm Act of 1M6, an amended, I hereby certlly thrt thln 
nornlnat ton 0 request for deterrnln~tlon of ellglblllty meets the dacurnentatlon standards lor reglsterlng propee)- In ths 

al and proleaalonal requlnementa s@ lorth In 36 CFR Pan 60. 
National Rsgl~ker cRerla. 3 Sss comlnuation B Tm ,ym -9 * 

5 

Data 

State or Federal sgency and bureau 
- 

In my opinlon, the property meets n d o e s  no1 maet the National Regiater eMerte. contlnurtlon rheet. 

I Si~mtum of mmmentlnp or aher oMcb~I Data 

State or Fsdeml agency and burmu 
- - 

5, Matlonal Park Sawlca Cmrtlllcmtlon 
I, hereby, certify that this property la: 

entered In the Natlonsl Rsglrrter. 
~ s e  mntlnumllon shoat. 

rndeterrnhad eliglble for the Nstlonal 
Regl8ter. [? sw continuation nhsrt. 

Tds te r rn lnd  not ellglbie far the 
Yationsl Regletsr. 

w 

remavsd from the Netlonul Register. 
other, (expleln:) 



6. Functlon or U8s 
Historic Functions (enter C*~~UYUI WJ from instructions) Current Funclkns (enter categories from imtnrctions) 

~ Q Y E s T I C /  S i n g l e  Dwelling VACAKT/ Not in use 

7. Deserlptkn 
Architmural Clasification Materials (enter cateaories from instnrctions) - 
(entsr categories from instweths) 

OTHER: Vernacular/ Double-Pen 
foundation stone 
walk - board and batten 

...A metal 
. - - - 

other 

Deserlb prmnt  and historic physical appearance. 

v 

~ e e  cmtinuath sheet 



8. Statement ol SlgnHlcrnce 
, Certifying oflic~a! has mnsidered the significanm of thh property In relatlan to other properties: 

r] nationally ] statewide locally 

: Applicable Natbnal Register txeria UA I B mc E ED 

Areas of SQnificance (enter cstegorles from instructions) Period d Signlficance Significant Dales 
ARCH ITECTlFRE c. 1885 -. c. 1885 

Cultural Afflllatim 

SlgnHEcant P m  A r c h S t ~ l l d e r  
N IA Thrasher, John 

State significance of propwty, and justify miterla, crlteria considerations;, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 



See "Historic and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section R, 

Prevlws docurnwrtatlon on I s  (NPS): 
ptelininary deterrnlnalion of lndividusl Ilst4ng (38 CFR 67) 
has been requested 

~pmvfously Ilsled In the Natlonel Aeglwe~ 
previously determined eligible by the Nathel Regkr  
designated a Natlonaf Hlstorlc hndmark 
recorded by Hlatorlc American Bulldtnge 
Survey # 
recorded by Hlstorlc American Englnoerlng 

Prlmary location of addtiha! data: 
State hlsloric preservation office 

mother state agency 
Fedeml egency 
Local government 
~n~vers~ ty  
other 

Spbctty rlpeltwy: 

Acrsags of property 

UTM Rdoremr  
A W  u u 

Lon& Ea~tlng Northing Zone Eastlng Nonhlng 
B E I I  u IIlll!tl 

[XIS- corrtmuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Descrtptfon 

Sea contlnuatlon sheet 

Boundary Juellflcation 

11. Form Prrprnd By 
namaltttle Kenneth Story, National Register Coon - 
Grgsnlzstlm M d P r e s e r o a t i o n t d  16 A p r i l ,  1990 v 

l ina t or 

8 t ~ t  L number 7 7 5  E Markham. S u i t e  300 telephone 501-371-27h3 
clty or town T4i r& ~ o c k  state Arkansas z ~ p  eods ,12201 
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Sactlon nvrnbet I Page L 

The John W e r  Farmstead is being nominated for ics residewe onty, which is a oneandmehalf story, gable 
mf building of dwblepen, saddlebag design and h x  consuuction. The centraI chimney typical of this floor plan 
was actually m exterior end, massive cut stone chimngr originany, but was, tam enclosed within a chimney closet 
when the slightly smaller westem pen was added. The original gable mf kitchen, which featured an open 
passageway m e e n  it and the main h a g ,  was later r e h l t  and tfie pasageway enclosd though the current 
latchen retains the wall and entrance Ehat would have composed b e  front of the kitchen as well as the same 
puncheon floor that exists in the older pen. The exmior walls are M-and-batten, the roof is covered with 
cmrugated metal, and the foundation is composed of stone piers. 

A centraE, single-leaf entranoe on the muthun elevation pvides access to rhe chimney clmx d y .  Two farr- 
over-four double-hung wood sash windows f h k  the single-leaf enlq in the original, eatem p. wfdk: a single, 
identical window lights the western pen, placed to h e  west of the third singleleaf en-. The contirmous phrfom 
across the h t  may have k e n  cwered by a porch mf earlier, though its advanad s.tate of &teriorarim and 
the lack of evidence of rafters attached to the wall of h e  building make chis dificdt to prove. The nortbem 
elevation fmmm a blank wall on Ihe rear of the eastern pen, two mered  windows on the seztr of he  kirchen 
ell, and a pair of entrances into the rear of the newer, wwtem ell, with h e  wall f ~ s h e d  by a cowered window. 

The eastern and westem elevations are W l a r  in that neither is c d y  open, though a window opening in the 
western elevation has k n  covered with cormgated metal. 

The interim is simple arad witbout discernible ornament. The original hatf-tmn staircase IDcated in the narthwest 
cmm of the original p n  survives, h g h  a second, later staircase has been added in the space directly behind 
h chimney, which provides access to rhe sleeping loft &ve the eastern pen from the kitchen ell. Of greatest 
significance, however, is the construction of the f l m .  The floors of the newer pen are cornposed of a simple 
plank &xk mppmed on 2" x 8" bards  for both plates and joists, however, the floor of the older pen is a 
plvlchton floor, consmted of splik mgh-hewn logs that are ME-rmtihd at h e  ends to fit over the sills, which 
m also slightly m h e d  to meive them. The plank deck is sealed underneath with molded battens, which form 
the surEam laid upon b e  punchns. This batten methd is employed for both the floor of the first stmy and the 
ceiling of the second storj sleeping loft, although the second flm is composed of sawn, s q m n d  joists that 
rest upwl summer b s m s  Railed into the wall planks along the long sides of the house. These joists are covered 
with a plank deck mxl molded h m  on the ceiling of the first story and wish Lhe plank deck only on the floor 
of the sleeping loft ( h i s  flwr has since '6een removed and salvzrgg, both of which create a space qwl  to the 
height of the joists. The summer beams that w r t  Ihe second Boor are cuveted on the first flwr with dented, 
"gambrel" boards whlch round off the &g. 
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The John Thrasher Farmmad residence is an outstanding example d v a m c u h  craffsmmship in the, service of 
both the construction of a single pen residence wiginally and in the expansion of that b m e  inu, a saddlebag 
midence. It was built (and later e n b g d )  by John Thrasher, a I d  farmer, c. 1885 on land adjacent to another 
farmstead, that of the Raasom family. The skill and construction expertise exhibited in both the overall M i n g  
and h notching of she sills and puncheons of the older, eastem pen are obvious; however, the use of molded 
battens to insulate the first floor of the JWI and to finish the fmt story ceiling while also d i n g  the crack to 
the sleeping lob abve is a solution that is both practical and aesthetically consonant wish the use of barns  
throughout the rest of the srmcture. The desire m finish off the 6rst floor space with the gambrel ha& that hide 
the simmer beams for the second floor is unusual and equdly creative, In spite of its unfortunate state of decay, 
the John Thrasher Farmstead House rwnains a remarkable, relativeIy intact testimonial to the craftsmanship and 
aesthetic sensibilities of a d builder and carpenter during the Railroad era as d e s d  in a gable roof, 
saddlebag plan residence; thus it is being nominated under Criterion C with local signifimce. 
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Verbal Boundarv Dwcsi~tion: 

Beginning at a point located 50 feet to the northeast of the aorthesst comer 06 Ibe residence (Ioc8ted approximately 
3,900 fset west of U.S. Highway 167 and 275 feet south of  County Road 3591, prrxeed mutberly for a distanc;e 
of approximately 200 feet m a line parallel to the astern elevation to its intersdim with a perpendicular line 
nmning parallel with its sonthem elevation; theace prooeedl westerly dong said line for a distance of approximately 
200 feet to its i n t e h o n  with a ppndicuIar line e n g  parallel to the westem elevation; hence proceed 
nwtherIy along said line for a &stance of approximately 200 feet to its intersection with s perpendicular line nmniog 
parallel with its northern elevation; thence proceed easterly for a distance of approximately 200 feet along said line 
to the point of beginning. 

The original lot has been subdivided during the non-histotic period, rermlsiag in an indefinite c u m t  lot boundary; 
therefore, this boPndary includes all the property historically associated with this resource that retains its integrity. 










