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I. Hama of Props* 
hlrtorlc namn Firsr United Methodist Church 
other nsrnssA~ts numbs? R~qource !' :4H0036 

em,  town Searcc- U v b f n i t y  ~ / n  
atlto Arkansas  coda AR county h w  coda ~ & 5  xlp Code 771 a ?  

9. Clrrrlllertlan 
~~~~h~ ot propa* e ~ t e g o ~  p~lporty ~ u m k r  of ~ m o u r e e a  w~th~n  ~ loprq  

X prlvata Conlrl vtlnq P Noncontrlbullng 
publlc~locrl bulldingr 
pubHeltar8 C 84ti1 rltma 

G pubilc-Fsdsml C3 rtructun l t r u ~ l ~ n l  
objm object8 

_1 n Total 
Vama d related multlpls property tietlng: Nurnbsr of emtrlbutlng rssaurcee pmvfoualy 
Iiistoric and Architectural Resources lE8tsd In ths Netlonsl Reglslar -& 
n I I a, 

4. StatelFederal ~ g ' e n c y n  
m-." 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Pmservetlon Act crl 1986, as amended, I hereby cettlfy !hat thla 
nomination [ request for determination of ehglbiltty meets the docurnanlatbn stendardrr for regfsterlng proparlles In the 

Is the procdural end professional requlrsments sBt forth In 38 CFR Part 80. 

Statc or Federel agency and bureau 

In my minion, the property msels a d =  no! meet the national Register erfterla. 0- conrfnumth alrwlt. 

5. National Park Sewlce Csrtltlcatlon 
I, hereby, csrllfy that fhls property Is: 

, 

nentered In the Natlonal Rsglstsr. 
Q see contlnuatlon sheet. 
detemhed eliglbls for the National 
Register. %I ccontlnuatlon sheet. 

Tdetermined no1 ellglbls 107 the 
v Natlonel Register, w 'I 

0 removed from the Netlbnal Regl~ter. 
other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Kespsr Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categone~ from instructims) Currml Functions (enter categories from instrudiona) 

RELIGION/ Religious Structure / R P ~  igJnr~s C t r e r n  

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instnlcths) 

Materials (enter catqories from instructions) 

joundatbn -k 
Mid 19th Century/ Gothic Revival walls hri & 
Late Victorian/ Gothic  

roof A-1 t 

of her 
nrl 

-be p m t  and historic physid a p p m l l ~ ~ .  

~ e e  continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Significance 
' 

Certifying officid has considered the signifwnce of this property in relation to other properties: 
fl nationally statewide illy 

Applicable National Register Criteria A B C ID 

3riieria bnsiderations {bceptions) WA nlg UC ID OE m~ UG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
A R m n  

Period of Significance Stgnificant Dates 
1877 N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/ A 

Si niticant P e r m  
%/A 

State significance of property, and justiiy criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and perids of slgnlficance noted awe.  



9. Major Blblkpmphlcrl Rsie~snosl 

See "Ristoric and Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas, " Section H. 

M o w  documentrtlun on flla (NP&): 
a p n ~ ~ m ~ n n t y  determlnrrtlon al lndhrldual I I ~ Q  (M CFR 67) 

prwlou~ly de?rrmlnod ellglbla by the Natlonal Raglltst 
dsalgnrtad s NatCmal Hlrtorlc Landmark 
nmrdrd by Hlrtoric Amerlcan Bulldlnga 
Survey # 

C] recorded by Hlatorlc Amorken Englnesrln~ 

Prtmary br t lon of rddlnlonal dm: 
Stat# hlrtotlc pnrrsrvrtlon off lo4 
0 t h ~  8tuto agency 
Fedsnl agency 
Local gwarnmotn 
Univsrsity 
~ r h s r  

Spsclfy reipmttory: 
Record # 

10. amspmphlcal Dada 

UTM Referenoes 
A m  u u 

Zone Eastlng Nonhjng Zone Eastlng Northing 
g w  u u 

m~rs eontlnuatbn rhmn 

Ysrbel Boundary Oascrlptlon 

11. Form Prspnrsd By 
namefihie KemeF5 S t o n ,  National Reaster Coord ina tor / -c l rch l~zc~al  Histof- 
organlath -4rkansas His torir Presen-a tion Proam dale 14 &c&er. 1989 
w r m & n ~ m b  221 E. Phrkham St.. Suite 2!33 telephone 501 - 3.24 - 9346 
city w #nm Little Rock ntets Jlrkansas zlp coda 72201 
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The First United Merhodist Church is a brick, single story, T-shaped ecclesiastical sWucture with 
a central, square front tower wirh spire set back upon the gable ridge of the sanctuary, which in mrn 
i s  intersected toward its eastern end by a full-height transept. Stylistically the building borrows from 
the early nineteenth century Engltsh Gothic Revival church designs with its symmetry and emphasis 
on verticality though High Victorian Gothic dements appear also. It is covered with composition 
shingles, glazed with stained glass, and supported by a continuous brick foundation. 

The western or front elevation consists of a mil central enmce tower on the gable end, set 
back upon the gable roof, and flanked by two p i n M  arch, stainad glass windows. Stepped bmmws 
with stone offsets b d  decorative brick oorbeUing define the nmhem and southern edges of both the 
elevation and the projecting cenw Tower. The mwer is punctuated by a large, pair door entrance with 
a stained glass tympanum in the pointed arch transom above, mother pointed arch stained glas window 
above divided by tracery into two tall pinfed arch lights with a m m e  window in the peak, and a pair 
of small louvered pointed arch openings just below the spire. The spire is a typical octagonal shape 
ses upon a flaring four-sided hipped base, and is punctuated only by four narrow, gabled louvered - dormer vents which face each of the four elevations. Two smaller spires cap !he outside b u m s e s  and 
lthe brick corbelling across the top of the gable and kneath the tower spite complete che elevation. 

The northern and southern elevations are similar, though more =cent additions have changed 
each somewhac The nortZlem elevation is composed of a later, shed mf addition on the rear (to the 
east), the gable end of the ~ransept, the hipped roof bride's s r n  in the comcr of the nave and transept, 
the nave wall, and the small porch at the western end of the elevation. The rear room is fenestrated 
only by a single twelve-over-six wood sash window, while the transept end is punctuated by a single 
central, monumental pointed arch stained glass window, The bride's room featurcs three poinred arch 
stained glass windows placed symmetricaUy in its wall and the two exposed bays of Ihe nave wall  arc 
lighted with taller pointed arch windows. The single story gable roof porch at the western end has been 
extended with a covered. modem brick walkway which allows members protected access la the 
sancttlary in inclement weather. The suuthern elevation is even similar in its addihns, except for the 
fact that che covered walkway extending from the gable roof porch at the western end is here 
constructed of wood and leads from the church to the education and activities building just to h e  
musk Another wmd gable roof porch projects from the western wall of the transept. which allows for 
a total of three exposed bays in the nave wall on this elevation llhough the type of fenestration is 
identic@ to the nave wall opposite. 

The eastern wall is blank with the exception of a single door in the low, shed addition. placed 
toward the northem end. 

The interior of the building was extensively repaired in 1902, though most of the work 
reproduced original elernenls; thus it is largely intact, featuring wood windows, trusswo& and trim, and 

I plaster w d s  of the same cor6iguration and color as the original. 
- - 

The church has undergone a series of alterations, though most are historic, and none 
significmultly demct from the building's historic aspect. The original church consisted of a cenml tower, 
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nave, and transept, which c o m b i d  to farm a h t i n  cross plan. After the prirnariIy interior renovadon 
of 1902, little other work was done on the building until the addition of the rear shed and the "bride's 
room" in the northwest m s e p t  comer c. 1935. The porch extensions at the western end (on the 
nosthem and southern elevations, just back from lthe main facade) were added ~ c e n t l y .  

The Fitst United Methodist Church shelters a m g  and active congregation, and hence is in 
very good condition. 
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Si mi ficance Criterion C, local significance 

The First United Methodist Church (Part E, Historic Context #3) is the anly sunriving example 
in W f e  County of the formal, early nineteenth century English Gothic Revival that swept England, 
and liondon in panicular, before becoming one of h e  accepted styles for church design in America. 
This  tall, symmetrical, and imposing interpretation of h Gothic idiom was far more popular with 
Catholic congregations than with any other, though its appeaE clearly spanned religious denomina~iions. 
Its traditional appearance and conspicuous placement on one of Seamy's main thoroughfares lend it a 
prescncc and effect unusual even for other ecclesiastical structures in White County. 
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m n c  of u m W :  Less than one 

WT'M References 

Beginning st a pint f o d  by the hitemdon of tbe eastern edge of North Main Street with a pwpendiculrr line 
running parallel to the gouthem elevation of the building and located 25 feet to the south hereof, proceed -1y 
along said line for a distance of approximately 200 fset to a pint  formed by its intersection with a perpendicular 
liae Nnning parallel to the eastera elevation of the church; hence p r d  northerly for a distance of approximately 
200 feet along said tine to a point formed by its interntion with a perpendicular b e  sunning paraIIeE to the 
northern elevation; thence proceed westerly along said Iine for a distanee of approximateiy 200 feet to a pint  
formed by i t s  intersection with a perpendicular line running along the eastern edge of North Main Street; ?hence 
p r d  southerly for a distance of approxi rnately 200 feet dong said line to the piat of hginning. 

Bonndarv Justification: 

The original: tot has beea subdivided during the non-bistoric period, resulting in an inclefkite a m e a t  lot bundary; 
M o r e ,  chis boundary includes a11 the property histoticaIly associated with this tesouroe that retains its integrity. 
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lVtl2079: 15/615610/3901280 
IVti2080: P5/615530/3901280 
lV112237: 15/614400/3901125 
IVI12037: 15/615020/3901220 
1VI1101S: 151614610/3901270 

1VH0037: 15/614640/3901270 
1i7I12182: 15/614645/3900890 
IYI42253: 15/61425013901170 
IY110033: 15/61490013900840 
wIIiai4: 15/614325/39012ao 
IqII1999: 15/614995/3900470 
lVI12285: 15/613880/3901280 - 
lV112286: 15/613950/3901280 50 
1VIE2218: 15/6L4550/390112p 
1YE12041: 13/615760/3900990 
1Yfl2071: 15/615710/3901130 -- 
IVI12275: 15/614210/3901120 

lVtI0036: 15/615010/3901280 
1i1112181: 15/614365/3900840 
1CIi1290: 15/615210/3895170 
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